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Humanity is helpless against the onslaught of the assimilation the Phalanx brings. Those creatures that are
genetically different, known to us as mutants, possess the ability to defend themselves against the Phalanx.
Of those, the group known as the X-Men present the greatest threat to the Phalanx’s plans for domination.
Through means of assimilation, subterfuge, and incursion, the Phalanx, have prepared a preemptive strike
against the X-Men. Armed with this knowledge, the mutants have launched a desparate strike of their own,
to find seven fledgling mutants; Husk, Chamber, Skin, Jubilee, M. Synch and Blink- who will join the X-
Men to stand between the Phalanx and victory.
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Kurt says

| loved these comics when | was 14, and at the basic story level, they still hold up well. Thiswas an
admirably restrained crossover, where for one or two months, each x-book told part of a story of atechno-
organic alien race trying to take over the world. The X-Men themselves basically step aside, as the core titles
follow Banshee and Emma Frost tracking down some young mutants, the secondary team titles bring all of
their members together to get in some fights, and the solo characters team up to climb a mountain. | promise,
it's much more engaging than | make it sound. For example, thisis my favorite exploration of Forge, aswe
see what the world looks like through the eyes of someone who can't help but see how machines work, and |
love the way that this collection deals with the effects of The Adventures of Cyclops and Phoenix.

Thisis not agood read for new fans, though, as the dialogueisjust terrible. It climbs to Claremont-style
heights of clunky exposition in the middle of fight scenes, dips low in its attempts to present phonetically
accurate accents that end up sounding nothing like real accents, and occasionaly hits sublime moments
where it does both at once. That was just kind of the style in comics back then, especially x-books, and
there's not much you can do about it now. | also have a problem with the way the editors of this collected
edition chose to black out every box with editorial comment, as | usually find those comments hel pful when
acharacter references another story |'ve forgotten, and the big black boxes on the pages make me fedl like
someone is hiding something from me.

Overall, then, this story is agood nostalgiatrip for those who read it in single-issue format back in 1994, but
I would not recommend it for a new reader.

Mike says

Y eah, this one was OK, but | wouldn't say underrated. Probably the most pro-forma of the mutant
crossovers. "hey look, it's summertime, must be time for a crossover.” Ugh. Y es, this was the kind of
thinking that almost killed mainstream comics in the mid-'90s if anyone was wondering.

Oliver says

Lobdell's work on other titles has been widely criticised. Bachalo's art seems to have lost alittle of what
made it great. Still, together on Generation X, they created afine comic. It'sjust a shame that other creative
teams did such an effective job of turning Generation X into alaughable title

Adam Stone says

Ugh. Trying to read through the 90s X-Men comicsis tough. So much of it is Fabien Nicieza and Scott
Lobdell trying to write epic mutant stories that most of the characters get completely lost. The ever-
expanding cast list, and brand new villains are, at best, forgettable homages to other franchises. The Phalanx
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being Lobdell's reimagining of Chris Claremont's Technarchy with alittle bit of Star Trek TNG's Borg
mixed in.

It's not an awful premise. With the proper story, the Phalanx could be interesting villains, but they're so
crammed into the story, that they're hard to find frightening or interesting. Y ou know there not going to be a
real threat because Lobdell and Nicieza both introduced The Biggest Threat To Mutants Ever every four
issues or so, and they always ended up being easily defeated, and sometimes were never heard from again.

I'm not sure how long I'm going to be able to endure this era of X-Men, and may soon skip ahead. This
certainly didn't make me look forward to reading any more Generation X books. |'ve often wondered why it's
one of the few X-Men spinoffsthat | didn't read when it came out.

Now | have agood idea asto why.

The art isvery 90s Marvel, so if you like that style, you might love this. Much like the writing, it got really
busy to me, and | found myself taking long breaks from the book to give my eyesarest.

Andrew says

So this book is actually 4 different stories. 3 of them are the different parts of the crossover event called the
Phalanx Covenant, and the other isthe first issue of the comic Generation X. Really the first and last story fit
thetitle Origin of Generation X. They just felt they needed to finish up the Phalanx Covenant for the sake of
thefirst story. My rating for this book is mostly based on the first and last story.

Thefirst storyline, Generation Next, is made up of 4 issues of the two main X-Men titles, Uncanny and X-
Men. On art you get Joe Madureirafor Uncanny and Andy Kubert for X-Men. I'll probably have more on Joe
Mads when | hit his visionaries book, but overall | can't decide exactly where | rank him. | like his art for the
most part, but he practices afew thingsthat | can't fully embrace. Andy Kubert isaright in this book. He
didn't annoy me nearly as much as heis able to.

The writing for this story as well as this whole book is split between the two-headed X-Men monster of Scott
Lobdell and Fabian Nicieza. | am assuming Lobdell is chiefly responsible for the actually plotting, since he's
the Gen X writer. Thisisthe better of the Phalanx stories, though it is perhaps smaller in scale. But it gives
one of my personal favorite characters a chance to shine.

The second storylineisLife Signs. It isn't great. It pulls asingle issue from each of the secondary X-team
books, X-Force, X-Force, and Excalibur. The brunt of the story is Wolfsbane and Cannonball confronting the
Doug Ramsey Phalanx look alike. It didn't make me like Douglock any better. Bored... Tony Daniel of X-
Force wasthe only artist | liked.

Thethird storylineis Final Sanction. It is not great either. It pulls a single issue from the solo character books
with X-ties, Wolverine and Cable. They get to save the X-Men. And confront the ever-hating Scott Lang.
Nothing too special in this story. Adam Kubert's art is good in Wolverine. Oh | guess Larry Hama writes
both issues of this. So Lobdell and Nicieza get a break.

