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Thefirst in aline of three exciting new urban fantasy novels blending elements of Greek myth and
forbidden romance against the backdrop of Minnesota's magical underworld.

Brooding, leather jacket-wearing Nyx Fortunalooks like a 20-something, and has for centuries now. Asthe
son of the forgotten fourth Fate, Lady Fortuna, he has been hunted his entire life by the three Sisters of Fate
that murdered his mother.

Fed up and out for revenge, Nyx comes to Minneapolis following atip that his aunts have set up a business
there. Hisgoal to bring down his mother's killers and retrieve the thread of fate that has trapped him in the
body of atwenty year old unable to age or die.

But when a chance meeting with the mysterious, dangerous and very mortal Elizabeth Abernathy throws off
his plans, he must reconcile his humanity and his immortality.
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Fangsfor the Fantasy says

Nyx isthe only son of the fourth fatem Lady Fortuna. Unable to die and filled with rage, Nyx has decided to
track down his mothers murderers, who happen to be his aunts - the three Fates. For much of hislife, his
aunts have tried to kill him and now, Nyx is not only tired of immortality, heistired of running.

After learning that his aunts have setup a business in Minneapolis, Nyx travels there but his mission to
finally avenge his mother and die peacefully, are quickly sidelined when he meets Elizabeth. Before he
knowsit, Nyx is not only working for his aunts in disguise, heis also hunting down Elizabeth's missing
brother. Time however is not on his side because the tracker is still looking for Nyx intent on killing him.
Can Nyx help his new girlfriend save her missing brother and stay alive long enough to finally get the
revenge he has waited centuries for?

The setting for Strange Fatesis very unique. Descendants of the Roman Gods all exist and practice magic in
the present day. They all bear markers of their allegiance, like atrident for Poseidon for example. We are
told that the Gods are missing, but the descendants manage to continue to wage their petty wars and
disagreements nonetheless. The concept itself should have been extremely compelling, especialy for
someone like me who is a bit of amythology buff, but | found in many places that Strange Fates just fell flat.

Perez has an extremely repetitive writing style. The entire premise of Nyx being in Minnesotaisto get
revenge on his aunts and yet we are reminded of this continually throughout the book. To make matters
worse, Strange Fatesis set up as a sort of mystery, but atoddler could have figured out who the bad guy was
long before the story ended. When this added to the convenience with which Nyx just happens to run into
people, it makes the story absolutely simplistic.

Read More

Christine Butler says

Book Level (age range):

Thisis supposed to be an adult urban fantasy, but it reads like a young adult book with slightly older (by age
only) characters. There are afew bad words in it, but nothing that hasn't been printed in a'Y A novel before,
and nothing about this novel or it's characters screams adult.

Overal thoughts:

| loved the premise of this book. | thought the overall story being told was intriguing. However, the main
character (who is supposed to be hundreds of years old) is a complete moron, with a very stunted emotional
capacity, and the need to repeat himself. | truly enjoyed the story, but | had to beat my head against my desk
in order to continue reading through the mess that was this book. The story is good. The mechanics behind
the writing, not so much.

In-Depth Review:
| had afew major problems while reading this book.

1) The most jarring thing in books, for me, isto have a story jump from one thing to another with zero
transition. | call it ahard transition. It's hard because one moment a character isin astore, talking to afriend
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and then in the next paragraph, without any explanation, that same character is across town in the middle of a
date. Oh, and it may or may not be aweek later.

This book is chalk full of hard transitions. It made me put the book down more than afew timesin
frustration. In fact, It took me almost a month to finish this book, when | usually burn through books in a day
or two at most. | will give the author this much though, | kept picking it back up, because despite the issues
with how the book was written, there was a good story buried deep inside.

2) Inconsistencies. It's one thing for an author to forget something they said half a book ago, or even a book
or two ago in a series. It happens. It's never pretty when it does, but in Strange Fates, it happens alot.
Sometimes, on the same page.

EXAMPLE:

About 75% of the way through the book (Chapter 32) Nyx istelling hisfriend Talbot that he plans on diving
down in Lake Harriet, because he feels called to do so, and he thinks he will find answers there. Talbot grabs
awet suit and does amagic spell over it telling Nyx, "It'll keep you warm enough, but | can't guarantee it
will keep the naiads away."

