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The Essential Schopenhauer Arthur Schopenhauer , Wolfgang Schirmacher (Editor)
A new, comprehensive English anthology

What is the meaning of life? How should | live? Is there any purpose to the universe? Generations have
turned to the great German philosopher Arthur Schopenhauer for answers to such essential questions of
existence. His influence has extended not only to later philosophers—Nietzsche, Freud, and Wittgenstein
among them—abut also to musicians, artists, and important novelists such as Tolstoy, Thomas Mann, and
Proust.

The Essential Schopenhauer, the most comprehensive English anthology now available of this seminal
thinker’ s writings, will open English readersto Schopenhauer’s profound ideas. Selected by Wolfgang
Schirmacher, president of the International Schopenhauer Association, The Essential Schopenhauer is an
invaluable and accessible introduction to Schopenhauer’ s powerful body of work.

"Schopenhauer's beautiful, exceptionally dark philosophy liberates us from the intolerable burden placed
upon us by our contemporary optimism. The Essential Schopenhauer is a book to turn to when all others
have failed."

- Alain de Botton, bestselling author of The Consolations of Philosophy
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Esteban del Mal says

No, that's not George Washington. It's Arthur Schopenhauer. And he wants to tell you afew things, like
reason is aservant of your baser instincts; your individual existence means nothing because it mergesinto
the existence of your species; your species doesn't mean much because it mergesinto life writ large and
LIFE itself isonly an expression of blind, groping WILL.

He also hates opera. | bet he'd even hate J.J. Who could hate J.J.?

When | started this book on Christmas Eve, it dawned on me that 2010 was a banner year in my
deterioration: what hair remains on my head went grey, | mailed Christmas presents to the wrong address,
when | watched the A Christmas Story marathon | wondered which members of the cast have died as
opposed to merely acted in porn, | let pass the opportunity to punch a childhood friend in the face | didn't
much like as a child and like even less as an adult, my gangsta rap album didn't drop, I'm probably never
going to be an astronaut, Pam Grier circa 1974 still hasn't called, my screenplay Robot Bigfoot was rejected
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by the SyFy Channel and, worst of al, I'm not very impressed by cleverness anymore; in particular, the
abbreviated and lame cleverness of thisreview. So I'm going to end it here and move on to some more
cheerful reading.

Omid says

PO DIV X77? 7779777777777

Stephen Hughes says

Ugh. | guess | just wasn't in the mood for it. Thisis the longest 368 page book | have ever read.

| would urge any feminist to avoid the chapter "On Women".
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Ahmad Sharabiani says

The Essential Schopenhauer: Essays & Selections from The World as Will & Representation, Arthur
Schopenhauer
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