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It happens at the start of every November: the Scorpio Races. Riders attempt to keep hold of their water
horses long enough to make it to the finish line. Some riderslive. Othersdie.

At age nineteen, Sean Kendrick is the returning champion. He is ayoung man of few words, and if he has
any fears, he keeps them buried deep, where no one else can see them.

Puck Connolly is different. She never meant to ride in the Scorpio Races. But fate hasn’t given her much of a
chance. So she enters the competition — the first girl ever to do so. Sheisin no way prepared for what is
going to happen.
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From Reader Review The Scor pio Races for online ebook

Maggie Stiefvater says

You know | had to. It IS my favorite of all my books, after all.

Claudia Ramirez says

| ACTUALLY CRIED WITH THE LAST LINE OF THISBOOK. REAL TEARS.

Kai says

"It's easy to convince men to love you. All you have to do is be a mountain they have to climb or a poem they
don't understand.”

Puck has a horse, two brothers and soon no house to call a home. Sean's heart beats for something that he
doesn't own. Both have no choice and only one chance to get what they desperately need. It's either win or
die

Why did I not pick this up sooner?
Thistotally deservesthe 5 star rating. My heart goes out to every single tiny detail of this book. But most of
al for the oh so precious characters. I'm alittle in love with all of them, but very much so with Finn.

I'm at loss with words and it's too late to form a clear thought, especially now that The Raven King is waiting
for meto beread. A+ for world building, plot, characters, writing, unpredictability and magic. Perfect from
start to finish.

Find more of my books on Instagram

Melissa v Dog/Wolf Lover ¥ Martin says

| don't even know what to say!

Catriona (LittleBookOwl) says

3.5/5 stard!

| really liked The Scorpio Races, and I'm glad | listened to it on audiobook. Since there were two voice
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actorsit was very easy to separate Puck and Sean, which was lucky since I've heard that some readers found
it very difficult to distinguish between them when reading the book. The narrators also had very different
ways of speaking as the characters, which made it impossible to mix the two up while listening.

The writing was beautiful. There is such arich atmosphere, and the descriptions |l eft vivid images of the
setting in my mind. | felt like | was there on Thisby, experiencing the world alongside Puck and Sean. Whilst
the setting was strong on Thishy, | didn't get a strong sense of where Thisby was located on the map. I'm
assuming it's afictional island, but there was a reference to the States, so there is some blend with our
present world.

My main concern was the slower pace, though | think my expectations hindered my full enjoyment of the
story. | went into this expecting alot of action, but instead found my thoughts wandering alot, but when my
attention returned | didn't feel like I missed much.

I was a so hoping for alittle more explanation about the history of the Scorpio Races and how the tradition
came to be. With aslower pace, thereis plenty of room to explore the origins of Thisby's traditions.

NVaA UKP?VNO? /0V0,0P0IOKATOIKNEVO,TVIYULVO GTNV AAUUPO KOl TOUG KOTACTPOPKO?G
OV2U0UC UE ATIZKPNUVEG KO ETIKVOUVEC T PAAZEC KAL OYAVOKTIOUAVOUE ? OVEIPOTI?A0UG
VNOL 2TEC,EIVAL TO VNG? TIOL JIEEYOVTAl Ol AYVEC TOU OKOPTIO?.

K?0e xpv0 oTI¢ apX?¢ Tou NO2UPBPN VA 7610 TIOU OTIOTEAE? IEPOTEAECT?U VIO TOUG KATO?KOUC
OAA? KO TO HOVOSIK? TOUPIOTIK? B7AYNTPO. EKT?C B7Bala att? T0 MUBIK? X?pIGUA UTO? TOU VNO107?.

2TIC TIPAAZEC TOU EEPBP?OVTaIl K?0E XPVV0 TO @OI1V2IWPO TEP?0TIA HUBIK? T?pATA UE TN HOPP?
OA?YOU TO OTIO?0 AATPE?0LV TN B7A0000 KOl KATAOTIP?{0LV 2Tl KIVE?TOI OTN OTEPL?.

Omo10¢ "e&nUeP?0el” VA T?T010 HUBOAOYIK? TN 70O -LLE TEPTOTIEG DUV UEIC KO OTI?20TEVTEC
OVTOX7G- LTIOPE? VO TI?PEI L?POC OTOV ET?010 Oy A TAX ?TNTOC UE TIOA? HEY?A0 XPNHATIK? 2rBA0
OAA? KOl PE OK?UN HEYOAPTEPO KAVOUVO VA X?0€l TN (w? TOU.

Ta K?TEIA 20KA €1IVAL N OVOUAC?0 TGV HUBIKD BOA?0610V AWV TIOU EU@avV?ovTdl ATr? Ta vep?
TOU OVTAOVTIKOU OTNV TPOA?0 0lUTO? TOU VNGI0? KAl 0 Bp7A0¢ TOLG EIVAL OVATI?OTINIOTO KO ?TI
0 2U0TOC KAl BaV?Tou OTOLC OYVEG TOL OKOPTIO?.

M?0a gg 0LT? TNV TEPZTEXVA A@ENYNHUOTIK? BapBap?tnta o€ oX?20N HE TIC ETUTT?0E1C TWV K2TELA
20K0 OTNV {W? TGV KATOPKWV TEPITAKOVTAI E TEP?TEXVO TPOTIO Ol AVOP?TIVEG OX?0€EIG KAl Ol
OAANAETIOP?0EIC TOUC O€ OAQ TA ET?MEDA UE TIPOEE 2PXOLON TNV OY?1T KOl TA VEIPA dLUO VAV
TSIV UE TPOAVMATIK? BL2UATA 20X NMEC EUTEIP?EC KAI TOAA? GT2XEIA VA TA CUVOJE?0LUV OTO TAE 0!
TOULC TIPOG TNV EVTLX .

KaA? avwvwon!
MoAAO?C aoTINOMO?C! !
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Alienor [ French Frowner [ says

?1 reckon thereasonsfor which The Scor pio Races weaved itself throughout my beloved favorites
could cause an opposite reaction to other readers. Do | care, though? No, because every slow-paced page,
every heartfelt and beautiful sentence, every haunting and atmospheric landscape, every inch of Sean's
bloody-stained jacket and killer horse reminds me that if nothing else, The Scorpio Races hasa soul, and I'm
consumed by it.

"1 am hereon firm ground, but part of meisalready down on the beach, and my own
blood issinging I'm so, so alive"

Sgh. I've been trying to put my thoughts into words for hours now, but it seems that The Scorpio Races
joined the very exclusive club of the novels which mute my abilities to express myself. Puck and Sean's story
is burned into my brain, though, twisting my perception of the reality around me, Thisby's landscapes forever
ingrained in me. That'swhy | cannot, | will not leave this space blank and no matter how impossible it seems
at thistime, I'll try to do this wonderful book justice. Sorry in advanceif | don't succeed.

