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Ray Boy Caabreseisreleased from prison 16 years after his actions led to the death of ayoung man. The
victim's brother, Conway D'Innocenzio, is a 29-year-old Brooklynite wasting away at alocal Rite Aid, stuck
in the past and still howling for Ray Boy's blood. When the chips are down and the gun is drawn, Conway
finds that he doesn't have murder in him. Thus begins a spiral of self-loathing and soul-searching into which
heisjoined by Alessandra, afailed actress caring for her widowed father, and Eugene, Ray Boy's hellbound
nephew. Ray Boy Calabrese is back in Gravesend: some people worship him, some want him dead . . . but
none more so than the ex-con himself.
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Dave Newman says

William Boyle has written a brilliant debut novel, packed full of gritty characters struggling to make aliving
in the roughed-up neighborhood of Gravesend until the only choice left istragedy. Thisisaworking-class
novel in the way that Fat City isaworking class novel or Frozen River is aworking-class film. Actresses
can't find filmsto act in. Kids make drops for the mob. Grown men ring the cash register in Rite Aid. The
daily grind Boyle describesis endless. Y ou tend bar. Y ou run numbers. Y ou do anything to make alife until
the life you've made is barely worth living. Every character in this book deserves aline of praise, just as
every building in that neighborhood does. The details Boyle uses to describe the bars and shooting ranges
and old houses of Gravesend are spot-on and poetic in the most naturally honest way. It’s the poetry of
Nelson Algren. It’' s the poetry of Leonard Gardner in Fat City. In only one book, William Boyle jumps ranks
to become one of my favorite crime writers, up there with David Goodis and Charles Willeford, but thisis
something el se too, something more than a crime novel. Thisis someone with Flannery-O'Connor-sized
talent writing about Gravesend, a city filled with the dead and the dying, even as Boyle desperately triesto
keep them alive with his art. Great book. Great writer. Highly recommended.

Schurkenblog says

Hoffnungslos, ver zweifelnd, selbstzerstorend ist Gravesend. Ein Tipp fur Noir-Leser!

Well er einen Jungen in den Tod hetzte, kam Ray Boy Calabrese fur 16 Jahren hinter Gitter. Nun ist er
wieder auf freiem Fuf3, doch vom einst harten Typen ist nichts mehr Gbrig. Er will nur sterben. Durch
Conways Héande.

Conway, der Bruder des Hate-Crime-Opfers, hat in al der Zeit auf Rache geschworen. Er will Ray téten,
doch so ein Mord, ist nicht so leicht wie man es sich vielleicht ertréumt.

Und dann gibt es noch Eugene, Rays Neffen, der seinen Onkel a's Verbrecherkonig und Vorbild sieht. Der
total enttduscht ist, weil Ray kein knallharter Exknasti ist, der sich zur Aufgabe macht, seinen Onkel wieder
auf den rechten - verbrecherischen - Weg zu bringen.

Doch Gravesend ist ein Viertel, das einfach alle runterzieht. Wer hier ankommt, ist unten angekommen. An
einem Ort der Hoffnungslosigkeit, der Verzweiflung, der Selbstzerstorung.

In Gravesend bekommt niemand eine Chance. Man diimpelt vor sich hin, verrottet in den eigenen vier
Wanden, oder opfert sich selbst flir ausweglose Ziele.

Gravesend ist duster. Es zieht auch den Leser runter. Schlagt aufs Gemut, er schlagt Hoffnungen.
Gravesend ist noir. Durch und durch. Das muss man moégen, dann ist Gravesend ein L esetipp!

Andy Weston says

Incredible to read that thisis Boyle'sfirst novel. It is certainly one of the finest pieces of noir that | have
read, and these days, that's quite afew.

In astriking piece of writing there are stand out passages that will stay with the reader long after finishing
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the book. That is the case with Gravesend. Notably, the scene by the grave in the forest, and then then at the
train station at the very end of the book. Please don't make this into amovie. | have such clear imagesin my
mind of these two scenes, and several others. | fear that with amovie those images would be ruined.

Ray Boy Caabreseisreleased from a New Y ork prison after serving a 16 year sentence for murder. Despite
the adoration of hisyoung cousin he is a changed man, but a targeted one. Conway, brother of the man Ray
Boy murdered wants him dead. To this scenario there is a cast of compelling charactersin seedy NY. The
story races along to an exciting climax, the reader even finding themselves sympathising with the cast of
roughouse gun wielding characters. It's really not very nice at times, but it's noir and not supposed to be, and
my word it grabs your attention.

Highly recommended to those who enjoy this genre.

