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Patience Cavanaugh has lost hope in romance. The man she yearned to marry is dead and her dreams are
gone with him. Now she is consumed with the restoration of a dilapidated boarding house in order to support
herself. Despite her desire for solitude, Jedediah Jones, the local sheriff with areputation for hanging
criminals, becomes an ever-looming part of her life. It seems like such a simple arrangement: Patience needs
someone with a strong back to help her fix up the boardinghouse, and Jedediah needs a dependable source of
food for himself and his prisoners. But Patience gets more than she bargained for as she explores the depths
of the "hanging lawman"--and finds both betrayal and love.

With akeen eyeto historical detail and a deft hand at romantic tension, Maggie Brendan invites readersto a
Montana gold rush boomtown, where vices and virtues are on full display and love islying in wait.
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Jerry says

A good historical romance...but I've read better.

Dawn says

Summary (From Amazon)
Patience Cavanaugh has lost hope in romance. The man she yearned to marry is dead and her dreams are
gone with him. Now sheis consumed with restoring a dilapidated boardinghouse in order to support herself.

Despite Patience's desire for solitude, Jedediah Jones, the local marshal with areputation for hanging
criminals, becomes an ever-looming part of her life. It seems like such a simple arrangement: She needs
someone with a strong back to help her fix up the boardinghouse. He needs a dependabl e source of food for
himself and his prisoners. But as she gets to know this "hanging lawman," Patience finds there is far more to
him than meets the eye--and it could destroy their tenuous relationship forever.

My Thoughts:

I've read several of Maggie Brendan's books in the past and have found them to be quick reads. Thiswas no
exception. It was afast read.

There were times when | thought that it lacked depth, but still it was good.

| really enjoyed the interactions between Patience and her friend Emily. | thought those two were quite a
pair. | also enjoyed Jedediah too. His attempts at romancing Patience were rather funny at times. But in the
end, they worked out their differences.

Thisisabook that those who enjoy fluffy, no-thought novels. I'm looking forward to the next in the series.

| received this book for free from Revell Books for the purpose of reviewing. My thoughts and opinions are
my own.

Recommended to fans of historical romance, Christian fiction, Mary Connealy, Karen Witemeyer

Rating - 4 stars

Sydney says

Maggie Brendan kicks off her Virtues and Vices of the Old West series in book one The Trouble with
Patience. Thisis a sweet historical romance western that readers will thoroughly enjoy. It islight, fun, and
easy read that isfilled with alittle bit of drama, but is mostly a delightful romance. Brendan's story takes
place in asmall gold-rush boom town and has cowboys and cattle thieves that bring some action into the
story. Thisisa pleasant story that readers will want to pick up.

Series: Virtues and Vices of the Old West
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Genre: historical, romance, western, Christian
Publisher: Revell

Publication date: February 17, 2015

Number of pages. 336

A review copy of this novel was provided by Revell. A review was not required and all views and opinions
expressed are my own.

Sandra says

The Trouble with Patience, set in a Montana mining town, isthe first book in Maggie Brendan's new series,
Virtues and Vices of the Old West.

Patience Cavanaugh is a twenty-five-year old single woman trying to make a go of a boardinghouse she
inherited from her grandmother. Due to her mother's lack of uplifting comments and warmth, Patience
struggles with low self-esteem. She doesn't consider herself pretty enough or thin enough to capture the
interest of aman ... but she does.

U. S. Marshal Jedediah Jonesis aformer member of a group of vigilantes who dealt with "road agents"
before the law was formally established in Montana Territory. They hung their share of men, something Jed
regrets. While he wants awife and family, as far as he's concerned, he's too old and unattractive for Patience
to take a second look ... but she does.

I've read a couple novels by this author in the past and found them satisfying. I'll be honest, though, this
wasn't afavorite, because, for me, nothing earth-shattering happened in the first half of the book.

| liked Patience and her struggle to accept the way God made her. | liked Jed's simplicity and his endeavor to
forget the past. | liked the sweet love story and the subtle humor. What | would have preferred was to have
experienced something more compelling in the first 140 pages. I'm giving it four stars, because after that, it
takes off and becomes an enjoyable, relaxing, and interesting read.

