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IT BEGAN WITH A TANTALIZING, ANONYMOUS EMAIL: “I AM A SENIOR MEMBER OF THE
INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY.”

What followed was the most spectacular intelligence breach ever, brought about by one extraordinary man.
Edward Snowden was a 29-year-old computer genius working for the National Security Agency when he
shocked the world by exposing the near-universal mass surveillance programs of the United States
government. His whistleblowing has shaken the leaders of nations worldwide, and generated a passionate
public debate on the dangers of global monitoring and the threat to individual privacy.

In atour de force of investigative journalism that reads like a spy novel, award-winning Guardian reporter
Luke Harding tells Snowden’ s astonishing story — from the day he left his glamorous girlfriend in Honolulu
carrying a hard drive full of secrets, to the weeks of his secret-spilling in Hong Kong, to his battle for asylum
and his exile in Moscow. For the first time, Harding brings together the many sources and strands of the
story —touching on everything from concerns about domestic spying to the complicity of the tech sector —
while aso placing usin the room with Edward Snowden himself. The result is a gripping insider
narrative—and a necessary and timely account of what is at stake for all of usin the new digital age.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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N?pa says

H TIPOCWTIK? 10TOP?0 TOL AUEPIKAVO? TP?NV OTEA?XOUCE TN KOIV2TNTOC TWVY HUCTIKA
UTTPECI N, TIOL OTOKZALYIE TO AdIAV?NTO £€7P0C TWV TPVOUWY KAl AVO2TILV TIOPOKOAOLB?0EwV
TIOU K2VOULV Ol JUCTIK?¢ LTNPEC?eC TV HIMA Kal Tou HVWwUVou BaalAe?0u o€ EKATOUU?PIA, XWP?C
KOp?a 20€1a Kal ITIOAOY?.

Tnv 00N ZV?0UVVTEV TNV £7X0 T PAKOAOUB?0El EKTEV?C 2TV E20TINOE, A0 OT? TNV
TNAE?pOon(T10 TIOA? ATE? TEPL2PYELD VIO VO OW TI UTIIPO?PEC B0 AAAVE TO EAANVIK? KAVZALD), OAA?
KUP?WG 2U0UV KOAANULVN OTO VTEPVET KABNUePIV? Kal dl?Bala €10?0€IC.

?tav Ba €?2xe KataAayi 20€l 0 67pufog 7PeAa va dlaB?0w Kal To BIBA?0 TOL EVTLX?C LETAPP?OTNKE
KOl OTa EAANVIK?.

KPWC S OPWTIOTIK? OXETIK? YE TNV LTTPECN ZV70LUVTEV. Ala?(oVTag T0 CLUVEIDNTOTID?NCA TT?200
OLOOTPEPAVEL TO yeyov?ta 1 TNAE?paon.B?Bata dev TEpUEVA T?MMOTE 7AAO ATT? TO L?00 TG

T PO TIAN POY?PN ONC.

?XEl TOA? eVALA@?pov va dlaPB?0e1¢ yia TNV {W? TOL,TIE JIAUOPE?ONKE N OK2AYPN TOL L?20d aT? TIG
EUTEIP?EC TOL,OAA? KOI TOUG A?YOUC TIOU TOV 0N OOV OE AUT? TN TPEN.

Kal 11 24a6a ar? aut? 10 BIBA?0 ; TOAA? KOl ONUAVTIK?.

APXIK? TN dVAUN KAl TNV ETIPPO? TIOL UTIOPE? VA ?XEL N TEXVOAOY?A TNV dNUOKPAT?0 TNC
KaBnUeEPIV?TNTAG OTNV G2YXPOVI KoIvwv?20 (O ?pyoueA TuBeBalVETAL KAl VO OKEPTE?C 2TI K?TOTE
TOV AYOVE TPEAT?)

2uaBa T evat n NSA Kat 2t dlaB?Tel KATATANKTIK?G IKAV?TNTEG V1O TOV TIRPWTOPIV? KO
OO0V WV ETIKOIVWVIN TIOU UTIOPE? VO CUAAEEL OE PA0 TOV K?0|0.

Me tnv Po?Peia tngn KuB?pvnan twv HIMA ?xel B?A&l KOPLO?¢ OTA TPOOWTIK? KIVNT? TNA?PuVa TNG
WykeAa M?pkeA, Evp?xe MAia Ni?to(o p?edpog tou Me&iko?), NT?Apa Bva

Po?0£@(01 KOVOUOA YOG, TIOAITIK ?C, TIP?£0P0C TNC BpadiA?0¢) Kal o€ deK?20eC PAAOLC NY?TEC TOL
K?0U0UL. TOUA?XI0TOV deV KVEL BIOKP?TEIC,TIUPUKOAOLBE? TOL TTVTEC.

