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| failed Caleb once because | was a coward. And he ended up paying the price.

Never again...

Ten years of war and the loss of nearly his entire family have left thirty-four-year-old former sniper, Jace
Christenson, with nothing to come home to. And he prefersit that way. Life consists of hiswork in an
underground vigilante group, the near-constant search for the last remaining link to who he used to be, and a
string of meaningless sexual encountersthat serve only one purpose... to make it easier to not feel anything
anymore.

But when Jace gets the call that the young man he saved two years earlier has gone missing, he's forced to
deal with the truth he's been trying to deny from the moment he laid eyes on Caleb Cortano.

That the young man is so very much more than just the exception to all hisrules...

Y ou know how if something shatters when it breaks, there's no way to find all the piecesto put it back like it
once was? Maybe sometimes it's better not to even try...

Nineteen-year-old Caleb Cortano has been barely hanging onto his sanity in the two years since the truth
about his father's depravities came to light. A victim of the man's crimes himself, Caleb has only managed to
find any semblance of peace when he'sin the presence of the man who saved him once before.

But when he finally comes to accept that Jace Christenson wants nothing to do with someone who's shattered
beyond repair, Caleb finds another way to seek solace from the pain inside.

Asthefear of being reunited with the father he both fears and misses becomes more and more likely,
desperation has Caleb doing something foolish that brings him face to face with the only man he's ever
wanted... but who doesn't want him back.

Caleb stays with me until we get some answers... just me...

When Caleb'slife is threatened, Jace refuses to walk away a second time. Even if protecting Caleb means
he's risking his own heart, Jace isn't going anywhere. At least not until he can put some of the missing pieces
of Caleb'slife back together.

But will Caleb be able to do the same for the equally broken Jace?

Will two shattered men be able to find all the missing pieces to be who they were truly meant to, or is Caleb
right? Some things just aren't worth trying to fix...

NOTE: While this book has all the elements of my romances including plenty of steamy times, some lighter
moments and the ever-important HEA, IT ISA VERY INTENSE READ, so PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE

PROCEED WITH CAUTION. While I've done my best to find a balance between sensitivity and realismin
relation to dealing with the issue of sexual assault against a minor, this book does not gloss over the subject
and some readers may find it difficult to read.

Trigger Warning: Sexual Assault Against aMinor, Other triggers may be considered "spoilerish™ so they can
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be found by using the "L ook Inside" feature or by downloading the sample and going to the section entitled
"Trigger Warning."

*Can be read as a standalone novel.

The Protectors series crosses over with some of my other series, so for the most enjoyment, they should be
read in order, but it is not required. Y ou can find the correct reading order at the beginning of each book. I've
also bundled al my seriesin the correct reading order under the title of A Family Chosen: The Protectors and
Barrettis.
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Wendy says

Finally ! Caleb and Jace!! | know | am not the only one who has been anxiously waiting for their story and
| am very glad to say, that the wait was definitely worth it ;)

| have been afan of these two, since they were introduced in "Forsaken", which was Eli and Mav's story.
Caleb was Eli's, then 17 years old, stepbrother. It was pretty obvious Caleb and Jace had something magical
between them, but | also agreed with Sloane, that Caleb had some growing up to do first ;)

Normally | would say, that all Sloane's books can be read as stand alones. | wouldn't advice doing so, with
this one though... | think, that to fully understand what is going on between Jace and Caleb, you shoud read
Eli's story first (and all the ones after that) !!

Two years have passed, since Jace rescued Caleb, from a mental facility. Caleb isnow 19 years old, but
things haven't gotten much better for him. When he finds out what happened at his (step)brother Eli's
hearing, he freaks and runs away.

Jace has always felt guilty for leaving Caleb behind two years ago. He knows Caleb had a crush on him, but
he was just so damn young. Jace also didn't think he was good for anybody and he didn't deserve Caleb's
hero worship. Seeing how bad Caleb is actually doing, has him regretting his decision even more. But maybe
he can make things right again.....Maybe he will be able to protect Caleb thistime around, even if he hasto
hurt his own heart in the process.

And maybe, after two years, they will finally be able, to fix each other's broken pieces.... Even though Caleb
is not sure he can be fixed....

" You know how if something shatters when it breaks, there's no way to find all the pieces to put it back
like it once was? Maybe sometimesit's better to not even try..."

Thankfully Jace is not oneto give up that easily ;)

" No matter how many times you fall and shatter into a million pieces, I'll spend every day of the rest of
our lives helping you find any pieces that remain."

Jace and Caleb are two of my favorite characters out of all Sloane's books. | genuenly liked both of them.
They were so sweet together. From the moment Jace met Calebm all he wanted to do was take care of him.
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And Caleb, who has been through so much...my heart broke for him. He was so strong, even though he
definitely didn't see himself that way.