If you're looking for a sweet romance for those snowbound days, check out The Trouble with Patience, but
be patient through the first half, because | think you'll find pleasure in the second.

Disclosure of Material Connection: This book came to me free from the publisher, Revell Publishing, with
the hope that | would mention it on this blog. There was no requirement for me to write a positive review and
the opinions | have expressed above are my own. | am disclosing this in accordance with the Federal Trade
Commission's 16 CFR, Part 255.

T.L.Haddix says

DNF at 3%

Only afew pagesin, and | can't do it. The heroine shows up in afrontier town with (apparently) no
expectation of what in the world to do with herself, decides to become a business owner without any
experience (or so it appears and we're told), interferes with the sheriff when he'sin the process of stopping a
man from stealing a saddle off a horse. " There's no cause to hang a man for stealing.”
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Thereis - especially when he's stealing what could well be the only saddle a person has for the only form of
transportation they have in arugged frontier. A saddle that could contain all their worldly possessions. Back
then, stealing a man's saddle could be akin to leaving him hanging off aledge draped over afifty foot cliff
with no rope on which to climb back up to safety.

Sorry, but | can't do the TSTL heroine. The do-gooder. It might be a good book, but for the sake of my teeth
and my tongue, I'll have to take a pass. Else | might grind said teeth down to nubs and bite tongue in half
before | finish the first chapter. | need to be able to believe the heroine can survive in thisworld she's been
setin, and | doubt this one knows how to light a stove.

Not For Me.

Victor Gentile says

Maggie Brendan in her new book “The Trouble with Patience” Book Onein the Virtues and Vices of the Old
West series published by Revell Books takes usinto the life of Patience Cavanaugh in 1866.

From the back cover: Patience Cavanaugh has lost hope in romance. The man she yearned to marry is dead
and her dreams are gone with him. Now she is consumed with restoring a dilapidated boardinghouse in order
to support herself.

Despite Patience' s desire for solitude, Jedediah Jones, the local marshal with a reputation for hanging
criminals, becomes an ever-looming part of her life. It seems like such a simple arrangement: She needs
someone with a strong back to help her fix up the boardinghouse. He needs a dependabl e source of food for
himself and his prisoners. But as she gets to know this “hanging lawman,” Patience finds there is far more to
him than meets the eye-and it could destroy their tenuous relationship forever.

With akeen eye for historical detail and a deft hand at romantic tension, Maggie Brendan invitesyou to a
Montana gold rush boomtown, where vices and virtues are on full display and loveislying in wait.

What does it take to run a boarding house? Well... When the boarding house is run down it takes hard work,
lots of repairs, cleaning and paint. And Patience is just one woman sheis going to need alot of help. She
works out an arrangement with Jedediah, the marshal, and things are working out when Cody comesto town
and also starts to help Patience. Now Jedediah begins to see Cody as something of athreat. In addition there
is cattle rustling and a murder to deal with. Ms. Brendan has done it again. She has provided a wonderful,
sweet story with power and depth that will keep you flipping pages. | think that “The Trouble with Patience”
isawinner and may be Maggie Brendan’s best story to date. | liked it alot and am so looking forward to the
next book by this highly talented author.

Disclosure of Material Connection: | received this book free from Revell Publishers. | was not required to
write apositive review. The opinions | have expressed are my own. | am disclosing thisin accordance with
the Federal Trade Commission’s 16 CFR, Part 255: “ Guides Concerning the Use of Endorsements and
Testimonialsin Advertising.”

Alishal. says

"The Trouble with Patience" was a story | liked, but there wasn't anything very special or unique about it.
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Thefirst part of the book was a bit slow and had somewhat of alove triangle with Jedediah becoming jeal ous
over anewcomer in town when the newcomer starts paying attention to Patience. The second part of the
book involved a mystery about who had been rustling cattle and who murdered a rancher.

The story did have a strong theme of forgivenesswhich | liked. | also liked Patience's faith. It was a nice
story with some mystery, but overall, for meit was just okay. A good book if you're looking for a

lighthearted read and you like reading western romances.

