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From international bestseller Rachael Herron, comes a book too delightful to put down:  
 
Once Adele, Molly and Lana were The Darling Songbirds, a world-famous country band. Now they're just
three sisters who barely speak. But that's about to change. 
 
Middle sister Molly arrives in town, and is immediately drawn to the neglected little café where she worked
as a teenager. Could she dare to bring it back to life? As lead singer, Molly had always been the voice of the
band. But caught between controlling big sister Adele and demanding baby sister Lana, she never felt heard.
If she's going to reopen the café, she'll do it on her own terms, no more being bossed. 
 
So the last person she should fall for is the handsome Sheriff Colin McMurty - the man whose job it is to tell
people exactly what to do. 
  
Relationships are at the heart of women's fiction, and Herron could teach a master class on creating
them. Chicklit Central
 
A FULL-LENGTH STANDALONE, a great entry into the world of Rachael Herron's sexy and hilarious
books. 
 
This heartwarming, hilarious, and red-hot contemporary romance will leave you wishing for a marina view
of your very own. From sisters to second chances, this small-town romance will make you laugh and cry.
Herron's characters are grounded and relatable, but her twists and turns leave you satisfied as a reader.  For a
good time, pack this beach read on your vacation! You'll love this book.
 
Rachael Herron seamlessly blends romance, friendship, and laughter. Barbara Bretton, USA Today
Bestselling Author
 
Scroll up and Click Buy! 
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Sarah says

4.5 Stars

I loved this book so much! It was so much more than just a contemporary romance novel, there were some
very serious issues being dealt with in here.

Molly, the middle sister has been in the spotlight and as such dealt with fat shaming by the media. That is a
hot button issue now and I'm glad it was addressed in this book.

The bigger issue was domestic abuse, it features quite heavily in this story; but it was done well. It made me
sad and angry and wanting to help. I got teary eyed a few times in this book.

Beyond those heavy issues, it was also a very sweet love story. I adored Molly and Colin and I loved their
banter back and forth. They are a fantastic couple. I'm very much looking forward to the last book in the
series.

A Klue says

Though I really enjoyed this author’s writing style, if I could relay one message to Molly Darling, the
heroine, it would definitely be, “Good golly, Miss Molly, get over yourself!” The repeating mantra of her
insecurities about past/present perceived criticism about her weight got old, folks. For someone who claimed
she didn’t like attention, she somehow always seemed to make everything about her, especially if she was
arguing with someone. With supposedly rehearsed stage presence, she should have learned by now just to
give the piranha media or any annoying stranger the mental middle finger all while smiling graciously.

It was implied repeatedly Molly was the voice of this trio of sister singers, on and off the stage, when they
were famous a decade or so ago, but she sure seemed to lack the voice of reason here. Speaking of which, as
I am not a fan of celebrities using their stardom as a platform to launch their personal tirades/promoting their
own political agendas/views, I wasn’t pleased this author choose to do the same. Using flashbacks of some of
Molly’s previous media appearances, that is exactly how it came across to me. I do not appreciate authors
who do the same, especially in my romantic reads.

What was the passion meter on this one? It isn’t until around 50% before Molly and Colin kiss. Then at 53%,
they make it to off the charts smexy, folks. Misunderstandings, jumping to conclusions, and poor
decisions/illogical thinking (mostly on Molly’s part) ultimately get in the way of them becoming the town’s
next top hit #1 new couple. Yeah, angst sits in, and it will be quite a while before they make beautiful music
together again.

To better make my point regarding my on and off again Molly dismay, let me give you an example. How
many times have you read a romance novel where the hero sneaks out, under the cloak of darkness after an
amazing night together, and the heroine wakes up feeling used/rejected? Well, it is role reversal time, folks.
Molly did just that but somehow felt justified and didn’t feel she really owed him any explanation. Sure, she
claimed she left a note by the coffee pot, but he didn’t see it and was genuinely worried something had
happened to her. You see, they were out in the boonies, near cliffs by the ocean, and she didn’t have a car to
head back into town. What is a sweet, caring sheriff, who is used to dealing with worst case scenarios,
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supposed to think? That is when I seriously started questioning her rationale and habit of making everything
about her.