Richard says

I've heard many people refer to New Y ork City asa"small town disguised as abig city." Thisnovel really
touches on that theme as we watch our main characters constantly circle each other as they all navigate their
Brooklyn neighborhood and try not to get sucked under by it's pull of family and past sins. The novel has the
soul of Pelecanos's best but with the nihilism of David Goodis at his most downhearted. It's definitely one of
the more depressing novels I've read, with some scenes coming close to making me cry because of the sheer
disappointment and desperation that the characters feel aswell as the actions they take to escape their
situations. It's aviolent book, but not in aguns, blood, and guts kind of away, but it's an emotional violence
that turned out to be even more affecting and relatable. A constant theme in Gravesend is mistaken
perception and how that's wrecked by the truth. Whether it's in the way everyone has viewed Ray Boy
Calabrese as one thing once he gets out of prison but he's actually something else, or the way Conway
believes that he's capable of vengeance, but in truth he's just a coward, or the way that people see Alessandra
as this beautiful actress who found success in Hollywood and hasit al figured out but in truth it's just the
opposite; every character gets a rude awakening that shatters that perception.

It'saslow novel that is heavy on character, but it's all told through Boyl€e's sharp, direct gaze that feels full of
honesty and compassion. It was previously released by Broken River Books (the version | read) but is seeing
are-release in hardcover from Pegasus Books later this year.

Will Byrnes says

When a man knows another man
islooking for him
He doesn't hide.

--Frank Stanford, “Everybody Who is Dead”

Even death starts to look attractive when hope is gone. And the fittingly named Gravesend of William
Boyle' sfirst novel is aplace where hope isregularly interred. Conway D’ Innocenzio and RayBoy Calabrese
arein arace. Thefinish lineistheir own demise, and the contest is neck and neck all the way. Death comes
in many guises. Conway’s big brother, Duncan D’ Innocenzio, found his when a gay-bashing teenaged thug
and his pals chased him into traffic on the Belt Parkway. RayBoy, the apha asshole, did 16 years for the
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deed, but the RayBoy that wasis no longer. Now heislooking to pay for his crime for real. Conway wants to
kill him, which would seem a nice match. Only problem is that, after sixteen years of planning his revenge,
letting his life waste away while he stewed, Conway can’t seem to pull the trigger.

The death-wish field here makes it seem more like a group outing than a pairs event. Ray’ s nephew, Eugene,
is a 15-year-old, wanna-be thug, with alimp, a misguided case of hero worship and a worse case of bad
judgment. Alessandra, an actress back from the other coast to help take care of her widowed father, is one of
the few main characters here who seem determined to stay alive. The old classmate she looks up, Stephanie,
isthe epitome of what it isto be trapped like arat in the place where you grew up, and to internalize the
incarceration.

Thisis not the well-heeled Brooklyn of the Heights, the Slope, Fort Greene or Boerum Hill. Not the trendy
arts scene of DUMBO, not the hipster haven of Williamsburg, nor the post-apocalyptic deathscape of
Brownsville. Gravesend is a neighborhood on the southern end of Brooklyn, working-class, ethnic, hard-
scrabble. Like most neighborhoods in New Y ork it watches as one immigrant group moves up, hopefully,
and another movesin. It used be primarily Italian, till is, but things are changing. Not always for the better.
Unfortunately, for some, they are not changing enough, and the only way up isto blast your way there or to
leave entirely. The place has its share of gangsters and gang-bangers, dive bars and secluded, while public,
spots for the exercise of what is usually private behavior. And the environment helps make these characters
who they are.

The author wasraised in a small town in Brooklyn, and now writes and teachesin Mississippi —“| see
Brooklyn in new ways from here.”

Boyle has plenty of experience with working class Brooklyn life, having had afull measure, hailing from the
County of Kings, Gravesend in particular. He communicates quite well the ironically small-town feeling that
pertains in so many New Y ork neighborhoods, where kids have only a slight image of what may lie across
the bridges and tunnels in Manhattan, or pretty much anywhere in the wider world. | can affirm from
personal experience that Boyle speaks truth.

Neighborhood as small town or nat, isit possible to go home again? And would you really want to? Can one
really get satisfaction from revenge? Or isit that, in the same way that depression is anger directed inward,
revenge is self-loathing directed outward?

