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It was an indecent promise, but alady never breaksher word...

To save a"bride-in-training" from arrest, Lady Noelle Seymour sneaks into a stranger's bedroom to replace a
stolen necklace—only to lock eyes with the handsome Gavin Blackwell, cousin of the Earl of Seabrook. To
explain her presencein his private chamber, she gives the first excuse she can think of: sheisthere as his
new courtesan. Mystified by the beautiful woman who offered her services and then vanished, Gavin tracks
her down—and demands that she keep her word.
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Lindy says

Reviewed for TwoLips Reviews, LLC
21/2 Kisses
1/2 Pepper (M/F, oral sex)

Lady Noelle was given the task of helping to oversee the school established by her half sister Evawhile she
was out of town. The school helps troubled courtesans change their lives and teaches them how to prepare
for arespectable marriage. When a desperate courtesan named Bliss arrives at the school with a stolen
necklace, Noelle agreesto help her return it. But Lady Noelle Seymour is busted sneaking into the Earl of
Seabrook's Town house to return the stolen necklace. She goesin the wrong room and encounters the earl's
cousin by mistake. Fortunately, he's drunk and she manages to |eave the necklace and make her escape. But
he remembers her scent, as well as her excuse for being in his room: she's his new courtesan. When he finds
her, he insists that she fulfill her promise and become his lover.

The premise of the book sounds intriguing, but for me the story just doesn’'t deliver. It’ stolerable if you can
get past the witless schemes Noelle attempts. For example, at one point she decidesto dressup like a
courtesan so she can mingle with other courtesans, in the hopes that she'll gather some useful gossip about a
maid they suspect is connected to the plot to steal the earl’'s necklace. But there didn’t seem to be any reason
to think some random courtesans would have any useful knowledge. So to me this just seemed like a
pointless ploy to get dressed up like awhore and play amateur detective. As| continued to read, | found
Noelle to be immature, impulsive ailmost to the point of being a danger to herself, and a cock tease. It took a
fair amount of self-discipline for meto finish the book. Some of my impatience with this book might be due
to the fact that | recently read another historical romance with avery similar beginning, where the heroine
was caught sneaking into a bedroom to return a stolen item. Seriously, what kind of idiot would even do
that?

Nevertheless, The Accidental Courtesan by Cheryl Ann Smith does have some things that will appeal to fans
of historical romance, including passion, mystery and intrigue, a fast-paced plot, and a dashing and worldly
hero who knows how to work with his hands.

CoffeeTimeRomance andM or e says

Lady Noelleisabeautiful young member of the Ton. She is twenty-five and considers herself a spinster. She
isnot usually reckless but is getting restless, ready for a change since the marriage of her two sisters.

Gavin Blackwell is the grandson and cousin of earls but has made his own way in life as a successful
shipbuilder. His American mother and his independent spirit make him abit exotic to the Ton, while his
great wealth makes him a catch. Too bad he does not want awife.

Lady Noelleisjust trying to help a friend when she climbs into Gavin's bedroom window to return a stolen
necklace. She does not intend to get caught, especially by the homeowner’ s handsome houseguest who
mistakes her for a courtesan. Gavin is captivated by the mysterious beauty and is as determined to find her as
Noelleis not to be found.
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The author has written an excellent historical romance. The characters are realistic and attractive. Ms. Smith
has incorporated an element of suspense and danger that enhances Noelle and Gavin’sintriguing
relationship. Charismatic characters, scorching love scenes and a plot full of unexpected twists and turns
make this book impossible to put down.

Maura
Reviewer for Coffee Time Romance & More

- See more at: http://www.coffeetimeromance.com/Book...

Anusuya says

| loved this book. The H and the h had chemistry and deserved their HEA. But then when the sensible and
understanding H, Gavin, acted like an ass when Noelle refused to marry him | was disappointed. | mean he
shared her feeling abt marriage for about nine-tenth of the book and knew how she felt about it but, expected
her to accept it with open arms as soon as he proposed. | was put off by the amount he pouted when she said
'no'. | was surprised that he was surprised.

