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Anca says

Thisbook and | have and old relationship. Like.. real old. I've bought this book 2 years ago, the period when
| started to buy books. Until now, | never got to its end. I've read it in pieces, here and there, whenever |
found myself in the evening with no book started (how to start a book in the evening?...) or there were
waiting rooms at the horizon etc.. Some of them I've read repeatedly due to the fresh-beginning mania of a
linear reader, some I've never read. Thistime | got through all of them. In the honor of my old reading habit,
| read the essays in no particular order.

My conclusion after along co-existence with the book and arambling paragraph is nonein particular.

| doubt there will be another Alain de Botton book for me (particularly

Essaysin Love - the essay about love was my least favourite, the tone of it, the conclusion, it's all just
wrong.).

| owe him the discovery of Edward Hopper and some of his observations hit the nail on the head saying it
how | couldn't/wouldn't say it before (one of the many attributes of great writers, as he -also- said).
Unfortunately, in this caseit's not much, i can base al that on my resonation with Botton's
temperament/personality.

| can't put my finger on the unpleasant part, can't even say there actually isone, | simply think he's saying
not-much; that's alot when you're writing about what are usually boring activities as he does in this book.
Not sure about another topic, though (hence my opinion on the love essay).
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Cemresays

Kitab? okurken hissettiklerimi ?u ?ekilde ifade edebilirim san?r?m;

"Kitaplar? ba?kalar? yazm?? olsalar da onlarda kendimizle ilgili bir ?eyler buluruz, garip bir paradokstur
bu. Kitaplar bize kendi hayat?m?z?n fark edemedi?imiz yonleriyleilgili bir ?eyler anlat?rlar. Ba?ka birinin
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kaleme ald??? bir kitaptaki sozcukler, kim oldu?umuzu ve nas?| bir diinyada ya?ad???m?z? tim derinli?iyle
kavramam?z? sa?larlar." (Sayfa: 39)

Kim Tong Lim says

Thisis apocket book published by Penguin with only 56 pages, back in 2005 at a time when Penguin Books
was celebrating its 70th year of bringing good books into our lives.

Alain de Botton writes books on philosophy of everyday life. Hiswriting isintended to help people enjoy
happier lives. Don’t we want that? If you are like me searching for ways to enrich our earthly existence and
wanting to know what our counterparts are encountering (in private), you would enjoy reading this book. He
describes daily matters in beautifully-crafted language that | myself felt inadequate in expressing. At the end
of reading, you felt the satisfaction of seeing and noticing what you had all aong been exposed to in the sub-
CONscious.

Alain de Botton writes nine essays covering titles such as “ On the Pleasures of Sadness’, On Authenticity”,
On Work and Happiness’, “On the Charm of Boring Places’, “On Writing (and Trouts)” and “On Comedy”.
He sees more than the mundane and adds subtle humour to arather sedate everyday behaviour and places.
The writer uses works of some of history’s greatest writers, artists and thinkers to add to his observations and
draw life lessonsto the writings. The book is meant to be uplifting and it leaves you happy reading. | was
more impressed with his choice of words and his expressive ways that re-reading it a second time will bring
additional joy. Thisbook is not to be rushed, it is to be enjoyed slowly.

“Typically, the written account grazes the surface of an event, we see a sunset and later in the diary, fumble
for something and call it “beautiful” when we know it was alot more, but the more can't be fixed and is soon
forgotten.” - A passage taken from “On Writing (and Trouts)”. This sounds like me.

LeilaLotfy says
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L oredana (Bookinista08) says

O c?rticic? format? din medita?ii filozofice simpliste, pentru omul de rand. Con?ine chestii din via?ade zi cu
Zi 7 poate fi urm?rit? cu u?urin??. Nu m-a dat pe spate, dar mi-a pl?cut stilul lui Alain de Botton.

Amir Latifi says
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Alanna says

Thisisaguy that | could sit down and talk to for days. About absolutely anything. In this book he's taken
snippets from his other books and compiled it for Penguin books as a pocket book. It's only 56 pages, but is
so insightful and fascinating! He talks about the pleasures of sad things, specifically art, in this case, and it
all makes so much sense. Loved he chapter about the charm of boring places. | love the calm of boring
places. The serenity of the seemingly mundane. He talked about Travel and Comedy and even Going to the
Z00. The best was his chapter on Authenticity where he discusses his first date with his to be wife and how
we al tend to mold ourselves to be what we think someone we like wants us to be. So true.

Tiny book. Chock full of awealth on knowledge and insight. LOVED IT!
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Dragos C Butuzea says

cu plictiseal? despre plictiseli

o crticic? scris?in stilul alert 2 d?tept a lui alain de botton, dar destul de sl?bu??. a?acum i arat? 7 titlul
n englez?, sunt nota?ii fugare, cade jurnal, despre niscaiva chestii ce-i gadil? piticii. aici de botton pare un
fel de paler.

evident c? sunt 2 lucruri mai consistente, de pild? eseul despre utilitatea muncii, in care sfar?e?e cu ideea
c?, oricét s-ar dacu capul de pere?i, motiva?ionalii cu c?r?le de dezvoltare m?nanc? rahat afirmand c?
munca te face fericit. muncind, nu suntem decét ni?te mijloace Tn procesul ob?inerii unui profit.

0 perspectiv? nou? mi-a adus mini-eseul despre c?2?torii - despre cum anume aeroporturile, trenurile pot fi
mijloace, imprejur?ri de ane scoate din cotidian. de pild?, rapiditatea zborului ne poate inspira s? ne
imagin?m c? 2 noi ne-am putea ridica deasupra multor lucruri care ne-au cople?it. (p.27), ne d? perspective
zeie?ti sau vulture?ti asupralumii, prezen?anorilor ne d? gusturi diferite ale manc?ii din avion.

Norii aduc lini?te. Sub noi se afl? du?mani 2 colegi, locurile spaimelor noastre 7 a necazurilor noastre;
toate sunt acum infime, sunt zgarieturii f?cute pe p?mant. Poate c? 2tim destul de bine aceast? veche lec?e
de perspectiv?, dar rareori pare lafel de adev?rat? caatunci cand st?m lipi?i de fereastrarece aavionului,
aeronava hoastr?, profesor de filozofie profund?. (p.29)

http://chestiilivresti.blogspot.ro/
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