"Outside, thewind isalive, starving thing. The sky over Skarmouth isadull brown, lit
by the streetlights, but everywhere elseisinky."

m If you're - even alittle - accustomed to Maggie Stiefvater's books, it shouldn't come as a surprise that the
writing is nothing short of spectacular : compelling and beautiful, warming your heart a second and
breaking it the next. How could | complain about the slow-pacing if | thought it was perfect for the story? I'll
tell you, | can't. Isit subjective? Sureit is, and | understand the readers who were bored out of their minds.
Yet | wasn't. Never at any moment.

"Why aren't you going?"

The question infuriatesme. | demand, " Why isit that going away isthe standard? Does
anyone ask you why you stay, Sean Kendrick?"

"They do."

" And why do you?"

" The sky and the sand and the sea and Corr."

m | genuinely think that your ability to enjoy - to love - the plot depends on your expectations. Does The
Scor pio Racesrevolve around the sea killer horses and the race taking place every year on Thisby's
beach? Sure, but if you think that'sall it isabout, you will be disappointed. Many readers pointed it, and
they'reright : the race doesn't start until the very end, and is only an excuse to deal with the real issuesin my
opinion.

What issues?
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The raw and frightening feelings one can experience when not sureif he - she - belongs somewhere.
Through Sean, Puck, Gabe, Finn's eyes, we witness different ways to answer the difficult question of who
they really are and what they need to do to find happiness. Isit staying, whatever it takes? Isit leaving? Is
compromising themselves okay to reach their goals? As much as | personally find that the " coming-of-age”
label is often misleading, in The Scorpio Races it risesto awhole new level. | couldn't be indifferent to their
struggles, because as strange as it might be (given the fantasy elements) they felt real and heartbreaking
and oh so moving. Beware of the harshness, though : many parts are - really - difficult to handle, especialy
because it contains cruelty toward animals.

m Asusua Maggie Stiefvater nailed her characterization. If | sure didn't agree with every decision they
took, none of her characters felt wasted and all of them provoked contradictory feelingsin me. Honestly,
they're just so freaking amazing : well rounded-up, fleshed-out, and a little heartbreaking. Sean, in
particular, made it impossible for meto not love him almost instantly : hiswildness, hisloyalty to Corr,
his sea horse, hisintensity - that boy didn't need to talk for meto belost forever.

"All'I know isthat Sean Kendrick rodethat bay mare and waited until he was nearly
over the cliff edge befor e saving himself, and that the dead speak morethan he does."

? The Scorpio Races changed me, somehow, even if | can't pinpoint in what way so far, and this story will
linger for avery long timein my heart. Now, tell me, what better compliment could | give it? None.

For more of my reviews, please visit:

Mary ~Ravager of Tomes~ says

GET IT HERE FOR $1.99! 9/22/2017!

"This Skarmouth is raw and hungry, striving and unknowable. Everything the race makes me feel on the
inside is bleeding up through the seams in the street tonight.” - Sean Kendrick

"I wonder how long it will take for me to feel as adult on theinside as | look on the outside." - Puck
Connolly

*deep breath*

Sometimes you read a book and it becomes your whole world while you are reading it. For me, The Scorpio
Racesis one of those books.

| am just forever in debt to Maggie Stiefvater because this book hastruly affected me. It'svery difficult for
meto put into words.

But | suppose the best way | can say it isthis: The Scorpio Racesisthe kind of story | would hope to write, if
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| had the talent.

It'sincredibly unique. Stiefvater's writing istotally immersive. So much detail, and yet al of it felt relevant. |
savored every word, every page, every single bit of this book that | could.

| have heard some say that it was too slow, and | understand that critcism. It just wasn't true for me and my
personal reading experience. Yesit was slow, but | feel that it absolutely needed to be.

Thisisastory that bloomsin its own time, a breathtaking experience if given the proper patience.

While read this, | was on theisland of Thisby. | could feel the cold November breeze threading through my
hair, | could smell the tinges of brine and blood on the waves that soaked the shoreline. | could hear my heart
beating in my ears as the events unfolded. And | read the last thirty pages of this story with tears streaming
down my face.

I'm just so damn emotional, and sitting herein a heap of my feelings.

I know thisreview isn't very specific, but it suffices to say that | loved everything. From the characterization,
to the world building, to the plot, to the writing style - it's the whole package. | couldn't recommend this
book enough, especialy for fans of Stiefvater's other works.

Now please excuse me while | go recover in adark corner somewhere.

This and other reviews of mine can be found on Book Nest!

Lyndsey says

Also posted on STRANGEM ORE.COM.
Thisis basically the paranormal version of Misty of Chincatigue with (gasp!) romance!

Like Hidalgo, on the beach instead of the desert with (gasp!) kissing! Between two riders! NOT between the
horse and it's rider though. Well... sometimes between the horse and it's rider. Just alittle.

When this book started, it felt like a breath of fresh sea air, not rife with the smell of YA cliche. That was
mainly because | thought this book was told from the alternating perspective of two boys, Sean and Puck,
which would have been a nice change for Steifvater. Maybe | was in the mood for a buddy story or a brother
story, instead of the usual stereotypical romance. But it wasn't meant to be, you see, because Puck isa SHE
and not ahe. (Sorry, my inner Dr Suess came out for a second.)

Not that thisisaspoiler or anything, asit it mentioned fairly quickly. It was just something my mind was set
against. | wanted Puck to be aboy. I'm tired of the "here's a girl who does this and here's a boy who does
that, hmmmm, | wonder when and how they'll meet and, gee, wouldn't it be weird if they fell in love,
because, oh boy, we've never seen THAT happen before.”

The Rundown

I understand now why the blurb is so impossibly vague. Thisis adifficult book to sum up.
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Two individuals, Sean and Puck, are preparing separately for the annual Scorpio Races (where the dangerous
water horses of Thisby face off against each other with their riders and generally lots of bloodshed) until

their lives eventualy collide into each other. Sean is the typical Thisby teen boy who just so happensto
compete every year in the races. Puck isayoung girl having some family issues, in particular with her
brother's desire to leave the family home and the island that they live on, and she thinks that competing in the
Races will force her brother to stick around. But Puck decides to race her regular horse against the blood-
thirsty water horses, which cause quite a stir and tons of problems. And that's just the beginning.

TheWriting and World-Building

If there was one word to describe this book, it would definitely be "atmospheric." The descriptions were
gorgeous, but the location for the book is more than alittle mind boggling. It seems to be a created fantasy
island located in Ireland? | think. The term they use for the water horsesis a Gaelic term but it takes place on
afictional idand, | guess? The specifics are never really laid out about where or what or when this " Thisby"
is.

