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Anincisive and illuminating account of how, during the Algerian Revolution, the people of Algeria changed
centuries-old cultural patterns and embraced certain ancient cultural practices long derided by their
colonialist oppressors as primitive, in order to destroy those same oppressors. Fanon uses the fifth year of the
Algerian Revolution as a point of departure for an explication of the inevitable dynamics of colonial
oppression.
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Voyou says

Thefirst essay, "AlgeriaUnveiled," is particularly impressive in its discussion of the way in which both
traditional Algerian, and modern western, norms of femininity are imprinted on the bodies of Algerian
women, and the way in which women involved in the FLN were able to bodily inhabit and alter these norms
in the service of the revolution. Fanon's discussion here has much in common with theories of performativity
that would later be developed by Foucault and Butler, but where Butler (especially) has been criticized for
the supposedly anti-political implications of an emphasis on performativity, Fanon shows performativity
operating in avery concrete and political case.

Michelle says

A wonderful collection of Fanon's essaysin the Algerian National Liberation Front's newspaper during the
height of the anticolonial war against France. It spans the time in between Black Skin White Masks and The
Wretched of the Earth. Much weaker on theory, either psychoanalytic or political, but much richer
historically. A lot of direct commentary on the French left at the time, the Third World movement, and
continent-wide African politics in the 50s. Very readable.

Omnia N says

avery comprehensive book, regardless the fact that | am not in a great need of it. Loose at the very last
chapter,or at least it was not that interesting to me, if we disregard that fact that Fanon was a doctor ,though |
enjoyed seeing Algeriafrom aWestern eye.

Ayanna Dozier says

| need to return to thisreview at some point. In A Dying Colonialism, Fanon documents the Algerian during
the fifth year of the Algerian War in 1959. It should be noted that the French title trandlates to "the fifth year
of the Algerian war." | note this because A Dying Colonialism, the english translated title assumes that the
effects of colonialism can die off and from Fanon's writing it is clear that much work in realizing revolution
is needed after the colonizers leave.

| first read this book four years ago, what stood out to me in that read were the case studies regarding
institutional racism on thisread | was fascinated by his changing perspective on gender. Unfortunately, |
don't have timeto do it justice here but Fanon and his writings on Black Women have a history andin A
Dying Colonialism his perspective progresses to alevel that mirrors contemporary intersectional writing on
gender. An extraordinary read and a must read for individuals who want a nuanced argument on systemic
racism and sexism.
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Anterobot Garcia says

It's Fanon... do you redlly give stars to Frantz Fanon?

Eric Steere says

A Dying Colonialism is an enquiry, both a philosophical and political polemic, on the state and meaning of
conflict that engulfed Algeriain the period of the Algerian war for independence from France. It was first
published in France in 1959, while the battles continued in the Casbahs of Algiers, Oran, and Constantine.
The conflict had at this point extended rural areas and villages, and this book was written in the context of
the unprecedented unity of the Algerian objection to colonialism, just three years before the independence of
the Algerian state. The context of the author, as well as the political pressures from the Casbah to Paris, are
important to consider when reading this book. It is also to be known this his most famous writing, The
Wretched of the Earth was published after his death but before the end of the struggle for independencein
1961.

Frantz Fanon was a Martinique French-Algerian who joined the opposition soon after moving to Algeria and
after the conflict began in 1954. He and the French writer and philosopher Jean-Paul Sartre (writing the
introduction to Fanon's Wretched of the Earth and many influential articles in the main press) are
particularly famous for advocating violence in response to the violent repression of French colonialism.
Fanon writes “having agun...isthe only chance the Algerian still has of giving a meaning to his dezth...the
plain recognition of the truth”.

One of the most interesting segments of this book is about the symbolic and practical usage of the veil
throughout the conflict. Its adoption, its function for the FLN (the Arab opposition to French colonial rule),
and its social significance are explored with clarity. He explores the veil’ s meaning to the French presence,
feminists, its tradition construed by the French to be symbolic of humiliation and segregation. “It described
the immense possibilities of woman, unfortunately transformed by the Algerian man into an inert,
demontetized, indeed dehumanized object. The behaviour of the Algerian was very firmly denounced and
described as medieval and barbaric”. Fanon traces the significant role women played in the revolution and
the integrity by which the “committed Algerian woman learns her role....and her revolutionary mission
instinctively”. Their role, from bomb placement to giving shelter to combatants, is explored in great detail,
with both horrifying and inspiring anecdotes. An interesting reading not just of the role of women in the
conflict but in the greater context of its signification for society. The veil’ s use throughout changed meaning
on both asymbolic aswell asinstrumental level, and its treatment here demonstrates the dynamism of the
women involved as well asthe FLN asawhole.

An important component of Fanon’s book isthat it does not emphasize the struggle and suffering of the
Algerian people but instead points to their greatness of courage and strength against tremendous opposition,
his confidence in their strength.

The introduction, by Adolfo Gilly isworth aread, and he poignantly observes that Fanon “ disassociated
himself from numerous ‘ defenders’ of the revolution—in Algeria or elsewhere—who assumed a protective
and compassionate tone and invited us to take pity on an embatltled people and to cease the atrocities’.
Fanon’s tone is much more inspirational than mournful or angry.

The great theme of the book seems to be of using the strength Algerian culture for the advantage of the
revolution, the transformations in individual consciousness as a people mobilised for independence. In a
great example of the expository and confident nature of hiswriting, he impresses that “we have wrenched the
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Algerian man from a centuries-old and implacable impression. We have risen to our feet and we are now
moving forward. Who can settle us back in servitude? We do not believe there exists anywhere aforce
capable of standing in our way”.

