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The clarion call to change that galvanized a generation.
When Germaine Greer's The Female Eunuch was first published it created a shock wave of recognition in
women, one that could be felt around the world. It went on to become an international bestseller, translated
into more than twelve languages, and a landmark in the history of the women's movement. Positing that
sexual liberation is the key to women's liberation, Greer looks at the inherent and unalterable biological
differences between men and women as well as at the profound psychological differences that result from
social conditioning. Drawing on history, literature, biology, and popular culture, Greer's searing examination
of women's oppression is a vital, passionately argued social commentary that is both an important historical
record of where we've been and a shockingly relevant treatise on what still remains to be achieved.
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abatage says

When I started reading this book I was hoping that it would be an irrelevant, but interesting account of 70s
feminism and that most of its messages could now be seen as history. Unfortunately, there's far too much
about the concepts and obervations that Greer discusses in this book that are all too relevant to our current
society.

While many of the statistics are outdated and even perhaps the intensity of the need for change, there is still a
very strong message to be found within. I personally could relate a large part of this book to my own life and
my peers - and I'm a twenty-six year old male!

There's no freaky man-hating either, which Germaine Greer apparently has a reputation for (as my peers tell
me). In fact, my own reading of this book saw far more criticism on women than men - perhaps because it's
obvious where men need to be criticised and more difficult to articulate the ways in which women have
hindered their own liberation. Greer manages to articulate this well (with refreshing blunt-ness) and arrives
at positive solutions for change and liberation.

As a sociology student I found this a fascinating read because it is a fundamental blue-print for sociological
trends that are extremely present today.

Yes, it's a sad thing to be able to say that a feminist book written nearly 40 years ago is worthy not only as a
historical document of the times, but as a candle shedding light on the issues in society that continue to hold
sway.

I'd love to be able to say that The Female Eunuch is "outdated" and that "none of those things are remotely
applicable today"... but unfortunately I believe that is jumping the gun and mirrors my own frustrations with
my own generations' attitude towards feminism. Many of my peers would tell me that the fight is all but over
and that equality and liberation are shared commodities... I'd beg to differ.

Zanna says

Greer cuts through our absurdly patriarchal fantasies of romantic love, diagnosing the misery and anxiety
they cause, and draws a picture of the female stereotype as castrated - a passive receptacle for male sexuality.
She also implicates capitalism in shaping and reinforcing patriarchy, with some great passages on the history
of women in work. The book is also highly readable, non-technical and funny.

I've recently found out that Greer's later work is explicitly cissexist and transphobic, so I'm not reading her
any more.

Leo Robertson says

If I met someone at a party who described herself as a speculative anthropologist (which Greer does not,
btw), I'd be hard put not to snort in her face, let alone offer to read her unscientific speculatively
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anthropological text. So many paragraphs of ungrounded but somewhat believable "men act this way,
women are made to act this way", it's tiring and not insightful enough for me to continue.

Which is disappointing, because if anyone was ready to feel ashamed of the antics of his own gender, it was
me!

Nick Imrie says

It's so strange reading this again for the first time since I was a teenager. Greer is amazing: witty, funny,
spookily perceptive on some things, and hilariously wrong on others. She wastes no time hemming-and-
hawing around an idea, but she's pretty humble about how wrong she might be too.

She's definitely in my top ten for who would you invite to a dinner party if you could invite anyone at all.

Vanessa says

Germaine Greer is probably the first name that springs to mind when anyone brings up the subject of
feminism, whether you know much about the movement or not. I'll admit that this was the case for me
anyway, but I have to say that I did not know too much about her. In fact, I believed her to be one of the
'feminazis', man-hating and bra-burning amongst other things. I decided to pick up her seminal text The
Female Eunuch because it came on my radar in the last month or so through YouTube, and I figured I'd see
what she had to say. So I was surprised when I discovered that my initial impressions through hearsay Greer
were not really accurate at all.

Germaine Greer does not hate men, and she does not advocate bra-burning in the slightest, in fact finding it
detrimental to the cause. Surprisingly, what I took from this book was a certain level of irritation and disgust
aimed more so at the female population. There were a great many sections in this book where I found Greer's
words to be angry and dripping with disdain when she talked about things like excessive mothering of
children, and the ever-present fairytale notion of love.