On the same page, just afew lines down as they continue talking through Nyx's plan, Nyx says, "There's
something there, | can fed it..." Talbot says, "Like what? Besides some scary Naiads?' Nyx returns with, "I
don't know, but I'm going to find out." At which point, Talbot states, "Y ou'll freeze to death.”

But literally, only afew lines ago, Talbot has taken care of that with the spelled wet suit. PS - the dive never
happens at this point in the story. Once again, there's a build-up for this dive to happen and it doesn't. It's
amost like the author has a good case of Attention Deficit Disorder, and forgets where she was going with
the story and ends up somewhere else instead. Usually, another hard transition occurs and takes us to an
entirely new scene with no explanation of what the hell happened.

The same inconsistencies are present with Nyx throughout every aspect of this book. He comesto a
conclusion about one of the bad guys in the story and then abruptly forgets he ever had that thought. Two
chapterslater, he's come to that conclusion again (seemingly, for the first time). Then, of coursg, it'sall but
forgotten, until three chapters later when he comes to the same conclusion all over again, but it's written as if
it'sthefirst time he's thought it - again! The same can be said for hislove interest. It's very daunting to read,
and thenread it again, and again... Thisis one of those literary moments where you want to reach in and
shake the shit out of the character, because they couldn't possibly be so stupid.

3) The author really wanted the reader to believe the main character was falling in love with a girl. Only, she
forgot to give us reason to believeit. The girl, Elizabeth, never came across as anything more than
untrustworthy, at best. She never had a redeeming quality that a person could fall in love with, and she
actually gave the main character more reasons to hate her and not trust her than to love her. Another issue
with the inconsistencies in the story, was with thislove arc. At some point in the story this girl even gives
Nyx alibido potion so he'll have sex with her, despite the fact that he hasn't wanted to cross that line. The
two characters go off to talk about it, and why she did it, but suddenly the conversation drops away and is
forgotten for another hard transition. The next you hear of it isthis Nyx kid going, oh well, | don't think she
meant anything bad by it. UGGHHH No, because date rape is cool, as long as you like the person! *rolls

eyes*

Thisisfar from the realm of believable character attributes, for a character who has supposedly been around
for hundreds of years. A character who supposedly reads people well, and understands their nature. Thisisa
kid, who is supposedly smart enough to survive after being hunted down for YEARS, DECADES,
CENTURIES even... and he's this stupid? This naive? I'm not buying it, and you won't either.

Summation:
I'm not entirely sure the book was worth reading. While there is areally intriguing story there, and alovely
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new take on mythology in the modern day, there are far too many problems with this book to make it an
enjoyable read. For the adult audience, that the book is supposedly written for, you will be pulling your hair
out! There is nothing adult about this book. If you enjoy young adult books, this might be more up your ally,
but you will still have to be able to read past al the inconsistencies, the hard transitions, and the constant
repetition. | won't bother with the rest of the series (it's supposed to be atrilogy, from what I've read), and |
don't recommend it to other readers of adult urban fantasy without the warnings I've already given. It'sa
shame, because there really was a good story idea in there somewhere.

Alexandria Thompson says

| received this book for an honest review from the publishers and I'll do just that, by stating that while the
premise of the book interested me; the constant repeating of the same information became annoying and
being forced to re-read several lines of the same stated fact was tedious to say the least. Nyx is an interesting
character from the start, but his lack of maturity is surprising for someone his age. | wondered several times
if his mind stopped devel oping the same time his body stopped aging.

The writing was very chopping and nothing flowed well, save for afew spare moments. There was just too
much repetition, repetition, repetition, repetition, repetition...see what | mean. We didn't need to know every
two sentences that his aunts are the Fates and his mother is dead and it's hard to think about her, but I'm
going to anyway. Another thing that rankled me was, if his mother is Lady Luck why isthe world did he
have such a hard time finding the charms? He says this several times (there's that repetition, repetition,
repetition) through the story but then suddenly finding them becomes increasingly easier with each go.

| really wanted to like this book, | really did, but it wasn't up my alley.

All Things Urban Fantasy says

Review courtesy of All Things Urban Fantasy

As one of those dorky kids who loved Greek mythology, the premise of the Fates mixed with the
descendants of Greek Gods existing in the modern day Midwestern USisright up my alley. STRANGE
FATES didn't turn out quite like | was expecting, and | did have afew issues, but it was alight fun read with
an original premise.