The writing hereistaut. | would not say that Boyl€' stext is a place where adjectives go to die, but they’re
not bleeding over the edges of the pages either. The narrative movement is certain and consistent, moving
towards resolution of the inevitable sort. Which is not to say there are no surprises. There are. The story is
not amystery, per se, but more alook at how place affects people. Rayboy was admired as akid for his
thuggish exploits, was found attractive by girls. Not exactly a disincentive. Homophobia was hardly
unknown in the environment of his youth. His nephew Eugene, short on adult male models on which to base
his vision of what being a man looks like, fixates on the one male he knows who was effective and respected.

While the bulk of the story is dark, there are some rays of light. Good can be found, although morein
thought than deed. Hope digs its way back up to the surface, allowing for some second chances. Alessandra’ s
affection for aparticular painting at the Met can be seen both as an artistic inspiration and an omen. Her
participation in various forms of Manhattan life lifts her spirits. After all, she did manage to make it out to
the west coast. But hope had better move quickly before another body lands on it. Stephanie latches on to
Alessandra as away out, but she may be too limited to make a go of that.

Most of the characters may not be the sorts you would want your children to marry, but they are very well
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realized. Boyle offers us abundant surface, but also scrapes plenty of layers away so we can seewhat is
going on beneath.

My gripe with this book was definitely of the minor sort. Thetitle, Gravesend, is particularly apt, suiting
well the content, given the body count, whether from violence or |less dramatic means. But Boyle wanders a
bit in his native borough. If you are expecting a singular, focused portrait of this neighborhood,
fuhgeddaboudit. The author gives us alook, for sure, but we also spend time in Bay Ridge, Sunset Park,
Manhattan’s East Village, asmall slice of Queens and even go for a couple of jaunts upstate along the
Hudson, these reflecting the author’ s personal NY geography, or alot of it anyway.

It was fun to walk through so many places that are personally familiar, Nellie Bly, the promenade near the
Verrazano Bridge, Xaverian High School under another name, subway stations, and so on. | also related to
the Stephanie character, as one of the things that makes me truly shudder is the thought of being stuck back
in the Bronx neighborhood in which | was raised. No love-hate issues going on there. Such dark fears
constitute more of a Twilight Zone episode.

Arthur Miller lived for many yearsin Gravesend, as did Carlo Gambino. In Boyl€' s Gravesend we get to
hear the patois of the latter, and ook at the people and places of histale through eyes that see the world alot
more like the former. Gravesend, Boyle'sfirst novel, isa pretty good beginning to what promisesto be a
very illustrious long-form career. Dig in.

Thisreview is cross-posted at Coot's reviews

EXTRA STUFF

Linksto the author’ s personal, Twitter links

Interview with the author from LA Review of Books —mucho goodness to be had here
Another wonderful interview with Boyle, by Irene McGarrity

Plumb Beach is the scene of acrime - hereis some info on the place

A redl life case that, the author confirmed, provided inspiration for the story.

Thisisthe Joan of Arc image that Alessandra focuses on in the Metropolitan. It is amind-blowing painting
to see in person. Thislink adds some background to the work.

ANP?TPNG Says

Kpitik? yia 1o Smassing Culture.
?Tav 10 vou?p cuvavt? 1o urban gothic

FkpAPBoevt, MTPoKALv, N2a Y ?pkn. Mia @rwyiK? yettovi ? tng N?0¢ Y ?pKng HOKPL? aTT? Ta @2Ta
TOU MTPOXKAIV XATC KOl TOU Mavyx?tav, eval aut? Tou dVEl To VOU? TG OTo TP?To
HLBLOT?pN A TOL TOU?ALO MTT2UA TO OTIO?0 HET2PEPAV OTA EAANVIK? Ol EKO?0EIC M 2AIG UE T?TAO
Gravesend. Vo HUBIOT?PN A TOL 2TAV TPWIOKLKAOQ?PNOE 20TPEYPE APKET? PAUUATA TIPOC TO U?p0C
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TOU, ATIOTEAVTAC U7ALOTA TNV €TIA0Y? TOL [ ?AA0UL €KO?7TN Ppavaoou? Fkep?2pyia va yiopt?oel Ta 30
XPVia Kal tnv 10007 6?20 tn¢ ouAAoY?¢ Tou Rivages/ Noir 1o 2016.