He wasright. But died before it was recognized by the world, but the spirit of independence is manifest in
these pages..

Natalie says

Insightful reading into the Algerian revolution in particular, and modern-day nationalism in general. Fanon,
though clearly partial, does a good job of representing the cultural tensions arising with colonialism. The
writing was clear and enjoyable.

Bekah says

| didnt think that after reading a book about the algerian revolution, that id want to immediately read it again.
i didnt, but the accounts of people at the time, particularly how algerian women dealt with rapidly changing
cultural identity, are interesting enough to want to do so.

Robb Bridson says

Offers some understanding, or at least a framework, for understanding the rebellious movements of occupied
cultures. Mostly talks about how as occupiers crusade against traditional customs, those customs become
powerful symbols for rebellion.

Brian says

After completing MLK's autobiography | decided to read a non-fiction work written from the other end of
the spectrum of violence from where Dr. King lived. Fanon wrote several pieces on Algeria's violent uprising
against French colonialism and the struggle for independence - thiswork is a collection of essays that
encompass a range of topics, from how the revolution forever changed the Algerian family dynamic (women
becoming soldiers and an integral part of the battle - leaving behind the role of second-class citizen); another
essay explains how the colonial propagandatool of the radio was ultimately used against the French; other
pieces detailed the French citizen's response to the insurrection.

| realized when | finished this book that The Wretched of the Earth iswhere | really should have started with
Fanon. One of the best parts of A Dying Colonialsmwas Fanon's reference to Henri Alleg's The Question, a
staggering book | read immediately following finishing Fanon's work. That book isa must-read - especially
for al of usliving in the American Empire disgusted with the things our government does under the guise of
"peace" and "war on terror".
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J.P. says

Fanon writes on his experiences with the Algerian Revolution & the effects of oppressed people's encounter
with oppression & the acts of resistance in inevitably creates in various aspects of culture while the
oppression is active & transformations in the midst of revolution.

He talks about the use of the mediato keep people up to date & how their perspectives about certain things
change. For example, initially distrustful of the radio, it later became an important tool in the revolution. This
point, about mistrusting what "comes from the oppressor” is also relevant in alater chapter about medicine &
understanding or accepting technological & scientific advances. The acceptance of these thingsistricky
because they consider the source to be tainted & evil & feel like accepting anything from them is betrayal of
one's own culture & people. A lot of good things come from unfortunate beginnings, one of the great ironies
of life. None of that isto say or discount that overall colonialism & oppression is obviously bad. And
obviously, these useful tools & means could have come about in a situation sans oppression.

There is a chapter about the transformation of the family, which touches on the father's relationship to the
family, marital & romantic relationships, & the relationships between father & son, father & daughter. Their
involvement in the revolution & acts if resistance forces them to shed some cultural traditions, especialy as
they relate to authority & patriarchy & alows these relationships to evolve & flourish & consequently,
allows for the peopleinvolved to do so aswell. It's interesting because, how does one enforce those kinds of
traditions when people are actively fighting for their lives & those of others & putting theirs on the line, thus
taking control of their destiny & are transformed in the process? They, those that benefitted or enforced those
traditions & those that were essentially controlled by them, are no longer the same & can never go back.

Then there is the chapter about the European minority in Algeria & the nuanced view that Algerians had of
them. They did recognize that overall, Europe & European colonialism was obvioudy the enemy & needed
to be done away with but they also recognized how useful a minority, however small, of people from the
oppressing group that understand the problem can be & how they can help.

The two appendices give the experience of two individuals. They are, respectively, the experience of the type
of individual described in the chapter listed immediately above & the experience of an Algerian once apart of
the police force recognizing his role as an Algerian & the need to decisively act in favor of liberation for
Algerians.

The conclusion, while brief, makesit clear the transformative power of active resistance & revolution.

L acey L osh says

Most parts of this book were fascinating. | read this book to familiarize myself with Algerias revolutionary
changes during the mid 1900s. I'm planning to read collections of essays and novels about this subject in the
near future, and | wanted a little background knowledge of the struggle of the Algerian people during this
time period.

This book did the job, but for arelatively small book, there were afew parts| found | had to force my way
through. Still, it was quite informative and very interesting for the most part.
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Chelsea says

I had to read this book for aclass | took, and it was hard to get through. I'm planning to reread it eventually
and seeif my aversion to it was due to it being required reading, or if it really was as bad as | thought it was.

Rachida says
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Jee Koh says

Fanon's account of the Algerian War of independence. In the war the women learned to instrumentalize their
veils as revolutionary soldiers and agents. Fanon shows why the rural Algerians first rejected the radio
because it was perceived as the voice of the enemy, the colonia authorities and culture, and later embraced it
when it broadcast the Voice of the revolution. In like manner Fanon argued for why Algeriansfirst rejected
and then embraced Western medicine. (After reading this chapter, | understand better now my own position
on female circumcision.) In the chapter on the European minority, Fanon welcomed all Europeans who aided
the revolutionaries to be part of the new Algeria, which was to be an inclusive society. The chapter included
two testimonies from Europeans who found themselves ultimately to be Algerians. Charles Geromini: "Itisa
year now since | have joined the Algerian Revolution. Remembering the difficult and ambiguous contacts |
had had at the outset of the Revolution, | had some fear that | might not be welcomed. My fear was
unfounded. | was welcomed like any other Algerian. For the Algerian | am no longer an ally. | am a brother,
simply abrother, like the others."
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