Read and Download Ebook Penguin Island...

Penguin
Island

Anatole France

Penguin Island

Anatole France

Read Online ©

PDF File: Penguin Island...


http://bookspot.club/book/346024.penguin-island

Read and Download Ebook Penguin Island...

Penguin Island

Anatole France

Penguin Island Anatole France

Penguin Idland is a satirical novel by Anatole France first published in 1908. The book details the history of
the penguins and is written as a critique of human nature, and is also a satire on France's political history,
including the Dreyfus affair. Morals, customs and laws are satirised within the context of the fictional land of
Penguinia, where the animals were baptised erroneously by the myopic Abbot Maél. The book is ultimately
concerned with the perfectibility of mankind. As soon as the Penguins are transformed into humans, they
begin robbing and murdering each other. By the end of the book, athriving civilization is destroyed by
terrorist bombs.

Penguin Island Details

Date : Published October 11th 2007 by BiblioLife (first published 1908)

ISBN : 9781426404054

Author : Anatole France

Format : Paperback 284 pages

Genre : Fiction, Classics, Cultural, France, Literature, European Literature, French Literature

i Download Penguin Island ...pdf

@ Read Online Penquin Island ...pdf

Download and Read Free Online Penguin Island Anatole France

PDF File: Penguin Island... 2


http://bookspot.club/book/346024.penguin-island
http://bookspot.club/book/346024.penguin-island
http://bookspot.club/book/346024.penguin-island
http://bookspot.club/book/346024.penguin-island
http://bookspot.club/book/346024.penguin-island
http://bookspot.club/book/346024.penguin-island
http://bookspot.club/book/346024.penguin-island
http://bookspot.club/book/346024.penguin-island

Read and Download Ebook Penguin Island...

From Reader Review Penguin Island for online ebook

Nafise says
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Kirsten says

So, | am staying at the Baroness Hotel in Seattle for afew days and | found this book in my room. Wow! Am
| glad | picked it up. It said it was a satire, but it was much better than that. It was a French satire of someone
who lived in the Gilded Age.

This means anyone who supports Bernie Sanders would really appreciate some of the satire. It also sends up
religion, politics, property rights, war, etc. | just loved it. One reason is how it was written. Maybe it's

because it's French. (Those peopl€e's brains are just wired different.) But the satire is subtle yet effective.

| may have to get my own personal copy of this!

Laura says

Free download available at Project Gutenberg.

Taro says

Wow.

A ton funnier than | expected.

A blind old monk accidentally lands on an island inhabited solely by pingouins (aword which, though used
colloquially modern French for what we in English consider Antarctic penguins, actually refers to Great
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Auks, acause of great confusion in my elementary school days as penguins are actually manchots - thisis
hilariously mentioned in the introduction).

Being blind and deaf and maybe mad, but very pious, he blesses and baptizes this strange race of want he
thinks to be "men." A great confusion occurs in heaven, basically the movie Dogma; wherein the Angels and
God are in a conundrum because the baptism is technically valid but baptism can only be given to things
with souls; eg humans.

So, the decision is finally made to make them human. What follows is their annals of history of Penguinia;
curioudly incredibly similar to the history of France.

France (the author, | mean) skewers everything, religion, capitalism, socialism, revolution, racism, romance,
progress, conservatism, everything. | thought, going into this, hein, maybe it will be a bit funny but serioudly,
the number of times | laughed out loud reading this 110 year old book is stunning.

And so en point. Even today, France's criticism of society and maybe just the banality of being still rings
true.

But. It doesrun abit dry after the Dreyfus-Affair-proxy. | don't know what was going on with the president
and wife and cabinet members and | really don't care to know. This was probably a contemporary issuein
France's France but I'm ignorant of the facts.

Also props to this book for teaching me a new word that very much isreal: "dynamitard": an anarchist who
uses dynamite for violence.

The houses were never high enough to satisfy them; they kept on making them still higher and built them of
thirty or forty storeys, with offices, shops, banks, societies one above another they dug cellars and tunnels
ever deeper downwards.

Jerry says

Anatole France is proving to be one of my favorite authors. In Penguin Island, he pokes fun at human
civilization through satirically inventing a new race of people out of penguins baptized by ablind priest. As
he traces their history, | was quite taken with how prophetic France was, many of his clever teases still hold
true today. And France knows how to end a book. Thisisthe second time my overall opinion of the entirety
was increased upon reading the last few sentences (just like The Revolt of the Angels). Franceisan
unfortunately forgotten master of satire that really needs to be re-introduced. Hiswork isjust splendid.