While | loved the world building and mythological aspects, there were some things that detracted from my
enjoyment. My biggest complaint was the repetition. In one instance, Nyx repeats three times in two pages
how he can’t share his true identity, because if his friend knew, it would put him in danger. When similar
phrases are used frequently and close to each other it is distracting and pulls me out of the story. Another
problem is that there was frequent coincidence in order to tie together plot lines. For example, though Nyx
was characterized as lucky, since his mother is Lady Fortuna, as soon as he shows up in Minneapolis he
discovers multiple of his mother’s charms and belongings in short order. This would normally be fine, but he
supposedly has been looking for them for years- so why didn’t his luckiness help him sooner?

I liked Nyx as a character. His desire for revenge against his aunts (who killed his mother) was
understandabl e, especially as we learn more about his early life. However, there were aspects of his
personality that were unbelievable. For example, he'd been around for centuries, and yet hadn’'t learned
much magic, instead relied on fighting skills to protect himself against possibly magical enemies. He was
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also far more impulsive and less thoughtful than | would expect somebody who had lived as long as he had
to be. However, there were afew side characters who made up for the sometimes clueless Nyx. There was
Talbot, the dightly insufferable member of the House of Poseidon and Naomi, Nyx’s cousin who doesn’t
know they’re related, but becomes his friend. Even Nyx' s aunts, the Fates, turn out to be different than we're
expecting based on the set up.

STRANGE FATES was aworthwhile read despite the issues. It was fun and quick, and the world Perez
created isan original one in an Urban Fantasy |andscape replete with werewolves and vampires. Since
STRANGE FATES isthefirst in atrilogy, I'm looking forward to seeing where the overall story arc goes,
and I'll be around to read the second book, DARK DESCENT when it comes out.

Sexua content: Mild sensuality, single sex scene

AH says

Wow! What afun read! Strange Fates by Marlene Perez iskind of like a Percy Jackson style series geared
for adults. Strange Fates follows Nyx Fortuna who has the unfortunate situation of being the son of one of
The Fates. Thething is, The Fates do not have sons, and there' sthat little prophecy that foresees the demise
of The Fates by a male descendant.

Thisis urban fantasy based on Greek mythology. Strange Fates includes awho’s who list of the paranormal
creature world: naiads, demons, necromancers, witches, trolls, harpies, water hags, and more. Members of
this world are descended from the gods and are part of four houses: The Fates, Zeus, Hades, and Poseidon.
Each house has some sort of identifying mark that its members wear.

Strange Fatesistold through Nyx Fortuna' s point of view. Nyx is the son of Lady Fortuna, one of The
Fates. His family could be best described as dightly dysfunctional; after al they have been trying to kill him
for many years. Nyx isin Minneapolis in the middle of winter searching for histhread of Fate which was
hidden by his mother. Nyx is an interesting character. He is able to use magic and has cloaked his appearance
so he hidesin plain sight, even working for his family. Heis also immortal and hard to kill, athough if one
were to get a hold of histhread of Fate, he could die.

Thereisalittle bit of aromance in this book, but don’t expect it to be first and foremost. Nyx is attracted to
the lovely Elizabeth who looks suspicioudly like an ex-girlfriend. Elizabeth was hard to relate to — she
seemed to be hiding something throughout the book. | loved Nyx and was in awe of his self-preservation
skills. Nyx is definitely a character that I’d want on my side.

Strange Fatesis apromising start to a dark, gritty series. The book was areal page turner and | could not
put the book down. There are three books planned in the series and | can’t wait to read them.

Thank you to NetGalley and Orbit Books for a review copy of this book.

Review posted on Badass Book Reviews.

Liviania says
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STRANGE FATES isthefirst book in a new adult urban fantasy trilogy to be followed by DARK
DESCENT (later thisyear) and FORTUNE'S FAVOR (early 2014). | love reading about the Fates, I've heard
fantastic things about Marlene Perez's young adult books, and | was excited by atrilogy that would be
published within the year instead of stretched out over three years. Plus, the ebook was at a bargain price.
Unfortunately STRANGE FATES was not everything 1'd hoped for.

