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A memorable collection of weather sayings, beautifully arranged in story form and illustrated by
renowned paper artist Elly MacKay.

Red sky at night, sailor's delight. And, the next morning, when the dew is on the grass, no rain will come to
pass. These are the perfect conditions for a grandfather to take his grandchildren out on a fishing trip.
Especially since, as the saying goes, when the wind is from the West, then the fishes bite the best. The family
takes a boat out on the lake, fishing and swimming and eventually camping out on a nearby island, taking
full advantage of the gorgeous weather. But the next day . . . red sky in the morning, sailors take warning!
The family ventures back home just in time to avoid a rainstorm. But not to worry -- the more rain, the more
rest. Fair weather's not always best.

Acclaimed paper artist Elly MacKay illustrates a lovely family narrative through the use of weather
aphorisms, creating a beautiful and informational story which will appeal to children's timeless fascination
with the natural world.
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From Reader Review Red Sky at Night for online ebook

Laura (Book Scrounger) says

I was immediately attracted to the beautiful cover art on Red Sky at Night. The colors are so soft,
complement each other well, and seem filled with light. The human characters in the illustrations appear to
be paper cut-outs, so I took a look at author/artist Elly MacKay's website to see what she shares about her
artistic process. There she provides some examples of the "layers" that she builds in a theater setting to create
her images -- so cool!

The text of this book is comprised of "weather sayings," some of which we have probably all heard before
(such as the title). The illustrations serve as the primary narrative, and depict a grandfather taking his
grandchildren on a fishing trip. Since so many weather sayings revolve around the sea, this is a fitting
framework for the text, and I really love the accompanying images, especially the one with the whale!

To be honest, I was a bit skeptical of many of these sayings until I reached the end of the book and found an
explanation for the scientific principles behind each one. Of course, none of them are foolproof and some
may be questionable, but when you consider that these were written by people, such as farmers and
fishermen, whose lives revolved so closely around the weather, it makes a lot more sense.

In short, I really enjoyed this book, and the beautiful illustrations have inspired me to check out more work
by Elly MacKay.

(Thanks to NetGalley for the review copy.)

Laura says

How many sayings do you know about the weather? The only ones I knew, in this book were:

Red Sky at Morning,
Sailers take warning
Red Sky at Night
Sailers delight.

And although I did not know this saying

If seabirds fly to land
There truly is a storm at hand

I was aware of this weather phenomenon, and have mentioned it many times in the past.

The illustrations are paper craft, and gorgeous, and each of the sayings, are explained at the end of the book,
where it explains what each saying means, and why it works. Beautiful book to look at, and good
information for children to have, because, sometimes you don't have access to the weather.com (which isn't
always right for your neighborhood anyway).
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Thanks to NetGalley for making this book available for an honest review.

Erin says

The art in this book is amazing! I love paper art to begin with, but the use of light around and behind some of
the paper is really unique. The story of 2 children and their grandfather going on a camping trip is told
through weather adages like, "Red sky at night, sailor's delight." The simple, rhyming text and the soothing,
beautiful pictures make this excellent for young and older audiences.

Good for preschool and toddler storytimes.

Storywraps says

Written in rhyme, this book is a collection of "weather predictions" some of which I heard my mother say to
me and some which were totally unfamiliar which is a good thing because I learned something new. You are
never too old to learn brand new things I always say.

Here are a few that are included:

"Red sky at night, a sailor's delight."

"When the dew is on the grass, no rain will come to pass."

"No weather is ill if the wind be still."

"Yellow streaks in a sunset sky, wind and daylong rain are nigh."

"Whether it's cold or whether it's hot, we shall have weather, whether or not."

"Ring around the moon, rain will come soon. "

"Cats leap about and chase their tails to warn of thunderstorms and gales." Just to cite a few.

The illustrations enrich the sayings and take them to a whole new level. Elly MacKay is a paper artist
extraordinaire and her crafted creations are simply beautiful. She skillfully designs family interactions
around the weather patterns. The storyline is not only visually stunning but informative as well.

I am sure that kids will enjoy these catchy weather aphorisms and will put them into practise to see if they
are true in the area of the world that they live in. Highly recommended.

Cat says

I have collected folk sayings for years and have passed many on to my daughter and children I've worked
with down the years. This is a lovely book of sayings that are going to get lost if they aren't passed on, so
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yes, buy a copy for the kids (all ages!) and pass them on!
I actually have a hard copy on my desk this morning and wanted to say the illustrations are lovely! As a cat
lover I also love the inclusion of cat and kittens throughout the book! Super Cute!
I received Kindle copy from Netgalley in exchange for a fair review.

Amy says

A beautifully illustrated book that showcases weather sayings, only a few of which I had heard before!

Some new and interesting ones:

When the dew is on the grass, no rain shall come to pass.

When the mist creeps up the hill, fishers, it's time to try your skill.

No weather is ill if the wind is still.

When ladybugs swarm, expect a day that's warm.

When the wind is from the West, then the fishes bite the best.

Wind from the East is neither good for man nor beast.

If seabirds fly to land, there truly is a storm at hand.

... and many more!

[Shai] Bibliophage says

I was really astonished by the weather aphorisms in this children's book written and illustrated by Elly
MacKay. Also, I like how the author presented this through a narrative form that makes it very entertaining
to read.

At the end of the book, there's a compilation of all the weather sayings and the explanation if they are true or
not. Even though that this is meant for young readers, I learned a lot from reading this and was delighted at
the same time.