JamieElliott says

When abumbling priest accidently baptizes a population of penguins, God is left with a cosmic problem.
The solution results in the creation of the Penguin race, and is the beginning of the long history of Penguinia.

Anatole France has essentially written an entire farcical history book, satirizing various stages of human
civilization. First he mocks early religion and mythology, prominently featuring the exploits of a saucy and
quick-witted young woman, who in later Penguin history will be known as Saint Orberosia, despite her
history of infidelity and opportunistic lies. He follows this up with lampoons of the middle age and modern
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times, both of which center on the relationship between government and religion. The church, composed of
saintly followers of the holy Orberosia, is a constant threat to the representative government, aternately
instigating baseless scandals (ala the Dreyfus affair), plotting revolutions, and conspiring to start
unprovoked wars. Finally France provides us with avery dystopian vision of the future, where Penguinia
becomes a soulless commercial metropolis under attack by disillusioned terrorists.

The premise of this book is clearly inspired, but | found it hard to read. It really is ahistory book, which
means that it skips quickly from story to story, never staying long with any particular set of characters. |
found the stories involving love and relationships to be sarcastically poignant, while some of the political
insights display an astounding amount of relevance to modern events. For example, reflecting on the Penguin
government - ? The Penguin democracy did not itself govern, it obeyed afinancial oligarchy which formed
opinion by means of the newspapers, and held in its hand the representatives, the ministers, and the
president. It controlled the finances of the republic, and directed the foreign affairs of the country asif it
were possessed of sovereign power.? Hmm. When speaking of the political leader they hope to groom into
the internal destroyer of the Penguin republic - ? It is not necessary for the man we choose to be of brilliant
intellect. | would even prefer him to be of no great ability. Stupid people show an inimitable gracein
roguery.? | at least can?t help but be reminded of a certain modern political leader.

Although | didn't enjoy reading the book as much as I'd hoped, all of the witty phrases and lucid insights
make Penguin Island worth the time it takes to slog through a whole imaginary history.

Ahmad Shar abiani says

L’Tle des Pingouins = Penguin Island, (1908), Anatole France

Penguin Island (1908; French: L'Tle des Pingouins) is a satirical fictional history by Nobel Prize-winning
French author Anatole France. Penguin Iland is written in the style of a sprawling 18th- and 19th-century
history book, concerned with grand metanarratives, mythologizing heroes, hagiography and romantic
nationalism. It is about afictitiousisland, inhabited by great auks, that existed off the northern coast of
Europe. The history begins when awayward Christian missionary monk lands on the island and perceives
the upright, unafraid auks as a sort of pre-Christian society of noble pagans. Mostly blind and somewhat
deaf, having mistaken the animals for humans, he baptizes them. This causes a problem for The Lord, who
normally only allows humans to be baptized. After consulting with saints and theologians in Heaven, He
resolves the dilemma by converting the baptized birds to humans with only afew physical traces of their
ornithological origin, and giving them each a soul.
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Vivek Tgujasays

Penguin Idland by Anatole France is a strange book so to say or that’s what | thought when | first started
reading it. It is probably nothing like | have ever read before and maybe that iswhy | did not have a
reference point to compare it with, which in away was the best way to read this book.

So let me straight get to the plot: A monk discovers a previously unknown island. He is half-deaf and half-
blind because of age. He cannot see the people clearly (or so he assumes them to be people). He wants to
create aworld out of thisisland and ends up performing a mass baptism, only to realize later that the baptism
has been carried out on Penguins.

What beginsis the creation of Penguin Island. They start living as humans. They develop laws, communities,
dress, and waysto cohabit and procreate. They create their saints and their demons. It is almost like The
History of Penguins being written by accident. The book for sureis funny, but at the root of it, it is sarcastic,
satirical and mocks the times we live in. What happens at the end is quite unusual and will literally leave the
reader surprised. That isthe crux of the book, which | found most appealing.

The book moves through just about everything on Penguin Island — vices, scams, false accusations, palitics,
the usual goings-on of the so-called society. Anatole writes with arhythm that does not |eave any societal
construct unmasked.

