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Colin Rourke has lived his entire life knowing he has been hunted by creatures from aworld connected to
ours by portals. Raised by two Soulguards and gifted with abilities far beyond any known to them, heis
trained from the moment he can walk to fight these beings. Now he is aimost old enough to join the
Soulguard and take his place as a defender of humanity in a secret war that has been fought in the shadows
for over athousand years. His very existence is a spark that could start a conflagration of destruction on our
planet. Can he and the Soulguard stop what is coming? Will our world be endaved by the race only known
as Demons?
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From Reader Review Soulguard for online ebook

Ryan Mangrum says

A good concept, but needs alot of refinement and an editor. The dialog is alittle confusing, punctuation is
often in the wrong place, some words are capitalized for no reason, and time progresses in odd and
inconsistent ways. Much of the book reads like it was lifted from a cliche military movie, complete with
uninspired speeches to rouse the troops and the main character willing (and often expressing) his desire to
give everything to save his brothers and sistersin arms.

Something that | found alittle irksome is how every character that isn't tightly bound to the protagonists (and
even some that are) are awaysin fear of him because of his ahilities. If he randomly attacked people or was
brutal or unstable | could see this, but it just reads like a McGuffin to give Colin a bit of friction for the sake
of creating friction.

Jack says

I am not sure where | got this novel, and as the story goesin an overall look it is not a great story but not
poorly writing just incompl ete.

We have in (modern times) a group that fight's demons that enter our world through portal's and the
soulguard" that fights them with magical abilities pulled from the earth.

The main character is a soullord who has power's beyond what the other mage's and guards have, so we have
our overly powerful character which works well and we start when he is young and has abilities that allows
him to look at a persons inner soul,good or evil,lying or telling the truth, strong fighting skills and gathers
others around him and fights against demons as well as a corrupt governing system.

The main issue | had with this novel is not the flow or the writing which is fine but thisisincomplete aswe
are just told demons, or a different demon thats stronger we never get any idea of what a demon looks like let
alone what a diff' demon looks like and for myself | would like some characterization some idea of what the
author was going for, we might get a height or longer arms description but would have been much more
enjoyableif there would have been some time spent on a description and an idea of why they are attacking in
thefirst place.

was not abook | looked forward to reading but once | started | read right through ,not a bad novel just an
incomplete one. | liked the whole Idea of this novel and might ook into next, but only if these incomplete
descriptions are fleshed out a bit.

YA

Dantegideon says

| did not get on with this at all, unfortunately. The main character amazing everyone with his brilliance got a
bit tiring.

D.C. Gilbert says

Great read! It isnot often | read fantasy fiction but | met Christopher Woods at a book signing in Knoxville,
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TN, so | bought a copy and read it. Highly recommended and | will read more in the series!

L auren says

An interesting premise - it's acool idea. Unfortunately, it wasn't executed with excellence... It's mediocre
storytelling with unrealistic, one-dimensional characters and an overpowered main character. Asintriguing
asthe potentia of the novel is, | probably won't continue the series...

L arissa says

| put off reading this book that | bought at Honorcon 2016 because | was being snobby about self-published
books. So | had low expectations.

Boy, was | wrong. | can forgive many atypo (and there are anumber of them) for agood story. Thisis not
just agood story, it is afascinating world with a cast of characters that stand a good chance of interesting
development as thisworld is explored. Thisworld can stand for alittle more exposition on what the old ways
were, before Colin came in and shook the foundations. | am also hoping for a clearer picture of the depth of
the Archmage's betrayal and itsimpact. The resolution to that felt too easy. And I'm curious about the fate of
Kevin Graves. Lucky me, there are three more books!

Here is my number one compliment: there is no romantic subplot. No one becomes whole from falling in
love. There'sthe usua "they're perfect for each other" pair-offs, but no falling in love as salvation.
Hallelujah! May this continue!

The only part that I'm curious about is the pace. The book covers about ten years, if I'm right, and some of
the jJumps in the timeline made me feel like | missed something in the story. It turnsout | didn't, fortunately!

Lisa P says

| found this book from a recommendation list. The story centers around Colin, arelatively modest teen that
happens to have bad ass abilities. After a catastrophic event that happens at his high school, heis sent to train
at the "Academy ". Like his high school experience, he deals with groups of people that are supportive and
those that are out to ruin him. What was refreshing about Colin was how he responded to any given situation
- no pity party, no desperation, no cockiness. There was alot of action, captivating characters, and humor.
The music references were pretty awesome, too. Had to read thisin one sitting. Looking forward to the next
book.

Mel says

Fantastic first book in thisseries!!

At first | was not sure about the title of the book.

But | must say it has awow' factor.

A great storyline with fantastic characters, | couldn't put the book down for long, just for sleep LOL.

The story isfantastic well written with a very good devel opment within the characters, fantastic descriptions
along the fights, special for the emotional part. The soulguard is a fantastic book about people with special
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abilitieslike Colin. Heis actually able to see inside a soul and the soulstreams. He is send to the academy to
learn how to use his abilities to be a soulguard. But as usual it will not be easy as there are Mages and
Guards with hate and jealousy, special the Archmage and his son are not happy that Colin makes hisway to
be the best to fight Demons.

