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One of the most bracing and critically acclaimed plays in recent history, August: Osage County is a portrait
of the dysfunctional American family at its finest—and absolute worst. When the patriarch of the Weston
clan disappears one hot summer night, the family reunites at the Oklahoma homestead, where long-held
secrets are unflinchingly and uproariously revealed. The three-act, three-and-a-half-hour mammoth of a play
combines epic tragedy with black comedy, dramatizing three generations of unfulfilled dreams and leaving
not one of its thirteen characters unscathed.
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Brina says

Tracey Lettsisthe son of Billie Letts who wrote Where the Heart |s and other novels, al taking placein
Oklahoma. Following in his mother's footsteps, Tracey L etts became a playwright, most notably of August:
Osage County, which won both the Pulitzer Prize for dramaand Tony Award in 2009. In Osage County, the
dysfunctional Weston family has gathered to assist their mother Violet after their father Beverly's funeral.
Premiering at Chicago's Steppenwolf Theater, Osage County is a gritty family drama.

Beverly and Violet Weston lived in a small Oklahoma town southeast of Tulsa. Beverly had taught in the
Tulsa University literature department for nearly forty years after publishing a stellar poetry collection. Y et,
he allowed the early fame to get to him, often at the expense of his wife and three daughters. Over the course
of their marriage, Beverly and Violet separated three timesto clear the air, yet inevitably reconciled. Asa
result, Violet became a pill popper and the three daughters carried baggage for their entire adult lives.

Following their father's death, daughters Barbara, Karen, and Ivy must come to grips with their own lives
while simultaneously caring for their mother. Barbara the oldest isin the throes of a divorce and raising a
difficult teenaged daughter; however, she has declared herself the matriarch of the house. Meanwhile,
youngest daughter Karen is finally getting married to a business man ten years her senior, while middle
daughter Ivy desires to run off to New Y ork with her first cousin. Total family dysfunction and chaos ensues
asthe entire family must live under one roof for aslong asit takes Violet to get back on her feet.

While the multi-layered characters appear powerful in book form, they inevitable are much more poignant on
stage. From the exchanges between the sisters and their spouses to rants of Barbarato her mother or her
daughter, thisthree act play is best seen on stage or a staged televised production. Y et, Letts has crafted a
modern classic play rife with memorable characters, who will stay with me even in written format.

For 2017, | have devised myself a Pulitzer challenge across many genres, and Osage County is my first
completed work. A play reminiscing on alifetime of what ifs, August: Osage County is a play not to be
missed. Tracey L etts has created a powerful drama, which | hope to see one day on stage. | also look forward
to reading Letts other dramas. A tale of adysfunctional Oklahoma family, Osage County isasolid 4 stars.

Michelle says

| stayed up late last night so | could finish reading Tracy Letts' s exquisite play, August: Osage County. | was
fortunate enough to see it performed in San Francisco last month. | was especialy fortunate to see Estelle
Parsons reprise her Broadway role as family matriarch Violet Weston. | just learned that the woman is eighty
yearsold! | can’t believe the things she goes through on that stage night after night. Sheis truly wondrous,
and | think | can say with more than afair amount of certainty that this was the best play | have ever seen or
ever will see.

August: Osage County can be described as a darkly comic drama about a dysfunctional family in Oklahoma.
Y ou're probably saying “Oh, that’s nothing new,” but in Letts's capable handsit is. It is so dark and so bleak
and yet so hilarious — sometimes all at the sametime. | am sure many people can probably relate to at |east
part of the family dynamic. At one point the friend | attended the play with leaned over and whispered (about
Violet's son-bashing sister Mattie Fae) “ That woman right there is my mother.” No doubt many people could
see at least some of themselves in one generation or another of that family.
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Beverly and Violet, the husband and wife, probably loved each other once, but their relationship has
degenerated into bitterness and passive-aggressive behavior. Sheis a pill-popping harpy recently diagnosed
with cancer of the mouth; an irony that is not lost on Beverly. He is an alcoholic and the poetic equivalent of
aone-hit-wonder. They have three grown daughters, and two of them live out of state while one has stayed in
their hometown.