H 1otop?a Eekiv?el e Tov KVYoUE?, 0 0TID?0¢ KT OEZETAI JUE TN BO7OEIO VPG Y?A0L TOU TPV
OOTUVOWIKO?, OTO ONK?dl UE ?TAO VIO VO EKOIKNBE? TOV BV ATO TOL OUOPUAZPAOL OdEPPO? TOV, A
TOV 0TI0?0 EVOVV?TAV 0 CUMHABNT?C TOVG PA MTTA TOU PET? ATI? dEKA L XPAIA AT QUACK? Eal
KOl TI2AL EAEP0EP0C. TNV 2010 TEP?000 ETIOTP?PEL 0TO MKPAPBOEVT N AAEGVTPA UET? ATT? L20
ONVTOUN KOl OTOTLUXNUN TPOCTIOEIA VA £3palwBe? aTO AOC VTLEAEC WG NBOTOI2C. TO KOLIVT?TO
TV TPWIAYWVIGT?V OAOKANPVOLV N ZT2PAVI N OTIO?20 €A1 CUV2OEAQPOC TOU KVYoUE? KOl TIHAL?
OLPHOB?TPIA TOUC ETT?0NC, N OTIO?20 (€L HE TNV TPOPBANUATIK? UNT?pa NG, Kal T?A0¢ 0 2pnog
Moutd, aviwi?2¢ Tov P2 M1 Tov 01070 Baup?{El Via TOV 370 TOUL TIPIV UTEL OTH QUACK?.

O Kyoue? am? tnv apx? tng 1otop?a¢ Ba Bpebe? avTIL?TWIIOC e TOV @OVI? TOU OdEPPO? TOU, OAA?
Ba OVTIKP?0€l 20 TEAE?WCE OIOPOPETIK? EIKVO ATT? ALT? TIOU TEPAUEVE, BA oUVAVT?0El VAV
METAUEANUAVO TPV VTIA?, OXEON TOPAITNUAVO0 ATr? TN {w?. AUT? Ba @?pel Tov KVyoue? og
oyXuon, KaB?2¢ n EIKVa aUT? HETATP?TEL TNV EKO?KNON O€ U200 TIP?EN KEV? ATI? TEPIEX ZUEVO. TO
VEP? PUWC PXEI UTEI GTO OUAPKL KAl N B?20 pad? e TNV HALP?AG 0T {w? PAV TV TPWTOYWVICTN
O UTIOPOV VA OTOUOKPUVBOV OTT? TOV X?7P0 TOU GNUAVTIK?TEPOU €V T?AEl TIPWTAYWVIOT? TNC
10TOP?0C, TOV OTID?0 £72XE PPOVT?0¢El 0 NOLZALAU MTT2UA VO LOC CLUCT?0€El ATT? TNV ELCOYWY? TOL
BiBA?0vL.

«1Vta otnv 17An aut? 6a @EVeEIC. Na Ta aAA0?

-pn EATT2CEIC-

Ogv ?XEl TMO?0 yid O€, dev ?XEl 007?.

?101 TV TN {W? 00V PUOEEC £0?

TNV K?XN 107tN TNV WKP?, @’ 7An TNV yn tnv X?A00€¢.»

Me Tou¢ OT?X0LC aLTO?G TOL Kaf2pn yVeTal €€ apX?C QAVEP? N OX 70N TWV XA PAKT?PuWV TOU
BiBA?00L pe TNV YelTovi? Tou TKPAPBOEVT. O CLYWYPAPUC PANVETAI TIWC WWP?LEL TOA? KAA? TNV
TEPIOX? KAl LE TIC TEPLYPAQ?E TOU, HETAP?PEL VONT? TOV AVAW?0TH U200 OTN YEITOVI? AUT?. € Vav
KAEIOTOWOPIK? KOl OKOTEIV? K200, TOV OTI0?0 Ol K?TOIKO? TOU AOTPE?0LUV VO IGO0 KAl Ol
XOPOKT?PEC AVETAL VO B7A0LV VO @A/OLV LOKPL? N LTOPAVTAG VA TO KAVO0ULV. € VAV K200 TIOU
OlOHOPYPNVEL KAT? TIOA? TOUC X0 POKT?PEC TWV TPWIAYWVIOTV 03NYNVTAC TOUC O TIP?EEIC TIOU
KV0UV TO V0L TNG EV AYW YEITOVI 2 VA TNE TOLPL 2LEN 1dAVIK?.

Ev KatakAe?d1, T0 Gravesend eval va €A1 PETIK? LUBIOT?pN A TO OTI?0 ayy?lel Ta 7p10 TNC

O OTUVOMIK?C AOYOTEXV 20, XWP?C 2UWG VA EAVAL VA 0OTUVOMIK? HuBIoT?pnua. H TANOK? Bp?0KETal
o€ OE?tEPN 2P0 KAl 1N 0LO?0 BP?0KETAI OTOUC XOPAKT?PEC KOl TOUC EOWTIEPIKO?C TOUC O0 PUOVEC
TIOU TAQVATAL O UT? TN OKOTEIV? YEITOVI? TOU MTPOZKAIV. ['l” dUT? AOITIV, TEOTE?W TG O 7POC
urban gothic avtikatortp?{el TA?PwWCG TO TEPIEX UEVO TNG IOTOP?0C AUTZC.