MET? TIC OTIOKAAAPEIC TIOU 2KAVE 0 ZV20UVTEVY, 211 01 eTa1pe?eC (Y ahoo, Microsoft, Google,KAT)
TPOCE?PBNKAV ATI? TNV TP?TN CTIYU? VA CUVEPYOTTON HE TIC HUOTIK?C UTINPECT?EC AYWA UG KAl
AUEPIK?C OAAN? ETELD? OB?ONKAV TO KPZE IO TIOL OO 2TpyaV OTT? TOUC TEA?TEC TOULC LW2AIC UTI?PXE
K?rola dlappo?, {?tnoav am? TiI¢ KUBEPVIOEIC VO TOUC "UTIOXPE?00LV" UE VU0 VA TPAS?d0UV Ta
OO0V ATT? TOLC G?PPEP TOUCE 20TE VO UTIOPON VO ETIKAAECTON AUT? TNV AIKOACTIK? EVIOA? (TNV
OTI0?0 PUOIK? 20WOE 0 AV?TATOC AIKACT?C Twv HIMA) U?A1¢ Ba yiv?tav oTolad?rote dlappo? 2l
?X0UV ToUC a?pPep Toug avolxTo?¢ o€ NSA kol GCHQ(N Bpetavik? NSA).

H NSA dev ?tav uvn tng o€ aut? tnv £€7?puvén dedouvwv,n GCHQ tng Bpetav?ag Kal ol op?Aoyol
TOUC 0€ LTI PEC?eC 0ToV Kavad?, Tnv AuoTpaA?a Kat T N?a ZnAavd?a ?tav 7Aol pal? otnv
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ETIXE?PNON OE IO CUHEWV 20, WWaoT? ¢ "TATE p?2ta.”

2w yp?@el 0 Harding, atnv TpooT?el? TN VA KVEL TOUG APEPIKAVO?C TIO A0@AA?¢,n NSA ?xel
KVEL TNV OUEPIKNVIKEG ETIKOIVWV 26 ALY?TEPO AGQPAA?G KA ?XEl UTIOVOUE?OEL TNV 0OP?AEIN TOU
OULV7ZA0U TOU AIOSIKT?0V EIGAOVTOC A" TI?200 T?2PTA "OTO AOYIOHIK? KPUTITOYP 2P on¢ TV
XPNOIUOTOIE?TAL V1O TNV TPOOTAC?0 TWV TPOCWTIK A KAl ETAIPIKAY SESOU VWV, 2TIWG O PXE?D
UYE?0C KOl OIKOVOULK?Y GUVOAAOYV.

A0 AT? TA THO OTIOKOAUVTITIK? B7UaTa 21aV 211 0 YeVIK?¢ d1EVOLVT?C TNC EBVIK?C Y TNpET?0(C
AopaAe?a¢, Keith Alexander LoXUP?0TNKE 2T1L T AU@AEY?UEVA TPOYPUUATA MOLIK?C CUAAOY?C
OO0V WV OTO E0WIEPIK? TNE X7POC E7XE £2XAV ATOTPAYEI TOV EVTIUTIWOIOK? aplBU? Twv 54
TPOHOKPATIK GUVOLWO!I A, 0@ VOVTOC VO EVWoNBe? 2T PAEC AUT?C EELPAVOVTAY OTNV AUEPIK?.

?Mw¢ onueEl Vel 0 Harding,0 avatinpwt?¢ tng EBVIK?¢ YT peo?a¢ AcpaAe?a¢ ChrisInglisotn
oLVXELA TPAA?XONKE 2T LPALG HIO VTOL( VO ATT? QUT? TA XTUTI2UOTA £2XAV 0X?20N UE TIGHIMA.
210V EM?20NC 000 Q?C WE TIPOC TO OV AUT?C Ol CUVOUWAO?EC ?TAV TIPAYUOTIK?C .MEPIK?C ATI? TIG
aVaEoP?¢ TV 20W0E £2XAV VA KVOLV LE OIKOVOUIK?¢ B0COANP7EC.

2101 AOILTTA QUTO? TIOU TIOPA L7PPWOaV TNV 0AP0E10 TIOU GA/0UPA 2ZEPAV TI KAVAV,UENVAVE
QTI?PNTOL, EV? TO TP?0WIO TIOU 2PEPE OTO PWC TPAVOLZEC KO OVTIOUVTOYUATIK?G
OpUaTNPI2TNTECKATNYOPE?TAL O TPOD?TNC.I17¢ UTIOPE? ALT? VA 2XEl VNUA OE IO SNUOKPAT?];
Z0@?¢,01 €EEAEEIC ALT?C OEV ENVAI ATIN? ATOUOVWUAVA YEYOV?TA OE U0 LOTOP?0 YPOAQEIOKPAT?C
TIOU UTEPRBAVEL TIC ApUod 2TNT?C TNCAULT? ToU 0 Edward Snowden 2gepe 0TO @w¢ e al 2l Ol
KLBEePV?0EIC TV 3?70 KOPLUEA 2wV dNUOKPOTIA TOU K?0OU EV?pYnoay ooV JIKTATOP?EC.