Then how dare he track her down to make sure she was OK and offer to buy her breakfast! Well, that’s just
horrible, now isn’t it? No, what is terrible is she turns this generous offer into making him sound like a
villian.

At 70% her paranoid phobia of someone ordering her to do something had me shaking my head in
frustration. A close second was her weight paranoia. It’s never a good thing in a romantic read when you
realize one of the main characters would be better off without the other. In this case, the hero deserved better
than her. Instead, he finds himself questioning himself and wanting to be a better person. Seriously, it made
no sense. Folks, he was pretty freaking amazing already.

At 76% she helps out a woman who has been abused and lies to the police, ultimately making the situation
worse. When caught in this deception, she still manages to turn the blame back on the hero. What does he
do? He stops enforcing the law and hands out coffee and doughnuts instead. Again, because the heroine
wants him to be a better person. She’s the one who needs fixing, my friend. What a shame Dr. Phil wasn’t
part of her TV media tour years ago.

With a cheesy, overly played out theme on birds singing/migrating, these sisters end up singing poorly
written lyrics, all for a good cause, that were meant to be heart-melting, but for me induced eye-rolling
instead, near the very end.

I know...I know. I’m sounding overly critically. I did enjoy many aspects of this book, mainly when the main
couple were dancing around each and finally got together. Molly just made things difficult each and every
time she become overly defensive.

Lana, the third supposedly artistic sister, will be the focal point of the next book. As she comes across as
carrying a grudge/antagonistic/self-centered on the brief cameo phone calls to Molly, I’m not sure whether to
welcome her return to this nest of songbird sisters. Here’s to hoping she won’t come across as a vulture and
will be singing a new song that won’t be more of the “can’t ever make this girl happy” familiar family tune.

Title: The Songbird’s Call, Series: The Songbirds of Darling Bay (Book 2), Author: Rachael Herron, Pages:
297, stand-alone but part of a series, sweet/alpha/good guy hero who deserved better, HEA, no cheating, no
love triangle, no OM/OW drama, oversensitive/irrational/sweet heroine, sub-character endures domestic
abuse.

Book 1 - The Darling Songbirds (Adele & Nate), Pages: 395, 3/1/16
Book 2 - The Songbird’s Call (Molly & Colin), Pages: 297, 8/29/16
Book 3 - The Songbird’s Home (Lana & Taft), Pages: NL, 4/3/17

(This review is based on advanced reader copy provided via NetGalley in exchange for an unbiased, fair
review. No compensation was provided to this reviewer, nor is there any affiliation between the reviewer and
author/publisher/NetGalley.)

Silverluna says

:)
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Ashlee says

Enjoy Rachael Herron's books.

Kimberley says

I received an early release copy of this book in exchange for an honest review.

This was the first book I’ve read of the Songbird series (there is a book one.) I have read the Cypress Hollow
series. What can I say? I love Rachael Herron’s books. I am not a huge “romance” reader, but her books
focus on more than just romance. Rachael writes in a way that challenges you, as the reader, to put the book
down. I end up reading far past when I should, often falling asleep while still trying to get through another
chapter.

The Songbird series is based on three sisters who were once a rather popular country group, the Darling
Songbirds. This book focuses on Molly, and her return to her “hometown” of Darling Bay. All three sisters
have gone their separate ways and started leading their own adult lives. Molly returns home to visit her sister
and try to find her way.

There are revelations and topics in this book that are so timely. Rachael doesn’t shy away from talking about
subjects that are sometimes kept in the shadows. Her characters learn so much about themselves throughout
the novel. They find their inner strength and character. Molly comes to Darling Bay fairly broken, though
she thinks she’s conquered her demons. It takes a few side battles for her to learn who she really is. I loved
that Molly wasn’t perfect, nor was any other character in this book. They are real people.