Y TU? TOUC ?X0UC TOU, TDA? TALPIACTO? UE TNV 1oTop?d, Death Don’'t Have No Mercy tou Rev. Gary
Davis 6a Tepipvoupe va dla?00Ue KAl PAAA SIOPUVTIA aTt? TOV FoLU?A LA MTT2UA 0TO U?AA0V
(spoiler aert: 0 MTT2UA 2XEl KUKAOQOP?OEL GUAAOY? BINYNU?TLV HE AUT? TO Voua).
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Edward Renehan says

A truly brilliant debut from atalent to watch. Boyle's prose = eloquent, his plot = masterful, his characters =
vivid, his atmospherics = artfully rendered.

STOU?tNG AdIK?C says

Kapp?a eATT200, KOPU?0 A?Tpwaon, Vo KAaT2uoupo otap?A... To urban gothic ota KOA?teEP? TOU Kal
A TDAA? UTIOOX 2UEVO CLUYYPA@K? VTEUTIO?TO. MOA? ATHOO@AIPIK? KO EEAIPETIK? ATI?2000T) TNG
TOPAKUIOK?2G TIPANG KOl TWV KATASI KOGV XOPAKT?pwV Tou {OLV O€ aUT?.

To tede?woa KuplaK?, 2£w eVal OKOTEIV?, BP?XEl KAl Bapp? TG 1A VA aTaVI?pw 67Aw va TI7pw
OYKOAL? TNV K?pN HOUL Kal va d0?UE oep? 3 ETEIG?DIO IKUUOOLE, TOV MTT2UTT TO EAQ@?KI KAl TO
HUIKP? OTT?TI OTO AIB?DL...

Melki says

Mmm, mmm, mmm. ..

When Conway failsto kill the man who murdered his brother, he starts a chain reaction that results in despair
and bloodshed.

This one reminded me so much of George Pelecanos work - along, leisurely buildup leading to a violent
conclusion. It may be too slow for honstop-action-cravers, but | enjoyed really getting to know these
characters. | also liked the Goodfellas shout-outs.

A great first novel that had my little finger reaching for the ORDER EVERYTHING BY THISAUTHOR
button on my keyboard. What . . . you don't have one of those? Dang - you need to get one - pronto!

Benoit Leliévre says

What a great first novel thiswas. Not only William Boyle has amind of his own, but he does write for the
good reasons and understands how to stay within himself. His haunting, elegiac style has a stern beauty to it.
His characters are beautifully broken and tormented and he doesn't seem to be picking favourites. Boyleis
happy to just expose the pain of the world on each character's shoulders. The people of GRAVESEND are
worn down by life and are drowning without their dreams and aspirations.

GRAVESEND is atragedy told through life as we know it. It's extremely sad, subtle, textured and layered.
Consider me aWilliam Boyle fan.
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GeorgeK. says

BaBuoAoy?a: 9/10

Mptv a1? K2UTOO0LG LVEG 2UO OO VIO TO CUYKEKPIUVO0 BIBA?0, 2TV AVOKO/WOAV Ol EKO?0EIG
M?A1¢ 2t Ba 10 2gepvav atnv EAA?d0. Al?Baca TNV TEP?ANYN TNG 1OTOP?0C, KAB?C KAl KUTIOOEG
KPITIK?G (T?00 OTIAV aVOWWOTV 200 KAl KPITIKA) KAl d?2Xw¢ de?tEPN oKAPN 10 7BaAa otn A?otd
pou. Ed? TIou Ta A?ue, 0ev Xpelal?tav Kav va a2 w KPITIK?C VO va TELGO?, ag Kol UAPUE yid
AUEPIKVIKO VOU?Pp aTI? TIC EKO?0EIC T2AIC. T?A0C TTVTWY, T?00 KALP? TEPUEVA LE AVUTOUOVNO?,
U2X Pl VO KUKAOQOP?OEL, VO TO AYop70w Kal va 1o dlaf?0w. Kal va Tiou nvav Kal Ta 1p?d.

