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From Reader Review Geek Girls Unite: How Fangirls, Bookworms,
Indie Chicks, and Other Misfits Are Taking Over the World for
online ebook

Jessica-Robyn says

This did not go well. It certainly could have gone much worse, but it gets worse the more I think about it.
Mildly offensive at best.

I'm sure Ms. Simon meant no harm. I'm sure she wasn't trying to insult me. But someone along the writing
path needed to remind her of the sensitivity of her subject. How saying my jeans are "probably second hand
or from Target" might be seen as an insult or how her humorous quips might be read more as jabs. How not
all girls are the same and one geek is not like the others. We're not all unpopular, we're not all meek, we're
not one thing. We don't all want beta boys, some of us don't even want a boy to begin with. These obvious
flaws could have been rectified by acknowledging the differences.

Part of what makes a geek a geek is that we don't fit a mold, we don't all have the same spots and strips. Just
because we like stuff doesn't mean it completely defines every aspect of who we are. This book makes some
pretty bold assumptions and backs them up by saying that she has created a community of geek girls the
"Geek Girl Guild" who she has interacted with.

"Women of all ages, backgrounds, and areas of geek expertise wanted to joined the sisterhood, making the
first pledge class over one hundred strong!" - Introduction, page 5

(And yes, "joined" is a spelling mistake found in the book.)

It makes me wonder how many of those 100 women read this book after it was published and went "..Hold
on a second." I will say that the most interesting part of the book for me was the quotes in the margins, some
of which attributed to the non-famous, which I assume were taken from this group of women. These geek
girls were happy, strong, and proud. Another positive were the small biographical paragraphs about various
geek girls who have succeeded in there in field, change perceptions, or influenced geek culture. Those small
elements were great to read and brought a smile to my face midst the frowning.

With that said however, lets talk about the frowning, and the scoffing, and the sighing, and the raging.

I went into this book going off the title alone. I thought that anything geek girl oriented might be interesting
to check out. I was wrong. I could only force myself to read so much and in the end, to be completely
upfront, I only read the sections of this book that applied to me and as I identify myself as a geek. I couldn't
force myself to read anymore.

I read:
Introduction
Section 1: Fangirl Geek
Section 2: Literary Geek
Section 7: Miscellaneous Geek (because that's a confidence boost)
Conclusion: Geek Girls Unite

The other chapters are more in the same and I assure you were skimmed through diligently for the sake of
this review. But these are the sections I will be going in depth.
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Brace yourselves, this is about to get ranty.

We are gathered here as the Geek Girls of the world. Those of us focused on in this book are labeled by
interest: Fangirl Geek, Literary Geek, Film Geek, Music Geek, Funny-Girl Geek, Domestic Goddess Geek,
and Miscellaneous Geeks, which are Tech Geeks, Fashionista Geeks, Political Geek, Retro Geek, and
Athletic Geek.

The majority of this book, 99.9%, is about generalizing, quantifying, labeling, judging, assuming, and
stereotyping who we are as people based off of a single interest.Now, this narrow-minded focus is bound to
be exclusionary but things only get monumentally worse when Ms. Simon tries to apply humor to the
situation. Her quips can easily be read as jabs, her silly throw-away pages easily read as insulting. At every
turn there is another opportunity to judge and generalize, of course humorously. My glasses, my phone,
everything is just another opportunity for a joke. To take one thing and boil it down to what that says about
who I am.

Then there's is the FRENDIEMIES page near end of each and every section. Allow me to explain. Frenemies
is a combination between "friend" and "enemy", or "frenemies". These pages are basically a list of people
who you shouldn't like, or at least not hang out with based on your geek cred. Because you know, we're in
middle school and these people are clearly not cool enough to be seen with.

Oh, you want some examples? Why, sure! Here some taken word-for-word from every section. Enjoy!

- Athletes.
- House guests who see your Sony PlayStation and ask if you live with a ten-year old.
- Anyone who cheated their way through high school and college English literature classes by relying solely
on CliffsNotes.
- Members of the illiterati.
- Simpletons who are only familiar with the term "word-play" because it's the name of a Jason Mraz Song.
- Cheeseballs who still quote Napoleon Dynamite, Borat, or Austin Powers on a regular basis.
- Poseurs who admit to being "really into film after seeing one Wes Anderson movie.
- Investment bankers, stock brokers, and various other Wall street douche bags.
- Girls who wear leggings instead of pants.
- Women who wear fragrances by celebrities.(except for those -approved by the author in a footnote.)
- Know-it-alls who immediately launch into a "but is it art?" discussion after walking through a
contemporary art exhibit.
- Eccentrics who wear holiday or Cosby sweaters unironically.
- Self-proclaimed artists who use paint-by-number kits.