Many reviewers raised concerns about the lack of world-building in the Maggie's Wolves of Mercy Fals
series. That being said, | feel like she aimost went in the opposite direction with way too much world-
building, including tiny details about minor characters, and it honestly wasn't very interesting to me. The
characters all had their own quirks and backgrounds, but we were told too much and too often about them.
More than was necessary.

However, the world that she built around The Scorpio Races was much better than the world of Mercy Falls.
The prose isn't quite as purple and the romance isn't nearly as cheddar. 1'd say it's more like a magenta colby
jack. It was just a very bland and tastel ess magenta colby jack.

The Pacing

Pacing was my biggest problem with The Scorpio Races. It takes at |east 100 pages or so before anything
remotely interesting happens. Usually by then, | would have put a book down not knowing whether or not |
would pick it back up, but because thisis an upcoming release, | felt like | needed to keep going. In addition,
because of the way the environments are described and the action builds slowly, a certain intrigue smmersin
your mind and drives you forward regardless of the slow start. But I'm not entirely sure that the pay-off was
worth the anticipation.

Around page 380, the seemingly fabled races begin. Now that would have been a great place to start the
book! Because up until that point almost NOTHING had happened. It was all setup. I'm sorry, but | do not
need three hundred and eighty pages of setup. Even if it has pretty words and HORSES!!!

Because by the time that part finally came around and | thought, "Now this could be interesting,” -- it was
much too late. | was looooong past mentally checked out and had become disinvested and disinterested.

This might come off rude, but this is the best way | know how too explain what it seems like has happened.

Y ou know when alittle girl first discovers the way her skirt twirls when she spins? It's cute, right? You're
like, "Oh, isn't that precious. She'stwirling." But then it's two weeks later and she's STILL twirling like the
world won't be able to turn itself if she stops, you're like "Okay, we get it! Y ou can twirl" But you can't say
that because then you're just being an asshole for ruining alittle girl's "twirl time."

Well, Maggie Steifvater can twirl... and whirl... and swirl... and canter... and whinny. It just seemslike the
author discovered for the first time "Wow, | can write pretty prose. Let's throw some more of that in there."
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Don't get me wrong: It is pretty. But holy well of words, do we need SO much of it?

The Scorpio Races don't actually happen until the last 20 or 30 pages of the book, and even then, the actual
Races only last about 12 pages, the rest is aftermath. For a book that's 410 pages long, that is not a good
chunk of the content. Only about 3 percent of it, in fact. Maybe it should have been titled "The 380 pages
leading up to the Scorpio races'.

| mean, sure, Hunger Games had some setup as well. But it would have been an entirely different book had
the Games only lasted 12 pages.

Who Should or Should Not Read It

I wouldn't read this book again. And | wouldn't recommend it for alot of people. But | think alot of people
will read it anyway.

Here'swhy:

1) It iswritten by Maggie Stiefvater.

2) It isaparanormal written by Maggie Stiefvater.

3) It isaparanormal written by Maggie Stiefvater about HORSES! HORSES! HORSES! HORSES!
HORSES! HORSES!

254) It isastandalone. (Finally!)

If you hated Shiver, then you'll probably hate this one as well. If you loved Shiver, then you might love this
one.

Right around the time that the Black Beauty movie with Chris O'Donnell came out, | went through horse
phase like many young girls probably do. But | got over it and | think I'm still over it, which might be why |
didn't love this book. | al'so went through a dog phase, Old Yeller, Rin Tin Tin, Turner and Hooch, except
that | never grew out of it and never will.

I think Horse People will love this book. Keep in mind that there is a big difference between liking horses
and being a Horse Person. | like horses. They are pretty and | like to imagine them with horns or wings or
gills, but my thoughts don't revolve around them. | am a Dog Person.

I've heard people say that horses are like really big dogs, but | think that those people are just Horse People
trying to convince you to be a Horse Person. When really, it's like comparing Chihuahuas to Labradors.
Some people say that small dogs and big dogs are the same. They aren't. Not even close. Usually, those who
say that are Small Dog People trying to convince you to be a Small Dog Person. Thisisn't to say that any of
them are better or worse than the other, they are just different. | am a Big Dog person, not a Horse Person,
not a Small Dog Person.

If this had been about magical sea-faring German Shepherds, | would have LOVED it.... probably.

Other Thoughts

The onething | redly like about what Maggie did with this book, though the same may not be said for
Shiver, isthat she didn't follow the pack with The Scorpio Races. After the vampire-werewolf craze hit and
SMeyer announced on her website that she was writing a mermaid book, strangely, we saw a surgein the
number of mermaid based books on the market, many of a questionable quality due to the fact that they were
most likely rushed onto the shelves. Maggie didn't go with the surge but she didn't go against it either. She
went along side it by creating her own mythology similar to many ocean based tales. It wouldn't be
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surprising if we see arise in ocean based mythology books after The Scorpio Races.

Although the pacing is slower and the story not quite as involving as Shiver, this book still seemsto be a step
in a better direction (albeit almost too far a step) for Maggie. The world-building is much more fully realized
and detailed than that of Shiver and the storylineisn't purely romance based, which leads me to think that
maybe, just maybe, authors do pay attention to reviewers complaints. Maybe she just decided to put more
time into her world-building on her own, or maybe, hopefully, we are having some minuscule effect on how
the book world evolves. And that makes me very VERY happy.

TheVerdict

The Wolves of Mercy Fallswas just alittle too soft for me and the Scorpio Races was just alittle too hard,
so maybe by the time the next book comes around from Ms Stiefavter, that one will be juuuuust right for this
little goldilocks.

I'm giving it two stars because it was written well, just badly paced and plotted, in my opinion. The pretty
words weren't enough to make up for the boredom. And unfortunately, | never connected to the characters or
the romance between them.

The thing that frustrates me the most about books is when feel like | didn't learn anything. | don't really mind
not being entertained if | take something away from it that | had never thought about before. But | at |east
want one or the other.

If you aren't going to entertain me, then teach me something. If you aren't going to teach me something, then
by George Washington, at least ENTERTAIN me!! I'm very sorry to say that this book did neither. But that
isn't to say that you will feel the same.

Personally, | didn't loveit. | don't think | even liked it, but it wasn't terribly written; it wasn't too terribly
involving either.

Meh. That's my word for this book. Or rather more like -

MEEEEEEEEEEEEEEAAAAAAAH.

Yeah, | just whinnied. Whatcha gonna do about it, huh?

Kaylin (The Re-Read Queen) says

3 Stars

Overview:

“There are moments that you'll remember for the rest of your life and there are moments that
you think you'll remember for the rest of your life, and it's not often they turn out to be the
same moment.”
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Look, no oneis more upset about this rating than me. | wanted to love this so much. | recently finished The
Raven Cycle, and it became one of my favorite series. I’d heard so many great things about this, | was sure
I'dloveit.