I think the previous 2 books have been a bit, dare | say, "mild" in comparison to all the other booksin this
series. Thisoneisahit heavier on the angst and emotions again. Which is also why Sloane has added a
trigger warning in the beginning of the book.

Now this book didn't make me cry as much as my favorites" Finding Hope" and " Redeeming Rafe" or
even some of the others that gutted me, but it was still very emotional at times. This book deals with sexual
child-abuse/rape and selfharm, so please take note if thisisatrigger for you.

I myself am abig fan of the " more angsty" books. It's one of the reasons | got hooked on this series. That's
not to say that | won't read any of the others...I will read anything Sloane writes down, but the
angsty/suspence/emotional ones definitely have my preference.

Higly recommended and yes....| am now anxiously waiting for Aleks' book....I love him !!

My reviews are posted on DirtyBooksObsession

Susan says

Re-read January 2019
| so love this book.

Lovely new addition to the Protectors series. It has all the ingredient Sloane Kennedy is known for, so it’s no
surprise | ate this up.

19 year old Caleb thinks he is broken. He feels shattered beyond repair because of the things he has
experienced. He has been abused by his father for many years and that only stopped because his stepbrother
(who was abused too) finally tells the truth. (See Eli’ s book, even though smart to read that book first, it's not
completely necessary for the story)

Jace rescued Caleb when he was 17 by getting him out of a mental institution his father put him in. Jace feels
an immediate connection to the broken 17 year old, but since Caleb is so young Jace knows he has to keep
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his distance. That works until Caleb is 19 and Jace gets a call that he is missing.

When Jace finds Caleb he knows Caleb is far from alright. It turns out Caleb’ s father has been acquitted of
the charges Eli filed against him. Of course thereis still the trail for Caleb’s charges, but for now, his father
is ‘innocent until proven guilty’. And Caleb is not taking that news well.

When it is clear that someoneis out to kill Caleb, Jace has to do everything in his power to protect him...

| was abit afraid Jace would be too stubborn and there would be alot of push and pull in this story, but | was
happy to see it was minimal. This focused mostly on Caleb’s trauma and his recovery and a bit about Jace
and his past.

These guys were pretty sweet together and | also loved the tender sex scenes (tender, but hot!). | really liked
that Caleb and Jace spent so much time alone together without interruption. That way they could really get to

know each other.

This had plenty of hurt/comfort to make me avery happy girl.

Aure7ia says

3.5*

not my favorit, maybe | had too many Sloane Kennedy books this year

Bev says

4.5 stars

Well, that was worth the wait. I've been itching to get to Caleb and Jace's book for awhile and SK didn't
disappoint. Thiswas the hardest book to read in the series (with Eli's book coming in avery close second),
what Caleb endured at the hands of his revolting father made for hard reading at times.

There was the usual push and pull that SK likes to put in her books, but the way she paces it works for me.

I've loved getting up to date with this series, now the wait for Aleks' book.

Natalie says

Anocther happy couple

It took me awhile to remember everything about Jace and Caleb since | didn’t have time to reread anything.
Thiswas pretty good but had the disturbing matter of Caleb’s past and Jace’ s sister. Much like most of the
books, there’ s danger and trauma and reluctant admissions of love. That all happened alittle too fast and not
very smaoothly in the narrative. One minute Jace is being ajerk, icing out Caleb, even knowing how Caleb
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handles stress., which Caleb somehow avoids. Then one short conversation and they’ re vowing true love
forever. But, that's the way the author rolls.

Of course, happy endings are agiven, after alittle extraangst. Past and future characters are mixed
throughout, including Aleks, who | can’t really remember either, and the mysterious Dalton, Jace's friend.
So, onward to the next...

Cadiva says

Another great addition to thisseries

This book could have been atrain wreck given the sensitivity of the subject and the age of one of the main
characters but Sloane Kennedy answered all fears with an assured hand.

There was no magic dick cure for Caleb, it took time and patience and conversation and a creation of trust
with Jase for the relationship to develop.

I'm not sure it needed the secondary dramatic plot with Jase's sister if I'm being brutally honest, there was
enough dramawith Caleb's situation.

But | guessit was needed to bring Dalton and Silver into the fold for their book later and I'm fascinated to
find out more.

| also liked the realistic approach to Caleb's cutting, the sensitive way it was dealt with and the
acknowledgement that he wasn't "cured" and that counselling would be a good idea.

There was aso a satisfying end to the bad guy and the plot surrounding Caleb's father and it was nice to see
the discussions with Caleb and Eli.

Jase was perfect for Caleb and their slow build up of trust as they began to act on them meant the sex scenes
were doubly invested with meaning and |ots of emotions.