My word, these people are clearly just so beneath us. Let us banish them from our cool table and make them
sit with losers at lunch!

Suddenly geek girls are exclusionary, mean, would rather judge then share our knowledge, rather jump to
conclusions then laugh, and willing to completely judge and shun a person based on a single trait.

This pisses me off. People like what they like! Why is it necessary to be mean to each other? Geek girls
know better then anyone that people who don't accept others for who they are aren't worth being around. And
the fact that Ms. Simon is encouraging this sort of behavior make me angry.

Let us not forget the previously mentioned Geek Love Checklist section. Which tells us traits to look for in
the perfect geeky man. These pages manage to squeak by from my acceptance that I'm reading the same
quality that can be found in your average $1.99 teen magazine. Till of course I saw this:
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"The Perfect Match For a Literary Geek Girl...
Only reads one book at a time and thinks someone who's 'in the middle' of numerous titles displays
commitment issues."

Which made me think this: Screw. You. Asshole.

...Remember how I told you that geek girls can be sensitive? The majority of us grow up being told what is
normal, what is cool, what makes a girl desirable. If a guy said that to me, I'd get up and leave. Because I am
a geek girl and I don't like elitism.

Then there was a bunch on small things that bugged me.
- The mislabeling of Harry Potter fanatics as "Muggles".
- The 18 Twilight references in the Fangirl section.
- The section dedicated to Twilight called "The Twilight Zone", which never even mentions the actual
Twilight Zone.
- Reading through the entire Fangirl section and not a single mention of "fandom", online community, or
Firefly.
- Reading through the Literary Geek section and not a single mention of "Young Adult", varying tastes, or a
little word called "genre".
- The page title, "TAP THAT SASS"
- The fact that the book lacks focus in the audience it is trying to appeal to.
- The way that the Literary Geek section list books and information only about adult fiction and some early
juvenile fiction. I found this annoying because these were not the books that geek girls love universally.
These books are books everyone should read eventually, but you have to hold an interest for them and they
have to be at your reading level. When going through all the adult fiction it was like reading a list of books
for a college course.
- The section on the Political Geek Girl; has this lovely little snippet:

"They strive to be advocates and activists; thus they often possess a pretty rigid set of values and ethics.
(Some might call them stubborn or obstinate. Not me, of course, but some.) In an ideal world, everyone
would see things their way." - page 172.

And so, so much more. I'm starting to get upset so I'm just going to stop there.

I am a fangirl of epic giggly and badass proportions, fashion is my passion, music and film are my
mistresses, and global politics is my dirty Sunday gal. But most importantly I am a literary geek who should
warn all other such geeks to keep this book off their to-read lists. Not only is it not worth our time and
money, but it is not worth the possible insult. As a girl, I refuse to be generalized. I am proud of who I am
and that girl is not the geek that Ms. Simon thinks I should be.

Shannon says

What I learned from this book:
Geek girls are white
Geek girls are straight
Geek girls listen to indie/alternative rock
Geek girls may not be hotties but they sure are funny
Geek girls are around 35 years old, considering the overwhelming references to 90s culture (Parker Posey,
Sassy magazine, Sonic Youth)
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Well shit, I just described myself. So I might have also inadvertently described the author, Leslie Simon.
However, I would never write a book about stuff I like in the guise of a manual/manifesto for outsider girls
looking for validation that they're not so alone and uncool as they think.

This book profiles a lot of interesting and talented women. It suggests both geek girl pioneers and new
avenues for further exploration. But it also uses snarky quips and stereotypes to pick apart the commonalities
between geek girls. Epic fail.

What kind of book about UNITY would...