It wasn't al bad. The world Perez created is fascinating. There are four houses of power, and Nyx Fortuna
belongs to the strongest: the House of Fate. That's not a good thing for him, because his mother was the
fourth Fate, murdered by her sisters and forgotten. He wants revenge and then he wants to die himself. But
the remaining Fates are up to something fishy and a missing scientist might be the key toiit all.

The biggest problem with STRANGE FATES was Elizabeth. When Nyx meets her, he knows that she'saliar
and using him for her own mysterious ends. She does nothing but confirm this impression. For some reason,
he decides to begin arelationship with her anyway. He falls for her soon enough, despite the fact that
Elizabeth shows no qualities other than being a manipulative liar and does everything she can to betray his
inexplicable trust and on top of everything else he's apparently never fallen in love before in hislong life.
Thereis no character-based reason for Nyx to bein love and it's this hollow core at the center of his
motivation. His friendship with Willow, a murderous naiad, isn't much more developed. But Perez clearly
has the skills to show people getting to know and like each other, considering how Nyx and Talbot's
relationship grows closer as they work and hang together.

The second biggest problem isthat Nyx seems to change his priorities part of the way through the novel
without much explanation. He's very clear about his desire to kill the Fates and determined to get revenge for
thefirst half of the novel, but then when things start falling into place to destroy the Fates he does the exact
opposite of jumping at his chance. | am all for Perez throwing some nuance into the relationship and
broadening Nyx's perspective, but | was honestly baffled by most of Nyx's decisions in the second half of
STRANGE FATES.

Thereisalot of talent behind STRANGE FATES. Perez created a nifty world and a great main character.
She has an interesting take on mythology and immortality. But the execution isn't there at all. The romanceis
mind-bogglingly bad and Nyx goes against the entirety of his characterization for the tiniest, least-
convincing reason. | kind of want to read the second to see if Perez manages to save her world, but
STRANGE FATES started strong and finished very weak.

usagi ?? says

1.5/5 stars.

Oh you guys, this one had so much potential, but it was so very disappointing in so many ways. | had such
high hopes for "Strange Fates' - it sounded like one of the more original takes on Greek mythology, but very
early, things came crashing down, and not in a good way. Maybe it was the fact that | fed that this needed at
least two more drafts before even making it to the ARC stage of things, but | just can't recommend " Strange
Fates'.

I think my largest problem with this book was the fact that Nyx did not sound like a guy. He sounded like a
girl. I understand cross-gender narration is hard to pull off, especially in urban fantasy novels, but thiswas
almost ridiculousin how obviousit felt that Nyx was a guy, but the author could not make him sound like
one. Shetried the tough guy tact, the immortal guy tact, pretty much every tactic one can use for successful
cross-gender narration and it just kind of failed. On every level. And that, quite frankly, is painful to read.
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And then there's the infodumping interwoven with very awkward and stilted dialogue, and the random
mystery of why Elizabeth takes Nyx in in the first place. It was too much too soon, and not separated and
clarified well enough to be interwoven back into each other again. The secondary paranormal world that's so
important to Nyx (and this book) was pretty much non-existent in that first third of the book. And by the
second third, | wastoo far gone to really care. | understood what Nyx's purpose was, and why | should care
about him, but all | felt was indifferent. And that's not good.

The sensory imagery...well, the only time that really shone was during the bar fight in the first chapter. And
from there on in, it kind of faded away. There was so much telling, | found myself continuing to ask "but
where'd the showing go" repeatedly the longer the telling (and infodumping) went on. The infodumping even
went on in terms of characters - even though Nyx has a strong base to build on, it feels like Perez just didn't
do it infavor of giving us his backstory instead, up front. Which is anice idea, but with everything else
going on, where she inserted things was pretty random and clashed with other things at the time.

Bottom line: This one needed SO much more editing. So much more. However, the premise was absolutely
brilliant, but the execution...not so much. And that was the most terrible bit of all. | hate wasted potential like
nothing else.

Final verdict? While "Strange Fates' has awonderful premise for an urban fantasy genre novel, its execution
needed so much more work. But that's just how | feel about it. " Strange Fates" is out now from Orbit in

North America, so check it out when you get the chance!