...But | just feel really underwhelmed?
Pros:

| still love Stiefvater’ s writing style. There’ s something incredible about the way she sets a scene, and thisis
one of the most atmospheric novels I’ ve ever read.

She also does afantastic job of establishing character. A few chaptersin you feel for these characters. Y ou
understand their struggles without being overwhelmed with information.

These established characters are involved in some very real-feeling emotional conflicts and familial
dynamics. Especialy Puck’s relationship with her brothers. Their arguments were some of the strongest
portions of the book, as no one was simply ‘wrong.’

| dso realy loved George Holly for some reason? His conversations with Sean were very interesting and
further illustrated the strange atmosphere of thisisland.

Cons:
| just never connected.

| understood the characters and what they were struggling for, and in the first few chapters| redly felt for
them and was certain this book was going to make me cry. But by the end | was just questioning the
logistics?

Maybe it's because I’'m not a horse person. Maybe because I’ m not familiar with the original mythology.
Maybe it’sjust me.

But thiswas odd and | really struggled with suspending my disbelief. Which is strange, because I'm certain
I’veread weirder... but | kept stumbling over details?

If Puck’s been raised on thisisland and lovesit with al her soul, why does she know so little about the race
proceedings? If everyoneis so terrified of the horses, why do they race at all? I’'m sure thereis alarger theme
about nationalism and man’ sinnate desire to prove one’' s self ... but so many people were dying? Why did no
one rethink this dangerous game?

Seriously everyone was fine with riding horses that eat people, but they couldn’t understand awoman
participatingina‘man’'s’ race?

The bad-guy also seemed alittle stereotypical to me? Perhaps | didn’t connect with him enough either, but he
just seemed fueled by a blind desire to win.

90% of the book is abuild-up for the race. Thisis okay with me, al love slow paced stories that gradually
build... but the pay-out didn’t seem worth it? The actual race lasted like 8 pages, and somehow ended up
feeling rushed?

In Conclusion:
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It stimeslikethis | wonder if | read the same book as everyone else. The writing was there, but | just feel
like | was missing something with the story.

Carol. says

Tarot card reading for this book: inverted Tower. The Tower isleaning into the sea, crumbling, with
thrashing waves and stormy skies, and while it can be a card of destruction, it can also be a card of
fundamental change--which describes The Scorpio Races down to the letter.

A fierce and hungry book. Even the wind is hungry here, " alive, starving thing." The tomboyish Kate,
otherwise known as 'Puck," and her brothers have been orphaned ever since the carnivorous water horses
killed their parents. Loss runs through Kate's thoughts daily, ghosts of her parents and the struggle of being a
family when none of the remaining children is an effective adult. One night, her oldest brother announces his
decision to emigrate to the mainland, motivating Kate to enter the annual horse race that celebrates the water
horses' return to land. Even as the whole island survives because of the horses and the tourists they bring,
thereis adeep strand of ambivalence at the prospect of their return, as they inevitably bring carnage and
death.

Narrative switches between Kate and Sean, both entrants into the lethal race. Sean is alittle older, more
independent, more sure, but half wild himself. He too has lost a parent to the horses, and the other to the
mainland, but unlike Puck, heis only respectful of them, not fearful. A multiple race-winner, he has
numerous little magics that assist him in control over the water horses--twine, spit, iron. When Puck meets
him, shefindsheis" a dark-haired boy who ismade of all corners." Sean's storyline involves a jealous
and vengeful beta-male attempting to best him with capturing and training the horses, not one of my favorite
plots. Beta's actions perhaps goes over the top for the justification we are given.

| appreciated the extent to which the two voices are distinct in telling their stories. It's fascinating when they
meet some of the same people, each describing and interacting with them in their own style. Puck is clearly
younger, both developmentally and emotionally, but she's trying hard to grow up: " | hope he doesn't,
because my character'simproved alot since then. Nowadays | would've only thought the spitting part
instead of saying it to hisface."

One of the highlights of The Scorpio Racesis the language. Deceptively simple language is used extremely
well, creating atmosphere and character that stands out without cumbersome description. Even something as
simple as Sean watching a man carving meat is described carefully: " | am mesmerized by the utter
unawar eness of the entire process, the childlike pleasur e Beech takesin ajob ill done." There's quitea
few ugly occurrences in this book, but something about the prose makes it darkly beautiful: " Padgett is
beginning to look improbable; something about him isstarting to look lesslike a man and morelike
meat."

| enjoyed the uniqueness of the mystical element in the water horses and the mythology of theisland. The
mythology behind their return plays second fiddle, however, as the focus for Puck and Sean is on survival,
and the options for emotional survival that winning will bring. | love the visual of the horses riding the crest
of awave onto the sand, but their bloodthirstiness and destruction thread through the book in a dark weave.
Still, Stiefvater captures their swift beauty, " she isdown the beach like an osprey diving for afish" and
creates sympathy for Sean's longing and love for his own water horse, Corr. Puck's faithful pony, ("horse!")
Dove stands in sharp contrast to the barely bridled wildness of the water horses, and her willing and
realistically drawn great heart is one of the soft pleasures of the story. " Sheismy mare and my best friend,
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and | keep waiting for some thing bad to happen to her, because | love her too much.”
Overal, and enjoyable read that 1'd recommend. It's grim but not despairing; there's a gently developed love

interest that rises beyond the constraints of most YA romances, and the main characters are unigque, sincere
people doing what they can.

Cross posted at http://clsiewert.wordpress.com/2013/0...

may [ says

Buddy reading this with my-gueen-Em-{rp)}-my girl, Empress but-they-beth-have no-chill-so-t'm-going-ahead

Maggie Stiefvater has built aworld that | want to livein forever.

The Scorpio Racesisadightly mystical, dightly historic, all-around awesome tale narrated by our two main
characters, Sean Kendrick and “Puck” Kate Connolly. Every November the Scorpio Races take place which
isarace where riders must hold their water horses away from the siren waters long enough to cross the finish
line. Sounds simple, but it’s not. Many die and there is only one winter.

Sean Kendrick, (who isliterally my everything) is afour-time winning champion at nineteen-years old. Sean
is amysterious, solemn young man who is known, but no one knows. Puck Connolly, on the other hand,
finds herself in a situation where she hasto ride in the dangerous races. So much isriding on both of their
shoulders as the preparation for the races begins.

“Not a jockey?” Holly saysto me as| walk Miracle back into the yard.
“Just a horse lover,” | reply.

Never have | read a book so built and raw and real. Maggie has an incredible talent when it comes to writing.
The world of Thishy that she slowly crafted is not just words on a paper but images and ideas and tastes and
smells.