...constantly comment on the physical appearance of talented famous women, calling them tomboys, flawed,
average-looking, as if these (subjective) traits give them indie cred (message: geeks have to look a certain
way, and it's not beautiful)

...warn geek girls that they "may be banished to the 'friend zone'... I mean who would you want to suck face
with - Diablo Cody or Amanda seyfried?" (Message: guys don't like geek girls) (this whole statement is
revolting, as she's stereotyping these women as well as patronizing guys)

...take jabs at what are not believed to be legitimate ways to be geeks? Because if you're a lit geek girl you
better not be caught reading a bestseller romance or celeb biography. And if you're a fangirl geek, watch out
for athletes. "They'd deserve our sympathy if they weren't so dead set on making us feel like overweight,
acne-ridden, socially inept losers." (Message: there's one right way to be a geek, you need to fit the mold)

This advice is not about being a geek, it's about being an elitist and a hater. Being a geek should be about
celebrating an obsessive interest. Uniting as geek girls should be about supporting each other. Instead each
chapter offers up a CosmoGirl-type quiz where the author graduates the worthy into an exclusive club.

A book proclaiming geek girls are taking over the world should encourage you to be a comic book geek
AND an athlete. Don't pigeonhole yourself. Read what you want. Like what you want. Do not tear down
others who like something you don't. Don't dismiss girls that lack encyclopedic knowledge of their interests,
because we all started somewhere. Don't expect a geek to look, sound or think like you. Step away from this
book. Go out and love things, find other girls who love things, connect, learn, and geek out together.

Ciara says

i didn't expect to love this book, but i did expect it to be kind of a cute, fast read that would amuse me for an
hour or two. instead i got a poorly-designed pile of girl hate packed to the gills with pop culture references
that were out of date before the book was even published!

each chapter represents a different kind of geek girl, from sci fi/gaming nerds to bookworms to film geeks to
"domestic geeks". this was the first time i ever heard that taking a page from martha stewart made one a kind
of "geek," but by the time this chapter rolls around, the entire premise of the book has kind of fallen apart, so
let's go with it. once simon pulls out the big guns for explaining world of warcraft, "dr. who," & "tank girl,"
she doesn't seem to have a lot of juice left for making a compelling argument that having an interest that
shapes your life choices (ie, enjoying cooking so you end up having a fair number of dinner parties) qualifies
a person for "geekdom".

she also attributes the famous "i only know that people call me a feminist whenever i express opinions that
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differentiate me from a prostitute or a doormat" quote to daria morgendorffer, when it was in fact coined by
rebecca west. not that i magically expect people to just know that, but a quick google search would clear it
up, & seriously--that quote has been around for decades. surely simon knew that the writers of "daria" didn't
come up with it, right? (plus, prostitutes can be feminists too!)

simon spends a lot of time tearing down other women in this book. each chapter includes a (supposedly
funny) quiz that the reader can take to see if she fits the mold of the geekdom in question. the quizzes are
multiple choice & each question includes an answer that amounts to, "OMG, this is gross & i don't know
what you're talking about!" if you repeatedly choose that response, your descriptive score at the end refers to
you as one reality TV starlet or another (paris hilton, heidi montag, etc) & includes comments like, "i know
your body is 70% plastic," or, "stick with what you do best...remind me what that is again?" it's just
unnecessary. i don't like girl hate even under the best of circumstances, but when it is woven into what
basically amounts to a handbook for how insecure, pretentious girls with poor social skills can feel superior
to people less obsessive than themselves, it's especially off-putting. simon uses the word "poseur" over &
over & over again, if that gives you any indication how relevant this book is going to be to anyone over the
age of 15.

each chapter also closes with a list of attributes each geek girl should look for to find her perfect man.
because we're all single, right? & looking to remedy that? via heterosexuality? & we'll put potential suitors to
a test to make sure they have the same geeky interests we do?

don't get me wrong--clearly, i can be obsessive. i guess my main obsessions are harry potter & the
babysitters club. & yet, not only do i draw the line at any & all forms of cosplay, i really don't need my
boyfriend to know who madamoiselle noelle is before i can date him (she's jessi's ballet teacher). i have my
interests, he has his, & believe it or not, the relationship functions even though we have never partaken in a
"dr. who" marathon (thank god).

simon also falls down on the job by trying to be all things to all women. she includes a section about how
awesome "sassy" magazine was, like she's trying to appeal to women my age, & then she turns around
references all this teenage culture stuff (complete with dating tips specifically for teens) that was totally
foreign to me. i imagine that the stuff about "sassy" & references to, say, the movie "kids", were equally
foreign to the average 14-year-old reading the book.