AvT?va 0dnNynBe? otn AP auoTnp? K2Tpwv,va o@?El Ta AOUPL? OPYOVIOUO?C TIOU 2TV P2uota
KOl VO CUYKOAAPEL THO EEWPPEVIK? OTPABOTIIT2UATA TOUG,?0TEVCAV VO TOUG UTEPOCTICTON.
Av?tepol a&lwpaTo?X0l TNE PPETAVIK?C KUB?pvnong Katny?pnoav tnv egnpep?da Guardian yia
TPOJ0C 20, OE T?1010 BABU? TIOL AVAKOACE TO TIPOCWTIK? TNEG VO KATAOTPAPEl TOUG UTIOAOYIOT?C IE
TO APXE?Q TOU Snowden. TauTt?xpova, N Ku?pvnaon twv HIMA XprnolJoTole? ?ha ta dla8?2c1ua H?0a
VIO VO EVTOTI?0€1 TOV ZV?0UVTEV KAl VO TOV dIK?0€l.

To 110 AUTIP? 2UWC EMVAL 2TI OV TOV ATIOKOAE? UV0 N KLB?pvNan TPOS?TN OAA? KOl 0 ATAG
K?0U0G.H A0 ?K? KOTAKPOULY? Oev €Al KAl T?00 Pey?An oTi¢ HIMA. O1 APEPIKOVO? ETTOEIKV 0LV
HZAAOV ATI?010,0EP0V 211 EXAL EVTZEL VA TIPOKOAOLBE? N KLB?pvNon Ta U2AA ? Td
TNAEEUV2UOT? TOUG. TEAIK? VIO TIG KATOYYEAZEC Yia TNV TA?pN TpakoAo?0non TQN NMANTQN
OK?710 KOl TOu 2010V Tou OuTrua aTt? OTIIOVO?TIoTE LYWNA?Ba B TP?KTopa TN CIA atap?tnoav
VO OOXO0AOVTAL TA KOVZALA,0AA? Vid TO TT2¢ 60 CUAAN@BE? LT?C TIOU POC TO YWWOTOTD 2N OE Hag Td
TP?{0UV K?0E U7p0, Vid VA LOC TIOLV 2T1 210G TOA?EL KAl OTIOKOA?TTEEL TNV OA?0E10 KAl TNV
TOPAB?00N TG VOUIU?TNTAC Ba KLVNYL 2TaL LW?2XPI TPAOUC.

To TP?RANUA HE TOLC AUEPIKOVO?C EVAI 2T, A¢ TOLE TIPAKOAOLBOVE KAl TI?TE TTVE OTNV
TOUOA?TA OK2UA,?X0UVE TIPOYUOTIK? KATATIE? TO TUP?KI KAl TIG UTIPOPEC KA TNV TIROTYV O
TWV YEPOAKI KAl TOU FOX,0AA? 2101 Kl TIPOOTINB?0€l K?T010¢ VA TEPIOP?0EL TA 2TAO KAl VA d?0€l
ONU?01a KAl -OXEOV- OWPEN LYE?D VIO TP2JEIYUA, Ba apX?(ouv va @uv?(ouV Y10 TPAEIK 2TT O
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KOl Y10l KOPOULVIGU?.

KAaoolk?¢ HMA

O K?00¢ Xpel 2(Tal aVOP?TIOLC OOV TOV ZV20UVTEV.

A ?TOUO AOYIK? LIE ETUXEIPUATO TIOL KVEL ETIAOY?C UE (201 TN CUVE?DNON TOUL KOl TIAVW AT 7Ad
olaB?rel B?ppoc.

MopaB?tw KAl K?Tl wpa?0 ToU ?XEl TEL:

«Agv B72Aw va (W O€ UIa KOIVWV?0 TIOL KVEL T?T010 TPAUATA.AEY B2AW va (W 0€ VAV K700 21U

OTIO?TOTE AW, OTIS?TOTE KNV W, OE OTIOIOVA?TIOTE AW, K70 2K@Paan dnUIoupyik?tntag ? 2pwia ?
Q@A?0C KOATAYPZPETAL...». VTOUOPVT ZV?0UVTEV

O OpwIog aLT?2¢ VAl 7pWag A LVa.

MPOTP?rw TOLE TTVTEC VA TO OO B?00UV.?AAWOTE 1N ACP?AEL0 OEOOUV WV / LTIOKAOTT? SEQOU VWV KAl
CUVOMIALD Ba ?MPETE VO LOG ATIIOXOAE? PA0UC.

A&l va de?te KAl To vTokipavt?p Citizenfour, TIOL dE?XVEI TO XPOVIK? TWV CUVAVT?TEWV TOU
ATOLAPVT ZV?0UVTEV HE TOV ONUOCIOYP?@0, MKAEV TKPYOUOAVT.H TaIV?0 ATIOTUTIVEL TIC YEUTEG
AVTO0N NU?PEC TIOU TI?POCE 0 ZV20LVVTEV OTO XOVYK KOVYK KAl TIC EKMUOTNPE?TEIC TOU,0TOUC
onuoatoyp?pouc tn¢ Washington Post kal Tn¢ Guardian, Tpiv auTto? Tpoo oTIC WWoT?2C
OTOKAAPEIC VIO TIC T POKOAOLO?0EIC TIOL TIPOK PAECAV TO TIIYK 2010 EVAIAQ?POV.