(posted to goodreads, shelfari, and birthof anewwitch.wordpress.com)

Sam says

When | picked up Strange Fates | redlly liked the premise. The son of the lost Fate, Luck, who had been
killed by her sisters, is out for revenge. Plus, the Fates are not the only magical houses in town, there's
Hades, Poseidon, and Zeus. It seemed like there would be magic, action, and a cool plot. And alot of that did

happen.

I thought Nyx’ s story was cool, that he was an immortal who wanted to die but couldn’t (side note: if you're
looking for areally good book that has done that story line REALLY well, then check out Jennifer Fallon’s
Tide Lord series). And that was neat, it adds a nice flavor to the book. | also really liked some of the side
characters Nyx meets such as Talbot, Ambrose, and Sawyer. Specificaly, | redly liked Ambrose's back
story (or what you learn of it in this book) and how it gave brief glimpses into the Nyx’s own history.

Of course, one very big drawback for me was the way that Nyx fell for Elizabeth. From page one anyone
could tell it was all atrick, and the author kept hinting (actually hinting isto small of the word, it's much
closes to shouted from the rooftops) that this was going to blow up in Nyx's face. Not only that but for him
to STILL claim to be in love with her, after the truth really does come out that she's been playing him was
just abit much for me to swallow.

Allin all | wanted to like Strange Fates. It had some fun characters and an interesting plot. But it wasriddled
with holesin the story (which I’m sure will be solved in books two and three, but still bothered me that
things would be brought up and then never addressed) and had an unbelievable love story angle that
weakened the book overall because it kept bringing me out of the story to groan about how ridiculous it was.
Overdl it left me more than abit disappointed.
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a tiffyfit says

The premise of this book is so promising and sounded like so much fun. | was very excited to read it. A
fourth fate, this being Fortune's son, literally? Vengeance, greek mythology, bad boy lead? Y eah, it sounded
great. Unfortunately...it's just not working for me.

It's boring. I'm halfway through and | just cannot finish. Stupid Elizabeth isn't giving up any information,
acting coy and stupid asif she has something to hide but won't tell. Nyx is so fixated on her, but without
ANY reason that | can see because we haven't seen ANY personality from her other than he finds her sexy.

I GET IT. Your mom was the fourth fate, she sold her freaking magical charms, and died/was killed by her 3
bitch sisters, the Three Fates everyone knows about. STOP TELLING ME THIS EVERY PAGE.
Serioudly...every two seconds, Nyx istelling us that he's the son of the fourth fate, that he has to find charms,
that he's going to kill the Wyrd sisters and get his vengeance for his mother's death. If he isn't spouting this,
we hear hisfixation on Elizabeth who looks cute in this, but he has to stay alone. He is endangering her. But
she has such nice eyes and hair. And is adorable. AND THAT ISIT.

Ugh. I rarely do not finish books but | just couldn't read anymore. Fabulous idea, poor execution - totally lost
my interest by 20%. Halfway through and it felt like work.

Experiment BL 626 says

| wanted to like this book because of the premise, revenge. | love me some revenge stories, but unfortunately
this one, Strange Fates, book 1 of the Nyx Fortuna series, was blah. It was not bad, but it was not really
good, it was somewhere in between, and thus the blah.

+ Nyx, the hero

The story was told in exclusive first person POV from his side. | liked hisvoice. | liked his easy-going
personality. | liked his resilience. What | did not like were the inconsistenciesin his character devel opment.
He' s supposed to be hundreds of years old, but he acted as how he appeared to be, which isin his 20s. Where
is the cynicism, the wisdom, the detachment from humans?

He' s supposed to be alone wolf, always on his guard because his aunts are actively trying to kill him. Yet, in
the first scene he got stabbed, and later throughout the book it turned to be one out of several scenes where
he got ambushed. Fuck the aunts because Nyx got in so much trouble that if it wasn't for his*“ curse of
immortality” he' d be dead already.

His aunt doesn’t want just Nyx dead, they also want anyone who Nyx loved dead too. Thus Nyx said heis
antisocial for avery good reason, yet what | saw isthat he made friends easily and relatively quickly. He
even managed to make friends out of initially hostile characters. Where is the antisocial attitude he said he's
had for hundreds of years?

Hell, there was even an instant love. Nyx said he doesn’t believe in instant love, just instant lust, but that
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belief was not consistent with how he acted towards Elizabeth. Although what occurred at the end explained
some of the infatuation, it didn't explain all of it and hereally did love her. His love for her iswhat set up the
next book in the series.