NAOITIV, TPKEITAL XAAAP? VA VA AT? TA TIO VTOVO KAl OKOTEIV? OPAUATIK? VOU?P UE OTOIXE?X
EYKAUATOC TIOL ?Xw dlaB?0¢el. Kal, 2rmwg &?peTe, OV EAI KOl Ay yia TNV NAIK?a pou! Med?o
Op?0N¢ ENAL TO HOLVT? TKPABOEVT, A PTWXIK? GLUVOIK?0 TOL MTIPOPKAIV ATIOTEAOUEVH KUP?LX
OT? KATOZKOULC ITAAIK?C KOl PwOIK?2¢ KATAYWY?C, KAl N 10TOP?0 a@Op? K2IMOI0VE X0 POKT?PEC, KAT?
K?p10 A?Y0 V20UC OTNV NAIK?0, TIOU ?X0UV TI2PEL A0 2w¢ TIOA? TNV K?2TW B7ATA. VA TPAVIK?
TEPICTATIK? OTT? TO TPEABV ?XEl OTOIXEI?CEL UE TOV VAV ?TOV 2AN0 TP?TO TI¢ {W?¢ TGV
TIPWTOYWVIGTV, KOl GTO TPV VIVUONCTE U?PTUPEC K2TOLWV TPAYIK ETIAOY KOl YEYOV2TWV...

Av B?Aete 010 P%eP A0 aT? TCoPT MeAekMo, T T2uoov Kot NTVIGAEXAV, KAB?¢ QUOIK? KOl
EEXWPIOT? CLATATIK? TIOU KOBOP?( oLV 0OV CUYWPAE?0 TOV MToU?Alap MTIAA, TO aTOT?Ae0Ua Ba
€l 1o Gravesend. MIAZUE VI VA OPKET? OKOTEIV? KO EENIPETIK? ATHOOPALPIK? VOU?P, TIOU
OTIOO?OEl UE TOV TIO TOVO TP?TO TNV TPAKU? TNG TIPANG, TNV PAAELYN EATTDOC, TNV OPY? KAI TNV
TR0 ?TNOT V2wV avOp?rwv Tou dev eal ag B2on va Xapo Tn {w?. H ypa@? eval TpayuaTiK?
TOA? KOA?, OQXT?, Y0UpN, TPOUEP? €BICTIK? KA O ONUE?0 LTOPRANTIK?. O1 TEPLYPAP?C OKNVIKNY
KOl YEYOV?2TWV a@?pnNTa PEAAIOTIK?G, LETAP?POLV TOV AVOW 20T G0V K200 YEU?TO OTEATICO],
€v? 0l 1 2A0yol €I ETT?0NC TOA? avBp?ravol.

Baolk? poovta Tou BIBA?0V €AAL N ypa@?, N OTU?20@A1P0 KOl Ol XAPOKT?PEC, KOl OEVTEPE?OVTOG
N TAOK?, TIOU KP?PBEl TTVTWC EKTAEEIC KO OKNV?G B20¢ (01 OTI0?eC OKNV?GC €A1 K2Twg Puxp? Kal
"KAIVIK?' d00UNVEQ). EVal Da BIBA?0 TIou KOA?TEPO VO AlOBACTE? T?00 TO KAAOKAIP?XKI, HE
MTPALKO PA10 ZZw KAl PE SUVAT?INTO Vi OT?2dPA T O€ K?ToIld TPOA?0, IOT? 80 TO XPEIAOTE?TE
KOl TA 0LO, HET? TO T?A0C TNE OVAVWONC. MwE va TO KVOUUE, UTIOPE? KAL VO 0O ¢ LOUP?0EL TN
Yux?, HE PA0 AUT? TIOL CUKPBAVOLVY. 2TIWC KAI VA "XEL, EVAl a BIBA?0 duvaTt?, VToVO, TIOL UTTOPE?
VO ayY2ZEl VO ?200NTEC XOPOC.

Nigel says

In brief - I'm obviously one of the exceptions here as most folk seem to think thisis good. | really liked the
premise of the book but found it pretty hard going.

| really found the basic premise of this book appealing. Ray Boy is released from prison after serving 16
years for causing the death of Conway's brother. He returns home to find that Conway wantsto kill him. To
Conway's surprise Ray Boy is happy with that. Conway finds the idea of killing easier than actually doing it.
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The book looks at their stories and the lives of othersin the neighbourhood they grew up in. So far so good..

| found quite quickly that | was not gripped by this story. In part it may have been the colloquial dialogue -
Brooklyn - however I've read plenty of similar styles over the years with no adverse effects. The characters
tend to fall into two camps. The older generation who don't understand the younger ones and the younger
ones. There are afew of these who have not managed to leave the area. An odd one out is Alessandrawho
has returned after something of a career in Hollywood. | liked her as a character - indeed she probably
worked better than any of the others for me.

