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Lisa says

Hereisabook you can sink into, slowly. The water is warm and the sand feels good and squishy between
your toes. For a hundred pages or so you are idly enjoying the breeze, the wheeling gulls, the stream of
scenes that swirl around Loya's return to Israel. With each rippling, receding wave your feet dig in deeper.
Y ou don't notice the sun slowly sinking into the darkening sea. | could stand here al day, water up to my
knees, listening comfortably.

Before you realize that Heatwave and Crazy Birds is more nightmare than sleepwalk, or maybe ajagged
composite of the two, you're already waist-deep in a cascade of words and it will be too late for you to
protest, But I've read enough novels about the Holocaust. Y ou haven't read this one, have you? It's damn
good.

Siv30 says
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Joslyn says

The author's style isa bit of a dense tangle, like our own experience of our thoughts, recollections weaving in
with the present's varied, simultaneous impressions. Asi result, i found it aslow start -but- once it got rolling
(ori got used to it) i stayed up way too late the last couple nights reading it. A few really rich characters get
fleshed out through the main narrator's memories upon going back hometo Israel for the first timein 25+
years. She's whipsmart, but still utterly disoriented.

| found this book more true to how life feels (ajumble. blind to where things will lead or which are the
deadends, lots of grey ared) than how clean, organized, & directional it isfor charactersin some other books.
Nothing wrapped up neat with aribbon, but rich scents, scenes, sounds... Thus, rewarding, worth the read.
Also, this book offers glimpses of family life in modern Isragl, experiences of the first generation growing up
after the Holocaust, seeing the unpredictable breakdown flashback/reactions from the older folks. Aswell as
some history, figures, events, and even some places spanning millenniathat i hadn't heard (or heard enough)
of.

Inal, it'saliterary archaeological dig of afamily's knowledge and memories and history, including everyone
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inther lives...

Revital Shiri-Horowitz says

Loved this book. It speaks about the Holocaust from an interesting angle. It isajourney of Loyato her past,
after sheinherited a house in the village she grew up at, and ran away from 25 years ago. Now she is coming
back home to learn about her family secrets.| giveit 5 stars.

Golan Schzukin says

Good book, but very hard to read.
The sentences are jumping in time and it is hard to know what happens and who says what.
The style reminds me alittle Saramago "Memorial Del Convento".

Nina says

| was very confused for the first 100 pages or so. But then things began to make a sense and in the end | was
very glad to haveread it
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