Rachael’s female characters are strong women who sometimes don’t realize their own strength. They are
fighting similar battles to the battles we fight every day. I always find a character that I can relate to in each
of her books. Rachael’s writing is strong - you can visualize very easily where you are and who these people
are. That is one of the joys in reading her novels. There is definitely some good, hot romance, but nothing
over the top. For those who love a good love story, you won’t be disappointed.

Now that I’ve read book two of this series, I am definitely going to go back to book one. I want to learn
everything I can about Adele, Molly and Lana Darling, and anxiously await the next book in the series.

Wendy'sThoughts says

4.5 Discovering Your Own Anthem Stars
* * * * 1/2
It is so easy for us to hear things and immediately assume they mean something not intended....We
have these loops of insults playing in our head from childhood and even as we mature... the
conditioning of the past can cause false reactions in the present. It is a hard pattern to break and all of
the painful, hurt feelings are not without cause...It just complicates things when someone new may be
trying to compliment and it is taken as a cut.
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This concept is only one of the issues approached by Rachel Herron in this fantastic entry to her
Songbirds Series. I found this and am so happy I did for it was a wonderful read. It is the second entry
but I was able to jump right in without any problems. It has made me want to go and read the first
part...which will happen very soon :D

This is a tough book to review as there is so much given... and so well. It is done with humor, charm, and
insight. It looks clearly at the music business and the obsession of image. It focuses on families labeling each
child and how it can stunt the emotional growth. It shows the "sins" of a parent should not be placed on a
child...by teachers or community. There is even more to this story and it is done with crafting and purpose.

The Darling Songbirds were a group of sisters who had major success in the Country Music Industry. (I
thought of The Dixie Chicks) They started young and were guided by their dad. Each of the sisters were
connected in ways so strong, the music written and the harmonies sang, came to them as if it was a gift from
above. They started in honky tonk bars and broke through to major stardom. And as these things
go...popularity came with a personal price for all of them...At the peek of their rise to fame, their father died.
This caused a break between all of them...just intensifying all of the issues they had brewing. They broke
apart ... not just as a group but also as sisters...

Eleven years have passed and these sisters are still apart...Oh, they have sort of stayed in touch... two of them
more than the other...but still very much apart. But now Molly is back from traveling the world on cruise
ships as a nutritionist. She fell into it and after years away, she is coming home to see her sister Adele.

It seems Adele has fallen in love and decided to make a go of the Golden Spike, the saloon/motel in Darling
Bay, the sleepy gold-rush town founded by their great-grandfather. Their Uncle Hugh left it to all the sisters.
Now it has been refurbished with the hands of both Adele and her man. They are working on the motel part
and there is still the cafe to tackle. Adele is hoping she can convince Molly to take it on....because deep in
Adele's heart... she wants her sisters to come back together...

Molly is hit with full force of the her past time here in Darling Bay. Although it wasn't their actual home... it
felt like it. The sisters had the most fun... and Molly felt all the love her Uncle gave her...
Molly is settling in and is staying in the only room that is inhabitable. As she lays on the lumpy mattress, she
is unable to just rest. She decides to take a look at the diner and see just how bad it is...

2AM is not the usual time to look at property... and especially when it has been abandon and has no
electricity... but when Molly has an itch, she will scratch. As she opens the door, she immediately knows this
was not the smartest thing she has ever done. She starts to think she is hearing noises...from critters! and her
feet are sticking to the floor...But she also is flooded with all of the wonderful memories of her Uncle who
taught her how to cook and loved her completely.

As spooked as she was in the diner, Molly was moving with the flashlight app on her cel accessing the
damage of the place...when all of the sudden there was another sound and it was not a critter but human...and
before she knew it, she was running through the diner for her life.

A voice yells FREEZE, HANDS UP!!
and Molly with her pulse pumping turns and throws her cel phone at the man and hits him in the face. She's
running to try to get away and tackled; they tussle and is finally held down by the man who turns out to be....