Colibri says

O LukeHarding, Kave pia eKTANKTIK? OOVAEL?, CUYKEVTIPAOVTAC PA0 TO LAIK? OE VA EVIA?0
KEPUEVO. VA CUVAPTIIOTIK? Q@AM A, LE YP?YOPO PLOU?, TO OTID?0 dIAB?(ETAl OTIVELOT?.
ZUOTETAl aVETTEPAOKTO!

«Agv 072 Aw va (W ag VAV K700 ?1ov 0TIO?TOTE AW, OTIO?TOTE KNV W, OE OTIIOVO?TOTE
MIA?w, K?0E K@paan dnNUIoupYIK?tNTag ? 7pwta ? @A?0¢ KaTayp2geTal...»

«BA?TEIC TRYUATA TIOL 200 ENVAL AVNOUXNTIK?. 2tav SEIG TA TTVTO CUVEIONTOTIOIE?
20 OPICUVA AT? AUT? TO TRAYUATA EVOI KATAXPNOTIK?. H a?200n0n TEp? adIK 20
EVIOXZETAL. AEV LTTPEE K2TOI0 CUYKEKPIAV0 TIPWIV? [TIOL VA 0NK20NKa
OTOEACIOPAV0C 21 deV TT?El PAN0]. 2TV IO QUOIOAOYIK? dladIKOO20»

«...0l KOTOOKOTEUTIK?G UTIPEC?EC TNC A?0N ¢ 20EXVAV VA LNV aVTIAQUBVovTal TNV
ELP?TEPN EIKVA: 2TI TO KP?TOC T?P0 TIA CUVZAEYE OOl AKP?TWE TIC ETIKOIVWV 7EC
EKATOMMUP?WV aVOP?TIIV, XWP?C TN W?0N ? TN CLUYKAT?0607? TOLG.»
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«Ta ?2utm ?rav 7A0l eKeol Tov dev W?pi{av ?tl 1o iPhone p?o@epe otnv LTNPEC?O
KOTOOKOTE?0 G V?EC SUVAT?TNTEC T PAKOAO?0n 0N G TIOU OEV UTIOPO?0€E KAV v
@AVTAOTE? 0 OPXIK?C MEY?AOC AJEAP?C. O1 "KATAVAAWT?C" 2TAV TA AVEYK 2QOAN
TEIOVI0 OTPATIWTZKIO TOU 7PYOUEA.»

«ZTNV AVTIOIK?20 Y10 TO TI0I0G EAYXEL TO dAdKTLO, 01 VOpwrl TNG NSA divav pia
dvOo0?wvn artvtnon: "Epe?c" . »

«ZTNV ETOX? TN KLPLAPX 20 TWV OEBOUNV LV, N LTINPEC?0 UETATOTI?OTNKE ATI? TO EIOIK?
OTO YEVIK?? ATT? TN OTOXOTIO? 0N OTO EEWIEPIK? OE EKENVO TIOL O ZV?0UVTEV
XOPOKTNP?LEl WG " KABOAIK?, AUT?UOTN, HOdIK? THPAKOAO?0noNn" .»

«Ol HVUVEC TTOAITE?EC TIPOYUATOTIOION EVZPYEIEC OVTIKATACKOTI0C,
XPNOIUOTOIVTAG TANB?p0 W20WV. V0 ATE? TA TA?0V OTIOTEAECUATIK? EVAL N
OLVEPYUT?0 UE EUTIOPIKO?C POPE?C VA TNV ATIXKTNON TP?0BACNC OE TANPOPOP?EC N
0100701 UEG E PAANOV TP?TO»

«To Facebook atok?AuE 2Tl TO TEAEUTA?0 €E2UNVO ToL 2012 20waoE TA TIPOCWTIK?
oedopuva 18 pe 19.000 xpnot?v o€ Al 2PopeC KPATIK?G UTINPEC?EC Twv HIMA, 21 pVo
otnv NSA aAA?kal oto FBI, o€ opooTovAl aK?¢ UTNPEC?EC KAl OE TOTIK?C AOTUVOUIK?C

apx?c.»

«OeWPNTIK? EUAO0TE OVEE?PTNTO KP?TOC. MPAKTIK? UGG 2X1».