The characters, like everything else about the book, are not stereotypical, they are not obvious or obnoxious
or common. They are hand-crafted and so so so real.

Also, Sean Kendrick is everything.

The thing about Maggi€e' s books are that they are slow. They are dow like a burning flame that melts away
the unknown to reveal the plot, the story, the characters, the romance, the friendships, the conflict, and the
conclusion.

This book has burnt a specia place in my heart.
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Also, Finn. Finn Connolly is so damn precious. Someone please give him lots of machines and gears and all
the November Cakesin the world.

“ There are moments that you'll remember for the rest of your life and there are moments that you think
you'll remember for the rest of your life, and it's not often they turn out to be the same moment.”

5 stard!!

Wendy Darling says

Killer water horses + Maggie Stiefvater. What could go wrong?

Asitturnsout, quite alot. | feel just terrible writing this, and if you want to know just how much, it actually
took me 4 months to make myself finish the book--partly because | wasn't engaged in the story, but also
because | could sense that this wasn't going to be good reading experience. After the bruising my heart took
with Forever, | really didn't want to write a second negative review for this author. But I'm afraid my
disappointment continues.

The story centers around violent, flesh-eating water horses called capall uisce who are used in arace on the
beach on the fictional island of Thisby every November. From clues dropped throughout the book, it seems
that the events take place sometime during the 20th century, though not in present day, and the choice to be
vague about the location and time work well for the backdrop of the story, particularly in setting up the
hardscrabble life, antiquated attitudes, and the pressing need for money. Puck Connally is hoping to win
enough money to keep her parents house. Sean Kendrick wants to win his fifth race so he can buy the horse
he'scometo love. The entireisland is focused on the race, both out of fear of the unpredictable water horses
and out of desire for the material gainsit may bring.

I love the concept of this story, and some of the writing is very evocative. Unfortunately, the framework and
plotting feel very loose to me, as characters wander in and out of scene to have meaningful conversations
with one another, to posture and bluff, and to strain for glimpses of people or horses throughout much of the
story, all without awhole lot of substantial action to back them up. It takes aloooong time to set up Puck's
entering the race with an ordinary mare, and alooooong time for the two main characters to meet. While I'm
not afan of characters who swoon al over each other as soon as they meet, I'm aso not a fan of reading
hundreds of pages in which not very much happens at all. Well, there are a number of violent deaths of both
human and horse randomly inserted into the story, but few of them were particularly affecting to me, as there
was so little time setting them up or dealing with the aftermath that none of them felt particularly real.

Aside from lack of action, however, | aso had a number of issues with the writing. | think too many authors
use alternating perspectives these days, and it becomes a problem when the second POV adds little to the
narrative and when the two voices sound so very similar. | had to flip back several timesto figure out who
was actually speaking, since they're both mucking around with horses and entering races and butting up
against one obstacle or another. Add to this an unfortunate tendency to repeatedly use both first and last
name when referring to a character we've known forever (as late as on the second to last page), chapters that
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are often too short, chapters that too often end on heavily meaningful statements, an incredibly annoying
insertion of a name that sticks out like a sore thumb, and it all becomes a pretty frustrating reading
experience. My biggest issue, though, isthat so much of thisjust did not resonate emotionally with me.
There are plenty of justifications on paper for why Puck stubbornly defies tradition and why there is sabotage
and so on and so forth, but...l just didn't believe in it all enough to care. And being that | was willing to
believe in water horses that kill people for no reason whatsoever, that's really saying something.

All in dl, there wasn't enough here to keep my interest, though | know that many of my fellow Stiefvater
fans have enjoyed it. Shiver is still one of my favorite books of all time, but I've yet to read another book by
this author that comes closeto living up to it. Will | keep looking for a Maggie book that thrills me and
moves me to the same degree? Sure | will. But with 380 pages of build-up, 12 pages of the actual race race,
and 12 pages of wrap-up, The Scorpio Races certainly isn't it.

**Coming back later to edit this review and to insert more specific examples and quotes, but | wanted to get
my thoughts down before | let the review drag out for aslong as my reading experience did!

Lorasays

| am seriously excited for this. As excited asthiskitten, in fact.

Em says

“It isthe first day of November and so, today, someone will die.”

With these haunting words laid out like afeast of uncertainty and doom, Maggie Stiefvater launches a new
telling of an old tale inspired by elements of Celtic mythology, legends of the water horses, and her own
imagination.

And nothing had ever been more beautiful, or fearsome, or bizarre.

So, what's this book about?

Each October, dread settles over the island of Thisby, as The Scorpio sea throws capaill uisce—commonly
known as water horses—onto its shore, and a hint of fear mingles with the ocean breeze as the dreamlike
unreality of such delectable creatures warries with the gruesome truth of their deadly nature. Every first of
November—a date bound to loom large in the landscape of the isanders’ mind—the Scorpio Races are held,
and young men compete in a beachfront race to the death astride the capaill uisce, with such longing in them,
al bound up in hesitancy, as though they yearned for connection, but the mounts didn’t reciprocate their
desires.

Sean Kendrick has carved hislife out of the land of sea and sand and fatal, beautiful horses. Four-years
running champion of The Scorpio Races, heislocally reputed as the best capaill uisce trainer, but he remains
bound to the wealthy Malverns for whom he works as a stable hand. Of all the things Sean Kendrick has
conjured in years of yearning for an independent life, buying the right to his water-horse stallion, Corr, was a
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thing he only folded inside his heart, until he was assailed anew by the brew of feelings that had churned in
him at the terrible clear-eyed certainty that it was now or never.

Katherine “Puck” Donnelly becomes the first woman to ever compete in the Scorpio Races, rolling the dice
on her own survival for her family’s sake, which had seemed—after her eldest brother decided to move to
the mainland and abandon her alongside her younger brother—to be drifting away from each other like
untethered boats in the mercy of the tides. Signing up with her simple land mare, Puck knows that her
chances are slim but she was so far down this path that to turn around would be to face a howling, dark
tunnel with nothing at its end. And with that realization, Puck feelsit take root within her, this purpose, as
though speaking it gave it the light it needed to grow.

Puck is a counterpoint to Sean, both of them forged the horrific day they’ ve been orphaned by the capaill
uisce, both of them saddled with the determination to win the race, both of them creatures riddled with empty
spaces that swelled and hurt with the same species of hope: fragile and sullied by fear and uncertainty. But
there could be only onewinner. Soisit possiblethat all their jagged edges might fit together like puzzle
pieces, or would they look to each other for the faith they kept between them, and begin to find only doom
instead?

“1 say, 'l will not be your weakness, Sean Kendrick.'
Now he looks at me. He says, very softly, 'It’ s late for that, Puck."