Read for yourself, | promise Mr Woods won't let you down. Fantastic book!!!

Christopher says

| liked it!

This book isthe first book in a series of--so far--two books about a simmering threat to our world from
another world that suddenly becomes an open war,and the special defenders required to fight the threat and
the war.

The book really kinda starts out feeling like a Harry Potter story, or one of the many modern/urban fantasy
slush novels that are so wide-spread these days, but begins picking up speed somewhat quickly.

A kid, whose parents are killed just as heisborn, is raised by two friends of the family in atradition of
honor, integrity, and service. Besides being fightersin a covert war that has lasted for centuries, they have
special abilities to fight the threat with, derived from harnessing their souls, and they teach their adopted son
to use these same gifts, while also teaching him to hide among normals. Unlike his adoptive parents,
however, the kid is able to do things that they can't, and--astonishingly enough, since most parents would be
scared of their kid and attempt to over-control them--they encourage him to learn as much as he can about
his abilities, without training from people with similar abilities. They haveto raise him in secret, even from
their allies, because there are those among the allies that would try to permanently remove his ability to do
anything, since he is so much more powerful than the average fighter.

One day, he inadvertently reveals himself to another person he thinksislike himself, and the otherworldly
invaders home in on him and launch an attack on his school. He defends, successfully, but a number of
people end up dead or enslaved before his parents can arrive to help, and he begins his career asa
"Soulguard" already knowing of loss and consequence. As yet another consequence of his actions, the
Archmage's Soulguard Council becomes aware of him and he ends up getting sent to one of their academies,
to learn to be a proper Soulmage. But, as we read, we start to realize that he is something more than a
"norma" Soulmage...

| swear, | thought the academy thing was going to be another Harry Potter repeat, but | was very impressed
that we weren't forced to endure another series delineated by years of schooling. While | loved reading Harry
Potter books, | always wanted to read about adventures he would have AFTER school is over, when he
supposedly did the job he was being trained for. Plus, | always wondered how Harry Potter turned out to be
the amazingly moral and courageous person he was when in reality he should have turned out a bitter
vengeful variation of hisfat cousin. This main char had motivations for being who he was that were easy to
trace and understand.

This character and the plot in this book develops evenly and with feeling. And while | could tell it wasa
debut novel, that only impressed me more. Most debut novels tend to be crap, but thiswas agreat read. |

only giveit four stars because I'm giving five stars to the second book and there IS improvement between the
two. And the character keeps developing.

This book starts out as Urban Fantasy and, by the end of the book, evolvesto Military Fantasy (if that
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category is even out there).

One last comment...the author needs to find a better, living proofreader! Spell-check just doesn't catch word
choice errors. )

Btw, this book is available to borrow for free, through kindleunlimited, asis the sequel.

Teresa says

An OK read ...
| purchased this book because | wanted to try a new author, someone whose work unfamiliar.

All in all, the story wasn't bad. | do wish the author had taken things alittle slower. Some of the time jumps
were pretty big.

Also, there were times when | thought the main character felt too much like a" Superman’-type. | might've
had a little more appreciation for a character with afew more flaws.

Overal, not abad book. | found it mostly enjoyable.

Mark says

Well, if you're looking for agreat action book ook no further. Seriously, non-stop from the opening
chapters. Even when the action stops, the characters are talking about new skills, training, or plans on next
steps they need to take. Loveit.

So to start though, we have the MC who's already at alevel higher then most senior Mages/Guards in the
Soulguard...this brings on various reactions from each person you meet. One skill that he has though, is he's
able to see you're inner soul, the MC can tell how you feel about him and if you are lying. | liked that when
Colin meets someone who doesn't like him, he doesn't go about trying to fix each person; some people fear
him for his enormous power, cool, he shrugsit off, he's accepted that people may fear him. No whining and
moaning for Colin.

Salid cast of side characters too, from Colin'sfirst friendsin school to hisfellow Soulguards, each person has
their own personality and brings something to the story.

Onething that | agree with fellow reviewers, is we don't really get a description on the "demons'. We hear
they are long armed, big, different types of them...but | could never really get a clear image while reading.
Didn't bother me so much as the action is so great, but | wish there was a bit more on that end.

All in, I'm reading the second one now, was in the mood for some action and as Colin says...

"| freaking love Marines."
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Rick Smith says

Start to finishin just 1 day. | really liked this one.

Peter Cornell says

Satisfactory

Should have been advertised as ateam or young adult novel. Good enough action. Wasn't what | expected.
Plot was there, barely.

Kian says

| enjoyed reading this book and all the characters are likeable a so the banter between the charactersisa
perfect mix. | listened to the audio version and the only thing | didn't like was the narrator's voice kept
grating so maybe they should've used a better equipment to record it.

Chrysanthos says

| spent last night reading this book even-though | was working today .
Asaresult | was awalking zombie today at work. Still, it was worth it!
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