However, | loved the book except for that bit and would give it a4 otherwise. Looking forward to more from
this series.

Jen says

Review on Fiction Vixen Book Reviews
Noelle and Gavin

I have always found there to be two different types of historical romance novels. There are the ones that drag
emotions from you and create a connection that has you long remembering the book. Then there are light and
fluffy historicals that are fun to read in the moment but don’t really leave much of alasting impression. The
Accidental Courtesan fallsinto the light and fluffy category. That wasn't necessarily a bad thing here;
sometimes that is what you need. However, | aways like to manage my expectations going into a book.

Lady Noelle Seymour is keeping an eye out on her sister’s courtesan school while sheis away. One of the
courtesans steals a necklace from an Earl and it is left to Noelle to return it without anyone finding out.
Noelle makes the mistake of breaking into the wrong room and comes across Gavin, the Earl’s cousin. Lucky
for Noelle, Gavin is drunk and sheis able to pretend to be his courtesan until he passes out. No harm is done,
necklace is returned and Noelle escapes.

Of course, the story does not end there. Gavin remembers Noelle by her scent and finds her the next day at a
ball. He pushes her to become his courtesan even though sheis awell bred lady. Even though Noelle tosses
out alot of protestsit is clear sheis attracted to Gavin. To throw in alittle intrigue Gavin is attacked by some
footpads demanding to know where the necklace is. Clearly someone elseisinvested in the missing yet
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found necklace.

To me, the book was light and fluffy because the characters were presented as light and fluffy. Directly after
climbing through an Earl’ s window and being caught Noelle decided the best way to recover was retail
therapy. Y es, she says that “ Spending an enormous amount of money on new gowns would certainly turn her
thoughts in amore frivolous direction”. Considering that two chapters later sheisreally considering
becoming Gavin's courtesan to keep her out of Newgate, the shopping excursion was a bit silly. In fact, most
of what Noelle did was silly. She wanted so badly to just sleep with Gavin that she pretty much reasoned
everything she did to follow in that direction. However, | don’t think that is how the author wanted it to
come across. | think it was supposed to seem like Noelle was in desperate times and was working under
desperate measures.

Gavin wasjust as shallow as Noelle. His main concern was getting her into bed. He was more than willing to
get pulled into the intrigue that was the necklace but only to be closer to Noelle. He didn’t really have an
angst or real emotional depth.

One thing that made me giggle was the author’ s use of the word manly. “Though | appreciate your desire to
divest yourself of your virginity on my manly staff....” or “It wouldn’t do to have him think she was so
overcome by his manliness...” or “it had nothing to do with her desire to climb atop his manly frame and
ride himal night”. | saw that word alot.

| am constantly on the hunt for agood historical romance novel or author. Thiswas my first book by Cheryl
Ann Smith. It didn’t fall into the really good or really bad category. It was just middle of theroad. If you are
looking for fun and flirty this book and possibly this author would be for you. It was cute and light.
However, if you are looking for something to pull more of your emationsin you might want to skip this one.
Overal grade would be a C+.

Favorite Quote: “My dearest Noelle, “ he countered, and pulled her closer. “ The thugs could be standing at
the edge of this dance floor, and I’ d still want nothing more than to charm my way into your drawers.”

“You are despicable,” she wheezed, surprised by his frankness..... “Do you ever think of anything but
launching a coup against my drawers?’

He shrugged. “I’'m afraid not.”

Heather Wiese says

It was an entertaining, if unbelievable, romp through Regency-era L ondon.

Lady Noelleistrying to help out a courtesan in trouble by returning a necklace that she took from her lover's,
the Earl of Seabrook, wife. So what does Lady Noelle do? She dresses up as aman and climbs atrellace into
a bedroom window to leave the necklace back at the townhouse it was taken from. No one was supposed to
be home, unfortunately, information was wrong.