While the world that Stiefvater builds here isthinly sketched, formed only roughly with afew shadows here
and there, like wisps of smoke, it's tantalizing rather than incomplete, and it’s more than enough to leave the
vibrant suggestion of magic. The Scorpio Races, ultimately, isaset of brilliant moments woven together with
asure hand, and structured around a simple plot that illuminates, with rich prose and richer structure, a set of
very real, very damaged, very hopeful characters learning the courage it takes to reveal their authentic selves
to each other and to the world.

Thisisthekind of story that circles around you two, three times before drawing you in to an oddly poetic
tale of magic and passion, desire and longing. It's so easy to let your mind relax into the fantasy of it, and let
the familiarity of Stiefvater's storytelling and characterization wear away al the sharp, startling edges of a
novel world, and an even more unfamiliar myth.

| loved every minute of it.

| also love Sean and Puck so much | wish | could put them in a giant envel ope and mail them away from all
the bad guys.

From the beginning, they feel like characters you' ve known for years. It's not that they’ re tropes—far from
it—but Stiefvater isjust so deft at crafting charactersthat feel fully fleshed-out and more real than reflections
in amirror. There was so much in them, alifetime’s worth of feeling and yearning—many lifetimes
worth—concentrated into a single moment at the end, and it made reading this book feel like being locked
out of aroom while someone you love is trapped inside with unknowable terrors. | love how Puck fought
with impressive assertiveness everyone who belittled her for imagining she could possibly have had the bad
taste to compete in a sport “ designated for men”, and how Sean fought for his right to claim Corr with every
scrap of will and had none left over for meekness.

But as much as | love them individually, collectively they just...set ablaze the entire story. There is so much
else going on in their lives—hellish, heavenly and in-between—but together, they have away of being
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untouchable, of being above, peering down at the rest of the islanders from some lofty place they made from
their ragged hearts and every moment of peace they stole from the jaws of chaos. | love how they were both
rooting out darknessin each other: desire and faith they’ d never imagined themselves capable of, and how
the stone foundation of their romance was a deep love found in companionship and mutual respect. It wasn't
something they eagerly sought, it just came to them naturally, when it was time, and it was just so [clutches
chest] so beautiful.

I don't how elseto say “I love thisbook so much” and make you eager to read it, but I'll say this: if | could
just steal amoment from this story—the breeze scented with the last dying gasp of winter and tracing across
closed eyelids, the ground soft and sandy, the ocean rocking against the shore, the freedom and these
moments of being “so, so alive” on ahorse’s back ripping through the wind—and exist in it forever, | would
be so content.

BLOG | TWITTER | INSTAGRAM | TUMBLR

Robin (Bridge Four) says

Kindle Daily deal for $1.99 10Sept17

Buddy Read starting Feb 15, 2015 with Brandi, Nicholas, Tandie, Sophie, D G, Athena Shardbearer, Kerry,
Mich, AshleyR, Jessica and Michelle at Buddies Books and Baubles

Steve West has one of the sexiest voices ever. What agreat time | had listening to this story all over again.
Thanks buddy readers for areally fun reread of astory | enjoy.

Original Review:
4.5 Stars
“I didn't know," | start truthfully, " that it was the hard way when | started on it.”

I’ ve have never given arecommendation to specifically read or listen to book but | think for thisone | will. |
have found that the writing style of Maggie Stiefvater, it is slower and eloguent, lends itself better to being
spoken aloud than reading. | don’t think | would have liked this book nearly as much had | read it. | feel the
same way about Raven Boys also by Maggie and anything written by Lani Taylor. The audio version of the
book has two different voices to relay the alternating POV of Kate (Puck) and Sean. Both narrators did an
exceptional job with the cadence of the story and delivery of emotion. One of the best audiobooks |’ve
listened to.

“My mother always said that | was born out of a bottle of vinegar instead of born from a womb and that
she and my father bathed me in sugar for three daysto wash it off. | try to behave, but | always go back to
thevinegar.”

Thisis not your typical YA book where thereis always alot of action happening and afaster pace. It takes
some time for the story to get moving but | immediately liked the characters. Both are underdogs in their
own way. Puck haslost both her parents and needs to win the purse for her family. Sean needs to win to be
able to buy the waterhorse he loves and freedom for them both. Both have a set of obstaclesto overcome and
it could have worked out that they would end up enemies as competitors but remarkably they become
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friends.

“Where will you and Corr be?” | ask.

Sean presses two fingers along the edge of the counter, sweeping crumbsinto a pile. | notice that hisfingers
are permanently dirt-stained like mine. He says, “ Right next to you and Dove.”

| stareat him. * You can’t risk not winning. Not because of me.”

Sean doesn't lift his eyes from the counter. “ We make our move when you make yours. You on the inside, me
on the outside. Corr can come from the middle of the pack; he's done it before. It’s one side you won't have
to worry about.”

I say, “1 will not be your weakness, Sean Kendrick.”

Now he looks at me. He says, very softly, “1t'slate for that, Puck.”

The raceis fraught with danger, even the training is dangerous. The Capl| uisce (waterhorses) are fierce and
not to be trusted. There are some heart stopping events happening throughout the book but for the most part
it is about the two people trying to get by with what they have been given and falling unexpectedly in love
along the way. The romance however isvery far from the front of the story. It is more about the Island,
which isacharacter al of its own, aswell as the sea and the Capall uisce. | was fascinated by the
descriptions of this harsh Island world and the ferocious love that both Puck and Sean feel for somewhere
that has taken so much from both of them.

The actual race isn't until the very end of the book and doesn’t take long. Much like an actually horse race a
lot of banter before and then it is over in the blink of an eye. | really didn’t want it to end, | wanted to seeif
Holly came back in ayear and his predictions were true. | wanted to stay with Puck and Sean and Finn even
after the ending. The very ending was unexpected and beautiful, | teared up alittle as | thought that it was a
great example of love and sacrifice.

Kainat ?HUFFLEPUFF & PROUD? says

“Vices wereonly vices

when looked at through the frame of society.”

Another remarkable story delivered by Maggie Stiefvater, thereis a surprise!

| have a strange relationship with Maggie's characters. | don't just love Ronan Lynch. | love everything that
comes with him. | love Chainsaw likeit's my pet. I'm protective of hisBMW like it's my adopted child. Hell,
i even love his boyfriend like i'm his mother. Same goes here: | don't just like Kate and Sean, it's just

everything! I'm not sure i can explain it.

Full review to come soon.