The satire biteswhere it is supposed to. The writing is blunt and not sugar-coated.

I only wish | knew alittle more about world politics, more so Europe as this book indirectly addresses those
issues. It is surprising how a book written in almost 1900’ s can still be so relevant today. May be the world
hasn’t moved on as fast as we have thought it to be.

| liked the writing. | liked the book. | wish that there was more meat at times, connecting the world of
Penguins to the incidents that have taken place in ours, just for the overall perspective. Barring that | enjoyed
reading this one. It made me think and at the same time it made me laugh out loud in most places. A great
read that | will recommend but only if your sensibilities are driven in that direction.

Hymerka says
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Jeanne says

Can't believe | missed this...what could be more fun than hearing God and St. Augustine debate the merits of
giving human souls to a group of penguins who were mistakenly baptized by an old monk whose eyesight
wasfailing?
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Nasim Dehghan says
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Zeynep Nur says

Kitab? okumaya ba?ad???mdailk bolimler, 6zellikle Tanr?n?n Azizlerle konu?u?u k?s?m, bana
Saramago'yu hat?rlatm?2t? ki Saramago'nun yaz?m tarz?n?, alayc????n? her zaman sevmi?imdir. Bu
yuzden de kitab?n ilk yar?s?n? gok be?endim. Fakat geri kalan k?s?mlar beni hayal k?r2kl???na u?ratt?.
Sanki yazar?n can? s”kAm?2? amayazmak zorundaym?? gibi olaylara devam edilmi?ti.

Konusu gelecek olursak;

Aziz Magl, oldukgaya??, gozleri neredeyse kor, kulaklar? neredeyse sa??r bir rahiptir. Kendini dine
adam?2t?r ve dinden ¢?kanlar? geri yola getirmeye ¢al ??maktad?r. Birgiin kendisine bir sandal génderilir,
yelkeni falan yoktur amaiman giictiyle dinsizlerin bulundu?u yerlere gidip onlar? H?ristiyanl ??a ca??rmas?
gerekti7ine inan? ve yolculu?una ba?ar. Fakat ?eytan, Aziz Mael'i yoldan ¢?karmaya niyetlidir ve onu bir
?ekilde penguenlerin bulundu?u bir adaya stiriikler. Neredeyse kor ve sa??r Aziz Mael, penguenleri insan
sanar ve kafirleri yola getirmek ad?na onlar? vaftiz eder. Tanr?, bu yanl ?2??? diizeltmek ad?na penguenleri
insana gevirir ve olaylar ba?ar.

Penguenlerin insan olmas?ndan itibaren bitin evreleri, sanki "ilkga?dan giinimize insano?u" tad?nda
yazm?? yazar. Bu ¢a?ar aras?nda geci?erde hayali bir diinya, hayali bir tarih yaz?m? soz konusu. Mesela
Marbode adl? hayali karakter tizerinden Penguenlerin 15. yiizy? edebiyat? anlat? ?yor. Bu yonuyle olduk¢a
kapsaml? di20ndlmi?, emek verilmi? bir kitap.

2k ba?arda ¢?plak gezen penguenlerin giydirilmesing, ilk k?yafet olay?nayazar ¢ok farkl? bir bak?? ag?s?
getirmi?. Onagore, ilk ba?ta kad?n giydirilmi?tir, onun viicudu gizemli k?A?narak erkek taraf ?ndan arzu
edilmes saanm?2?r. Ve bu fikir tamam? ile ?eytan? fikridir, Aziz Mael'i yine yolundan sapt?rmaya, hi¢
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de?ilse onu hata yapmaya siriklemi2tir.

Ard?ndan 6zel mulkiyet ile daha cok mala sahip olan?n glicli olmas? ve di?erlerini domine etmesinden, ilk
verginin ¢k ?? kayna??ndan bahsetmi? yazar. Bu noktada da soylu oldu?uigin, vergi demeyi a?a?2 7k bir
hareket gordi?u icin, vergi ddemekten kag?nan soylulardan bahsetmi?. Tabii, bu olay zamanla kapitalizme
evriliyor kitapta.