& please, don't even get me started on the essay about how paul feig's TV & film projects are downright
revolutionary for turning schlumpy dudes like seth rogen into heartthrobs. yes, she actually says that it is
"revolutionary" for a less-than-perfect male specimen to be cast as the lead in a movie that will include a
romance. as if this isn't something that dates back to the dawn of humanity. as if it isn't actually a huge
problem called a DOUBLE STANDARD that women always have to be thin, perfectly groomed, well-
dressed, smart & successful without being intimidating, etc etc etc, before they can be seriously considered
as romantic material, while dudes can be schlubby as all get out.

i could probably write ten more paragraphs about everything that's wrong with this book. ultimately, it's not
like i hated it or thought it was the most offensive trash i'd ever read or anything. it was just obviously
written for a paycheck & therefore it lacked any semblance of internal consistency regarding the message,
the audience, or even the theme. simon seemed to go to great lengths to not take sides when it comes to
politics (suggesting that "political geek girls" will surely thrill to the message delivered by meaghan mccain--
right, not so much), & therefore took it for granted that the best way to appeal to a female readership was to
tear down your traditional "pretty" girls & make a fuss over how OMG megan fox is so vapid & dumb & tina
fey is so smart & amazing!

i think this book is kind of the encapsulation of everything that is wrong with pop culture. i also wonder how
embarrassed she was over writing a paragraph about how steve jobs is hotter than bill gates, only to have
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steve jobs die literally the day after the book was published. well done.

Carolyn says

First things first: This is NOT a feminist book. This is a disgusting little novella that traipses around
pretending to be feminist. This book is pro-perpetuation of the Manic Pixie Dream Girl myth. This book
thinks it's really cool to objectify females from various 'domineering' females and discuss their physical traits
like they're major aspects of their value as individuals. This book is all in favour of diets that aren't drudgery.
Simon generates 'stereotypes' for each of the genres of 'geek girl' she's defined. Certain characteristics will
automatically exclude a female from a category; for instance, having a medical condition that renders an
individual unable to physically laugh will mean that they are 'frenemies' of the Comedy Geek Girl.

According to Simon, it is totally awesome to be a 'geek' - that is, super interested in a discipline of choice - as
long as you're not fat, queer, butch, outspoken, transsexual, (dis)abled. So long as you continue to ascribe to
the hetero- and cis- and gender binary-normative regulations of the past. So long as you love to giggle and
wear skirts. The list of limitations goes on and on, and I want to shred this book to pieces with my bare hands
or set it on fire so that it doesn't reach another library patron's hands under my watch.

By the way, Leslie, listening to Dave Matthews doesn't classify you as a lover of esoteric music. Bubble =
burst. Next time, try learning about what it means to be a feminist, rather than just googling 'girls in film' or
'how to be an indie girl' or reading Hipster Runoff.

Michelle says

At first when I saw "Geek Girls" on the shelf, I got super excited because, hey, I'm a geek (nerd)! It looked
interesting and appealed to me!

After reading "Geek Girls", I was disappointed. It's a cute little book that basically defines the major geeks in
life: fangirls, book nerds, film geeks, and music geeks. Examples of famous women past and present are
given in each of these categories to show how they fit the geek label.

What wasn't necessary was the "Geek Love" parts for each section, which listed a profile each type of geek
girl would most likely date. It just didn't fit with what the content should have been about. Also, I wondered
why Simon shoved practially everyone else into the mix: home ec, fashion, retro, sports, politics, and
comedy "geeks". I got the impression that the message was, "Oh, and to not let anyone feel left out, all other
girls shall be put into this book too." I know I was (and still am) a nerd (not so much a geek) growing up and
I know there were definite lines separating cliques. There is no way fashionistas, domestics, and jocks would
be labeled as "geek" or "nerd".

Also, some of the suggestions for magazines did not fit for the types of geek girls, particularly the "lit geek
(nerd)". I myself consider myself to be a book nerd and after checking out the magazine lists for my type
(Slate, The Believer, Utne Reader, Mental Floss), I thought they really didn't have anything to do with books.
Maybe a little section on book reviews and releases, but nothing absolutely dedicated.