Choko says

* k% 475 ***

A Buddy Read with the MacHalo Freaks, because mythical blood-thirsty Water Horsesare
awesomel!!
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Let me start by saying that very few authors are capable of affecting me emotionally the way Maggie
Stiefvater does. Her proseis magic! | am not just spouting words here. Her writing hits somewhere in the
vicinity of my soul and | can't get away unscathed. She wounds with her beautiful prose, enchants with her
lyrical cadence of melody made of letters, and heals with the hope for salvation, as unlikely asit might
seem... | have never been able to pick up abook of hersand put it down without feeling asif my mind is
straddling both worlds - the real one and the one Maggie weaves usin. That is not to say that her work is
perfect. It isn't and | am kind of glad for it, since it makes her more human and having read some of her
interviews, if she reaches that panicle of perfection, she might decide she is over with writing and go on to
music or any of the other talents G-d has gifted her with... | am glad to say, she has to keep on trying by
giving us more and more of her enchanting stories...

"..."“Tell mewhat towish for." Tell mewhat to ask the sea for."
" To be happy. Happiness."
"1 don't think such a thingishad on Thisby. Andif itis, | don't know how you would keep it." ..."

The Scorpio Racesis not what the book isreally about. They are just the event the author has chosen in order
to show us the lives of the people on the Island of Thisby, a harsh and economically depressed place, with
little hope for the locals, with the youth finding their way either away to the main land, or often killed by the
creatures that make the Island unique among any others... The capaill uisce, the mythical Water Horses
which come to the beach every November and ride, taking down people as well as animals for their kills, and
going back to the sea. Some know those as K el pies and know how these horses born of mythology can be
awe inspiring as well as blood-curdling terrifying. They are natural predators and their allure is what keeps
the brave, sea-loving souls living on the Island, brings the tourists in November, which is the core of the
local economy, and culls those who underestimate their viciousness, leaving behind widows, widowers, and
many orphans.

"..." Thewater is still high and brown and murky with the memory of the storm, so if there’s something
below it, I won’t know it. But that’s part of this, the not knowing. The surrender to the possibilities
beneath the surface. It wasn’t the ocean that killed my father, in theend." ..."

Puck and her brothers are just this type of orphans. Sheisonly 17, but their parents were killed by the water
horses years ago, leaving her, her older brother Gabe and her younger brother Finn to fend for themselves.
The only thing she possessis her mare Dove and she cares for her as best as she can. Puck lovestheidand
and wants to find away to keep her life there. However, her older brother has been deeply disillusioned and
is headed out, away from everything this Island represents for him, to the Mainland, promise of work and
hope for the future. Puck is also faced with losing the house and in a move of desperation she enters the
Scorpio Races, arace made for the capaill uisce, while Doveisjust aregular mare. The odds are against her,
the tradition of the islanders are against her, and her gender is against her, let alone that most of the racing
horses are going to look upon Dove as a meal, not a competitor. But as scared and worried as sheis, Puck is
not backing down and her fiery personality jumps off the page, endearing her to the reader with her strength
and vulnerability.

"..."“My mother always said that | was born out of a bottle of vinegar instead of born from a womb and
that she and my father bathed mein sugar for three daysto wash it off. | try to behave, but | always go
back to thevinegar.”" ..."

Sean Kendrick is also acapaill uisce orphan, awitness to the death of his father while participating in one of
those Scorpio Races. But just as his father before him, the salt of the sea and the wild beauty of the Water
Horses callsto Sean's blood and makes him a part of the ecosystem of the island, addicted to the uncertainty
and daily fight for survival. Heis only 19 and already has won the race four out of six times. He races on
Corr, aWater Horse Stallion, with whom he has a deep bond, a connection deeper than any he has known.
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He has been trying to bur Corr off of his employer, the rich Horse Y ard and stables owner and biggest
businessman on the Island. However, the dude keeps Corr over Sean's head as areason to keep him working
for him, since Sean is irreplaceable when it comes to working with the water beasts. He captures them, trains
them and rides them, as well as gentles them enough to be ridden by others. He is an expert in atrade known
by less than a handful and his boss knows it. But so does the rich dude's son, who is jealous and kindles a
deep hatred and need to bring Sean down. However, if he wins the race this year, Sean will get the
opportunity to finally buy his beloved Stallion. But that was before he met Puck...

" ...“ Does anyone ask you why you stay, Sean Kendrick?"
"They do."

" And why do you?"

" The sky and the sand and the sea and Corr.”" ..."

In some way the two of them, Sean and Puck, are the heart of the Island. They and those like them keep
Thisby alive and itstraditions with it. No one knows why the Water Horses have chosen this Island to gather
on, no one knows much about them at all. But they show and victimize, aswell as personify the image of this
otherwise poverty-stricken island... As much as the locals hate the death the capaill uisce leave behind, they
are also beholden for their economic existence to them, as well as defining their cultural uniqueness. The
attempts of the locals to domesticate those wild beasts are more successful the farther away they are from the
shore, since the Sea speaks and calls to them, making them wild with yearning for it, and able to tear all that
stands between them and the water apart. However, they would not leave thisisland, thus not existing
anywhere but there... | was mesmerized by their duality of nature!!!

"..."Tdl mewnhat it'slike. Therace."

"What it's likeis a battle. A mess of horses and men and blood. The fastest and strongest of what is |eft
from two weeks of preparation on the sand. It'sthe surf in your face, the deadly magic of November on
your skin, the Scorpio drumsin the place of your heartbeat. It's speed, if you're lucky. It'slifeand it's
death or it's both, and there's nothing likeit.” " ..."

This story is slow, but so deeply emotional, it isworth every sentence with which it unfoldsin front of us. It
has Fantastic Water Horses, but it is raw and real as any Stainbeck | have ever read, and just as impactful in
its own way. The beauty of both strengths and weaknesses of the human spirit are exposed with the gorgeous
prose the author weaves around as a spell. Maggie's goal of the readers feeling like they have their toesin the
sand and the chill wind of November pelting the salt of the seainto their skin, is achieved to a maximum and
as| finished the story, | felt grief at losing those almost tactile sensations... If | wasto ask for anything more,
it would be to have more of thisworld, more about our characters and much, much more of Corr and
Dove):):)

"..."It'seasy to convince men to love you, Puck. All you have to do is be a mountain they have to climb or

a poem they don't understand. Something that makes them feel strong or clever. It'swhy they love the
ocean.”"..."

Now | wish you all Happy Reading and may you always find what you need in the pages of a Good Book!!!

C.G. Drewssays

--> REREAD #3, NOVEMBER 2017
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So | purely reread this for the aesthetic of NOVEMBER 1st. Go me. | am shallow and great. And also | love
thisbook so bloody much it actually hurtsmy heart. | am hopelessy and utterly in love with Sean and
Corr and Thisby and every word choice is so PERFECT that it melts me.

