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A smart, tight, provocative techno-thriller straight out of the very near future--by an iconic visionary writer

Some people call it "abyss gaze." Gaze into the abyss all day and the abyss will gaze into you.

There are two types of people who think professionally about the future: Foresight strategists are civil
futurists who think about geoengineering and smart cities and ways to evade Our Coming Doom; strategic
forecasters are spook futurists, who think about geopolitical upheaval and drone warfare and ways to prepare
clients for Our Coming Doom. The former are paid by nonprofits and charities, the latter by global security
groups and corporate think tanks.

For both types, if you're good at it, and you spend your days and nights doing it, then it's something you can't
do for long. Depression setsin. Mental illness festers. And if the abyss gaze takes hold there's only one place
to recover: Normal Head, in the wilds of Oregon, within the secure perimeter of an experimental forest.

When Adam Dearden, aforesight strategist, arrives at Normal Head, he is desperate to unplug and be
immersed in sylvan silence. But then a patient goes missing from his locked bedroom, leaving nothing but a
pile of insectsin hiswake. A staff investigation ensues; surveillance becomes total. Asthe mystery of the
disappeared man unravelsin Warren Ellis's Normal, Adam uncovers a conspiracy that calls into question the
core principles of how and why we think about the future--and the past, and the now.
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Jay says

Those sidebars...

This fascinating story continues, with excellent sidebars about your body, the deep nature of money and the
modern persons relationship to technology, data and predictive science. | love every word of it.

Campo says

It gets even more weird and all the entire idea of Abyss gaze makes its point.
The future doesn't look to good, if you state to much it will make you sick.

(Think I've already read a story or character that had the same condition as Bulat).

Bill Williams says

More plot unfolds as Adam looks into the strange death of Mansfield.

Calvin says

Yep!

#3 and much diggings. Must move to 4, lest this wretched woman take that from me, too. Short and sweset,
these are. Only wish | could read\comprehend faster....

Tony says

A lot of the madness starts to made more sense here, which is probably scarier than the madness was

Belinda L ewis says

Waiting for the end of the series before rating.

There was a lot of space. There was a forest. There was so much silence. The quiet felt like a huge new
country that he could wander around inside for years without ever meeting its coastlines. A silence the size

of the sky.
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Keith says

Herewego

Now we're getting to the meat of the story. Once again, very funny and engaging satire, excellent pacing, and
great set up for the fourth and final part of the series. Very much looking forward to part 4 of Normal.

Andy says

Still loving this series/novel!
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