The action really begins when Beverly goes missing and the three girls converge at their childhood home
along with Violet’ s sister, her husband, and their son. The eldest daughter brings her estranged husband and
their daughter, and the youngest daughter brings her new fiancé, who has never before met her family. The
tension is palpable.

My favorite part of the play was the family dinner scene. It was one of the most real and cringe-worthy
things | have ever witnessed on a stage or even on a screen. It starts off pleasantly enough...there’ sthe
griping over at the kids' table, the bad jokes courtesy of Uncle Charlie, the fiancé trying and failing to make
agood impression. | was just waiting for Violet to blow, and she didn’t disappaint.

Seetheplay if you can; read it if you can't or if you're afan of theater. | read it because | just wanted to
experience the Westons one more time. What a sad and beautiful treat.

Paquita Maria Sanchez says

Way better than expected. | hate to see Oklahoma so neatly dispatched, but at least it was an Okie who did it.
Accurately.

Alana says

[what, you're in love with your cousin? (hide spoiler)]

Amanda says

Oh. My. God. This play deserves every hint of praise and recognition it's ever been given. A perfect blend of
realistic household bullshit and and spectacularly weird fuckeduppery, the Weston family grabbed my heart
and ripped it out through my tearducts.

How can you know when enough is enough? Or when it's not enough? How do you swim through oceanic
waves of family crisis, when the breakers are nothing but violent reflections of your own personal doom?
Goddamnit. This play is both human and animal at the same time. And regardless of the fact that some of the
shit that goes down is pretty twisty, I'm astounded by Letts perfect psychological portrayal of humanity
kicking itsdlf in the crotch. Repeatedly.

Fuck, this play is good.
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Daniel says

It seemslikeit's been far too long since we've had aliving-room drama play that is actually touching and
disturbing and hysterically funny aswell. | snorted with laughter and cringed with disgust while reading this.
It was easy to imagine it staged, areal plusfor script reading!

There are no heroesin this play. There are heroic moments by individuals, but really, no one comes away
stronger or better off. A case could be argued for some, | suspect, and it could be staged or played that way,
but the tragedy here is that none of these characters escapes the dysfunctional family genes.

If anyone ever wonders what the term 'dysfunctional’ really means, or implies, this script could be THE
example.

If | could have rated this 4-1/2 stars, | would have, taking half a star away for a couple of minor paints.
Mainly...it went on too long. | don't necessarily mean the actual running time (though it would probably
clock in at about 3 hours), but there were so many subplots that needed a resolution, and each ended as
disastrously and dysfunctionally as the previous one, that it actually got tedious.

On the other hand the fact that each subplot actually had a resolution was a precious treat.

And...the dysfuntion was just alittle too much sometimes. Did Karen's fiancee Steve really have to be so
stereotypically aletcherous jerk? Sure, it shows that Karen can't escape the tradition of dysfuntion by

choosing such for a partner, but it did have me shaking my head, thinking, "Oh, come on."

Still, al in al, afantastic wild ride.

Ana Rinceanu says

This play messed up my brain... | have book hangover so we'll talk about it later.

William2.1 says

| saw this on Broadway so I'm going to count it as aread. Fantastic production with Estelle Parsons as the
crazy mother.

Jason says

Hit the nail on the head with this one. Osage County has been dysfunctionally raw since the beginning. Itisa
place of treachery, murder, and hardship on the macro, and with this contemporary glimpse of the micro, this
story is congruous with its past. The characters are alive. They breathe and weep and scorn through every
scene. The plot was so simple that it had to be what it was. The plot was inevitable. Oklahoma was an
ambivalent space of colliding cultures, not a melting pot but a caldron of dissonant, vibrating identities,
identities on a path toward destruction, identities poised to give up. The only unfulfilled desire | had after
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finishing this little treasure was seeing the play acted out.