Greer splits her book into four sections: Body, Soul, Love, and Hate, along with a chapter entitled Revolution
at the very end. Within these sections, she tackles a myriad of subjects, including marriage, work, body hair,
jealousy, even resentment. I found certain sections to be more readable than others (the Hate section was
particularly difficult and depressing), and I fluctuated between moments being intensely bored, moments
being very intrigued, and moments where I found her words incredibly funny. It certainly evoked a range of
emotions in me.

Due to the fact that The Female Eunuch was published in 1970, there are certain aspects of the book that I
feel are not quite as relevant anymore, and I think that male/female equality has come a long way since then
(despite not being perfect). However, there were a lot of points that Greer made within her book that really
stuck out to me, particularly notions of love and the rearing of children. It makes me wonder, is the
biological clock a real thing or is it just conditioning in our society for most women to feel the need to
prolong the human race?

But I digress. If you are at all interested in the feminist movement, I would strongly suggest that you pick up
this novel. Although I didn't necessarily enjoy all of the book, due to the writing being a little wordy at
points, I am very glad that I finally got around to reading this book. I think that it is an important book, no
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matter what detractors of Greer say, and even if I don't agree with absolutely everything she says, it's
definitely a great talking-point.

Nandakishore Varma says

Luckily I read this book after I got married, otherwise I wouldn't have married at all. After reading it, I sat
down to discuss it with my wife (it was immediately after marriage, and I had high hopes that we two could
have long intellectual discussions in our life together). After I gave her a précis of the book, I suggested that
she read it.

What she suggested I do with the book was not entirely polite.

However, I learnt one thing: women's freedom consists of NOT choosing to read feminist literature too.

Sam says

Forty five years ago, a softly spoken Australian published a delicate commentary on the position of women
in the existing patriarchal society and how a small movement known as feminism has taken on a second
attempt at evening things out a little. In reality this turned out to be a feisty, blunt and uncompromising
assessment of where the first wave of feminism has gotten us (and yes I mean us, men as well as women)
and where the second wave needs to focus and get changes made (basically everywhere). All done in Greer's
now world famous to the point and straight talking wit. No stone or assumption is left unturned, no door or
circumstance left unopened and no closet, assumption, opinion or excuse is left un-riffled as Greer not only
shows where things were (and are) going wrong but also demands of the reader 'what are you going to do?'.

The subject of this book raises many emotions and responses from anger and disgust to glimmers of hope
and optimism, a balance that I feel few authors would be able to manage with the skill that Greer shows in
these pages. Having said that there are a few bits that get a little dry and others that are not as relevant as
they once were (to me in my current circumstance anyway) and as such these have probably lost some of
their impact. However despite the number of years between its original publication and now there is much
within its pages that is still relevant if not more relevant today than they were then, making this as much an
indictment of both society and the effectiveness of the second wave of feminism as much as it is a stirring
call for a complete rethink of society. Be not afraid readers, this does not man-hate, call for arms, encourage
war between the sexes, it asks simply for a complete reshaping of society for the benefit of everyone, men as
well as women, so lets get to it.

Charles says

The problem with reading a book like this decades after it was written is you aren't a part of that time, and
the Female Eunuch was very much a part of that time. Some of it still stands up, but other parts are the
statements of a youthful movement, confident in the absolute correctness of its untested positions. Since
Greer wrote this, parents have attempted to raise children in a neutral way and seen boys blowing up dolls
and nursing fire trucks, suggesting things are a bit more complex than one might have thought.

Still, Greer's theory that women are forced into a self-perpetuating mold was a good one, and she makes a
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strong case that women's limitations are, to a great extent, man-made.

Unfortunately, Greer comes across as the stereotypical feminist, humorless, angry, elitis, and certain to a
fault. She wants to upturn society, rewriting economics, marriage laws, and the very concept of love and
affection (which she seems to either disbelieve in or disapprove of). She doesn't just hate the way women are
treated in society; she hates society and the entire structure of humanity, and would, it seems, throw out
every law and tradition in a second if she could.