"Geek Girls" is a good for a quick but fun read and is not to be taken seriously. If you're looking for a serious
study into girls/women as nerds/geeks, then this isn't the book you want to read.
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Starhistnake says

This book should probably have been named "A Field Guide to the Modern Geek Female". It's a bit lacking
in detail on that front but it seems a more fitting title than "Geek Girls Unite".

I am also disturbed that there is quite a bit of tearing down of other 'non- geek' females through out the
course of the book. Admittedly most of the females mocked I don't admire and have said cutting and cruel
things about them myself - but I've not taken the time to publish them and I generally try to work out why
these women would even be the way they are. It creates this sense that she isn't so much advocating bringing
women with different tastes and perspectives into the mainstream but turning the mainstream culture into the
Other.

Basically, she lost me when she started being mean to other people. I'm not interested in your revolution if it
involves nastiness to others to become bigger. So what if some of the gals name checked are rude and nasty
themselves? What's wrong with being the bigger person and setting cattiness aside?

Taken as a bit of fun, this isn't a bad book. I was just expecting something deeper and more serious. And a
bit more of the actual 'unite' part.

Alisha Marie says

Okay, so here's the gist of it: I'm a geek. Happily. And I've been looking for books that embrace geekiness in
every shape, way, or form. While Geek Girls Unite did this to an extent, I felt that this book was kind of
stereotypic as well as surface-level. It wasn't nearly as clever as a book on geekiness should be.

One of the major things that bothered me about Geek Girls Unite was that it seems to cater to those who are
just one-dimensional geeks (and I say that in the most loving way), but most geeks don't just fit into one
mold. Not all geeks are solely computer/technology geeks, math geeks, music geeks, film geeks, or book
geeks, but rather are two or more of these things. Surprising as it may seem, people can be wildly passionate
about two or more things. I, for one, cagetorize myself as both a literature geek AND a music geek. I don't
get why you would have to be one or the other.

So, if you're looking for a fluffy, cute, and somewhat stereotypic look at geekiness, pick up Geek Girls
Unite. If you're looking for an in-depth, quirky book on geekiness and what makes a certain geek, keep
moving.

Crystal says

Ehhh, not great, but not awful. This was written in 2011 and it's surprising how dated a few of the references
already seem, but it was interesting reading how music, literature, athletic, and other geeks are defined. I
think music might be my biggest geekdom (although I have no idea how you skip Lilith Fair when talking
about women in music, and the write-up about Liz Phair was horrible).
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A pretty fun read to skim through. I found myself happily nodding along to some of the descriptions, but also
cringing. Then I realized this was written by an MTV staffer, and things made a bit more sense.

Traci says

I've always considered myself a geek. A nerd. An uncool person. I wasn't popular in high school or college.
I've never had what I would consider "a ton" of friends. When I saw this book in the library, I was instantly
drawn to it, thinking I'd found my bible of sorts. Well, I was wrong.

According to Simon's definitions (because you must first define what a geek is, especially as there are
concerns that a geek and a nerd are really the same thing), a geek is "a person who is wildly passionate about
an activity, interest, or scientific field and strives to be an expert in said avocation." She then goes on to
provide some geek girl archetypes, such as the The Fangirl Geek, The Literary Geek, The Film Geek, The
Music Geek, The Funny-Girl Geek, and The Domestic Goddess Geek.

Each chapter begins with a short quiz, as you test your geek knowledge of each subject. (Hint, the answer is
always "C".) Simon gives a brief overview of what the subject is, what the typical geek girl is like, some
historical geek girls in said subject, what to watch for in frenemies, and finally, a list of best websites, books,
music, films, etc that relate to each subject. There are cute and funny footnotes along the way, as well as
quotes from famous and average geek girls in the side margins.

So why the disappointment, you ask? Well, I'm not stupid. I knew I wouldn't fit into most of the categories
here, but I had expected to find soul sisters in the Literary Geek Girl chapter. Evidently, though, the author
means "literary" in the strictest sense; there aren't any authors/works mentioned that are, what I would call,
ordinary. Look, I love books and reading. I mean, I LOVE them. But I'm not a literary snob, and that's what I
took away from this book. I have no interest in reading David Foster Wallace or Jonathan Franzen. I did read
Vonnegut's Slaughterhouse-Five but wasn't overly impressed (I probably just didn't "get it"). I enjoy reading
lots of different types of books, including what I consider "fluff" - Regency romance or humor or just plain
silly. I found myself thinking that I just didn't relate to the Literary Geek Girl after all.