Steven says

Given that there aren't many 2-star-or-below ratings, nor reviews with such ratings, | figured | should write
something that may give another reader some sort of review to relate with (as | was searching for one earlier,
but was left disappointed by the rather superficial reviews, e.g. "I couldn't relate with the characters,” or "It
was strong and powerful, but | didn't really enjoy it," etc.).

This play has a good amount of potential init. Referencesto Eliot's The Hollow Men, a set-up of
commentary on Native American-White relations in the Midwest (Oklahoma), and a running commentary on
the "relativeness' of literature. However, these aspects (including an exploration of time and death, asis
usual in just about any piece of literature) sort of get thrown by the wayside and we mostly see family
dysfunction taken to arather extreme level (to the point of dysfunction-for-dysfunction's-sake).

The premiseisrather cliche: the father goes missing and a family has to come together. And we have to wait
alittle while until we find out that he has committed suicide - but the only thing that seemsimportant in
starting out by hiding thisinformation is to show the reaction of the family to this news, of which thereis
barely anything. The tale continues on as if his death is not even needed (other than to bring this family
together - which is arather amateur use of instrumentalism).

An aspect of the play | felt to be superfluous was Jean smoking pot, and then Steve hitting on her. Thiswas
predictable from their very first interaction. The play is aready full of dysfunction without adding this on top
of it. It'sal just way overdone; in its quantity, all the potential quality that we started out with endsin a huge
disappointment. We aready understand how fucked up the world is; show us something more interesting.

Sawsan says

A play by the american author Tracy Letts

reunion of afamily at August, Osage County

alot of emotional damages and secrets have been hidden for years
after days of confrontation between the family members

they left home with feelings of grief and hurt more than before
good family drama, and the details of the characters are well written

Lavinia says

Thisis THE BEST play I'veread in years. Twisted on ALL levels and digging deep into SO many aspects:
family - in al itsintricate and dysfunctional combinations, personal growth, addiction, the "great"
generation, academia, you name it.

| would love to see this performed but I'll settle for the star-studded movie version for the time being.
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MikeW says

| haven't laughed this hard while reading in along, long time.

C?r?i ?2i c??torii says

O pies? intens? despre o familie disfunc?onal ?, reunit? cu ocazia dispari?ie tat?ui. Toate persongjele au
tare, sechele, p?cate, probleme, secrete, toate se rateaz? intr-un fel sau altul de ménalor sau din cauza altora
Mama, Violet, dependent? de pastile, tat? acoolic, fost profesor universitar ? autor al unei singure cr? de
succes, fiicele cu probleme 7 sechele proprii: Barbara p?r?sit? de so?, Bill, pentru o student? (ce cli?eu,
nu?), fiicalor, Jean, de 14 ani, fumeaz? marijuana ? e suficient de matur? s? in?eleag? foarte bine situa?a
din familie, Karen 2 lvy, celelate surori, triste, singure, cu singura ?ans? laiubire 7 fericire spulberat? de
revela?iile care au loc acum, o m2tu??, Fanny Mae, mam? ingrozitoare, un unchi, Charlie, singurul care pare
cét de cat normal 7 tat? bun, fiul lor, Little Charlie, infantilizat % nel ?sat S? se maturizeze, persong cheie
intr-una dintre revela?i (alt cli?eu?).

Tn ciuda celor dou? cli?ee de care am amintit, mi s-ap?rut o pies? excelent scris?, intens?, care concentreaz?
atéta dramatism in céteva scene, cu citate memorabile, personaje exccelent construite 7 un dozaj perfect al
suspansului 2 tensiunii. Avem de toate aici: rela?i dintre p?rin? 2 copii, dintre so?, dintre surori, mediul
academic, dependen??, adulter, problemarasial?, discriminarea? corectitudinea politic? etc.