«...TO TPOYPZUUOTO TV HA{IKV TPAKOAOLB?0€wv TN NSA 1oV aTOK PALPE "OEV Hag
TIP?XOLV OOE?AEIA". Z2UPWVA UE TA AEYPUEV? TOL: «TPAVHUAT?( 0LV TNV OIKOVOU7O.
TpauPAT?ZoLV TN X?2pa Hac. Meptop?louv TN duVAT?INT? HAG VA IAPUE KAl vd
OKEPTUOOTE KOl VA {0?UE KOl VA EUACTE dNUIOVPYIKO?, VA ?XOUUE OX?0€1¢, v
OLVAVOOTPEPUAOTE EAEDEPA... YTI?PXEI TEP?0TIA ATI?0TACT OVAUECO OTA VAU
TIPOYP7UHUATO, OTN BEUIT? KATACKOTE?N, OTN GVVOUN €T1BOA? TOU VZUOUL 2Tav €A
OTOXEUUVN KOl Bao?eTal 0€ BEUIT?C EATOUIKEVUVEG LTIOY?EC KO EVPPYEIEC B20El
EVTIZAMOTOC, KOl OTNV KAOBOAIK? O dIK? TRIPAKOAO?0N G TIOL 87Tl OA?KANPOLC
TANOLOPO?C K?2TW ATT? K?TOI0 J?TI TIOL BA?TEL TA TTAVTA, 0K U0 KI 2TV OV XPEL?(ETAL».
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Shaun says

Great . . . if you'reajournalist and like the fast-paced action and efforts by the Guardian to protect freedom
of the press and the First Amendment. Curious that a newspaper in the UK is seeking protection of the First
Amendment when the UK does not even have either a Constitution or Bill of Rightslike we enjoy herein the
US. It begs the question: Where was the US Press -- or the Fourth Estate -- when all this was happening
under our noses? To ask the question isto answer it: asleep at the wheel. Suddenly Mr. Snowden's choice in
seeking assistance from reporters with the Guardian looks that much more inspired and brilliant to me.

Otherwise, the book is"average" to "good" if you are just aplain ol' reader like me. Seemed to be alot of
self-aggrandizement by Mr. Harding and the folks at the Guardian. Makes Snowden out to be a"patriot" and
not the "traitor" heis alleged to be. Sure makes the NSA and our politicians -- especially the White House --
aswell asthe politiciansin the UK, look absolutely terrible with all their obvious lying to Congress, lying to
each other, lying to the American, UK and world citizens, double-dealing, back diding, and whatever other
invective you wish to direct toward them.

Not "All The President's Men" but not a stinker either.

Arun Divakar says

Life aswe know it is now almost entirely on the internet. When we are not on the phone (which in itself isa
rare thing), we are on the computer or the tablet swimming in the ocean of the internet. We live, play, work,
love and trade on the internet and build our entire identities there. | will complete thisreview and post it on
an online forum which is again an irony from the POV of the book. Imagine the kind of information that is
available in the world of the internet, everything we have ever read and written, every financial transaction
made, every phone call and video call isall out there for someone to grab and use if they have enough
resources to do so.

The million dollar question is : is someone doing this snooping ? The world believed that this wasn't until
Edward Snowden came out of the woodwork and unveiled what the Germans called der shitstorm, the
extensive reach of the American NSA in breaching online privacy. The kind of revelations that Snowden
brought to the limelight has led to businesses, individuals and nations to rethink the extent of American
penetration into their lives. This book is a chronicle of Snowden’s defection, his subsequent reveals with the
help of The Guardian group and his subsequent exile.

The fact that Snowden who was a contractor with the NSA had such extensive access to the documents does
itself question the access controls placed by the agency on its sensitive material. The book does not go into
the details of how the documents were eventually smuggled out. Although in thetrailer for Oliver Stone's
Showden, Joseph-Gordon Levitt tosses something resembling a Rubik’s cube as he walks out of the security
check. Snowden isintroduced as a geeky young man who enlists in the army to be discharged for a broken
leg and later with his formidable computer skills, he finds ajob with the CIA. Whileinitially heis a geek
who is all gung-ho about his move into the cloak and dagger world of espionage, his move into NSA shakes
him completely. According to The Guardian and Snowden, this was a period when he understood how much
American intelligence had penetrated the world and all of it made him completely disillusioned. He moves to
Hong Kong and with the help of the newspaper group begins to run a series of articles which expose the
massive surveillance conducted by the US and UK on a post 9/11 world.
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There followed afurore al over the world in which the world nations, the corporates and the common
citizens angrily responded to the extent to which their privacy was violated. And yet if the book isto be
believed, the Obama administration was strangely nonchalant and in denial mode all through this. There
were alot of hand wringing and impassioned pleas from the American side of the fence that all of thiswas
done to counter another 9/11. It then came as a surprise to the law makers that even in the Congress, the
opinion was divided on what good the increased amounts of spying into the lives of citizens was doing and
also to whether the NSA really needed to be reined in. Not much has changed in the world and being the
secretive organization it is, we don’t know what the NSA is up to now. The Snowden effect was more visible
in terms of the steps that netizens adopted all over the world following the revelations. Technology
companies and consumer electronics (read Apple) have made the encryptions stronger and hopefully made it
difficult for the snoops to find their way into the maze of information. Research also points to the fact that
terrorist outfits have made their digital security stronger too which sums up the fact that across the globe
thereis a heightened awareness of the need for systems which are tamper proof.