*| received this book for free from Revell in exchange for my honest review.

Haley Ssays

Patience Cavanaugh has lost hope in romance. The man she yearned to marry is dead and her dreams are
gone with him. Now she is consumed with the restoration of a dilapidated boarding house in order to support
herself. Despite her desire for solitude, Jedediah Jones, the local sheriff with a reputation for hanging
criminals, becomes an ever-looming part of her life. It seemslike such a simple arrangement: Patience needs
someone with a strong back to help her fix up the boardinghouse, and Jedediah needs a dependabl e source
of food for himself and his prisoners. But Patience gets more than she bargained for as she explores the
depths of the "hanging lawman"--and finds both betrayal and love.

Thetitle of this novel and of the series practically explainsit all. Guy (Jedediah) meets girl (Patience). Guy
isn't sureif girl likes him, but he likes her. A few sparks from the past bring in some drama. The whole novel
isset in the old west (thetitle of the series—Virtues and Vices of the Old West). | will not say if Jedediah
ever ends up with Patience. But you most likely can guess what happens.

To be honest, | wasn't impressed with thisnovel. | usually love fast paced books, but | think this book was a
little too fast paced for my liking. At the end of the novel, some of the characters were left holding on for
their life, hanging off acliff. Well, that might not be totally true, but they were left hanging in away that |
didn't know what happened to them.

When | read the back cover for the next book in the series, A Sweet Misfortune, | realized that A Sweet
Misfortune wouldn’t be about the other charactersin The Trouble with Patience. (And | wanted to read
Emily's story!). | was kind of disappointed in that.

But, | am sorry to say that this book’ s rating isn’t quite high. | would giveit 2 stars.

Title: The Trouble with Patience

Author: Maggie Brendan

Author’s Website: http://maggiebrendan.blogspot.com/

This review was written with my own opinions and words.
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Reet Champion says

Patience Cavanaugh with big ideas and sparkling dreams has set down in the Wild West with the idea of
reviving afamily boardinghouse. She's got quite a bit ahead of her to make it operational but sheis not
deterred. With her perseverance and ability to make friends (and annoy the local sheriff) it looks asif those
dreams will be realized before long. Despite the friction between Patience and Sheriff Jedediah Jones there
are some underlying feelings that even surprise them. But their differences seem to exceed their fedings.

Y et another cliche title to add to the list of books | wished | had just given up on after the first ten pages.
Yikes. If | was expecting anything untoward from Maggie Brendan it was something else. Instead | got pure
annoyance. On top of everything else the story didn't quite engage me as some of Brendan's books have.

(Okay, guys, rant coming on. Y ou have been warned.) What kept the story going, though was what really
annoyed me. Patience and Jedidiah early on seemed to be forever at the other's respective throat. Mainly
because Patience felt Jedidah (and he was) was degrading her because she was afemale and Jedidiah was at
the receiving end of afiery temper and sharp tongue he retaliated or even beforehand said something smart.
Thisisarunning theme in so many novelsthat | pick up anymore that it has gotten to be quite old. I'd love to
see afresh take on the conflict thing and as far as equality goes (though | personally feel that asfar as| got in
the book that the author used the conflict for humor rather than to approach that subject) that it shouldn't be
over trivial matters that demean the issue. There wasn't a balance. Perhaps towards the end things changed
and the characters began to act in arational manner instead of trying to find the insult in everything the other
said, but | didn't wait to seeif it happened. To my shame | didn't see the book through (isn't that a horrible
un-bibliophilic thing to do?!). But rant over. I'm sure there were good lessons in there somewhere as there
usually are with a Brendan book.

DISCLAIMER: In accordance with the Federal Trade Commission’s 16 CFR, Part 255: “ Guides
Concerning the Use of Endorsements and Testimonialsin Advertising” we would like to note that we
received a hardcopy of “ The Trouble with Patience” provided by the publishers, Bethany House,

in exchange for our honest review.

reetchampionbookreviews.wordpress.com

Lindsey (Booksfor Christian Girls) says

About this book:

“ Patience Cavanaugh has lost hope in romance. The man she yearned to marry is dead and her dreams are
gone with him. Now she is consumed with the restoration of a dilapidated boarding house in order to support
herself.