Another great Protectors book and another wonderful cover from Jay Aheer and Wander's photography.

Santy says

I'm finally all caught up with the series!

I must admit that the sheer volume of Protectors books I've read back-to-back prompted me to check who the
MCswere but | figured out who they were by the checking out the series map. :-)

Moving on,

Caleb's history with the monster that was his father and the lengths he went through just to cope made for
some somber reading. | was happy when he finally started to get better( though his final conversation with
his father was a bit difficult to believe because of how he broke down mentally the previous time he saw the
man).
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Jace's past brought us 2 new characters who would be interesting together AND | made the mistake of
reading the sneak preview to Aleks and Vaughn's book so now the book restlessnessiskilling me slowly. |
need that book like yesterday!

Somebody help me!!

Chrissays

4.5 starsfor this great episode of The Protectors! | love this series - the flow, camaraderie, and the awesome
characters. Thisbeing Caleb & Jase's story which was beautiful. While there were terrible traumas and abuse
associated to this story it was handled with compassion and empathy. Jase was stunning as he slowly became
undone and his vulnerability began to show all the while Caleb helped put him back together and allowed
himself to heal, one small piece at atime. Even though Jase was the protector, both men supported each
other asthey bravely moved forward in their lives. | love the inclusion of previous characters- thisisan
awesome family who love and fiercely protect their own. Y up, another great read (1 ?

Lisa says

| think thisis probably the one | have liked the most. It was alittle more grittier and darker than the previous
booksin the series.

Thiswas Jace and Calebs story who we had previously met when we met Eli.

The book is not for the faint hearted as it deals with child sexual abuse and self harming.

Once| started | couldn't put it down.

Lyndy Ann ? says

457?777

I had to work up the courageto begin Shattered as| knew it was going to be an emational tough read
considering everything Caleb has been through asa child and heis still suffering two yearslater for
what hisfather did to him and hisbrothers.

There was an instant connection between Caleb and Jace after Jace rescued Caleb from the hospital two
years ago and when Caleb goes missing Jace is called in by Memphisto help find him.

After Jace finds Caleb and Caleb'slifeisin danger, Jace takes Caleb away into hiding with radio silence
from everyone Caleb knows Jace only trusting his one true friend Dalton.

The relationship between these two was not an easy one Caleb is struggling with everything and Jace can be
cold and distance at times, with time they begin to talk and their relationship turns physical but they take it
dow at Caleb's pace.

Thereisatwist in this story that is heartbreaking but also heart warming at the same time and this makes
Jace and Caleb afamily and they both FINALLY except the rest of the guys as their extended family.
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My heart broke for Eli again but | loved catching up with him and Mav.
Shattered was stough read at times, very emotional, funny and some nail biting moments that had me scared.

To understand this one it is recommended you read the fourth book in The Protectors series Forsaken first
which is Eli's book were we first meet Caleb and Jace.

I am looking forward to reading Dalton and Silver'sbook in thefuture.

Christelle says

Y ES: another winner from Sloane Kennedy. Thisisthe 11th book from the Protector series, which | tag asa
real saga.

For all the fans, no worry : al the ingredients are there : endearing characters, scorching chemistry, scalding
sex, angst (and thistime, even though it’s not an easy issue to write about, it was carefully handled and
without going too overboard) and areliable support group from the Protectors and the Barrettis.

Caleb, Eli’s stepbrother, and Jace were introduced in Forsaken. Caleb was the one to reveal the abuse Eli was
victim of while in the care of his stepfather.

But Eli was not the only victim : Caleb shared that ordeal and has a hard time dealing with all that happened
to him and his family. Only Jace, the older man who got him out of his father’s clutches, seemsto soothe
him abit, but their sporadic relationship is rocky to say the least.

Caleb' sfather’ s trial islike ripping a bandage on an infected wound : revelations upon revelations that are
going to shred Caleb and Jace into pieces before they can raise together.

A lot of emotions, a great amount of angst, two amazing characters and an unexpected salvation coming
from Jace' s sister. Once again, Sloane Kennedy wrote a story that got me totally engaged and | couldn’t put
it down.

11 books and still afan. I'm looking forward to Alek’s story now. Soon, very soon !!

~O~Dani(ela) v ??love & semi-colons~[~ says

Shatter isterribly angsty, but | expected no less. Please read the trigger warnings and the author’ s note, as
this book deals heavily (and vividly) with sexual abuse.

As an adolescent, Caleb was repeatedly raped by his father. This is the same monster who abused his
stepson, Eli. | remember Eli and Mav’s story from the fourth The Protectors book, Forsaken, so | was happy
to see them get their HEA here.

Caleb and Jace get a HEA too, but not before barely escaping with their lives more than once.