Snowden obviously became a global fugitive and is currently in Russia with another side effect being that to
a section of the Americans, heisaso atraitor. Post this book and my reading on thistopic, | don't findin
Snowden a hero or arevolutionary. He is a symbol or more aptly a channel of communication which told the
world to be on their guard. His morals or ethics are subjects to be debated about and since this book was
published by The Guardian, they always treat their subject with atenderness. But we need to step beyond
him as an individual and come to terms with the extent to which the global intelligence network has spread.
There is mention in the book of an operative who put his girlfriend on electronic surveillance after they had a
spat and | fail to understand the threat to national security in such acase! The term ‘abuse of power’
assumes gargantuan proportions when viewed at through such a prism. Also to note is the reaction meted out
to the newspaper from the British authorities following the scoop which leads you to wonder about the
freedom of the press.

A timely if not slightly dated book but still worth aread. Lesson learned is also that : Pretend it is the 1980's
and that there is no Wi-Fi, talk to another person instead of texting them !

?A.J.? says

A truly enjoyable read. Personally, | would've given it a5 starsrating, but it took on a more speculative tone
and left me with afew questions (which | couldn't really decided whether the Author purposefully intended
to or simply hadn't answers for) that probably got me al riled-up to want to get them answered.

Yanper says

Agv €01 AOYOTEXVIK? BIPA?0 €Al 2UWC APKET? EVALAP?POV. Z0U dNVEI U720 EA?XIOTN EIKV A OTT?
TOV B0UPOOT? K200 TWV HUOTIKA LTIPECL KOl TOU KATECTNUA0U. BA?TEIC TI?00 HOKPL? 7PAETE
0 OpyoueA Kat avatpixt ?2¢elg. Ata?2(ovtag 1o Ogv UTT?PECA Va PNV EEKapdloT? aTta y?Ald
EVOLLOUEVOC TIC YPO @ K?2C avapT?0€1¢ 0TO DB, " evnuepVw T0 PB ?t1 dev ETITP?TIW TNV XP?0N TWvV
TIPOOWTTKA OV OESOUV WY, GWTOYPO@E A, UTIAA UTAC UTIAC."AEV &?pw av U 0TE T?700 0?01 ?
1?00 OQEAEC.
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Liza Vourdaha says

PMELPEC TANPOPOPIEC.TTOAAD OVOLLOTA, TIOAAEG NUEPOUNVIEC.AKPWCG Ol OIPWTIOTIKO OXETIKO HE TNV
UTI?0e0N ZVOOUVTEV...Ta MME TEAIKO T1 O TIOAU T PATIANPOPOPOV Kal KAB0dNYyoV Tpa
EVNUEPVOLV.

Mal Warwick says

When the news broke late in May 2013 about a junior contract employee of the National Security Agency
(NSA) who had fled to Hong Kong with a collection of top secret documents about US intelligence practices
in hispossession, | didn’'t pay agreat deal of attention. Nor did | think much of it when the first stories
surfaced in the Guardian and the Washington Post that were based on the purloined documents. The
headlines merely seemed to confirm what we in the public had learned from previous disclosures about
widespread surveillance of US citizens by the NSA.

Then subsequent articles began making clear the previously unknown scope, depth, and character of the
NSA'’ s prodigious abilities to scoop up unprecedented volumes of communications data all across the globe.
| was shocked to learn that the US government had bugged the personal cellphones of Angela Merkel,
Enrique Pena Nieto, Dilma Roussef, and dozens of other world leaders. My eyes bugged out when |
discovered that the NSA was stealing all the data that coursed through the cables used by Google, Y ahoo!,
Microsoft, and other Internet companies. And | did a double-take when | learned that the NSA wasn’t alone
in this global data-mining endeavor — that Britain’s GCHQ and their counterpart agencies in Canada,
Australia, and New Zealand were al in business together under an agreement known as “Five Eyes.”

Now, having read Luke Harding’ s terrific new book, The Snowden Files, | know how much worse the
problemis.

As Harding writes, “[p]aradoxically, in its quest to make Americans more secure, the NSA has made
American communications less secure; it has undermined the safety of the entire internet” by inserting a
“back door” into the encryption software used to protect personal and corporate data such as health records
and financial transactions.

Clearly, these developments aren’t simply isolated eventsin atale of abureaucracy exceeding its brief (as
bureaucracies are wont to do). In alarger sense, what Edward Snowden brought to light is that the
governments of two of the world’ s leading democracies acted more like dictatorships. Rather than clamp
down on the rogue agencies that lied to conceal their most outrageous missteps even from senior elected
officials, their leadersinstead rushed to defend them to the hilt. Simultaneously, the US government used all
available resources to track down Snowden and put him on trial for treason. Senior officialsin the British
government accused the Guardian of treason, too, and even at one point forced its staff to smash to bitsthe
computers that were holding the files transferred from Snowden.

Treason? Really?

One of the most revealing episodesin this sad drama was the claim by General Keith Alexander, Director of
the National Security Agency, that the wholesale data-scooping had enabled the NSA to stop 54 terrorist
plots. As Harding notes, “ Alexander’ s deputy Chris Inglis subsequently conceded that only about a dozen of
these plots had any connection to the US homeland. Then he said that just one of them might have been
disrupted as aresult of mass surveillance of Americans. (He was also ambiguous as to whether the plots were
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real ‘plots;’” some of the citations he gave had more to do with financial transactions.)”