+ Elizabeth, the love inter est

| liked her at first because she kicked her date in the groin because her date refuse to accept no to sexual
advances for an answer. | thought, “Thisis not adamsel in distress. Thank goodness.” That judgement was
premature, because it turned she was adamsel in distress in every way. Urban Fantasy and their fucking
damselsin distress, ugh. | did not care for Elizabeth. She did earn a handful of my sympathy, but that wasiit.
The romance between her and Nyx was bland and dightly annoying. After discovering her damsel in distress
status, | wanted a different love interest for Nick.

+ the pace

In spite of the douchebag-just-stabbed-Nyx beginning, the pace was slow-going afterward for 20% of the
book. Only then was there another action scene, and then it was back to being slow-going. Action scenes
occurred far apart in the plot. The plot took its sweet time dishing out the action scenes.

+ the plot

There were many twists but they didn’t have the emotional impact that istypical of twists. | feel these twists
were more zigzags than twists. The plot was supposed to be about revenge, but most of it had to do with Nyx
white-knighting Elizabeth in his“1’m taking my sweet time” pace. If you expect to get a revenge story —
desist. Not to say | was bored, but | was not thrilled either.

In Conclusion

| rate Strange Fates 2-stars for it was okay. It was not bad, but nothing really amazed me and | didn’t like
how much of the book was so focused on the damsel in distress.

Julie says

| really wanted to like this book! | was exciting to read this one after reading the summary and there was
mention of Greek mythology. | did actually like the premise... The descendants of the gods are till alive,
have magical powers and fight amongst each other; the gods themselves have faded away. These
descendants all belong to certain houses and have to carry a symbol that represents which house they belong
to. Nyx, themc, is out for revenge... goes back to Minnesotato kill the people responsible for murdering his
mother. Before chapter 1 was through Nyx had vowed to kill these people about 4 times and then continued
to say the same thing over and over again throughout the book. | very much disliked the repetition in the
book! Thereis alove interest—Elizabeth--- she was shady from the jump and well Nyx just decided to
ignore his gut. Again his feelings about Elizabeth hiding something were repetitious yet he doesn’t listen.
Honestly, they were not my favorite couple at all, they didn’t have any chemistry and their interactions felt
forced. Thisis considered an adult book but felt more likea YA, at the lower end of that genre... | have read
Y A’s that kept me more engaged and interested; Strange Fates fell alittle short but had great potential.

** Received this book from Netgalley in exchange for an honest review

April Steenburgh says
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Nyx Fortunais the son of Lady Fortuna, the only son of the House of Wyrd. His Aunts, the Fates murdered
his mother and have been hunting him ever since. Before she died, Fortuna hid Nyx’ s thread of Fate, leaving
him out of the reach of his Aunt’s gold scissors. Immortal, and long since grown underwhelmed with his
condition, Nyx has traveled to Minneapolis to confront his Aunts and settle the score.

He did not intend on meeting a girl in abar, or getting stabbed by her (current) boyfriend. He has always
done better as aloner, keeping things simple, keeping anyone he could start to care about away from the
attention of his ruthless Aunts. But here, in the city they call home, things are about to get a bit complicated.

Urban fantasy with a decidedly Greek flourish, Strange Fatesis afun and fast read. Nyx is quite the likable
protagonist, and the book happily avoids the urban fantasy trope of everyone falling into bed with each other.
That is not to say thereis no sexual tension, it isjust masterfully managed. Strange Fatesis rotten with water
hags, harpies, sorcerers, and necromancers. Double crosses, bar fights, and part time jobs.

Fortune’s Son has arather full plate.

Amy A says

When | read the premise for this book, it sounded really interesting. A lot of mythology toit. But it's
execution left alot to be desired. The book felt so digointed.

Nyx isamember of the Fates. His mother was the 4th and often forgotten fate, Fortuna, and was killed years
ago by her sisters. Because of a prophecy that states that the sole male born unto the Fate family will cause
its downfall, Nyx's aunts have been hunting him down since his birth in order to cut hislife thread. Nyx
wantsto find hislife thread before his auntsif only for the reason that he wantsto end his own life. Heis
immortal and the only way to end hislifeisto cut his thread, but he wantsto do it on histerms. He was
revenge for his mother's death first. And revenge means killing his aunts. But after meeting mortal Elizabeth,
Nyx may have something to live for after al.