Imagine my surprise when I got to the chapter "Miscellaneous Geek" and read the following: "Much of being
a geek is feeling like you don't quite fit in, so it's only natural that this book should include a chapter for
geekettes who didn't find kindred spirit in any of the above caricatures." (emphasis is mine here). AHA!
Perhaps this is why I found myself skimming the last two or three chapters of this book; the descriptions just
felt too over-the-top/fake/hipster-centric! (And keep in mind that this book is less than 200 pages...)

I went back to the definitions at the beginning of the book, and after re-reading them, I think it's safe to say
that I am not a geek. I am, however, a nerd, "a person who excels academically and who thrives on such
educationally induced pastimes as memorizing UNIX manuals and correcting your grammar. Such persons
may not possess the most advanced social skills, but they are armed with a huge heart and an even bigger
brain." Yeah, that sounds much more like me - well, except that I have no interest in programming, and I
actually have mad social skills.

Overall, this book is OK. But keep in mind, as the author finally admits, that these are caricatures. Don't take
anything in this book as gospel, and you'll be just fine.
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Stephanie says

I am a geek. I've embraced that fact from the first day I went to visit my grandfather and he told me stories
about WWII and his early life in PA. While other kids were reading Amelia Bedelia (and, I read her too!), I
was reading about fighter jets and pilots and Tuskegee Airmen...collecting WWII stories was my first foray
into geekdom.

Fast forward to a few years later, I begin an adventure in SF. I've collected books, movies and actors (yes, if
you keep stats on actors on paper like IMBD, in 1985, before said website was even thought up and before
the interwebs were created for mass use, you are, in fact, collecting actors), I collected dolls...er action
figures (I still have my Yoda action figure, no you may not buy it from me) and I still have my Mulder and
Scully Barbies (no you may not have those either!), rocks and posters. Starting my adult years I began to
collect recipes and glassware. I think that it is being a collector that makes any person a geek. I don't think
that Leslie Simon, author of Geek Girls Unite, disagrees at all.

The book is broken up into chapters focusing on various types of 'geeks’ (fangirl, literary, film, music, funny
girl, domestic and miscellaneous) and each of those sections follows the same format: a quiz (where the
answers are always 'C'...don't know why that is), a character sketch, descriptions of famous geeks of that
‘genre’, ‘frenemies’ (which is an hilarious look at those in that particular community that give the rest a bad
name...) and concludes with ‘the perfect match for’ section. It's this last part that cracks me up the most, it's
like Geek girls meet Cosmo mag and my friends and I had such a fun time checking off the list and then
adding our own.

I like how Simon uses the introduction to make sure that we understand that while she make poke fun at this
or that and that while we may do that too, we are all in this together. She says...

It's time for us to reclaim the connotations of being a "geek" and hold tight to the term as a source of pride
and distinction. In other words, embrace your quirkiness! Celebrate your idiosyncrasies! There is power in
your geekiness! Trust.

And...

Here's the most important thing, though: just because our passions aren't the same," that doesn't mean we
aren't united in our geeky affection for what ever it is that makes us happy--even if it feels like society
sometimes pits us against one another. ...being a geek should unite--not divide--us. If one good things comes
out of this book, it will be that you get to know your geeky sisters (and cousins) so you can recognize these
fabulous ladies when you see them, start a conversation, and realize that our differences are actually what
bring us closer together.

I remembered the above when she defined, with a little bit of sass but all truisms, the terms that I have used
to refer to myself (geek, nerd, dork, dweeb, weirdo) and when, on more than one occasion, I found myself
falling into the 'frenemies' category. We, even those of us who only scratch the surface of someone else's
obsession, must love each other and unite in order to conquer the world.

