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To American observers, the Arab world often seems little more than a distant battleground characterized by
religious zealotry and political chaos. Years of tone-deaf US policies have left the region powerless to
control its own destiny—playing into a longstanding sense of shame and impotence for a once-mighty
people. In this definitive account, preeminent historian Eugene Rogan traces five centuries of Arab history,
from the Ottoman conquests through the British and French colonial periods and up to the present age of
unipolar American hegemony. The Arab world is now more acutely aware than ever of its own vulnerability,
and this sense of subjection carries with it vast geopolitical consequences.

Drawing from Arab sources little known to Western readers, Rogan’s The Arabs will transform our
understanding of the past, present, and future of one of the world’s most tumultuous regions.
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Salem says

??? ????? ???? ????? ????? ??????? ??????? ???? ?????? ??? ??? ??? ????? ?? ????? ???????

????? ???????
?????? ???????

???? ?????? ?? ?????? ?? ??? ????? ?? ?????
???? ???? ????? ????????
????? ????? ?? ???? ???? ???? ?? ????
??? ???? ????????

?????? ???? ????? ??? ?? ????? ?? ???? ????? ??? ?????? ?? ??? ??????
?? ????? ????? ?????? ????????
??? ??? ???? ???? ????? ???? ??? ??????? ??
: )

Mohammad says

It amazed me how little of this I knew prior to reading Eugene's book despite being Arab born and raised in
an Arab country. In addition to the extreme censorship occurring in many Muslim and Arab nations, I was
born in the mid 1990's. Meaning my curious teenage years were the same years the influence of American
media was at its strongest. I grew up playing video games and watching American TV distracting myself
from the real world. Unfortunately, like many of my friends and Arabs my age, our families thought it would
be more beneficial for us to be enrolled to English-teaching schools, be sent abroad and forget about the past
than the less beneficial duty of learning about the history of our origin.

We are ignorant.

Like many westerners, reading the news of extremist Islamist agenda and suicide bombers consistently
baffled me. I never understood it. I never understood how a group like Da'esh could manifest and be the
global issue it is now.

Rogan's The Arabs answered many existing and non-exisintg questions that I have had regarding my people's
history, and the identity attached to my name, physical appearance and the religious beliefs in which I was
raised by. I look forward to both having all my Arab friends read this, and re-read this book in Arabic soon.

Thank you, Mr. Rogan.

mohammed aljaberi says

???? ??? ?????? ???? ?? ????? ?????? ???????? ????????? ?? ???? ?? ??????? ??????? ????? ?? ???? ???????
????????? ??? ???? ???? ???????? ????????? (????? ????????? ??????)? ??? ?????? ??? ???? ???? ????
??????? ??????? ???? ????????? ?? ??????? ??????? ??????? ??????? ???? ???? ??????? ????? .
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Khalid Almoghrabi says

???? ??? ???? ???? ???? ????? ?????! ??? ????? ??? ?????? ??????? ???? ?????? ?????? ?????? ??? ?? ???? ???
?????? ????? ???? ?????? ??? ?????? ????? ???? ????? ??? ???? ?? ??????? ???? ????? ?? ?????? ??????
??????? ????? ???? ????? ??????? ??? ???? ?? ???? ?? ?????? ????????? ?????? ??? ????

Caroline says

An outstanding history of Arab lands from about 1600 through 2013. It is composed of three main parts: the
early modern history of the region and the slow disintegration of the Ottoman empire; the infiltration, rule
and ouster of European colonialists; and the post-colonial history of the region from Iraq to Morocco. The
Palestinian issue and the civil war in Lebanon are related in depth. The mastery and selection of detail, its
organization, and its analysis are models for similar sweeping histories. I learned a tremendous amount.

I particularly want to commend Rogen for his consistent and extensive use of the observations of Arab
women. In fact, I’m not sure I can remember any quotes from male journalists, that’s how dominant the
women’s voices are. Belying the reputed invisibility of women in these countries, Rogen shows that they
have been critical in many countries as supporters of resistance fights against imperialist powers, as
journalists, as novelists, as medical and other support personnel for struggles, and as bodies on the line. A
couple of the names were already familiar to me (Hanan Ashrawi and Nawal El Saadawi) but most were
new. Rogen never makes mentions the fact that he’s quoting women as such; he just does it, the way authors
have just quoted men for millennia.