Engel Dreizehn says

ARC COPY...immensely narrative about nature, and the weather along with the cultural sayings that come
with it. I was immensely impressed the illustrations were literally hand crafted...it's all what looks like paper-
craft. It gave a "solid" feel you it like I can almost touch the illustrations and was immersed in it.
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Tasha says

A series of weather-related sayings form the words in this book while also telling the story of a family
heading out on a fishing trip for the day. The book begins with sayings like “Red sky at night, sailor’s
delight” and “When the dew is on the grass, no rain will come to pass.” They indicate that it’s a great day to
head out to fish and camp, so a grandfather takes his grandchildren out. There are sayings about sunset, about
the moon, about rain. The next day on their way home though, the weather begins to change. Even the
morning begins ominously with a “Red sky in the morning, sailors take warning.” The little family makes it
home before the rain begins, cozy and warm inside.

MacKay takes these sayings and weaves them together in to a story arc that guides young readers through the
outdoors and the changing weather. Her illustrations are exceptional. Done with paper, light and
photography, she calls them “lightbox illustrations or illuminated papercraft.” Her illustrations have such
depth that one almost expects them to be physically layered pages in the book. The light in the illustrations
bathes the reader, creating a physical experience of the weather at that moment.

An exceptional picture book about weather and beauty. Appropriate for ages 3-5.

?Tamara says

"Long ago, here and far away, people looked for clues in nature to predict the weather. They learn from
experience by watching the shapes of clouds or noticing the behavior of animals. This wisdom was passed
down through sayings like the ones in this book."
Poetic, entertaining and GORGEOUSLY illustrated, this book will definitely become a favorite for me and
my children. This book is perfect for young readers. And the fact that it has old folklore mixed with Mother
Goose like rhymes is perfect for readers just starting out to love books.
I can't describe how absolutely gorgeous both the cover and the inside illustrations are. This book was very
well put together and well-thought-out. Very well done. Bravo! I highly recommend this book to anyone
with children!

Jennifer (JenIsNotaBookSnob) says

This book is good for selected audiences. It is a beautiful picture book featuring various weather sayings,
such as "Red sky in morning, shepherds take warning." There isn't a plot and there aren't characters that you
follow through the book. There is a saying and illustration to match the saying. At the end of the book, there
is some information on how true the sayings are and why they are or why they aren't helpful.

It is probably excellent for kids who enjoy weather but aren't quite ready for longer books. It is a very pretty
book, so if you want to share some fun weather lore in a nice picture book format, well, this is probably an
excellent choice for you.

Sandy says

This is a beautiful children's book to look through and read the weather predictions that are quoted on the
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pages. The illustrations portray the folklore that is expressed on each page. What I found fascinating with the
illustrations are, the use of layers that accompany some of the illustrations.

For the prediction:
"When the wind is from the West,
then the fishes bite the best."
There is a red sailboat with an adult and two smaller individuals on the water. A heron is floating nearby.
There are layers in the water with varying colors and shadows from the rocks and hills nearby. Plants and
fish are in the water, and there is also a huge whale with more detail as he is closer. A fog covers the top of
the water. Houses and trees and rocks are on land with varying details depending upon how close they are.
There are clouds and birds in the sky, again with varying details. There is a lot of see in these illustrations,
the layers to me are fascinating.

There are 23 predictions with accompany illustrations in this children's book. There are some that I have
heard before and many, that I was not aware of. I loved that the author wrote in the back, explanations of
what these predictions really mean so individuals reading this book can understand and comprehend what
they actually have read.

"Trout jump high when rain is nigh." means "True, When there is low air pressure, it usually spells rain.
Before the rain comes, insects fly low, looking for cover. Minnows, on the other hand, come to the surface of
the water, following the raising gas bubbles that have been released by the low air pressure. If you are out
before the rain, you might see fish jumping to catch the low-flying insects or in pursuit of the minnows."

Great book with wonderful illustrations. Science related and I liked how it's educational too.

Carla Johnson-Hicks says

This book is comprised of "weather sayings," some of which we have probably all heard before and others
that I had never heard of. If you follow the illustrations they tell a story of a grandfather taking his
grandchildren fishing. The illustrations were the best part of the book for me. They were done paper artist,
Elly McKay. They were beautiful scenes and look three dimensional. The colours are soft and the
illustrations are large. You can look at each page for quite awhile to see everything that is happening. When
you get to the end of the book, there is information about each saying such as where it came from, who wrote
it etc. Most of them are partially true and have their roots in science. This would be a great book to use in a
school in various ways. It can be used in a weather unit, as an inspiration for an art lesson using paper layers
and even for an english unit to write sayings, research etc. A great book for any school library. The publisher
generously provided me with a copy of this book via Netgalley.

Luisa Knight says

Full of fun pictures and sayings about the weather.

Ages: 4 - 8

**Like my reviews? I also have hundreds of detailed reports that I offer too. These reports give a complete
break-down of everything in the book, so you'll know just how clean it is or isn't. I also have Clean Guides
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(downloadable PDFs) which enable you to clean up your book before reading it! Visit my website: The Book
Radar.

Avanders says

Review based on ARC (Advanced Review Copy received for free in exchange for an honest review).

What a beautiful book. The pictures were gorgeous. and I was even more impressed once I learned how the
artist put them together! The words part of the book were fine. They are sayings that are matched with the
pictures, and some of them are sweet and others informative. There is a little additional information on them
provided later in the book as well. Although it was less "story" than I normally like, it still worked for me. It
is always fun to have these sayings in your "back pocket" for when weather pops up unexpectedly.

Overall, FOUR of five stars.