And this, along with her tendency towards Freudian-style psychobabble (even though she criticizes Freud,
the language is of Freud) and the pretentious language of the intellectual makes her increasingly annoying.
Ultimately I gave up on the book, because I found it so unlikable.

It was the right book at the right time, and said a lot of things that needed saying. And perhaps only someone
as arrogant as Greer could have said it. But it's not something I found enjoyable to read.

Barry Pierce says

Disclaimer: Ignore this review. Greer hates trans people.

The Female Eunuch is one of the touchstone texts of second-wave feminism. I'll admit, I'm terrified of
Germaine Greer. She's on telly quite often and my god she scares the shit out of me. However, through
reading her most famous book I now see that she and I are quite similar. We're both very angry and hate a lot
of things. I adore her humour and incredibly condescending prose, it's quite a refreshing read for a text that
was written 45 years ago.

This book basically Everything You Always Wanted to Know About Feminism (But Were Afraid to Ask).
While it is dry at parts, overall the book is enjoyable and informative. I would recommend this for anyone
who wants to know more about second-wave feminism and feminism as a whole really.

Emma says

I picked up this book not only because of it's historical significance but because a friend mad a blog post
about it while having not read it basically saying Greer was an self-important idiot and I really hate
ignorance.

Reading this book as a feminist in 2010 there are things about it I don't agree with. I definetley have
problems with the blatant transphobia which is a theme through Greer's writings, and she has a rather patchy
idea about homosexuality. Some of the things she talks abuot are outdated or becoming so which is touching
in a way as it means we're making progress but many of them are still cuttingly relevant today. Young girls
still grow up dreaming of romance and magical kisses while boys are taught to fuck. Women are still
penalised in marriage and children are still forced inwards in a nuclear family.

This is a powerful book. At times too powerful. Greer also at time inadvertently makes me laugh by
criticising accademic feminism in a highly accademic book and criticising the classism in feminism which
dealing mainly with middle class issues.

Maybe one of the most interesting things I got from reading this book is a view of hoiw feminism itself has
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changed. Feminism today is much more accessible, both in it's texts and in the way it operates, and we are
started to acnowledge a lot more intersection which I think can only be a good thing. Greer quotes an
argument that isms such as racism and classism are unimportant and can not be solved until we solve racism
but the truth of the matter is these things are all intimatley linked, something that the feminist movement is
slowly starting to admit and the faster we get round to it and embrace it the better.

El says

As the new "American Healthcare Act" comes to light, one thing that strikes many of us is how many pre-
existing conditions on the list are specific only to women: pregnancy, C-section, hysterectomy, just to name
a few. There's also rape and domestic assault which are also pretty specific to women, but I'm not naive
enough to believe that only women and raped and assaulted. It's ridiculous to consider those pre-existing
conditions in any case, and I would bet good money that the reason for their inclusion is a group of old white
males consider them an issue that only women have to deal with, and it's clear that the GOP has an issue with
women.

Germaine Greer wrote The Female Eunuch in 1970. It was ground-breaking at the time, this woman coming
out and saying "Hey, everyone, men hate women, and they're making women hate women too! Wake up!"
For a lot of modern readers, Greer's raunchy humor and occasional language is hardly ground-breaking or
even surprising, because we have a whole slew of women writers like that now. But it wasn't as common in
1970, and women did start to pay attention in part thanks to Greer's book.

Greer discusses the many ways women have been taught to hate themselves. This is not as easy as just
recognizing this and moving on - this is some insidious shit, and it surrounds all of us. Men are susceptible
too, just so I don't have any men pop to be all "But it's so hard to be a man..." Yes, yes, sure it is, but we're
not talking about you right now, so step off.