Despite her desire for solitude, Jedediah Jones, the local sheriff with a reputation for hanging criminals,
becomes an ever-looming part of her life. It seems like such a simple arrangement: She needs someone with
a strong back to help her fix up the boardinghouse. He needs a dependabl e source of food for himself and his
prisoners. But as she gets to know this* hanging lawman,” Patience finds thereis far more to himthan
meets the eye—and it could destroy their tenuous relationship forever.”

Series: Book #1 in the “ Virtues and Vices of the Old West” series.
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Spiritual Content- Proverbs 15:1 at the beginning; Prayers; Bible Reading & Scriptures are quoted; Mentions
of church going; Talks about God & forgiving; ‘H’s are capital when talking about God; Jed says he believes
in God but doesn’t go to church; Patience writes devotionals (though none are written out); Patience has a
strong Faith & witnesses.

*Note: two “ what the devil” s

Negative Content- Minor cussing including: a‘blasted’ (used as an adj.), a‘heck’, a‘shut up’, and two forms
of ‘“dumb’; Curses are said but not written; Jed tells Patience “ Don't let the door slam on your backside as
you leave.” ; Mentions of drinking, drunks & saloons; Mentions of smoking & tobacco; Mentions & talks of
hangings, Murder, Blood & Gun-wounds (semi-detailed);

Sexual Content- two not-detailed kisses and one barely-above-not-detailed kisses; Wanting to kiss & almost
kissing; Staring & Noticing; Nearness & Touches; Mentions of wanting to snuggle; Love, falling in love, &
the emotions.

-Patience Cavanaugh, age 25

-Jedediah Jones, age not-told

P.O.V. switches between them & Cody (once)

Set in 1866 { With Epilogue being afew years later}
316 pages

kL Lk ok ok ok ok k Lk Lk Lk Lk Uk Uk Uk k k Lk Lk Lk k k Uk k k Lk Lk k k ok ok k%

Pre Teens- One Star

New Teens- One Star (and a half)

Early High School Teens- Two Stars (and a half)

Older High School Teens- Three Stars (and a half)

My personal Rating- Three Stars

Hmmm. Overall | liked this book but it could have been a bit better, honestly. The blood was a bit too
detailed; And while | liked Patience' s Faith, | felt like there could have been a bit more about her devotionals
(like a couple of them written out in this book). Jedediah was a bit rough & harsh at the beginning (which |
understood because of hisjob) but it made me not like him for the first opening chapters...though, he did get
better by the end.

Link to review:
http://booksforchristiangirls.blogspo...

*BFCG may (Read the review to see) recommend this book by this author. It does not mean | recommend all
the books by this author.
*| received this book for free from the Publisher (Revell Publishers) for this review.

Amy says

Unfortunately, this book did nothing for me. The opening chapters gave mental whiplash, they changed POV
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S0 many times, not to mention the characterization felt completely dependent on the reader having read the
back-cover copy. Just couldn't connect with or get into this one.

Nicki Olsen says

* Summary*

Patience Cavanough,new in town, is going to do it...open her late grandmother's old, broken down boarding
house. When the stubborn, arrogant, sheriff Jedediah Jones publicly humiliates her in the center of town,
Patience is even more irritated with him. As the need to work together becomes evident, Patience begins to
exercise her name...and finds herself beginning to actually like the marshal. Then Cody starts coming around
and Jed seems way too overprotective. When unexpected situations evolve into a crime-solving situation, Jed
and Patience's two-stepping becomes more. Will they fix the situation? Can things work between them?

Jedediah Jones can't believe the gall of the strong willed newcomer, Patience Cavanough questioning his
authority in the middle of alaw situation. When she storms into his office demanding an apology and
choking down his mud thick coffee, Jed unknowingly fallsjust alittle bit in love with her. Except she's not
his type which iswhy it makes no sense that he's jeal ous to find another man helping Paitience paint her
boarding house. When the unlikely two end up having to work together to solve crimes, Jed can't help but
admire her spunk and tenderheartedness. Y et, his past keeps him from exploring a relationship with the
lovely lady...doesn't it? With the danger steadily increasing, will they even make it out?