Ca?lar ginimiize yakla?tkca, olaylar hepimize dahatan?d?k bir hale birtinmii? ama dedi?m gibi yazar,
belli bir k?s?mdan sonra ¢ok istekli yazmam?? gibi. O yizden ilk bélimlerde ald???m tad? yadayine
ba?ardaki de?i?ik bak?? ac?s™? bu k?s?mlarda pek goremedim.

Y ak?nga?dan itibaren olan k?s?mlarda dikkatimi ¢eken ¢ok bir ?ey olmad? ama bir cimle var ki akl?ma
direk Rudolf Arnheim'in Tersine Diinya's?n? getirdi:

"Ku?ku duymad?ar, ¢linkl her yerde yineleniyordu ve bir ?eyin stirekli yinelenmesi halka gore do?ru
oldu?unu gosterir."

Asdl?nda kitapta bu tarz distopik kitap havas? yaratan cok fazla climle var. Ama bunlar Penguenler Adas?n?
distopik yapmaya yetmiyor bana kal rsa.

Kitapta beni rahats?z eden ?eylerden biri, belli bir ana karakterin olmamas? ve bu ylzden cok fazla
karakterin ad”n?n gecmesi oldu. Agatha Christie kitaplar?nda oldu?u gibi daha karakterleri cozemeden bir
bakm???m her ?ey bitmi?. Gergi, kronolojik bir s?ra takip edildi?i icin kitapta, belli bir ana karakterin
olmas?? bekleyemezdim amailk bolimde kullan?an Tanr? figlrl ag?s?ndan olaylar? izlemek, karakter
karma?as?n? bir nebze ¢ozebilirdi.

Bir di?er rahats?z oldu?um ?ey ise, yay?nevinin sorumsuzlu?u oldu. Cok fazlayaz?m hatas?, noktalama
hatas? vard?. Ustiine bir de, TDK'nin zorlama kelimelerinin bolca kullan?mas? (bknz: tansk, izlek) kitab?n
ak?cA??nadarbe indiriyordu. Latince k?s?mlar?n higbirinin ¢cevrilmemi? olmas? bir ba?ka eksiydi.

Gend olarak, guizel ba?ay?p zamanla temposu ve kalitesi dii?en ama yine de kotii denilebilecek kadar
di?meyen, yer yer Saramago'yu an?msatan, yer yer distopik gibi gelen, baz? bélimlerde ise sanki diin tarihli
bir gazete haberi okuyormu?um gibi hissettiren bir kitapt?.

Sean says

Not acually about penguins. The French are crafty like that.

Mike Ceballos says

Criticar ala sociedad francesa desde un punto de vista satirico no es nada fécil, y muchos menos lo es hacer
lo mismo con su historia, llena de encuentros que pudieran parecer comicos o simplemente absurdos. Esto es
lo que logra Anatole France con su novela“Lalslade los Pinglinos’; donde el autor nosllevaatravésdela
historiay unarevision un tanto polémica del pensamiento francés. Desde la fundacion del paismismoy su
sentimiento nacionalista hasta los albores del siglo XX, Anatole logra llevarnos por esos pasgjes clasicos de
la historia, incluyendo algunos grandes debates sobre la existencia del almaen cualquier animal, y més ain,
en el pingdino.

Conforme llego alos capitul os finales, encontramos una critica mas especializada, y que de manera personal,
escapaami conocimiento de la historia francesa; sin embargo, logra entrever aquellas grandes verdades de la
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politicamundial: @ momento de culpar al chivo expiatorio, €l gobierno declara: “lamejor pruebade
culpabilidad, es la ausencia de prueba’. O inclusive, que un gobierno y decisiones diplométicas se den por €l
simple hecho del deseo ala mujer ajena.

No es libro f&cil, no es tampoco para aquellos que van inicidndose en la lectura: nivel intermedio con mucho
enfoque “politico”.