Gavin Blackwell, the cousin to the man cheating with the courtesan, is asleep in the bedroom and catches
Noelle in the act. Trying to come up with a plausible reason for being there, Noelle, assuming he isthe Earl,
pretends to be there to be his new courtesan. He was well into his cups, but enough with it to kiss the
bajeezus out of Noelle before he passes out and she escapes.
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Not remembering much but snippets of what she looks like and her bath oil scent, Gavin goes on the hunt for
his mysterious lady. Surprisingly he finds her at aball, no other then Lady Seymour!

Without much effort at all, Gavin gets Noelle to tell him what is really going on and what she was really
doing in the townhouse. He decides to help her find out the true person behind the crime (because the
courtesan isn't smart enough to have done it on her own). And for fun, Lady Noelle masquerades as a
courtesan of Gavin'sto gather information.

Then there's alot of back and forth of who is really seducing whom.

Eventually the each fall in love with the other and then it takes longer for each of them to admit it, to
themselves and each other.

The end.

Christine Seybolt says

Jump right in! Feet first! Head First!

Any way you want to just dive into the sensual Regency world created by romance author Cheryl Ann Smith
in THE ACCIDENTAL COURTESAN which is the second installment in her powerfully scintillating, A
School For Brides Romance series released this past month by Berkley sensations. An engaging read that has
readers clamoring to see how this powerfully seductive mistaken identity prose plays out. Jump on In!

Sneaking into a strangers bedroom in the dark of night is not what isall cracked up to be, but Lady Noelle

Seymour ison amission to save a“bride-in-training” and replace the stolen necklace before she breaks her
pretty neck. She never expects to come face to face with Gavin Blackwell, cousin of the Earl of Seabrook.

Thinking of the first excuse that races her mind she tells the dashing rogue sheis his new courtesan.

Mystified to see this beauty in his private chamber he is more intrigue to see and taste her wares. But before
he can gather his wits she disappears disrupting her sleep and his life. Gavin Blackwell hunts Lady Noelle
demanding she make good on her proposition.

Gavin and Lady Noelle have no ideawhat they are in for. All they know is footpads where sent out to beat
Gavin for information about the necklace. Finally, coming together to figure out who the culprit is out to do
Blackwell bodily harm. 1t doesn’'t help when Noelle is kidnapped by the fiends leaving Blackwell to race
after her. Intrigue and chaos abound is what the two find as they discover a passion so combustible that with
one kiss afiery passionate affair ignites.

THE ACCIDENTAL COURTESAN isaclassic mistaken identity romance that is pure perfection. Smith
engages reader sense through her skillfully and tight imagery with characters that jump of the pages with
stunning dialogue set in the richly decadent Regency era. Even though THE ACCIDENTALCOURTESAN
isthe send in Smith’s bewitching A School for Brides Romance seriesit till has that fascinating stamp of
being able to stand on its own. One reason that this story his so powerful is due to Lady Noelle Seymour and
Gavin Blackwell. What wasiit that first caught my eye? Wasit the fact that Lady Noelle climbs up atrellis
and into Gavin's darkened private chamber to come face to face with the stunningly gorgeous with sexual
magnetism dripping from his hooded eyes? Well, yes that could be one reason. Or was it when Lady Noelle
could not hold back but shout the first thing to come to her mind and claim she isto be his new courtesan and
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is herefor atry? Wait, maybe it was the Regency era? Or the many fascinating facets that make up this awe
inspiring read. Then reader, | would claim all of the above and then some.

Smith gave readers a captivating read when she sat down to pen Lady Noelle and Gavin Blackwell’ s story.
The tone of the story was set with a skillful twist of the hand and underlined the strong characterization that
made this one supremely intellectually stimulating read.

THE ACCIDENTAL COURTESAN do not just have one element to recommend itself but a plethora that
would be hard pressed for and romance aficionado to miss out on.