Notable 3rd Read Thoughts:

» can Holly pls adopt Sean

* Puck keeps trying to be less vinegar but she should be all the vinegar
* 99% sure Finn has OCD and it is such agood rep

» Gabe and Tommy Falks are my new ship don't @ me

» SEAN FREAKING KENDRICK <3 <3

« also shout out to the fact that thisis truly the best romance of life and Sean and Puck like barely have to
hold hands or kiss to be the most beautiful relationship of the world
 dlso why can't | have more

* sean tho

* i need to go sit down i have emotions

--> REREAD #2, JUNE 2016

| CANNOT EVEN POSSIBLY REMEMBER HOW TO WORD RIGHT NOW PEOPLE. This book
means so very much to me. Y ou know those books that are just yours for some reason? This one = mine. It
started me on YA. | read it after The Hunger Games and there was noooo going back afterwards. YA
OBSESSION HERE WE COME. Not to mention my deep eternaly wildly fangirling permanent adoration of
all things Stiefvater. Sheis my most favourite author of the universe. Why? THIS ISWHY . Flawless books
of utter writing perfection and characters that steal your heart. omg. | honestly...I'm just a mess of feelings.

Re-reading this was like coming home to old friends. It's been 4 years since | read it. | FORGOT SO MUCH.
| had like 9 anxieties reading it even though I'd already read it. | fell hopelessly back in love with Sean
Kendrick. It'sthe quietness. | LOVE QUIETNESS. Sean says 1 word where everyone says 6. Me toooo00.
Or else | say 0 words where everyone says 6 and wait until they're definitely listening to talk. His non-
talking-ness just resonated wtih me. aGAIN. And Puck'svinegar and sugar temperament | just love
endlessly. ALSO FINN; the precious. He is probably one of the bestly written characters with OCD |'ve
ever read...especialy in afantasy!! (I think Maggie Stiefvater has OCD, right? So you can tell thisisjust
crafted so beautifully and thoughtfully.) (I just wish | knew how old he was, dangit. | just KEEP
WONDERING. I'm going to say 13 maybe?)

ALSO | THINK | CRIED. Because beautiful words and just the way Thisby always catches my heart so |
KINDA CAN'T BREATHE BECAUSE | LOVE IT ALL SO MUCH.

| need more stars to give this book. MORE. STARS.
(Also there's awhole chapter set in abakery, FY1.)

Needlessto say: thisisone of my all time favourite books of the universe. | just....l JUST CAN'T SUM

IT UPOKAY?1? My heart fractured so. many. times. and the last chapter actually...l just...gjfdklasfdjakld;. I f
you haven't ever read a Stiefvater book: START HERE. | just want to HUG IT and keep it and love it
forever. OKAY I'LL STOP GUSHING BUT OMG THISBOOK MEANS THE WORLD TO ME.

(Note: the audiobook is freaking fantastic by the way. BEST choice for the re-read. The actors are
impeccable and Sean's voice = <3333 PLUS it has music on their by Maggie Stiefvater!! And this EPIC
author's note about the behind-the-scenes of her building Thisby and AFIDADSKALD | LOVED THE
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AUDIO.)

*xxxx ORIGINALLY 2012 *****

Maja (The Nocturnal Library) says

They camein with thetide. The moon illuminated long lines of froth asthe waves gathered and
gathered and gathered offshor e, and when they finally broke on the sand, the capaill uisce tumbled
onto the shorewith them. The horses pulled their heads up with effort, trying to break free from the
salt water.

| had to restrain the squealing, fangirly Maja and shove her in the closet so that the adult, critical Mga can sit
and write this review. Believe me, it’s better thisway.

With The Scorpio Races, Maggie Stiefvater has finally earned my complete trust. | promise never to doubt
her again. I"ve read four of her books so far and | gave all four of them five stars. If there was ever an author
who deserved my wholehearted support, it’s her. Sheisan artist above all else, and if that alone isn’t enough,
here’ s another reason for my respect:

Other writers might have different priorities, but for me, the chief goal of my novelsis not plot or premise or
pacing, but to evoke a certain feeling. | will sacrifice most anything in order to change someone's mood in
a certain way. | can't do that without careful navigation of metaphor and character devel opment.

(From Ms. Stiefvater’s blog post)

But I'll [imit my praise to The Scorpio Races for now:

Thistime, Stiefvater flirted alittle more seriously with the fantasy genre and created an amazingly gripping
story.

People on the fictional island Thisby live and breathe for one thing and one thing alone: wild and
bloodthirsty water horses, the capaill uisce. They are either directly involved in the races or they take care of
tourists from the mainland. Even though the Scorpio Races are held only once a year, the heartbreak and the
loss they inevitably bring are amost too big for one small island. People die in the races. They die because
they are too slow, too vulnerable or too ready to trust the monsters they are riding on. The capaill uisce may
be stunningly beautiful, but al you have to do is turn your back on them for one short second, and their teeth
will already be deep inside your flesh.

It takes everything in me not to whimper. The creature is black as peat at midnight, and itslips are pulled
back into a fearsome grin. The ears are long and wickedly pointed toward each other, less like a horse and
more like a demon. They remind me of shark egg pouches. The nostrils are long and thin to keep the sea out.
Eyes black and dlick: a fish’s eyes.

It still stinks like the ocean. Like low tide and things caught on rock. I1t’s barely a horse.

It's hungry.

Kate “Puck” Connoly and her two brothers|ost their parents when a bloodthirsty capall uisce attacked them
on the sea. Ever since, the three of them survive by fixing things for other people, making teapots, helping in
the local store and doing anything at all to put some butter and flour in their mostly empty pantry. But when
the oldest brother, Gabe, the only one with a steady job, decides to leave the isand, and Benjamin Malvern
threatens to take their house away, Puck sees no other choice but to join the dangerous race in order to save
her house, and maybe even prevent her brother from leaving.
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Sean Kendrick lost his mother to the mainland and his father in the race. Enormous talent and love for the
capaill uisce made it possible for him to survive on the island, working for Benjamin Malvern and his
obnoxious son Mutt. Sean has won the races four out of six times. He has everyone' s respect and a decent
amount of money saved. The only thing stopping him from leaving the Malvernsis Corr, the capall uisce
that is Sean’s only family. This year more than ever Sean has to win the races because if he wins, Benjamin
Mavern will finally sell him Corr, thus setting them both free.

Make no mistake: even though this story istold from two alternating POVs and it seemingly focuses on Sean
and Puck, it'sreally a story about the water horses. They are what matters, Sean and Puck are just tour
guides. If you're looking for romance, you could end up disappointed. It is present, but the emphasisis on
other things thistime. The writing is atmospheric and it feels like a thick mist, albeit one you're in no hurry
to get out of. Theidand itself is a character: people, mentality and everyday struggles they face. Therich
American buyer, George Holly, isthere to remind us exactly how different the island people are.

Please follow the link above to find out more about Stiefvater's writing priorities. She is one amazing lady
and shejust keeps proving her worth over and over again with every new word she writes.
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