If you watch commercials on TV today, you are still inundated with ads for things that tell men that their
women want diamonds in order to feel loved... and women often still believe that themselves. There are ads
for weight loss supplements that are geared towards women. They are reminded that as they age, they put on
weight, their skin sags, their hair dries and thins out. There's a magic fix for everything that happens to
women. (Spoiler: It's snake oil, all of it.) There are commercials for feminine products of a wide variety.
These commercials have changed over the years, and now we have those that say it's okay to play sports and
be active because there's a product that allows you to do those things even while you're on your period,
which is still saying that your life cannot be completely while you're on your period, or that you should in
some way change the way you live your life while you're on your period. Women do not feel comfortable (in
most places, even when working solely with women) taking a tampon out of their bag at work and walking
down the hall with it in their hand; less so with a maxipad in hand. It's a part of life, everyone is aware of it,
and yet women feel they need to be somehow subtle about it, they don't want to broadcast they're on their
period, it's still an embarrassment.

Then there's the topic of taxing of these items.

What I'm saying is there's a lot still in our media about how women should behave, how we should age, how
we should protect ourselves (especially when talking about rape or assault - we need to watch what we say,
watch what we wear, watch where we walk, watch who we talk to, watch how we behave, and on and on and
on), how we should dress, how we should talk, how we should live our lives (it's still not 100% the norm to
choose to not get married or have children). When someone is told from day one that they're not good
enough the way they are, it has a damaging effect on how a person lives their life, whether they're aware of it
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or not.

Greer talks about a lot of the obvious ways women are told they are not good enough, the one most can relate
to, probably, is on Body. Very few women I know are truly 100% happy with the way they look, 100% of
the time. Social media now plays a factor on this, where so many of our friends are training for a marathon
and posting pictures of their workouts, and some are too sick (physically or mentally) to get off the couch
most days, and therefore they feel worse about themselves and their physical appearance. (That's just one
example.) My point is that social media is this place where we go to only talk about how amazing our lives
are, and of course it's only a small fraction of our lives, but it's hard not to compare and contrast to one
another, that's natural. Women, especially, however, are shown constantly on TV and in magazines what a
"natural" woman looks like (which is hardly ever actually "natural") and if we don't look like that, then
something must be wrong with us. Intellectually we know that filters exist, and PhotoShop, etc., but it's a
pervasive issue.

Greer also touches on topics of women hating on women, a problem that still exists today. Women rarely (in
Western society) pick each other up and work together. That's a trend I see whispers of changing in the
media, but then I see just as many other instances where that's still not the case. And in my own experience, I
can tell you all sorts of examples about competitive women instead of supportive women. It's something that
we're told is innate to being a woman, that women are just "naturally" catty, but that's one of those lies that
has been told to us for so long in history that we just take it at face value. It's not actually true. It's not in our
genes. It's been built into the culture over so long a period, but that's something that can change, which starts
with each of us.

That's Greer's point here. We don't have to sit back and let others dictate what it means to be a woman. We
don't have to let the media choose for us which products we use. You know how it's so expensive for women
to get their hair cut? It's because the salons know that women will pay these exorbitant prices for beauty.
You ever see in comparison how much a man pays to get their hair cut, even sometimes styled? It's a whole
lot less because the industry found if they raised prices too much for men, the men wouldn't come in to have
their hair cut. Women, however, still will, because we're reminded that if our hair doesn't look nice, then we
look awful, and soon it's a personality flaw. It's a sick, sick cycle.

There are a lot of people who also don't believe any of this exists. They invalidate the experiences of others.
It's easy for people to say "Women are being hysterical, none of this actually happens." (Also of note:
hysterical was originally defined as a neurotic condition found in women and was thought to be caused by a
problem with their uterus. That's an important thing to keep in mind, especially when looking at the new
healthcare pre-existing conditions list.) People of color have an even harder time with invalidation by people
of privilege because so often non-POCs want to be all "I don't recognize color, I'm colorblind!" which is just
a fancy way of saying "I'm going to pretend like there's no social issue here whatsoever!"

This is a mess of a review, but I'm angry. Greer was angry when she wrote this book. Occasionally
throughout her book she seems "too angry", which is another way we like to invalidate something someone
says. I found myself having trouble following her words at times because her anger was so apparent and so
seemingly over-the-top that finally I was like "If she wasn't so angry, maybe her point would come across
better." That's unfair. Greer is allowed to be angry, and quite honestly we should all still be angry, especially
in light of our current administration and these acts of hate against women.