*| |oved*

| loved Patience from the very start of this book. The tenderheartedness and spunk mix that she showed to
Jed from the beginning really had me. The story wasn't anything special but it was really sweet just the same
and had a surprising amount of mystery for awestern...very cool!! The town was areally sweet little western
town that as another reviewer said "reminded me of mayberry".

*Not my favorite*

Theonly thing | didn't like about it is the speed of the story. | felt it was alittle slower then | would like but
it was still good. It also was not a very unique story but still very cute.

*My Rating*

| give The Trouble with Patience...

4 starsl!

*My overal thoughts*

The Trouble with Patience by Maggie Brendan is a sweet western/mystery that | really enjoyed. The
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characterswere friendly, | loved the banter between the main protagonists, and the town was so charming!

*| received this book from bookfun.org and the publisher in exchange for an honest review. All thoughts
were my own and | was not compensated in any other way.

Abbi says

So | thought | had written this review weeks ago but apparently | just wrote it in my head and forgot to write
it down. And now I'm trying to piece together my thoughts three weeks and nine books later, so my humblest
apologiesif thisisn't the greatest review.

When | first heard about this book it sounded like it would be an interesting read but sadly | found myself not
enjoying it very much. It was a quick light read, which is nice on occasion but | didn't really connect to any
of the characters or the story-line, and the ending dragged on abit too long for my liking. | will say that all of
the talk of biscuits and cinnamon rolls (two of my favorite thingsto bake) had me itching to get into the
kitchen and set my mouth watering.

In short if you are looking for a fluffy western book than this might be exactly what you want, it just wasn't
my cup of tea.

| received this book free from the publisher in exchange for my review. | was not required to write a positive
review. The opinions | have expressed are my own.

Katie Marie says

| am happy to say that this book was very good. This was probably one of my favorite reads from Maggie
Brendan since "Deeply Devoted". Mostly because it kept my rapt attention with the mystery involved. My
first impression of Patience would be that she came across kind of self-righteous. | didn't care for that but she
did get better as the story continues. Also, the way she dealt with things most of the time wasn't the best way
in the world, she rushed into situations without completely thinking it over. Which is how she met Jedediah
Jones, so | guess her rushing into things wasn't completely bad. My first thoughts on Jed would be that he
had arather brash way in dealing with folks, which wasn't bad when he was dealing with hardened criminals,
not so much when he was dealing with awoman. One main thing | would have really liked to see more of in
this book was personal character devel opment, Patience had self-worth issues which was what made her real
to me since | think all women deal with such things at one timein life, but you really didn't get to see an
inside look at her finding her worth in Jesus. The same thing with Jedediah, he had major regrets from things
he'd donein his past, at the beginning of the book he seemed to not want anything to do with God and then
you very briefly see him softening about going to church and then he has changed at the end. Their romance
was alittle bit like that as well. Except there was more romance than personal growth that | could see
personally. But, even though that is one thing | would have liked to see more of, thisis still worth theread in
my opinion. When you read the back of this book you really don't expect much of amystery but trust me
when | say that thereis! It just takes a bit before you get into that part of the book. Though | must warn
anyone who is sensitive to alittle violence because as the back of the book explains heis alawman,
commonly described as a"hanging lawman" therefore there are some incidents that may be slightly brutal to
some people. | also remember laughing a couple of times while reading it. | had alittle trouble writing this
review since | wasn't able to do it immediately after finishing the book. But, all in al | give this book 3.5
stars and recommend it to anyone to likes a suspense/historical mystery. | received this book from Revell
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Publishers for my honest review, which | have given. | was not required to write a positive review and have
not been compensated for it in any way. All opinions expressed are mine.

Aerykah says

| don't know what it was about this book... | really wanted to like it, but the only word | could think to
describe it was "silly". The story line seemed good, but | just wasn't enjoying the telling of it. About half-
way through, | started speed-reading (which | hate to do!), just so | could get to the end and move on.
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