Intheend | didn't really get this story. | wasn't gripped by it or engaged with any of the charactersrealy. I'd
envisaged something of areveal about Duncan's death. He was the person who died in part as aresult of Ray
Boy's actions. However that aspect of the story never came alive (or to any great prominence) asfar as| was
concerned. | realise that many people have enjoyed this book but sadly I'm not one of them.

Note - | received an advance digital copy of this book from the publisher in exchange for afair review

http://viewson.org.uk/fiction/gravese...

Robert says

Sooo0...I don't write alot of reviews. | am not literary literate, just aguy who likesto read. But | felt
compelled to jot down afew lines after finishing this book. First and foremost, | thank Megan Abbott for
introducing me to Mr. Boyle'swork. What | found amazing about this book, beyond enjoying the author's
style and cadence, was the care taken with the details and backstory that hel ped the reader really get a sense
of Conway, Stephanie, and Alessandrain particular. At several pointsin the book, | just had to pause to
appreciate what Boyle did in terms of building his characters where | did not expect it, but nonetheless
wholly appreciated it. A great read that evoked memories of growing up during the same time period as his
characters did, albeit in the ethnic enclaves of Detroit. Not quite Brooklyn, but the way Boyle captures the
generational differencesin hisworld certainly applied to mine as well. Fantastic read, hope you enjoy it as
much as| did!

Pear ce Hansen says

This does not fed like afirst novel at all. I'm a sucker for modern composers: Philip Glass, Steve Reich, that
gang. With them, they set up arhythm that feels inevitable and then abandon it in unexpected ways. Like
Miles Davistoo, sometimes its the silences between the notes that holds the whole structure up -- the focus
hasto come in at exactly the right place and time or else it won't work.

Gravesend feelslike that to me. And it does work. And William Baoyle blows his trumpet at the exact right
places.

There'satruncation in places that's extremely adroit. It's not what the novel says, it'swhat it doesn't say.
Perhaps my analogy to music is clumsy but that's on me. Read this book. It's one of those creeper novels that

will have you stopping in the middle of athought and staring blankly into space, considering the story and its
characters, long after you finish the last page.
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I hope William writes more, cuz he's already in the groove judging by Gravesend.

Smassing Culture says

OAXANPN N KPITIK? oto Smassing Culture
Gravesend- ?tav 10 vou?p ouvavt? 10 urban gothic

Mkp2Boevt, MTPOXALYV, N?0 Y 2pKn. Mo @rawyIK? yeltovi? NG N?0¢ Y 2pKnG HOKPL? ATr? Ta @7t
TOU MTPOXKAIV XATG KOl TOU Mavyx?tav, eval aut? 1ou dVEl To VOU? TG OTO TP?To
HLBLOT?pNa TOL ToUZALa MTT2UA TO OTID?0 HET2PEPAV OTA EAANVIK? Ol EKO?0€1C M2AIC E T?TAO
Gravesend. Vo HUBICT?pNUA TOU 2T0V TIPWTIOKUKAOQ?PNOE 20TPEYPE APKET? PAPUUATA TPOC TO 2P0
TOU, ATIOTEANVTAC LW?AIOTA TNV ETBA0Y? TOL [T 7AA0UL €KO?TN Ppavaoou? Mkep?2pyia va yiopt?oel Ta 30
Xp?via kat tnv 1000? 670N tng ouAAoY?C Tou Rivages/ Noir 1o 2016.

H 1otop?a &ekiv?el e Tov KAYoUE?, 0 OTID?0¢ EKTINIOEZETAL E TN BO?PEIO VG @7A0L TOL TP NV
OOTUVOUIKO?, OTO ONU?dl PE 2MA0 Y1 VO EKAIKNBE? TOV BV OTO TOU OUOPUA?PAOL adEPPO? TOU, IO
TOV 0TI0?0 €VOLVV?TAV 0 CUPHOONT?C TOUG PA MTI2 TIOU PET? OTI? OsKA 21 XPAIA OTN QUACK? Eal
KOl TI7AL EAEBeP0C. TNV 2010 TEP?000 ETUOTP?PEL 0TO MKPAPBOEVT N AAEGVTPA UET? ATI? L0
OVTOUN KOl OTOTUXNUAVN TPOCTI?OEIN VO £QPOT WBE? 0TO AOG NV TLEAEC WG NBOTII?C. TO KOUIVT?TO
TV TPWIAYWVIOTV OAOKANPAOLV N ZT2PAVI N OTI0?20 €A1 CUV2OEAQPOC TOU KVYOUE? KOl TIOAL?
CUMHOB?TPIA TOUG ETT?0NC, 1N OTIO?2X (€L HE TNV TPOPRANUATIK? UNT?pa NG, KAl T?A0¢ 0 2pnog
Moutd», aviyt?¢ Tov P2 M1 10V 011070 Baup?El VIO TOV 370 TOUL TPIV UTEL OTN QUACK?.