Zaphirenia says

3,5/5

Z€ A OT? TIC IEPOTIOOTOAIK ?C TOU TEPITAOV?0ELC, 0 AM0¢ Ma?\ KATOA?YEL 0TO B?pelo ATAQVTIK?
?Tou aTt? A?00¢ Bartu?{el XPIOTIOVO?G LI QUA? TIYKOL VWV, Tda TOUAI? UT?, TIOU EIG7PXOVTAl UE
OUT?V TOV TP?IO GTNV EKKANG?0 TOL B€0?, dNIOLPYOV GYXUGCN OTOV Ol VIO TRIT?P0 KAl TOUG
00@O?¢ OLAIKO?C TOL OTOV TP?OEIC0. TI TP?TEL VA YVEL T?20a; Ta TOUAL? dev €1val duVaTV va
Batm?Zlovtal yiat? dev 2Xouv a8vatn Pux?. AuTOo? Ol TEYKOU V0l 2UwC BATIT?0TNKAV, 7200 AMvav
U?7AN TNG EKKANOo?0¢. Kat T1 Ba yvel ?tav Ba TeBvouv; H A?01n, HET? aTt? LOKP?C Sl ATIPAYUOTE?CELC
KOl VTOVEC QVTITINPOB?0€1C, BP?0KETAL: Ol TIYKOL V0L TP?TEI VA YVouv VBpwrol. Ki ?tal yvetal,
EV?T0 VNO? TOUG PETAP?PETAI KOVT? OTIC OKT?G TNG BpeTNG, ?Mmou Kal avaT?00€Tal O1y? o1y? 0
TOAITIOW?GC KAl N 10TOP?0 TOL AAO? TV MIYKOU A wv.

O1 Miykouvol TEPVOV aTI? PA0 TA GT201A IO KOIVWV 20 TIPWT A/OVEC KOIVTNTEC, BPNOKEVUTIK G
@EAVATIOU?C, LECU 2WVOC, AVAYVNGOH, O2YXPOVH ETIOX? KAl EKONUOKPATIOU?C, BlOUNXOVOTIO? 0N
KOl KATITOAIOTIK? V2TV, COGIOAICTIK? ETIV?0TACH KOl 0?TW KA BeE?C.

O AvaTt?A ©pavg ypae pia TIOA? XOPITWUVN a?tipa TG avep?rivng1otop?o¢ (Kat Tuo
OUYKEKPILAVA TNG 10TOP?0¢ TOL OUTIKO? AVOP?IOL) HE TIOA? ELPAVE?C AVOAOY?EC KOl OTIA?
ONUEIWTIK?. H ypa@? TOL €Al TOA? KOA? KAl N 1OTOP?A, TP?TL AT? V0 ONHUE?0 KAl ET? EVO?XETAI
va Koup?Lel A?yo, OsBOLV0U 211 €NV K2TIWG AVOUEVZUEVH, EAVAL EVOIO@P?POUVCA KAl P?El E2KO0AA.
ALOKWUWAOVTAL GXEOV 7A01 Ol APXa 201 KOl G?YXPOVOl BETU0? (EKKANC?0, KUBEpVNTIK? Eovo?a,
OlKOI0B0TIK? 0?20TNUA, KATL) LE XI0?U0P KAl dlOpATIK?tNTA KAl N Miykouiv?a, aut? 10 acuv?010To
VNa?, KaBpePr?(el ayoupa K2t aTr? KABAVAV ATr? EUC.

Nazanin says
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Jareed says

“Asif men could livein society without disputes and without quarrels, and asif civil
discor ds wer e not the necessary conditions of national life and progress... The progress of
civilization manifested itself among them by murderousindustry, infamous speculation,
and hideous luxury.”

Penguin Island is not about penguins, but it is about history. It isacynical retelling of the human history
commenced in the era before pre-history to the modern ages, donein satire. It is certainly satirical and
cynical but to what extent isfictional retelling and actual telling isindeterminate. After all, one can simply
consider this abold and fearless work, claiming that what Anatole France has written here is the natural truth
of the world that people naively fail to see or perfunctorily acknowledge.

The novel begins when amonk, Mael, who ingenuously unknown to him to have been led by the devil,
comes across Penguins, and irretrievably baptizes them on the strength of the precarious belief perpetuated
by a sharp dulling of the sensesimposed by old age that the said Penguins were humans. The act carries
extensive repercussions as the Council of Heaven convenes presided by the Father, deliberating on Magl’s
action. The Council, like most parliamentary bodies, fraught with innumerable opinions hastily decides, for
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the sake of arriving at a decision, to turn the Penguins into humans. “ The sacrament of baptism," answered
St. Patrick, " isvoid when it is given to birds, just as the sacrament of marriageisvoid when it isgiven to a
eunuch.” (44) Hence, anew line of humans were henceforth born into the world. They came to be known as
the Penguins and thisistheir history.