So, afour-star US general accountable for the actions of his 40,000-person agency publicly distorted the
truth — amost certainly knowing what he was doing — and got off scot-free, while the person who brought
to light his agency’sillegal and unconstitutional activities was charged with treason! How can this possibly
make sense in a democracy?

Y et there are even broader implications to this story.

The surveillance state and the future of democracy

Assume, for the sake of argument, that Barack Obama spoke sincerely in his 2008 campaign for the
presidency when he promised to ” strengthen privacy protections for the digital age and ... harness the power
of technology to hold government and business accountable for violations of personal privacy.”

Contrast that with the president’ s remarks in January 2014 on the subject of government surveillance, when
he responded in a major address to the publication of the Snowden documents detailing massive privacy
abuses by the NSA. He heralded a series of largely cosmetic changesin procedure but insisted *the men and
women of the intelligence community, including the NSA, consistently follow protocols designed to protect
the privacy of ordinary people.”

In other words, candidate Obama pledged to turn back some of the egregious abuses of Americans’ civil
liberties introduced by the Bush Administration — while president Obama unapol ogetically defended them,
just as he had in 2010 by signing the renewal of the notorious Patriot Act.

To my mind, this blatant turnaround reflects two major aspects of the new reality that now characterizes
American government: first, that the president is not an all-powerful chief executive but must routinely
accept as fait accompli much that has become established practice in the federal government, no matter how
he might feel about it; and, second, that the intelligence establishment, lavished with unlimited funds and
highly permissive laws by decades of protective presidents and compliant congresses, has grown out of
control.

What does that say about the future of democracy in America?

Think about it. Read The Snowden Files—if only because Luke Harding is an excellent writer. This book
reads more like a thriller than awork of nonfiction, and it’s clearly based on extraordinary access to many of
the principalsin the story.

And if you want to delve more deeply into the present-day reality of the US intelligence establishment, read
Top-Secret America by Dana Priest and William M. Arkin, and The Way of the Knife by Mark Mazzetti.
Taken together, these three books paint a chilling picture of the intelligence establishment that has
increasingly dominated America’s role in the world and, more recently, limited the scope of our freedom at
home.

Trish says

Radio and TV coverage of the Snowden leaks were spotty. This book helped to fill in the details,
background, and what happened since Snowden showed up in Moscow. Snowden himself, and his girlfriend
Lindsay Mills, are fleshed out alittle more, and | learned why an American would go to British journalists,
the Guardian, with the information he had purloined. It turns out the British, specifically their top-secret
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telecommunications monitoring arm, GCHQ, collaborated with the NSA: “We have the brains: they have the
money. It's acollaboration that’s worked very well.” [Sir David Omand, Former GCHQ Director] No
shortage of egoism and despotism to go around, then.

Snowden was a right-wing libertarian in early writings on the web as a user he called ‘ TheTrueHOOHA'. It
was frankly unsettling for me to read/listen to his thinking as ateen, and see his progression to action. To use
hiswords, he would like to be viewed as a patriot who believes in the right to privacy enshrined in the U.S.
constitution. When I’d first learned of hisleaks, | was startled. Listening to hisfirst interview on TV, | was
admiring. After reading this book, | am unsettled.

Luke Harding, a Guardian reporter, outlines the Snowden action for us with a minimum of sensationalism
but with some incredulity at the scope of the revelations. And the news is pretty sensational. Harding gives a
little background into Snowden’s early development, and his foray into working as a U.S. government
contractor specializing in the protection of U.S. government communications. Snowden’ s amazed and
amazing reach into the lives of othersviatheir private data transfers must vindicate the paranoid. While |
have my doubts that any world leader or business executive thought their telecommunications were truly
secret, Snowden’ s revelations are startling in the scope of the data collection and in the holesin the system,
e.g., ardatively low-level contractor had access to the material.

| should probably state from the get-go that | do not fear my government. | grew up in an age where inaction
was much more to be expected than action; incompetence and bureaucratic bungling was much more
common than overreach. | was not subject to the kind of totalitarian control experienced in Eastern Bloc
countries, the Soviet Union, or China, but we have those examples to know it can happen. | believe the
president and his minions who claim that the government is not listening to the communications of private
citizens. They simply do not have the capacity, nor the interest, to do that. However, they now apparently
have the means, and individuals within governments can have a deleterious effect upon the stated objectives
of government. Snowden has shown us a place where an individual might have an outsized effect to his
purported role.

Knowing just what | know now, if | had to make a judgment on Snowden’sfate, | might say he should go to
court congruently with the leadership of the NSA and the GCHQ. | don’t think it would have been possible
for him to “go up the chain of command” to protest this data collection. It is ridiculous to contemplate that
anyone would have listened to him, given the reaction from our fearless leaders upon learning of his
revelations. But | wish things had gone differently...for him and for us.

| listened to the Random House Audio version of thistitle, very ably read by Nicholas Guy Smith. | had a
look at the paper copy aswell, and found it concise enough that the momentum never lagged. Since
Guardian reporters were the ones that initially broke this story, it is reasonable that they are the ones to write
the details of what happened and the follow-up. | can’t imagine there is a person out there who wouldn’t be
interested in thistopic. Inform yourselves. Thisis going to be a political topic for some years to come.