I'd like to say that so much has changed since 1970 when this book was first published. It would great to be
able to say that none of Greer's original thesis is still applicable today. But it is, sadly. So her point is that it's
up to each of us to make things better. She calls for a revolution, wants to know what each of us will do. And
that's exactly the right question to ask. It's a relevant question to ask today. Some of us have been working
towards that goal for a while, and what happened in Washington, DC and across the world on Inauguration
Day in January was the first step in which a lot of other people started to wake up and take a stand.
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Everything that has happened in the past few months has contributed, though maybe not on the same scale as
the Women's March in January. But not everything has to be on the same large scale to make a statement. It's
also up to us to listen.

John says

Brilliant. This book should be required reading for everyone, not just women.

Linda says

This book was fascinating and made me rethink being a woman. It deals with the suppression of the female
intellect, identity, and psychological development. My soon-to-be-husband was NOT happy I read this - I
really reacted to what I was reading. I simmered down eventually.

Taylor says

When I picked this up out of the Women's Studies section this past January, I was really adrift in life. Greer's
book caught me and refocused me, entire paragraphs eliciting a 'fuck yes' aloud.

Germaine underlines that uncomfortable feeling of what it means to be female in modern society, something
I'd never noticed until falling into a heterosexual relationship. What does it mean to be expected to play
traditional gender roles, to cater or ignore expectations?

A milestone.

Deirdre says

Greer can be brilliant, can be infuriating. She can shine and she can let herself down horribly. This is a book
of its time and I read it when it was first published. Back then, it blasted the cobwebs off a totally patriarchal
society but did it in a witty and winning way. This is Greer at her best.

It is sad that whilst this book is now somewhat dated, the battle it engaged with has still not been won.
Today's young women in the main think feminism is passé and are complaisant about the superficial
advances gained. Books like this are still worth reading and their arguments worth taking on board.

J. says

To try to review a book this monumental would be somewhat ridiculous, so instead I'll report on what it's
like to encounter it for the first time so long after it created the ripples that it did with its impact. I'm blown
away by how much late Second Wave feminism is already present in this book from 1970 (still somewhat
early in that movement). I'm also blown away by how diverse her argument is, cogently handling psychology
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as well as biology as well as literature. Even the structure of the book, i.e. a grouping of many short, tight
essays on the subjects at hand rather than some of the more long-winded thinkers and theorists on these same
subjects, is revolutionary.
All together, the best way to use this book now, when so many of these arguments she put into play have
become fairly common fields of battle, is as an introductory text. So, if you have a young person in your life
who has started to show some interest in thinking about gender (or if you are in that position yourself), this
book would be a great place to start.

Petra X says

This review is about two issues that seem unrelated. Menstruation and Black women's hair. What links them
is attitude.

"Women still buy sanitary towels with enormous discretion, and carry their handbags to the loo when they
only need to carry a napkin. They still recoil at the idea of intercourse during menstruation, and feel that the
blood they shed is of a special kind... If you think you are emancipated, you might consider the idea of
tasting your menstrual blood--if it makes you sick, you've a long way to go, baby."

Really? Speak for yourself Germaine. When I go to the loo to refresh my lipstick I don't take it out of my bag
and carry it alone, who does? The bag goes too! (Also if it is a social occasion so do the girls. We might
change our tampons and put on our lipstick but we don't hide it from each other and we are really there to
gossip anyway).

The blood I shed at menstruation is a very special kind of blood indeed. It is as if a house is prepared and
loving furnished in hope of a special kind of new tenant, a fussy one, but one who is going to be much loved
so everything has to be perfect. Then the news comes. Not this month. So wanting everything to be fresh and
lovely for this new tenant, this teeny fetus, we clean it all out and start afresh. Special indeed.

Sex during the heavy days of menstruation is sticky and icky and needs preparation, nothing spontaneous
about it, and then there is the laundry. But on the light days, I'm up for it if he is.

Why would I want to taste my menstrual blood, pee, poo or any products of my body (with the exception of
extremely discreet nose-picking done oh, many many years ago (view spoiler). But actually I have. It's
metallic. Like the blood you suck from your finger. It's not a big deal.