When selling real estate the mantrais ‘location, location, location’. The same can be said when reviewing a
book. What time period the story takes place, the settings, the plot and sub-plots? But what out shines the
previous statement is ‘ characters, well crafted characters, intelligent-fleshed-out characters that grips readers
from the moment they read the blurb on the back cover. ,b>THE ACCIDENTAL COURTESAN hasthat in
spades. Besides having two of the most alluring protagonist we are treated to arevisit with Lord and Lady
Nicolas Stanfield from THE SCHOOL FOR BRIDES, which | absolutely adored. There are afew characters
that standout like the ex-courtesan that set this story and series on its spinning axisin thefirst place. One
particular courtesan, Bliss has Nodlle risking life, [imb and ruin to make sure neither one has a visit with the
hangman’ s noose. Blissisthe quintessential courtesan that has caused such a stir for everyone involved
bringing Earl of Seabrook and his wife into play. These charming cast of characters are indeed the life of the

party.

There comes a time when being mistaken for someone else can actually work in your favor. In THE
ACCIDENTAL COURTESAN so many elements come together to lead and hinder Lady Noelle and
Blackwell into finding their happily ever after. The premiseisone | enjoy reading countlesstimes. Asan
avid reader the mistaken identity works perfectly in aiding both Lady Noelle and Blackwell. Lady Noelle's
obviousin trying to keep her reputation intact. Where as Blackwell is hiding behind what people only
perceive him to be. In the end both had to come to terms of what and who they truly are.

Indulge your senses and treat yourself to a story that not only engages your senses with the author use of
powerful imagery, potent dial ogue the sparks the imagination with sublime characterization that |eads reader
into afantastical world of pure delight. If you areready...JUMP...into THE ACCIDENTAL
COURTESAN and be swept away into aworld that captivates a readers heart.

Mehrukh Nasim says

2.5*

Madigan M cGillicuddy says

| read this, forgetting how much | dislike romance novels. It had all the elementsin romance that | despise:
out-of-time-period feminism, a cranky heroine who is pure and virginal and hates her body, and of course, a
brash alpha-male who is pushy and won't take no for an answer. Gross.
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Christina says

| liked this book much more than thefirst! Gavin is deliciously sexy. Noelleis such alikable heroine.
Together they're fabulous. | kinda guessed who was behind everything from the beginning of the story so it
wasn't really shocking. | enjoyed seeing their relationship devel op though as the story went on. Recommend
this book!!

Maria says

I've been having alot of trouble reading romance novels lately because they all seem to be recycling the
same handful of ideas over and over. Thisoneis no different in that regard, but it did have originality and
spunk that made me want to sit with it and have a nice coze.

Thisisthe second book in the " School for Brides' series, and picks up with Lady Noelle Seymour, half-sister
to the founder of the school that rehabilitates courtesans into marriageable young women for middle class
men. Lady Noelleisleft in charge while the founder of the school is away, and a desperate courtesan arrives
claiming that she has stolen avaluable item from her protector, the Earl of Seabrook. Noelle agreesto help
the courtesan return the necklace, but winds up in hot water herself when sheis discovered by a man she
believesisthe Earl. In ahysterical comedy of errors she eventually discovers the man she bargained within
adark bedroom is actually the earl's cousin, Gavin Blackwell, and heis VERY interested in the young
woman who claims she is never going to get married.

But the plot surrounding the necklace is far more complicated than it first appears, and the couple find
themselves at the heart of a dangerous conspiracy. Will Noelle and Gavin figure out the mystery of the
necklace before one of them gets hurt--or worse?

Alright, so it isn't asurprise that the story has a happy ending, and I'm not really spoiling anything by saying
that. | enjoyed the banter between Noelle and Gavin, and | think that the mystery in the story was clever and
enjoyable. | also appreciate that Smith brings in Nicholas and Eva from the first book in the series, and
creates a little space for updating the readers on how these characters are doing without making the first book
an essential read for understanding the second installment. The novel as awhole was a pleasureable, escapist
read, and | think |'ve found a new romance author to add to my list of authorsto follow.