One takeaway that I already knew: the United States conducted its post-2001 policy with utter ignorance and
disregard for Arab history, dignity and culture. (And its pre-2001 policy with not much more.) Others,
previously known but now buttressed with more facts: the behaviour of colonial powers beggars belief, and
the Arab peoples deserve better governments than they have, for the most part.

Highly recommended (I listened to a Tantor Media recording, with excellent narration by Derek Perkins).

???? ?????? Ahmad Abazed says

??? ????? ???? ??? ?? ??? ?????? ??????? ???????? ???????? -???? ?? ????? ?? ???? ?????- ?? ?? ???? ?????
??????? ????? ????? ????? ????? ???? ???? ??? ??? ?????? ????????? ??? ??????? ??? ???? ????? ???? ????
????? ?? ? ?????? ?? ????? ?????? ???.

Paul Gibson says

An excellent history. Well written.
The current situation in the Arab world is so complex that when you get through with this book you still
won't have the answers but you should at least have a better understanding of the questions.
My favorite quote from the book: "Democracy cannot be imposed without the messenger killing the
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message."
I might add that so far, too many messengers, on all sides, killing each other as well as their own message.

Fahima Jaffar says

????? ????? ???????... ???? ???? ??? ?????? ??? ??? ??? ?? ??? ???? ????? ?????. ?????? ?????? ?? ?? ????? ??
??? ?????? ??? ????? ?????? ???? ?????? ?????? ?????? ???? ???? ????? .. ?? ????? ???????? ?????? ???? ??
????? ?? ??? ????? ???.
??? ???? ?????? ??? ???? ?????? ??????? ????? ?

??????? ??? ??????? ?? ?????? ?? ??????? ???? ?? ????? ??????? ?? ?????? ??? ????? ????? ??????? ?????. ??
?? ?????? ??????? ??? ????? ???? ????? ???????? ??????? ??? ????? - ?? ???? ????????? - ????? ????
?????????? ?????? ????? ????????. ?????? ?????? ?? ????? ??? ??????? ????? ?????? ?????? ??????? ???
????? ????????? ?????? ???????? ??????????? ????? ????????? ?????? ??? ??????? ???????? ????? ??????? ??
???? ??????? ??????? ????????? ???? ???? ?????? ???? ????? ???????? ??? ?? ??? ??? ??????? ?????? ?????
??? ????? ?????? ??? ?? ??????? ??? ?? ?????? ??? ?????? ??????/?????? ??? ?????? ????? ??????? ????? ???
???????? ????????? ???? ?????? ????? ???? "?????? ??????? ??????" .

?? ???? ??? ?????? ??? ??? ????? ??????? ??? ????? ??? ???? ?????? ?? ??????? ??? ?????? ???? ?? ????? ????
?????? ?? ????? ?????? ??? ????? ???? ?????? ?? ?????? ??? ?? ????? ?? ???????? ????????? ??????? ????
???? ??? ???????. ??? ?? ???? ?????? ?? ??? ??????? ????? ????? ???? ???? ?????: ?????? ???? ??? ????
??????? ??????? ??? ??? ????? ???? ?? ????? ???????? ?????? ??? ??????? ?? ??? ???? ??? ??? ????? ???????
??????? ??????? ???? ??? ????? ????? ??? ??? ??? ???? ??? ??????. ???? ???? ???? ??? ???????? ????? ????
????? ?? "????" ????? ?? ??? ?? ?????? ???? ??????? ???? ??????? ?????? ???????? ????????? ?? ???????
?????? ???????? ?? ?????? ??????? ???????? ?????? ????? ????.. ????? ???? ??? ??? ????? !

??????? ?????? ??????? ???? ??? ????? ??? ?? ????? ??????? ??????? ????? ???? ????? ??????? ??????? ?????
?????? ?????? ??????. ??? ?????? ???? ???? ????? ?????? ?????? ??? ????? ??? ?? ??? ?? ?????? ?????? ???
????? ???? ?? ???? ??? ????? ?? ?????? ?? ???? ??????? ?????.