What planet did Germaine Greer come from? One that wanted to instil guilt as much push for some kind of
equality?

She reminds me of those black women who think that all black women ought to have locks or a natural or at
worst/best an afro. That every other hairstyle a black woman has is her being ashamed of her race and aping
white women. And white women who get tans and frizz out their hair are expropriating black women's assets
without realising what an insulting political act they are doing. Actually white women just like getting
tanned, they think it looks better (it does, I'm a red head, I'm jealous) and like messing around with their hair.

But not as much as black women. Or not West Indians anyway. I live on a black island. Every week, every
Friday almost, my clerks have to get their hair done. This week it's straightened hair worn sleek to the
shoulders, next week it's waist-length braids. Another time it's maroon, bronze or blonde extensions, another
time it's the big bun. Sometimes it's a pixie cut and oh, goodness sometimes it's a blonde pixie cut or blonde
flowing extensions. And next week it's a weave of fake little braids cut chin length. And then there are the
nails... Just style and fashion. The three most popular businesses on any island? Rum shops (bars), mini-
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markets and hair salons. Getting your hair done is a woman thing, it's a joy, it's self-decoration, it's fun, it's
not a political act at all.

One more thing on hair. Hair straightened for the office because it is more acceptable than a wild afro. All of
us who work with others have to conform to the looks culture of the workplace. An afro might not be
acceptable but natural hair brushed back into a bun certainly would be. My wildly ringleted red locks were
just as unaccepable and had to be tamed for work (not now, because a) it's my business and b) I had them
badly straightened some months ago and now my hair looks like bed-straw).

Look back to Ancient Egypt. At one time when I was younger I can remember people insisting that the
Pharoahs were white. After Egypt was conquered in 305 BC there were definitely white pharoahs but by the
time of the last one, Cleopatra they were all mixed if not black. Look at the faces on the sarcophogai. The
extended almond eyes, the full lips and most of all the hair. Masses and masses of braided hair extensions.
This is a full-on black look, a beautiful look that the Egyptians so loved, this look became the standard for
royals and for all sarcophagi.

Maybe it's a question of don't fix what ain't broke, or just that something perfect needn't change, but it's still a
high-fashion look, just the weave got toned down a lot.

So Germaine and you black racists who want to dictate how women should look if not be, you have a lot in
common, and not the good things either.

Just for the record, I'm not a feminist. I was. I've gone past that. I think that men and women are totally
different with different strengths that could be used differently for all our good for a better society. But this is
a review of Germaine Greer's book on feminism not on my own personal somewhat anarchic views.

This review was entirely inspired by reading Leo'sreview of The Female Eunuch

When is a review a review and when is it a rant? When is a rant making a real point or when is it really just
an excuse for anecdotes? Does it matter?

Madhulika Liddle says

When it was first published in 1970, Germaine Greer's The Female Eunuch drew flak, derision—and
accolades for its bold stance on feminism. In her introduction to the 21st century edition of this best-selling
book, Greer writes that she wondered back then whether the book would be outdated by the time the 21st
century came round.

Not, sadly, to much of an extent. In some ways, women are better off than they were nearly half a century
ago. In most ways, though, we seem to be stuck pretty much where we were in 1970.

The Female Eunuch explores how a male-dominated Western society has, over the centuries, conditioned
women to regard themselves in certain stereotypical ways (ways, needless to say, in which most men too
regard women). Greer examines womanhood from different perspectives: biological, mental, psychological,
social, and so on. She explores everything from how women have been expected to behave from medieval
times to now; how women have been represented in literature and art; to how—very importantly—'the
personal is political' (although Greer was not the one who came up with that particular statement).

I found this to be an odd book, which seemed at times to have been written by two completely different
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people. The initial 100 pages or so (which are about the female body and psyche, but more about its
perception) are dominated by a dry, bookish style that bored me stiff. The following chapters—until about
the last 50 pages, which focus on the feminist movement—on the other hand, made for informative,
interesting and even at times delightful reading. The highlights for me, in the middle section (the most
readable part of the book) were her sections on romance (hilarious, since she quotes extensively from
romance novels—especially Barbara Cartland's—and adds her own pithy comments); on the synonyms for
woman (I found this an interesting lesson in linguistics), and the history of love and marriage in the West.