This book is just informative enough that teenager girls, who feel their inner geek, but can't find an outlet,
can learn more and identify with others and those of us who already know what we are can laugh in delight. I
mean I have at one time or another been totally in love with David Tennant (my Fangirl Geek Girlness),
James Franco (my Literary Geek Girlness), Joseph Gordon-Levitt and Mark Ruffalo (my Film Geek
Girlness), Jack White (my Music Geek Girlness), Andy Samberg (my Funny-Girl Geek Girlness)...and, I've
crushed on Hungry Girl, Anthony Bourdain, Tina Fey, Stephen Colbert and John Stewart. I liked that Simon
talks about Athletic Geek Girl as a person who doesn't necessarily play or want to play sports (it goes back to
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that collecting thing I mentioned earlier) so I felt comfortable about falling into this category as well.

This book is part encyclopedia, part humor, part commentary, part major to-do list (as in I must now watch
_____ or create a mix-CD of ________, why haven't I done that before?) and definitely a call to arms to all
geek girls out there.

It is, after all, "a geek's world; everyone else is just living in it."

This book isn't really 280 pages on the Nook...seriously like 70 pages are footnotes. Each footnote gets its
own page so you can click back and forth effortlessly. I'd like to also note that this book is glitchy moving
from the last page of a chapter to the first page of the next one...not really sure what that's about, but I'm sure
it can be fixed and I will wait to go to B&N before archiving and unarchiving et cetera, I have an irrational
fear of deleting things that I shouldn't!

Rachel Craig says

I was excited to read this book!...and then it got snarky and Mean Girls-ish against people who aren't geeks.
As someone who appreciates geek and not geek friends (and as someone who isn't a geek about everything),
that made the book a bit hard to read. Some stuff was funny, but the over-generalizations of being geeks and
again, the meanness, just got to be too much. Also, it felt like some sections, like the Film Geek, Funny Girl
Geek, and Music Geek sections were lacking in history. They should've gone back thirty years and covered
female jazz singers, or movies with strong women casts, like Stagedoor and The Women. If you want to read
this book, proceed with caution.
Also, it had an awkward Cosmo-ish vibe, with inane quizzes that add to the over-generalization vibe of the
book, and the love matches, which were stereotypical AND heteronormative. No love for gay or bi geek
girls? LAME. The links were decent, at least. Not great and certainly not enough to save this book, but
decent.

P.S. Why were history geeks left out? I know plenty of girl history geeks and am one. Lame, Leslie Simon
through this writing comes off as a poser instead of a true geek. I guess that's what happens when you read a
book from someone who also wrote "Everybody Hurts: An Essential Guide to Emo Culture.". Gag.

Dana says

Being a "Geek Girl" myself I was so excited to discover this book. Sadly, it was majorly disappointing. It
was stereotypical and didn't even really go into depth about "Geek Girls". I think the most annoying aspect
was the "perfect match" checklist after each chapter of what type of guy "she" is compatible with.....that
pretty much ruined the book for me right there. The only redeemable qualities(why it is two stars instead of
one) is the links(still not that great) and illustrations.

Amber [thespacejamber] says

Contrary to popular belief, very little ends up irritating me to the point of straight up anger when I'm reading.
However, one of my biggest pet peeves in books -- or in life, really -- is when something labels itself as
outwardly feminist and empowering to certain subsections of women, but then turns right around and shits
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all over other women. Case in point: this very book.

Simon dedicates each chapter to a different group of geek girldom, advising of some of their more telling
features, pointing out some of the bigger celebrity names that represent said group, and other various other
tidbits relevant to the section. This is all well and good until the many not-so-subtle jabs toward any girl who
isn't outwardly geeky start popping up. Each chapter starts out with a short quiz to see if you fit the mold of
that particular group (the answer is always c, by the way), but if you end up choosing mostly b's, you end up
getting your intelligence insulted by way of Simon calling you shallow through the lens of another female
celebrity who she deems unworthy of calling themselves a geek. Isn't the point of the whole book about
embracing your freak flag? Why aren't some women allowed to proudly wave it?

Furthermore, it seems as if there are a lot of contradictions within the geeky sects; for example, Simon writes
about how the fangirl geek worships Twilight and other assorted television shows or movies, but then later in
the literary and film geek sections, trashes these very girls for liking Twilight, etc. What if a film geek
happens to enjoy the Twilight series for its interesting use of the blue filter, or if the literary geek finds
herself drawn to The Hobbit films to finally put her imagination on the screen? I also found myself insulted
by the "frienemies" sections, as if meeting all -- or any -- of those qualifications makes anyone automatically
ungeeky. I currently have 12 books checked out from the library and am planning on getting an MFA in
literature, but find leggings so much more comfortable than regular pants. Apparently, however, the fact that
I have this preference pushes me into the frienemy section.