France chose certain points in human history to emulate. He starts off with the Ancient Times, where the
concept of private property was to be brutally established. He brings us next to the Middle Ages and the
Renaissance, followed by the Modern Times and ends with the Future Times. The story isinfused with
fictional aspects like the inclusion of the histories of dragons and other notable mythical creatures. The
following are the recurring and prevalent points in the eras France chose to write with.

The penguin people were transformed by the power of God. But he cannot fill them with the knowledge and
moralities needed in life; these were to be their test. They were but suckling infants in these aspects. France
plays this aspect out with the recurring theme of corruption of the penguin (human) soul in its pursuit of
knowledge, readily stating at times that man is no different from the common animal. “ The separation
between man and animal is not compl ete since there are monsters who proceed from both.” (68) That the
penguins were purer, unadulterated, untarnished until they were turned humans was how France sought to
impart the point that what we have gained, made us lost the things that were worth keeping. “1 notice with
sadness, my son, that since they became men the inhabitants of thisisland act with less wisdom than
formerly.” (90) Hence, the annals of Penguin history were peppered with the undulating momentum of the
decadence of their pure souls.

The church sought to rectify this dilemma. The didactic needs were exclusively satisfied by the monks of the
order of Mael. From this relationship stems an age long conundrum the real world is no stranger to. France
incorporated this idea when he extensively wrote on the politics, further leading to the excessive
entanglement of the church and the state that screwed us many times over. “ The splendour of the truth in
those timesillumined all soulsthat had not been corrupted by sophisms. Thisisthe explanation of the
unity of belief. A constant practice of the Church doubtless contributed also to maintain this happy
communion of the faithful—every Penguin who thought differently from the others was immediately
burned at the stake.” (108) In the real world, kings appointed bishops, the priest approved the rule of the
ruling king by preaching hell and purgatory to dissidents, the pope calls the people to arms, labeling wars
holy in an attempt to conscript the people, farmers and kings alike.

France's thoughts on the development of the state and the establishment of regimes from the monarchy to the
republic are highly intuitive. “ Every system of government produces people who are dissatisfied.” (153) We
have to remember that this was first published in 1908. His political insights carry incomparable probative
value and relevance to our times. “ The life of a peopleis but a succession of miseries, crimes, and follies.
Thisistrue of the Penguin nation, as of all other nations.” (139) Thus, he moves on, even discussing
capitalism, the necessity of war, and its profitability. “ The number of wars necessarily increases with our
productive activity. As soon as one of our industries failsto find a market for its products a war is
necessary to open new outlets.” (150) The forethought France was armed when he wrote this is outstanding,
in atime when capitalism has yet to meet the progenitor of its existing unrelenting critiques, the Great
Depression in the 1930’s, and where America has yet to be seen as a perpetuator of capitalism and neo-
colonialism, we could already read this“ Alca (penguin homeland) is becoming Americanised. Everywhere
we are destroying all that is free, unexpected, measured, restrained, human, or traditional among the
thingsthat are left us.” (268)

It would seem that France subtly wrote that women controlled the world. “ Since the coming of these nuns
the innacence and peace of the monksare at an end." " | readily believeit," answered the blessed Madl.
" For woman is a cleverly constructed snare by which we are taken even before we suspect thetrap. Alas!
the delightful attraction of these creaturesis exerted with even greater force from a distance than when
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they are close at hand. The less they satisfy desire the more they inspireit.” (13) It is both interesting and
curious to me. Whether | would place it as a genuine attempt of his at unraveling thisinteresting idea, which
isno lessreal than it really is as of today, or an objectification of the female sexuality confounds me
(Anatole France was himself awomanizer). “ Woman attracts a civilized man in proportion as her feet
make an angle with the ground. If thisangle is as much as thirty-five degrees, the attraction becomes
acute” .(269) | however am inclined to argue for the former. The Penguin Island is riddled with cunning
decisive and witty women, the patron saint of Alca, the woman who saved them from an alleged dragon was
awoman, awoman toppled a regime, awoman defined the minister of the republic which led to vicissitudes
sought by socialists. This | guess would by necessity imply the exaltation men in this book curry to these
women, to which they were led to ruin, sadness, manipulation and a relationship of convenience.