In the course of The Female Eunuch, Greer manages to emphasise the fact that women—from the moment of
their birth—are conditioned by society to act, dress, speak, work, etc in a certain way, and that that way is
designed to subjugate women. She quotes people across the ages on women (and the majority of those quotes
show just how terribly women have been regarded and treated). She urges revolution, she pokes fun, she is
ruthless in her attack.

But she dilutes that attack by being swayed by her own righteous indignation at the wrongs women suffer.
What I found most annoying about the book were the many sweeping generalisations Greer makes. "Women
have very little idea of how much men hate them.", for example; "Women do not champion their own sex
once they are in positions of power... After all, they get on better with men because all their lives they have
manipulated the susceptibilities, the guilts and hidden desires of men" and "Violence has a fascination for
most women; they act as spectators at fights... women are always precipitating scenes of violence in pubs
and dance-halls.", and “…in too many cases female intellectuals are arrogant, aggressive, compulsive and
intense. They place too high a value on their dubious educational achievement, losing contact with more
innocent recreation.”, to quote just four of many instances.

Greer appears to have taken, as her stereotypes for women (and men) the most conditioned, most extreme
representatives of society. I suppose that’s to help drive home the point (and I do agree with most of the
points she makes, since even 45 years later, there are too many wrongs mentioned in The Female Eunuch
that still continue to flourish in the world). But I’d have expected a more balanced, level-headed view from
an academician like Greer.

Praj says

I adore men, I love my cigarettes and scotch, take pleasure in my womanly curves; simultaneously I
greatly want women to obtain their freedom of rights.

Feminism may be an archaic phenomenon in the urban world yet it is still in the nascent form in numerous
authoritarian patriarchal configurations and societies plagued with female foeticide. This manuscript does
justice to such dwellings where women irrespective to their economical standing bear subjugation to various
norms of religion and cultural obligations.

Alas! I cannot go through anymore feminism prose. My audacious teenage years and traumatic squabbles
with my mother altered me as Simone de Beauvoir of the house. And now I am extremely fascinated with
Lady Gaga simply for kicks.
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Lea says

I bought this book a long time ago, when I was living abroad and I had my first contact with feminism. I saw
a "gender studies" shelf on a bookstore for the first time, and I went ahead and bought the works of the
people I had heard of before. One of them was Germaine Greer.

Apparently she's always been a controversial figure, probably more so today that social media has amplified
her views. I'm being euphemistic - she's a repulsive attention-seeking troll who clearly takes pleasure in
making inflammatory comments and generating outrage. I did not know any of this when I bought The
Female Eunuch.

As it happens, this book has been languishing at the bottom of my to-read list ever since, while I have gone
on to read several amazing feminist books, old and new, which shaped me as a woman and changed my life
and outlook for the better.

And now I picked this up because I'm cleaning out my bookshelves and going through my unread books to
see if I want to keep them. I am glad I only opened it after having been exposed to so many other feminist
works (both good and bad) and could have a more informed opinion on its contents. I wonder if, had I picked
it up at age 18, without knowing the first thing about feminism, I might have accepted some of its bullshit, or
even been turned off of feminism entirely.

Now, on reading it, I instantly recognized The Female Eunuch for the trash that it is, and suitably disposed of
it. It is dated, elitist, racist, homophobic, and has lots of pseudo-scientific or straight up hippie bs in it. It's
also pretty damn misogynistic. In short: it's a no from me.

If you're still curious about this book, you could always google Greer and read about her defending female
genital mutilation and child marriage, standing up for the fundamentalists who wanted to kill Salman
Rushdie and the ones who wanted to burn Monica Ali's book, shitting on Meghan Markle, blaming victims
of sexual assault and rape... I could go on. If that sounds appealing to you, then you'll love this book! I
personally think that this is just not someone I (or anyone) should be learning feminist ideas from. Germaine
Greer is better off ignored and forgotten.