Additionally, can we not with ending each chapter with what the ideal skinny white cis boy would look like
for our ideal skinny white cis geek girl? The whole purpose of feminism's third wave is opening the
movement up to more than just one specific type of woman: not all women are straight, not all are cis, not all
are white, etc. I'm also perturbed by the implication that all geek girls are not conventionally attractive,
which Simon does by pushing "ungeeky" female celebrities under the bus.

I wasn't expecting great cultural analysis when I picked this book up from the library, but I expected it to be
a cute little read about making myself and other girls feel good about what makes us tick, but I was not
expecting to be bombarded with anti-"mainstream woman" rhetoric. And, let's be real, when you start calling
Ayn Rand a leader of the feminist movement, even though she considered herself to be very staunchly anti-
feminist, how can we trust you on calling your own book feminist?

Jennifer says

Giving this book a single star because I can't give it something lower.

I was excited to read this book. I thought I would find a collection of stories and examples of how being a
Geek Girl is an amazing thing and how despite our differences how really the same all of us are. My
excitement quickly went from disappointment to anger.

One of the biggest mistakes author Leslie Simon makes is taking on the tone of all-knowing. As if she is
Head Girl of each of the fandoms she writes about, even when she's making claims that are simply incorrect.
I think the hipster-like attitude of "I'm a bigger, better, fan than you" is one of the most harmful things when
it comes to fan girls coming together and unfortunately Ms. Simon comes across as being the ultimate fan of
everything. She claims to have gotten a lot of her knowledge from her self-made sorority (Geek Girl Guild)
but she never lets their voices shine through.

Ms. Simon also claims at the beginning of the book that fan girls should set aside their differences and come
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together. (It doesn't matter if someone likes gaming and I don't, we're still both enthusiastic fans. We can
relate.) Great message. Sad that she spoils it by adding a piece to the end of each chapter called "Frenemies."
AKA here is a list of people this particular type of fan girl loathes: athletes, twihards... So girls, unite with
other fans, unless that fan can be lumped into a particular kind of group and then avoid them,

This book is written for young teenage girls. It reads like Seventeen Magazine, complete with quizzes (The
answer is always C.) and a list of the boys that are suited best for each time of fan girl. (Looks like my
husband an I will have to divorce. He's listed as incompatible with my brand of geek according to Ms.
Simon.)

This is a book worthy of Regina George, not a Geek Girl looking to be empowered by other women who are
fearless to be enthusiastic about what makes them happy. My only condolences is that Geek Girls are
intelligent enough to see this book for what it is - trash.

Joanna says

It's not like I had high expectations of this book or anything. It's for middle schoolers. I think. So it being
simplistic and stereotyped was expected. "I'm 13! What do I like? Who am I? Is there a quiz? OMG a quiz
yay. what about BOYS. BOYS YES" sort of thing. And it lists things you might like. How bad can it be,
really?

But this should be kept far far away from those middle schoolers because it will FUCK THEM UP. I'm
serious. How this book was written, it's just snobby bitch affirmations. Full of girl hate. Sometimes some
nongeek is namedropped just so they can be made fun of, outta no where! I'm like, geez okay maybe Lauren
Conrad and Megan Fox don't like or do the same things you do but do you have to call them stupid sluts?
That's just unneccessary. And each chapter has a section on "Frenemies" that lists out people that are
"poseurs" and do things that are uncool like uh, quote Austin Powers and read Nicholas Sparks books.
Frenemies who should be made fun off because apparently that's what geek girls do to unite.

And uh, for something to be funny it actually has to be funny. You can't just say something mean and expect
it to be "snarky" and cute just because you wear glasses and like Bikini Kill. Jesus. I feel more womanly
sisterhood reading cosmo.

It's too bad because take out all the complain-about-my-life-and-people-lamer-than-me stand up comedy bits
and it works perfectly fine. It's just that well, it takes a fine touch to meld "people suck!" and "people are
awesome!" in a way that sounds genuine, wise and funny. anything sloppy and it's, "my friends and I are
awesome and YOU SUCK!" and this is sloppy.