Abiaa?ept s? v2d 7 filmul, cu o distribu?ie de zile mari: Meryl Streep, Julia Roberts, Ewan McGregor,
Chris Cooper, Abigail Breslin, Benedict Cumberbatch, Juliette Lewis, Margo Martindale, Dermot Mulroney,
Julianne Nicholson 2 Sam Shepard.

Kenny says

Brilliant.

Vasileios says

http://www.dreamersandco.com/2013/02/...

M?¢ 2ua8a yia 1o BiIPA?0 avut?, MN2puat ta Xpiotoyevva otn Madp?tn 20eAa va dw Hia BeaTpLk?
TOP?0TACT. ZO@IK? BA?TW OTI IO OTC? TIG TR0 CNHOVTIK?C @YO?PEC TNG IOTVIK?C BEATPIK G
oKNv?¢, Amparo Bar6 BpioK?tav o€ Vav aTt? TouC TPWIAYWVICTIKO?C P?A0UC TNE TP?20TACONG
August. At?Baca Tnv TEPZANYN Kal Op?00W¢ OUVEIdNTOTIO? OO TO TI?00 70eAd va TO dw. [Nla TNV
OTIOYO?TELO? OV TA ELCIT?PL0 €2XAV EEAVTIANBE? YIA TTAVW ATE? Va L?20N VA, 2TCL AOITTA, LoV
PUEIVE ATIWONUAV0, AAA? TOUA?XIOTOV ?TECE OTA X7pld oL To BIBA?0 TO 0TI0?0 ATPA0LOJ.

K?p10 62u0 TOU €0l TG TO AUEPIKAVIK? VEIPO TOU {0?20€ A OIKOYVEIA K?TTOL OTNV AUEPIK?,
METATP?TETAL O€ EQ?ATN OT? TN HA OTIYU? oTnV 7AAN. O Tracy Letts po¢ ropouat 2l pua
OIKOYVEIA OTA KAA?TIEPO OAA? KAl OTO XEIPPTEP? TN, O Oplou?g Tou disfunctional. H otkoyvela
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Weston, av Kal ToA? 20uXN €A1 YEU?TN HUOTIK? TIOL XPEL?LOVTAL LWAVO0 UIO a@opu? yia va Byouv
7A0 OTO QWG KOI VO OTIOYURV20€l TEAE?WC TOUC XA PAKT?PEC. TO ?pY0 KOPLPNVETAL T?00 JUE OTOIXE?
TPOYIK? OAA? KOl O 7PNC KWUWO?0G. ZEKVINOE TNV ETITUXNUVI TIOPE?0 TOU OTO Broadway pe
OTI?0TEVTEC KPITIK?G KAl &EV €0 TUXO?0 OTI KATXTNOE TO Bpafe?o Pulitzer to 2008.

2AA EEKIVOV e TNV €€a@ian Tou Beverly, Tmt?pa tng olkoyvelag Weston. H a?{uy?¢ Tou Violet
MO ? PE TO TP?0 TNC KOP?TOIA OAA? KOl PAAOUC, 2TIG N adEPP? TNC, 0 OPUC TNC OAA? KAl TO

TN L ? TOLE, 7PXOVTAL AVTIU?TWITON HE 2TI CUVETIAETAL AUT? 1 EEa@NIon (adep@K? (7ALA, Ol
OX?0€1G METAE? YOVIV KAl TIAIV 2TaV Ol dE?TEPOI TIP?TEL VO TOUC PPOVT?00UV KTA.) TIOU TOUC
MTEPJE?EL O€ VA TIXV 7?0l YEU?TO EVOX G, OETEPEC OKAPEIC KA EYITLO?C TIOU B0 ATIOKAAAPEL ATT?
TO THO AVOP?rIvVaA U?XP1 TA T10 {W?0n VOTIKT? TOUC EV? TALT?XPOVA EVAL IKAV? VA POC TOUT?0El
JLE OTIOI0A?TIOTE OIKOYEVEIOK? LA C TIR?BANMAL.