The forth story isthefirst issue of Generation X. Yay! Besides the first issue of X-Men Unlimited, thisisthe
first book where one of my favorite artists makes an appearance. And he's the title's main artist for some 30
issues. So this has me all kinds of happy. Chris Bachalo is not an artist for everyone. Though the way he
begins Gen X isapretty mild form of Bachalo. He goes alittle crazy with Chamber and Empath, but keeps
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pretty smple on the rest. His style kinda explodes by the end of hisrun however. Hisinker isaso Mark
Buckingham of Fables fame. | don't know exactly how these two impacted each other, but you can certainly
see Fablesin Gen X. Anyways, | could spend too much time on thistitle, so I'll just leaveit as, thisfirst issue
isgreat, but it leaves you hanging and they don't sell atrade that would satisfy you. You'd haveto go to
individual issues...

Mmm, Bachalo.

Matthew L edrew says

"There's not enough good to say about this last chapter. It brings the whole story together, especialy in that
moment when Jubilee offers Chamber her hand and says "Welcome to Generation X" at the end. A great,
climactic beginning to what will hopefully be an epic series.”

Read my whole review at TheBookCloset

Brandt says

I think because Chris Claremont had such agreat run on The Uncanny X-Men alot of us have convinced
ourselves that when it comes to X-Men, not much wrong can be done. But The Phalanx Covenant isa
muddled mess, the "origin" of Generation X limited to the early issues of the collection. We meet the
characters who will be come the principals behind Generation X and then don't see them again until the very
end of the collection, with alot of extraneous crap in between. It's really three storiesin one, and the X-Men
don't actually show up until almost the end. Thisis more of an exercisein excess, and unless you are an X-
junkie, you might want to skip it.

One Flew says

Ah 90's comic books, so dialogue heavy. | remember that Lobdell was considered aterrible writer even back
inthe day. | just couldn't get through this non-sensical, repetative mess of a book. I'm glad that since the 90s,
writer's have tried to make the artwork tell more of the story. Previously we had to put up we this sort of
stuff where you get panel after panel filled with explanatory narrative that aren't in the least bit interesting,
well written or adding anything to the story.

Michael says

Hmm, techno-organic entities bent on assimilating all other life forms across the universe? Published 5 years
after The Borg appeared on Star Trek: The Next Generation? Also involving the "next generation” of a
popular franchise?

Okay, but here the similarities end. These creepy-crawlies |ook nothing like The Borg - and use up a heckuva
lot of yellow ink on the glossy pages! Plus, thisis definitely al about the world of the X-men, and how their
unique abilities can and cannot match up against such a collective entity.
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"Originally published in magazne form as X-factor #106, X-force #38, Excalibur #82, Uncanny X-men #316
and 317, X-men 36 and 37, Wolverine 85, Cable 16 and Generation X #1"

But as for the group of "collected" stories here, I'm not sure | totally enjoyed the overall effect. Thiswastold
as acrossover story among 5 (or more?) different comic series, which creates two problems. not enough time
is spent on any particular group of characters to create continuity, and the repetition of group-of-X-men-
fighting-an-impossi bl e-to-stop-assimil ation-entity got kind of old after the fourth or fifth go-around.

There are 10 original issues being collected here, and the last two or three installments were a blast (with the
exception of the very final installment: that was just ateaser for the new Generation X series, complete with
cliffhanger, and would have been better served in a different volume). This later section had more excitement
- more strategies and interactions and just plain action, plus the relief of winding down to an actual
conclusion! But the rest of the book was just average, and long. Some of the introductions of the Generation
X made me want to read more about them, but they were kind of wasted in this storyline as the drama
focused more around the core X-Men.

In fact, the appearance of Wolverine toward the end demonstrates an important point about characterization.
This guy has one of the weakest powers of all the X-Men - he's got claws that can cut through anything. Oh,
and he is hard to break. Okay, fine, those would be nice abilities to have, but why does the whol e story
suddenly become interesting when Wolverine shows up? Because his personality immediately takes over,
thereis clear, dramatic conflict between the various X-Men personalities, and there are sudden references to
character backstories, like parachuting during wartime, and the connection between Cable, Scott, and Jean
Grey. Thisis how you write comic book characters. Now if they could have done that with the rest of the
characters/issues, particularly the new generation they were trying to introduce, the story would have been a
lot richer and worth reading.

It was till kind of afun ride, and my six-year-old was fascinated enough to keep struggling onward even
after it took 5 weeks of our 10-minutes-per-night reading sessions! (Not saying thisis at a six-year-old level,
but there was nothing too disturbing for that age group, at least in this parent's opinion. YMMV.)

Nathaniel Glosson says

| LOVE the X-men, and this X-Men graphic novel shows how the teen super-group, Generation X, got it's
start! Super cool!

Ruddy says

OK, thisisagood way to catch up on some of your Xx-men. generation x was supposed to be the school for
the new and young x-men. This collects all the x-men issued leading up to Generation x#1 and includes that
tittle aswell. Its agood read and a breath of fresh air because there's alot of new characters that are really
interesting. It might make you want to pick up some Generation x comics, but don't say | didn't warn you.

David says

Reprints much of the same material as"X-Men: Phalanx Covenant”. But thisis the slimmer volume. Y ou get
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quite a bit more with the other book. With this book here you get much better color and line reproduction.
"X-Men: Phalanx Covenant" has some color issues. And some embiggening issues.

If you're on a budget this might be the way to go.
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