The Sheriff. Collin McMurtry

They both decide she is not a threat to the community, although he has a few doubts about his own safety
considering their history back in the day...it seems there may have been a car incident and his body .....
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They talk and it seems Molly in her Kermit the Frog PJ's has captured his imagination. For Molly Darling
was always his favorite Darling. She had the voice and her looks were exactly what he loved... womanly.
Curves with sass. She was the spokeswoman for the group, the one who would do all the interviews...and he
had a soft spot for that girl. After a few more exchanges about how the town was still small and the gossip
the same...they say good bye.

Molly is woken by her sister asking her to get bagels and this starts a chain of events which end up with
Molly realizing what a cafe in Darling Bay could mean for the community. It seems since it closed, the town
has no place to eat "real" food at a decent price...Also the old cafe was like an unofficial community center
where all went to hang out and be together...There is a huge hole now that hasn't been filled and the people
are missing it.

Molly decides she is going to take on the redo of the cafe. Adele is thrilled and starts to take over like she has
always done...it was her position with her sisters...But this time, Molly politely but firmly tells her when she
is ready, she will ask for her help... that she needs to do this on her own...

For Molly has started to realize she needs to take hold of her life and make it happen for herself. Her history
in the family and while in the group was of Adele taking charge, Lana being the free spirit and Molly being
directed as to what to sing, what to wear and constantly being told what to eat. Molly wasn't lean like her
other sisters...her father told her she took after his side of the family... and had to watch every little thing. It
wasn't done with malice but it left a permanent impression.

Years of being badgered in school as a child, teen and then attacked in the press and by fans took a toll on
Molly. Her relationships with men were not positive and although she had figured out finally when her body
felt right for her, she wasn't as secure as she thought she was with her self image.

This realization happens with her exchanges with our Sheriff. Both of them are interested in each other... yet
it seems every time things are rolling along quite nicely for Colin and he thinks he is making headway with
Molly...something happens and she shuts down. He has no friggin idea as to what causes it and is really
confused. They will be talking and then Molly will hear something Colin says...and because of her painful
history... she hears what has been implied by others...Not what Colin implied at all. This will be a pattern
with them and until Colin figures out what the deal is...he will be clueless.

Molly also has one other trigger...she cannot take anyone telling her what to do... it will raise her hackles and
she will run as far away as possible.

The sweet charm and attraction between Colin and Molly is right there for the taking... we want them to
connect. We want Molly to be open to Colin and let him just love her. Collin is presented not as this perfect
man... he has his own crap... but his heart is so good, we know he is a keeper.

I would also say, look for the "Best Supporting Character", Collin's sister. She has a future.

I was hooked with this read. I wanted to follow this couple, the sisters and other characters in the story. The
growth of all the players, big and small, was huge and important to the story. This was not some little
romance tale with just a HEA... it was so much more and worth the read.

While rereading this review, I don't know if I have given you enough of the charm and heart central to this
series. It discusses important issues but in a way which is not overwhelming or a turnoff. I think those that
give it a chance will be glad they did.

Although there isn't a title for the third book in this series...I know there will have to be one, Lana is in the
wings.... waiting for her cue.
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Janine says

This was ok but I didn't love it.

Anna says

I was given a copy of this book in exchange for an honest review.

I have a major problem with Rachael's books, I always end up at 2am fighting to keep my eyes open wanting
desperately to know what is going to happen next whilst not wanting the book to end... Her characters are
always realistic, they have issues and brains and they talk to each other, which is something that tends to be
sorely lacking in a lot of romance books. You end up rooting for the people to do well, to feel better and not
just to get together and have things all wrapped up in a pretty bow. At the same time it's great romance and
smoking hot in places which isn't an easy thing to pull off and doesn't come that often in any kind of book.

There's also a sense of fun in these books (and all the Darling Bay books), they're not heavy heavy and
depressing, they're uplifting, and although I wasn't a huge fan of the public way this particular story wrapped
up I really enjoyed the book, even though it was far too short and over too quickly! Hurry up with the next
one Rachael!