Bettie? says

[Bettie's Books (hide spoiler)]
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Jeanpierre says

For those of my generation, you will recall reading 1984 and Brave New World. The debate was how society
might evolve toward some form of totalitarian control. In fact today both forms, drugs and invasion of
privacy are complimenting each other to reach such goal. Snowden's book written by The Guardian's
journalist shows how far this pervasive spying on everyone is been carried out through the internet, phone
and al digita tools.

The point that Bin Laden knew that and did not even have a phone line to his house take away any argument
that it is helpful to catch terrorist.

Thisisabook that al should read to be aware that everything written is read potentially by NSA staff. Hi
NSA handier, hope you gave a good day.

James Roberts says

First off, I'd like to apologize for not posting earlier. | finished the book a couple of months ago, and have
only recently found the time to write areview. Asto the book, | appreciated it because of its perspective. In
my opinion, | feel that the message is simple, concise and unbiased. As opposed to what you will get from
the American mass media, the UK media etc., we are given an inside view of the thoughts and reasoning
behind the actions of ayoung man who felt compelled to out what he felt were the disingenuous actions of
the US and UK government. | respect the actions taken, after the regular channels had been exhausetd, to no
avail. | am of the opinion that the great machine that is the government is neither concerned for nor
respectful toward any action that does not preserve or strengthen it's agenda - to amplify and solidify the
need for governance. This book laid out the details in an understandably chronological way, and from
multiple perspectives as to lead the reader to make their own assumptions about the validity and motive of
Snowdens' series of actions. What | found refreshing, was that for the first timein avery long time, | was
ableto read the detail s, without constantly being reminded by the mass media and the government, about
how | was supposed to feel. The book was well done, to the point, and an easy read - never boring or

lagging.

VasilisKalandaridis says

E€aipetik?.H 11p?tn pou @op? 1o dlaB?lw 1?tolov £€200u¢ PIRAY0.?2XEl
OTOLXE?0,NUEPOUNV2EC,UAPTUP?EC,KP?0EI GEPWTUOTA, ?A0. KOl ETHT?AOLG KAT?AABO TI AKPIB?C AMveE
OTNV LTTPBECN ZV?20UVTEV,N TNAE?PAON LPAANOV UTEPDEZEL AVT? VA TANPOPOPE?.

Charity says

When the Patriot Act first passed in the wake of the 9/11 attacks, | was part of a group that organized panel
discussions and protests against the act. The kind of wholesale surveillance revealed by Edward Snowden
was exactly the kind of thing, we feared, for which the Patriot Act paved the way. And although the
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consensus (asfar asthereis one) seems to be that the post-9/11 surveillance techniques of the NSA over-
reach even the provisions of the Patriot Act, the law alowed for just alittle hop-skip to the place where we
are today. So, while my inclination isto say, "l told you so," no onereally cares what | thought when the act
was first passed so why bother saying it?

A commenter on the radio asserted that the U.S. is divided into two camps, those who think Edward
Snowden is a hero and a patriot and those who think he's atraitor. | would argue there's athird camp of
people who know his name but don't know anything else about him, but the division is the source of the
point I'm trying to make. I've been inclined to think of Snowden as a hero from the beginning, and I'm even
more inclined to think so after reading The Snowden Files. I'm also inclined to ask my many computer-savvy
friends for advice on encryption software for my laptop. Not because I'm engaged in illegal activities, but
that's the whole point: the NSA is hoovering up data from everyone, not just from suspected terrorists. If |
pissed off someone in the government, I'm sure they could come up with enough evidence from my internet
search history and my library records to cobble together a case against me, or against anyone.

Thething | don't quite understand is why more people---myself included---aren't totally up-in-arms
(figuratively speaking) about Snowden's revelations. Why are so many of us just going about business as
usual? Isit because we assume we have nothing to hide, and so we're leaving things be and letting it up to
the journalists to be targeted as terrorists for reporting government actions that flout our rights under the
Congtitution? Or is it because we already assumed we had no privacy and so this new information doesn't
really bother us? As onefriend putsit, "l assume they aready have all of my information anyway."

But about the book: | enjoyed this book. It was a pleasant (if disturbing) read. | admit, I skimmed the " Shoot
the Messenger" chapter in which Harding goes into detail about the inner workings of British government.
I'm still an American, after all, and hearing about what happens in other countries kind of makes me glaze
over. | was astounded, however, at the grounding of the flight of the president of Boliviawhen he was
suspected of smuggling Snowden out of Russia (he didn't, btw). No wonder some other countries think of the
U.S. asabig bully throwing its weight around.

So, my next action is to procure Greenwald's book about the contents of the Snowden leaks, and to maybe
buy myself atypewriter and start visiting people in person more often rather than calling or e-mailing.

Elina says
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