Franceis subtle but as vicious as can be. In al instances, when men of acclaimed holy stature are tempted,
they are tempted unbeknownst to them by the devil himself clothe in holy robes. The act that sets this history
in motion is of such kind, and many more instances can be read in the book. Thisto me may perhaps stand as
arepresentation of the evils within the institutional church that haunted(haunts?) human history, or it could
also be my fatal misreading of this novel.

Other Books by Anatole France:
Revolt of the Angels(4 Stars)

This book forms part of my remarkably extensive reading list on Nobel Prize for Literature Awardees

This review has been cross-posted at imbookedindefinitely

Dergrossest says

As| read this 100+ year old book, | was amazed at how all the current arguments regarding politics, society
and wealth inequality are simply the recycled dreck of yesteryear. The book itself isan alegory of
mankind’s history told through the story of certain penguins inadvertently baptized by a bumbling monk and
thereafter turned into humans by a God who has grown somewhat soft in his old age. The author is clearly an
atheist, but he is not as mean spirited as most modern adherents to the Cult of Non-Believers.

Anyway, from this inauspicious and comical start, the author traces the history of the penguins as they learn
to be religioudly fanatic, materialistic, jingoistic, and all the other “tic’s” which lead to no good end. Therich
stay rich by allying themselves with the instruments of church and state, and the poor and minorities pay the
price for the advancement of their civilization. The arguments of the rich against their increased taxation
could have been written by Karl Rove and it is somewhat disheartening to realize how long the oppressed
have been drinking this swill. The only place where the author’ s prophetic abilities fail isin his description
of the penguin future where the super-rich have become ascetic figures completely dedicated to the
accumulation of wealth without ostentation or enjoyment. The author could not apparently contemplate a
future where conspicuous consumption is a virtue and the Kardashians, Housewives of New Jersey and
Trumps reign supreme in the public consciousness.

The book suffers slightly from the fact that it is a trandation of political eventsin France involving French
historical figures who are long dead. Accordingly, unless you are an erudite Francophile, much of the
subtlety of thiswork will be lost on you. Still, the book is definitely worth reading for the uncanny parallels
to our modern times and the clever deconstruction of Dante’s Inferno which rehabilitates Virgil and puts that
over-rated work in its place.
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P.S. 1 own a 1950 s-vintage American Heritage version which is worth getting for the artwork alone.

Baylee says

Puoi trovare questa recensione anche sul mio blog ---> La siepe di more

Davanti all'Affare Dreyfus, nel quale si accusava un innocente, non tutti rimasero a guardare ed &€ ormai
proverbiaeil JAccuse...! che Emile Zola scaglio dalle pagine de L'Aurore contro coloro che misero in piedi
I'interavicenda. Non solo: I'indomani, sul medesimo giornale, comparve la Petizione degli intellettuali,
firmatatragli altri anche da Anatole France.

Lo scrittore, oltre a essere molto colpito dall'Affare (probabilmente obbligatorio nella France di fine XI1X
secol0), neintui la grande importanza, dato che fini per parlarne nell'ultimo volume della tetralogia Storia
contemporanea e ne L'isola del pinguini, satira sfacciata della societa occidentale e del suo tetro futuro.

Cosi sfacciata che fece incazzare di brutto la Chiesa cattolica, che in effetti nel romanzo non faunagran
bella figura (come & successo nella storia, comungue, France non si inventa nulla). Ovviamente per punirlo
per lasuasatirairriguardosa e per lasuairreligiosita blasfema, nel 1920 la Chiesa pensd bene di mettere
al'lIndice tutte le sue opere.

Chissa come si sarebbero sfregati |e mani nel sapere che nel 2016 Anatole France avrebbe continuato a
essere bellamente ignorato e dimenticato, nonostante il valore letterario delle sue opere, il suo essere uno dei
grandi del Novecento (uno che ispird Proust, ragazz*), I'aver vinto il Nobel per laletteraturanel 1921 e aver
avuto dei funerali di Stato grandiosi (avete presenti quelle cose in grande stile tipiche dei francesi? Ecco).

Mi rendo conto di non aver detto sostanzialmente nulladi questo romanzo: leggete L'isola dei pinguini e
lasciatevi dire tutto da France. Lasciate che la sua satiravi diverta, vi facciariflettere e vi intristisca, oggi
come alora: France &€ uno dei grandi, uno degli autori sempre attuali.
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