AT? TI¢ T10 dUVAT?C OKNV?¢ TOU, EAVAL AUT? TIOL TO dlAELYUVO (eLY?PI (TO ?XOUV KPUE? ATI? 7A0LC)
Bp?oKkeTal aTo KPER?TI AAA? KO N OKNV? LIE TO OIKOYEVEIOK? OE?TIVO TIOL EVAI 0aV Va KA1 TIOL
Bp? el KOl €AAL TOIHO VO EKPAYE?.

A2l va TIo?UE TG 20N YUP?LETAL N OU?TITAN TAIV?0 e ovuUaTa 2rwe N Maryl Streep oto p?A0 TNn¢
Violet (pyo?pa TIOA? EEXWPIOT? TIOL ?XEl KATOA?BEL TO TTVTA KO AC ANV ?XEl TEL T?MoTa o€
Kavaav) aAA? kal 7Aool ?rwg o Benedict Cumberbatch ywwot?¢ at? tnv @ofep? ocip? Sherlock kat n
Julia Roberts. H taiv?o ?x€l TPOYPAUUATIOTE? va TPOPANBE? TEp?rmou ato T?A0¢ tov 2013. Tnv
QVAUAVOUUE PE ayuv?a! AE?(el 2UwG va dlAB?0€TE KAl TO BEATPIK? TIOL EAAL T?00 KOAOYPOA U0
TIOU dlaB?(eT0l OTVELOT?.

Kiwi Begs2Differ (I says

A tragedy triggers a perfect storm that will leave the Weston family relationshipsin ruins. Talk about dramal
| loved the author used humour to relive the hard blows that the family secrets delivered. | remember
watching Maryl Streep (playing Violet) stunning performance in the movie version, and | loved reading the
play just as much. 4.5 stars.

L esley says

Thiswas afast read because it is written in screenplay format. It does dyfunstional family well, drinking,
drugs, cheating, lies and other secrets for this family in Oklahomal! | think its dark comedy at times (or to tell
in the play format) but that's how my sense of humor took it.

| liked this story better than | thought, | read this asits part of a 2016challenge | am doing!
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Brian says

"It lives where everything lives: somewherein the middie."

Thereisno doubt that “ August: Osage County” is agreat American play. Reading it one instantly getsthe
same feeling you get from the best O’ Neil and Williams dramas. And like those plays, it is saturated with
anger and bitterness and love, and all those complex emotions that make us human.

Tracy Letts has written the text in avery simple direct style that flows easily, and the structure of the piece
fillsout nicely. It opens with a prologue that is worth going back and rereading after getting about halfway
through, just to see what new resonance it has now that the reader has more information.

Written in three acts, the same structure that many great American plays seem to share, the first act pulls you
in with an interesting ensemble and plotlines that hint at more under the surface. The second act features a
family dinner for the ages and violently and relentlessly will propel the reader to its conclusion. The third act
contains more scenes, seems to have a quicker pace, and really punches the reader in the gut with many
moments that come up in quick succession. In the hands of atalented director and cast this play would be a
gripping night in the thesatre.

A key moment that stood out to me was Act 3:2, when the character of Barbara realizes that she will never
really know why her marriage ended. That moment of acknowledging that she will never get the answers she
deservesis recognizable, and painful, to anyone who has suffered through a breakup where the
communication was less than should be desired. And really, that lack of honest communication is what the
play is about in general. Our inability to be honest with others, and ourselves, is a profound recognition that
you seein yourself asyou read this play. Which brings me to the ending of the piece, a dark warning that to
live your life without honesty and kindness will catch up to you at some paint.

“August: Osage County” isaplay that will be performed and read for generations, and it deservesto be
because it is about important human truths, and if we don’t read and go to the theatre every oncein awhileto
have those things pointed out to us...then why are we doing it?

Kazza says

A dysfunctional family dynamic on full and earnest display. The writer (play write) effectively nailsthe
psychology of you can't see the forest for the trees of certain situations, especially pertaining to love and
family.
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