This book was so off putting for me, it may be difficult to describe what was so wrong with it. It just felt so
awkward. Every character interaction, especially those between Elizabeth and Nyx were awkward. There
was always this sense of something else going on, and | completely understand that writing technique it just
wasn't applied properly in this case and it didn't work. | was just waiting for the big reveal not because |
didn't know what was going to happen, but because | just wanted it to be out in the open already.

The storytelling itself was so digjointed. Within the space of one page we could go afew seconds or afew
daysinto the story and it would take me off guard sometimes that the author had indeed sped up time and
moved on to adifferent day. | would have to go back and re-read to make sure that | had it correct.

Since there are characters that are so apparently hiding thingsin this book, | was alittle irritated that Nyx
never figured anything out until it was right in front of him. | just don't believe anyone could take all the
hints and put things together. His instant love for Elizabeth blinded him to everything else out there. One
would figure that an immortal who has clearly been around along time wouldn't let their guard down that
easily (evenif he says he didn't let his guard down, he did).

Another thing | was confused about was this world. We are told of the four main houses Zeus, Posiden, Fate,
and Hades, but are mortals aware of the houses? Nyx talks about how he's a wanted man yet he seemsto go
up to anyone and just throw around names of houses/ species and everyone reacts very casually. He even
comes up against awitch (who is hislove interest's roommate), they fight (like throwing spells fight), yet
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when they see each other again it's like nothing ever happened. And that is how alot of the reactions
between the characters go. Something strange happens yet no one bats an eyelash and no one wonders why
there's no eyelash batting.

Thisisone of the very few books that | didn't like in some way, shape or form. | was pretty bored with it,
and | probably wont' be reading the other two books in the trilogy.

Meghan Hull says

| really wanted to like this book. The concept was interesting, and the plot outline was good. The world is
fascinating, and | like how Fortunaisafocal point. In my opinion, the premise can be a nifty, plausible way
to explain deus ex machina plot moments; you would expect crazy coincidences to occur around the only
child of Lady Luck.

However, the book felt like it was still just an outline. The closest thing | can liken it to is the Cliff's Notes
version of Hamlet: you get the major themes and some great quotes, but it isn't afull story. The reader is just
thrown from one scene to the next with little tie-in. We are bluntly told that the main character and some
person now have some close relationship, instead being led into the development of the relationship. Thisis
especidly irritating with the supposedly "romantic” relationship.

| kept on waiting for the main character to realize that he was under some spell that reduced him to the
emotional maturity of a pre-teen, cause gaps in logical thought processes, and made him forget any
experience you would expect in someone centuries old. Sadly, that's just the character.

| will probably read the next book in the hopes that the author's execution improves, but | would not
recommend it for anyone who appreciates awell told story.

Jaime says

| am afan of Marlene Perez's Dead |s series, and | was looking forward to this one. It's supposed to be an
adult Urban Fantasy series, but thisreadslike YA.

Nyx’s aging clock stopped when he turned 20, and it seems like his maturity did as well. For aman who has
lived for over 200 years and has spent that entire time fighting for hislife, why heis so naive is beyond me.
Herealy isthe son of luck, because the ruses he fell for were so simple he should have seen them coming
from amile away.

Also oddly, herelated, befriended, and dated other 20 year olds. Y et treated the other people around him
who appeared older than him as parental figures. He had more in common with and was way closer in ageto
Ambrose, yet his best friend was Ambrose's son Talbot. Simply because Ambrose appeared older? And with
all the madness that surrounded Elizabeth, he kept putting himself on the line for her. There was nothing
deep about their connection, she was a self centered 20 year old college student. It seemed to me that
someone over 200 years old wouldn't have time for her drama, or fall for her silly tricks.

It was an okay read. The story didn’t move along very well, and the mystery and action were lacking. If your
not afan of YA series, you will not like this book. If you are afan of YA, but you were looking for
something more grown up skip this book. | may read the next book in the series, because it does have
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potential. However, a better telling of aman who is old as Methuselah but lives in the body of a 21 year old
and deals with the drama of the Gods and magic is The Iron Druid Chronicles by Kevin Hearne.
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