O Kyoue? am? tnv apx? tng 1otop?a¢ Ba Bpebe? avTIU?TWIOC LE TOV @OVI? TOU adEPPO? TOU, OAA?
B0 AVTIKP?0€l U200 TEAE?WC DA POPETIK? EIKVA ATT? AUT? TIOV TEEPAUEVE, BA CUVAVT?0EL VAV
METAMEANUAVO TIP?NV VIA?, OXEONV TPAITNUNVO ATr? TN (w?. ALT? Ba @?pel Tov KVyoue? o€
oyXuon, Kaf?¢ N EIKVa aUT? HETATP?TEL TNV EKO?KNON O€ P20 TP KEV? ATI? TEPLEX ZUEVO. TO
VEP? PUWC ?XEl UTEI OTO OUAKL KAl N B?20 pad? e TNV HAUP?Aa 0T {w? PAV TV TPWTOYWVIOTN
Og UTIOPOV VA OTIOHOKPUVOOV OTI? TOV X?P0 TOU CNUAVTIK?TEPOU €V T?AEl TIPWTAYWVIOT? TG
1OTOP?0C, TOV OTID?0 £72XE PPOVT?0¢€l 0 OLZALO MTT2UA VO OC CLUCT?0EL ATE? TNV ELCOYWY? TOL
BiBA?0vL.

«M?v10 oTnV TPAN auTt? 6 EEVEIC MNa Ta aAA0?

N eATTCEIC-

Ogv ?XEl TAO?0 V1O O€, OEV ?XEl 007

2101 Tov TN (W? 00V PUaEeC £6?

TNV K?XN 107N TNV WWKP?, @’ 7An TNV yn tv X?A00€¢.»

Me ToLC OT?X0UC ALTO?C TOL Kaf2pn YVETAL €€ apX?C GAVEP? N 0X?01 TWV XAPAKT?PwWV TOU
BiBA?0L pe TNV YelTovi? Tou TKP2APBoeVT. O LYYPA PG A VETAL TG WWP?LEN TIOA? KAA? TNV
TEPLOX? KAl UE TIC TEPIYPAP?C TOV, LETAP?PEL VONT? TOV OVOYW?0TN L7000 OTN YEITOVI? QUT?. 2€ ‘Vav
KAEIOTOQORIK? KAl OKOTEIV? K200, TOV OTI0?0 Ol K?TOIKO? TOU AQTPE?0UV VA LIGO?V KAl Ol
XOPAKT?PEC U AVETAL VO B7A0UV va YOLV LAKPL? LN MTOPATAC VA TO KAVO0UV. Z€ VAV K700 TIoU
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OO POPPNVEL KAT? TIOA? TOUC X0 POKT?PEC TWV TPWIAYWVIOTV 03NYVTAC TOUG O TP?EEIC TIOL
K2V0UV TO VOO TNG EV AW YEITOVI?C VA TNC TALPL?LEN 1dAVIK?.

Ev KaTaKAe?dL, T0 Gravesend eval a €AIPETIK? LUBIOT?PN A TO OTIO?0 ayy?(el TA 7p10 TNG

O OTUVOUIK?C AOYOTEXV 20, XWP?C 2UWG VO EV0I V0 AOTUVOUIK? puBIoT?pnpua. H TAoK? Bp?oKeTal
o€ 0E?TEPN U?pA KAl 1 0LC?0 BP?0KETAI OTOUC XOPOKT?PEC KA TOUC ECWIEPIKO?C TOUC OO LUOVEC
TIOU TAQVATAL O OUT? TN OKOTEIV? YEITOVI? TOU MTPOZKAIV. ['I" aUuT? AOITTV, TEOTE?W TG O P0G
urban gothic avtikatomp?lel TA?PWCE TO TEPIEX AUEVO TNE I0TOP0C AVTC,

YT1? TOLC ?X0ULCE TOU, TA? TAIPILACTO? PE TNV L1oTop?d, Death Don’'t Have No Mercy tou Rev. Gary
Davis 6a Tepipvoupe va dlaB?o0upe Kat 2AAd dloapvTia at? tov Fou?Atap MTT20A ato ?AAov
(spoiler dert: 0 MTT2UA ?X€l KUKAOQOP?OEL GUAAOY? AINYNU?TWY HE AUT? TO VOua).
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