Eli Yanti says

Lady Noelle, yg menangani sekolah courtesan Eva (saudaratiri-nya— baca buku The School for Brides 1) yg
sdg berbulan madu, tidak menyangka dirinya akan terlibat suatu skandal ketika seorg courtesan mendatangi
sekolah courtesan untuk meminta bantuan bagaimana mengembalikan kalung yg telah dicurinyadr Lord
Seabrook.

Noelle yg merasatergerak dan kasihan terhadap courtesan itu pun memutuskan melakukan suatu tindakan yg
sebenarnya dipahaminya sgt berbahaya bahkan terancam dipenjara, dgn diam-diam memasuki kediaman
Lord S utk mengembalikan kalung curian tsb, namun sialnya dia tertangkap basah oleh seorg priayg
dikirannya adalah Lord S sehingga membuatnya mengambil inisiatif bhw dia adalah courtesan sang Lord.
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Dan untungnya Lady Noelle berhasil mengembalikan kalung tsb dan keluar dr kediaman Lord S dan
berharap Lord Syg pd saat itu sdg mabuk dpt melupakan apa yg dilakukannya.

Namum Gavin yg walaupun mabuk berat pd saat itu, yakin bhw diatelah dikunjungi oleh seorg wanita
misterius dgn wangi yg khas lemon dan berusaha menemukan wanita tsb dan membuat wanita tsh menepati
janjinya.

Noelle yg merasa dirinyatidak aman dan takut akan ditemukan oleh Lord S krn memasuki kediamannya (yg
sebenarnya adalah Gavin, sepupu lord S, seorg keturunan Amerika, pemilik shipyard, kapal) yg menginap
dikediaman Lord S, berusaha menghindari dirinya dr kunjungan terutama kepesta-pesta para bangsawan,
namun terbujuk oleh sepupunya utk menghadiri satu pesta dan membuatnya dirinya ditemukan oleh Gavin,
dr aroma tubuhnya yg khas — Lemon. Gavin pun menuntut janjinya terlebih ketika dirinya mendapat
ancaman dr 3 org priayg menghendaki kalung curian tsb, yg membuat Gavin merasa hrs mengetahui apayg
sebenarnya terjadi? Mengapa pria tsb tahu ttg kalung yg sebenarnya adalah milik sepupunya, yg dijaga
kerahasiannya krn hrgnya yg sgt mahal.

Gavin dan Noelle pun bekerjasama mencari pelaku yg mengancam tdk hanya Gavin, tapi Noelle dan Bliss
(courtesan yg mencuri kalung tsb, yg sebenarnya terbujuk oleh seorg pelayan yg mengatakan bhw dialbh
berhak mendptkan kalung tsb disbandingkan istri Lord S, si Blissini courtesan lord Bliss). Tentunya
dibarengin dgn adegan-adegan laennya, terutama adegan ranjang ;)

Ternyata pel aku kejahatan tsb adalah istri Lord S sendiri, yg merasa cemburu thdp courtesan suaminyayg
Ibh diingat suaminya sndr.

Endingnya: Noelle dan Gavin pun menikah. Walaupun awalnya Noelle menolak menikah krn takut
mengalami apayg dialami ibunya dimana selamaini dikiranyaibu dan ayahnya adalah psgan yg tdk bahagia,
krn ayahnya selingkuh, namun ternyata sbrnya ayahnya mencintai ibunya tp ibunyayg menutup diri krn
mencintai org laen walaupun ayahnya sdh melakukan segala cara agar ibunya mau mencintainyatp tetap
ditolak shg ayahnya menemukan ibu Eva dan jth cinta pd ibu eva. Hal ini diketahui oleh Evadan
menceritakannya kdp Noelle ketika mengetahui Noelle bimbang menerimalamaran dr Gavin. Dan yg sgt
disukai diakhir ceritaadalah s Noelle mendptkan byk give, rmh br, kalung yg dicuri akhirnya diberikan Lord
S kepadanya, tertangkapnya pelaku kejahatan dan kedtgan kakak Noelle — Margaret dan adiknya— Eva shg
mereka bs reuni sbim acara pernikahannya.