What | really appreciated isthat being with Jace does not “cure” Caleb. He hasto work hard to regain
control of hislife. Watching Caleb struggle broke my heart.
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I am not aviolent person. I’ ve never actually hit anyone (besides once throwing a pillow at an ex who really
deserved it), yet | could pull the trigger on any child molester because | don't consider them worthy of life.

But Caleb is not the only one suffering. Jace has his own ghosts and is looking for his missing sister whom
he believesis avictim of sexual trafficking.

I’m not sure this book would work well as a standalone. | suggest reading Forsaken first, as that’s where
Jace and Caleb first meet (two years prior).

The story isrelationship focused but also very fast paced; indeed, some of the action scenes are quite
heavy handed. | wanted the guysto just catch a break already!

But simpleis not this author’ s forte. | think she tends to overwrite at times to the point that some of the
internal monologues feel redundant and the angst manufactured (rather than believable).

Even so, | found myself engaged in the story and rooting for Jace and Caleb. My favorite moments were the
ones the men spent on the boat, alone and sheltered.

I am really looking forward to Aleks' story (warning: the sneak peak chapter for the next book ends with a
cliffiel)

Amanda says

| knew going into this book that it would be hard to read. Mav and Eli’ s book was very rough and this
continues the story with Caleb, Eli’ s brother.

Jace has stayed away for two years. But he can no longer do that. Caleb needs him. Thetria for hisfather is
fast approaching and someone wants to take him out.

Jace helps Caleb heal. He makes him feel safe and shows him that he is not the product of his past and has
the rest of hislifeto find al of his missing pieces. He has a family to stand by him and alove to help
strengthen him.

As| have said before, these men go through hell but the love surrounding them is nothing short of amazing. |
cannot wait for Aleks and Vaughn’s story.

Denise H. says

*** A sadistic, despicable man, Caleb's Dad, has caused so much pain. This story tells of the abuse, so brace
yourself for these re-tellings.
Jace, ex Marine, sniper extraordinaire, fierce warrior,

has always wanted Caleb, but he was too young.
Caleb now 19, has been found,
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rescued by Jace, 34, and Caleb isin need of protection, and they'll be thrown together. We see Jace's
impressive sniper skillsin the rescue.

These characters are flawed but deeply caring, and sturdy. The action is intense, with lots of suspense and
excitement. We do see some of the folks from Lucy Lennox's Made Marion series, which was terrific.
Our story of love and trust is a slow burn, because Caleb is still reeling from his ordeal, and is " cutting” to
take away the mental pain.

"You know how if something shatters when it breaks, there's no way to find all the pieces to put it back
likeit once was? Maybe sometimesit's better not to even try..."

Jace is understanding and by his side, no matter what.
We also have Jace's past and abusive childhood, plus his missing sister, Maggie, 24, that we are concerned
with. Deeply thought-filled men, truly sexual scenes and firsts. Trust and love are found.

It's well written by the amazing Sloane Kennedy, with breathtaking horrors, balanced with exquisite love and
extremely giving, caring group of men.

Theterrifying trip to Germany is not what was expected when they went to get Maggie. Then, Caleb's next
ordeal and rescue, and other events are arollercoaster ride.

Lucky for usthereisaHEA. New characters were introduced, so we will see what the next installment will
be. These books are able to stand alone, but of course, more profound when you know the pasts of al of the
men.

I highly recommend this one. ENJOY !

Mirjana**DTR - Down to Read** says

***3.75 Starst**
Full review to come, but | just wanted to jot down someinitial thoughts.
POSITIVES

- | really loved Caleb and Jace's chemistry. They were so patient and supportive of each other. The
tenderness and intimacy of their relationship was a huge standout while reading.

- Readers should definitely heed the trigger warnings. The author does not gloss over Caleb's history or his
coping methods.

- | continue to love the "chosen family" theme that runs deep in Sloane Kennedy's books.

- As per usual, Sloane has me salivating for the story of afuture couple. Y ep, I'm staring you down hard
Dalton and Silver!

NEGATIVES
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- | had issue with how serious and how quickly Jace and Caleb's relationship progressed. Caleb has major
issues to deal with and address and | don't think he should be focusing on marriage and fatherhood when he
hasn't fully dealt with his abuse and trauma

- | ESPECIALLY have a problem with what | mentioned above when you add in the fact that Caleb is only
19. Yes, someone can be mature beyond their years...but when you look at the big picture, Caleb has
SERIOUS issues to work through that need professional assistance and can't be solved with love and good
dick.

Even though in the epilogue (which takes place about 6 months later) we find out that he's seeing a therapist,
he's still taking a huge step in his life after already having a huge responsibility thrown in hislap and very
little time to deal with that and his traumatic past. It's okay to take your foot off the gas pedal, Sloane
Kennedy.
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