Cherry says

4.5 stars
I've read quite a few of Rachael's books (I especially loved the Cypress Hollow Yarn series) and she is fast
becoming one of my favourite authors - there is a warmth and depth to her writing which is really drawing
me in. This story was no different. I like the relationships and communities that Rachael builds in her various
series, and I loved the way the setting in this book in particular was like a character in itself. I admired Molly
the heroine, I thought her strength was portrayed well and I loved the dream/magical aspect of her past that
was woven into the story setting, but I must admit I had some moments when I felt uneasy about the hero
Colin. I'm not totally convinced he's going to be allowed to stay the distance, he might need to pull his head
in on a regular basis, although there was a hint at a tenderness that I thought possibly could have been
explored a little more. All in all, I really enjoyed the book and will definitely read the others in the series and
beyond.
I received a kindle review copy of the book from the author.

Karen G says
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I was given an advance digital copy of this book in exchange for my honest for review.

I hadn't read the first book of this series when I read this one, but it wasn't necessary for me to thoroughly
love Molly's story. There are so many layers to her story, from the relationship between the sisters, their
musical history, their breakup and separation with different careers...it kept me engaged and wanting to know
more. Add in the beautiful imagery and descriptions of Darling Bay...well, I want to book a trip and visit
there myself!

Molly's interactions with Adele, her developing relationship with Colin, and her relationship with Nikki all
rang true, while at the same time tackling some major issues: family ties, body image issues and eating
disorders, and domestic abuse. Each of these was handled with compassion and insight, and added to Molly's
story rather than distracting from it. I loved that I not only got to know Molly, but found out what drove
Colin, and his sister, as well.

I thoroughly enjoyed having the chance to spend some time in Molly's world. My only disappointments?
That Lana's story isn't available yet and that I can't download a Darling Songbird's CD!

Jennifer says

This review was originally posted to Jen in Bookland

4.5 stars

The Songbird's Call was such a beautiful read. It has been a while since I read this author, but now I am
thinking what took me so long to read the rest of her work? This story was simply fantastic and wrapped me
up in the warm fuzzies that I love so much. It was almost Laura Florand like while reading. It is like the
author spirited me off to a magical land where everything is so beautiful I can't help but be totally in awe of
the story. That is not to say the characters and everything weren't real and have their ups and downs and
everything, it just made me feel all warm and fuzzy inside (even when they did things I may not like). It was
wonderful.

I should note that though this is the second book in a series I haven't read the first book yet (though I will be
changing that soon). As such it was fine as a standalone, but really just made me want to read more and more
and more. I didn't want the story to end so it is nice that I have another book still to read. Then I wasn't so
sad to see this story come to a close.

Alright as for the story itself? Well this is the story of Molly and Colin. Molly of the famous Darling
Songbirds. I am not sure what exactly happened to the three sisters who used to be so close, but this story is a
few years later after they have all dispersed and haven't talked much since. Molly's sister was in the first
book and the first to come back to Darling Bay and settle down. Now Molly is back for a bit for a surprise
visit and she is not planning on sticking around. It is hard being back where everyone knows you and
everything that happened. It is just not for Molly even though she loved the time she spent there as a kid.
Molly was an interesting character. She has a bit of self esteem issues. I mean she was the larger sister, so
everyone always commented on her weight. I can't imagine what that would be like when you are in the
spotlight and are not stick thin. People can be very brutal, especially online where they feel anonymous, and
Molly still struggles with self image issues. That and some poor choices she made after the band broke up
make her think she is not doing so well. She needs to stop and recharge and get herself back before she can
figure out what she wants to do with the rest of her life.
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Colin is the sheriff in Darling Bay. He grew up there and hasn't had it easy. He is not used to wanting things
or hoping for things as he never seems to get them, but he always liked Molly. She was the one he was
drawn to, not her sisters. In his eyes she was perfect. But she would never go for him. Until she comes back
to town and they start to get thrown together. Then for the first time he sees that maybe he could have
something here. Something amazing. If they can both stop being afraid and face this together. They were so
cute. I loved how they just kept getting in these ridiculous situations. I loved how Colin was bossy, but
Molly wouldn't put up with that. I loved how long it took the two of them to see what was there between
them. Really I just loved these characters.