So sweet ni critanya

Suzanne Wagner says

Don't Waste Your Time

Thiswas one of the worst books I've read. The plot was so weak and the repetitive anatomy descriptions
were about half of the book.

Lilah Chavez says

okay so first | have aNook, | still have a stack of paperbacksthat | haven't read yet... so while my Nook is
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charging | read my paperbacks. However, in this case, this book just didn't grab my attention. (Hence, the
long time it took me to read this book). | also found myself annoyed by Noelle.

Spolier : And yesits aways the angry wife, c'mon saw that a mile away.

Sorry Smith, | did enjoy the first in the series, but this one just didn't do it for me.

Wendy Tavenner says

Loved the book my first read by the author. Noelle is trying to return a necklace that a former courtesan had
taken. In doing so sheis caught by a drunk man she assumes is the Earl. When Gavin wakes the next
morning he has amemory of avery lush body that wasin hisroom. He wonders if he was just dreaming until
he smells the fragrance she | eft behind. Noelleisjust praying sheis not arrested and wants to avoid any
outings so she won't see the Earl. When her cousin talks her into going to aball she comes face to face with
the man and learns it wasn't the Earl but his Americanized cousin. A great read with lust, passion, danger,
kidnappings and so much more! Can’'t wait to read more on the Harrington Family!

SidneyK ay says

Holy Twitching Toad, Batman!

Am | the only one who has noticed the profusion of twitching Mr. Toads in romance novels these days?
Why, it'salmost an epidemic! | remember where | was when | read my first sentence with a"twitcher" in it.
I lie, | don't remember where | was, | just know that the first time | read that word it was pretty much afun
moment. And then, it s-p-r-e-a-d, until now almost every book, every hero has atwitching Mr. Toad! They
can happen anywhere - on horseback, in ball rooms, in dark alleys, leaning against awall, in acarriage, in a
library. And, anything can set them off! A sprightly turned ankle, a swan-like neck, a pert nose, the curve of
adowny cheek, the bosom about to fall out of agown. | fedl sorry for al those heroes with this affliction. My
eyelid twitches every once in awhile, so, for something that is quite a bit more sizable it must be rather
embarrassing when one goes off. Especially, the requisite giant one our heroes have. We should breath asigh
of relief that they don't make noise when they twitch. Just think of all those twitching Mr. Toadsin a
Regency ballroom. Do you think it would be possible for al of them to go off at once? Duck! They're about
to blow!

| think it istime for usto find a new descriptor - let'sturn to the handy dandy Theasurus, shall we? We have
flutter (not manly enough), shiver (nah, too wesather-related); there's stir, tremble, shudder, tic, jitter, twiddle,
quiver, dance, flip, flop and my all time favorite, blink. A blinking Mr. Toad. What do you think? Pretty
descriptive.

And, now on to The Accidental Courtesan by Cheryl Ann Smith. Y ep, there were twitchesin this book, and
with good reason. The heroine (Noelle) was a bit of a Mr. Toad teaser, if you get my drift. And, why
shouldn't she be? She's avirgin hanging out at a school for courtesans. Makes perfect sense. Actually,
nothing in this book really makes too much sense. Thisis the second in the series and it requires the reader
really really suspend belief. | understand that authors/writers are trying to come up with something new,
something different. But, sometimes we get lost in the unbelievable and the story turnsinto something that is
so preposterousit's silly. A good writer can take any mundane plot and make it seem new again. | truly
believe that Ms. Smith has the writing ability to do that, it's just that this plot was adistraction. It distracted
from character development of both the main couple and all those wonderful secondary people that live
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within the pages.

| didn't care for Noelle, | thought she was atease, and not a funny one. She had one hair-brained scheme
after another and she led Gavin around by his twitcher. | hope future books by Ms. Smith have more
character development and less unbelievable plots.
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