Now I didn't always understand Molly or her reasons for doing things. She is one of those people that has to
do everything herself. If she gets help then she didn't do it and it wouldn't be hers. I don't really understand
that as everyone needs helps sometimes, but I know people like that. She also lets her insecurities get in the
way sometimes and cause problems with her and Colin. Sometimes I felt so bad for him as she would be so
hot and cold. He would think things were fine, then she would be cold and he would feel terrible that he did
something to hurt her, when really it was just Molly and her issues. She also was always running and afraid
of everything. Even at the end she is too afraid to try and fix some issues she has. Instead she would rather be
miserable when it would have been easy to fix if she would put on her big girl pants and face her problems.
She did get on my nerves at times, but the writing made it so I still loved her. Yes, I didn't always understand
her, but she was still great to read. I may have yelled at her a bit at times, but that is okay. The author made
me still care for her and want nothing but good things to happen.

Overall this was a wonderful read. Molly could be annoying at times, but the writing made me not care so
much. Made me still love her when otherwise I might not have. That is the test of a really great author. Make
me love a book and characters I otherwise wouldn't. And Colin? He was wonderful. Not perfect, but always
trying to do right by those he cares about. This was such a sweet, wonderful, beautifully written story. I
highly recommend it even if you haven't read this author before. Get wrapped up in the warm fuzzies. You
won't regret it.

Note: I received a copy of the book in exchange for an honest review

Carrie says

After being introduced to Molly as a side character in the first book, I wanted to see what her story was - it
felt like she had one to tell. Cute continuation of the Darling Songbirds story which hits on some heavier
topics in an interesting way.

**Extra props to the author - the author is a San Francisco Bay Area resident and I totally appreciate her
using local reference spots, naming the right freeways, and quoting the correct travel times to get to her
fictional Darling Bay ; The number of times I've read books that get this stuff wrong is countless and
irrationally irritating to the locals who know better. Cheers to Rachael for that!**

Pat Christie says

Second book of the series

Middle sister with low self esteems comes home to visit but is drawn to the cafe she loved as a child. She
meets the sheriff while rebuilding the cafe. They have a rocky start but find a way to love
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WB says

The Songbird's Call by Rachael Herron 4.5 Stars is a really enjoyable read.
Read today you won't be disappointed.

Sarah says

So...I am a HUGE fan of Rachael Herron. I adore her Cypress Hollow series and Splinters of Light left me a
weepy mess (in the best possible way). When I had the opportunity to read The Songbird's Call, I was
incredibly interested. Former country music stars - check. Family group - check. Interpersonal family issues -
check. Small town living AND a sheriff hero - double check. I'm only sad that I didn't read book 1 first (a
problem that I will soon correct).

In book 2, we follow Molly, the middle child and former lead singer of the Darling Songbirds, as she comes
back home to face the past she ran from. Molly's whole life in the limelight was fraught with insecurities.
Fresh off a really bad relationship, Molly heads home to visit the eldest songbird, Adele, and her hunky
boyfriend, Nate. It's a case of "back to the past" for Molly, and she must overcome a boatload of emotional
baggage in order to get her life back on track.

Molly's fortuitous run-in with the town sheriff, Colin, jumpstarts a chain of events that helps Molly realize
how good home feels. Colin has his own emotional baggage that he struggles to come to grips with. Between
his father's unfortunate legacy and a grown sister that he still wants to baby, Colin needs to let go of the past
and focus on what he wants for his future.

These two together were perfect. Their faults and frustrations made for unbelievably realistic characters that
I just wanted to hug (all of them!). Molly's desire to feel like she is enough and to use her voice for good
coupled with her quirky awkwardness made for a delightful heroine. Additionally, Colin's soft heart and
gruff exterior made him the perfect foil for Molly.

I only hope book 3 includes more about Colin's sister, Nikki. Her character made for a compelling subplot,
and my heart went out to her. We all know people who've been in her situation (or we've been their
ourselves), and her story was told in such a real and impactful manner.