????? ?????? ?
???? ???? ????? ?????? ?????? ???? ?????? ????? ??? ????? ?? ???? ?????? ?? ??????.
????? ??? ???? ??? ??? ?????? ????? ?? ????? ?????? ?????? ??????? ??????? ???? ?? ??? ??? ????????? ????
????? ????? ???? ????? ?????? ?????? ?????? ????? ?????? ??? ?????? ??????? ?????? ???? ?? ?????? ??????
???????. ?? ?????? ?? ???? ????? ????????? ??? ?? ????? ???? ????????? ???? ???? ??? ????? ??????? ???
????? ??????? ?????? ????????.

??? ?? ?????? ???? ??? ???? ???? ?? ???? ????? ????? ??? ??? ?? ???? ??????? ??? ?????? ????????? ????????
????? ???? ????????? ?? ??????? ????????? ??????? ????? ????.

??? ?????? ????? ??? ??????. ?? ???????? ??????? ???????? ????????? ???? ???? ?? ??????? ??????? ????????
?????? ???????? ?? ???????/??????? ???? ???? ???????. ???? ???? ?? ???? ????? ????? ??? ??? ???? ?????
?????? ????? ?????????.

??? ???? ????? ?????? :
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???????????? ???????? ?? ????? ??????
????? ?????? ????????
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????? ?? ??? ?????? ????? ????? ??????? ?? ??????. ????? ?????? ??? ????? ???????:
http://www.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/06...
?????? ??? ????????:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JCmhWD...

Banan Tawileh says

???? ????? ????? ?????? ????? ???? ???? ????? ??????? ???? ??????? ????????? ???? ???? ?? ?????? ?????? ?
?????? ??????? ?? ???? ?????????? ? ??? ????? ??????
?? ?????? ????? ???? ?? ???? ???? ??????? ?????? ? ??? ???? ?????? ?? ??? ??????? ??? ?????? ??? ???? ???
??? ?????? ???? ????? ?? ??? ?? ???? ??????? ?????????
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????????? ?? ???? ?? ????? ?? ?????? ?????? ?? ????? ?????? ?????? ?? ??????? ???? ???? ??????? ??? ?????

???? ??? ????? ?????? ?? ??????? ??? ????? ?? ???? ?? ?????? ??? ????? ??? ??????? ? ??????? ??????? ???? ?
????? ???? ?? ??????? ????????? ?????? ? ??? ?? ???? ?????? ?? ????? ???

?????? ???? ?? ??? ??????? ? ???? ?????? ???? ?????? ??? ???? ?????? ???????? ??? ? ????? ??????? ???????
???? ? ??? ???? ????? ????? ?????? ??????? ?????? ????? ?? ?? ???? ?? ???? ?? ??? ??? ?????? .

???? ?? ???? :)

Narmin says

Before reading 'The Arabs' I thought it might be another classy book (and classical view) of the arab people.
But this book soared beyond my expectations. It is the Arab identity that base the essential topics and unlike
other books on Middle East region, this explains the development of the Arab mind throughout a whole
century (from the Ottoman conquest to the making of islamic movements). I can't utter any critical word
against this book. Read it, people!

??? ???? says

?????? ?? ???? : ????? ??? ?????? ??? ???
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??? ???? ??? ?? ????? ?????? ?? ????
?????? ?? ????? ??? ????? ???? ?? ????? ????? ???? ?????? ???????
????? ?? ?????????? ???? ??????? ????? ??????? .. ????? ?? ?????? ???

????? ??????? ????? ?? ?????? ??? ??????? ?????? ?? ????? ??????? ? ??????
????? ???? ??????? ?????? ?????? ??????????????
????? ????? ??? ??????? ? ???? ??? ??????
??? ???? ??????? ????? ..???? .. ????

??? ????? ????? ?? ???? ??????? ??? ?????? ?? ???? ?????

????? ??????? ? ???????? ? ?????

RK-ïsme says

March 22, 2016 - I put a great deal of effort into writing a comprehensive and, what I believed to be a
relatively apolitical review of Eugene Rogan's history, The Arabs: A History. I completed it last evening
with the intention of posting it today.

Today is a day of mass murder in Brussels a city that I have come to know. I shall not post that review. It
would be both too trite and too political. No one needs that.

I can only add to what I wrote below that Rogan has written a history that is clearly meant to dispel many of
the myths, the propaganda and the prejudices that exist in the Western countries in regard to the Arab world.
He has done an excellent job. He, like all historians has had to be selective in choosing his material.
However, he has tried to be balanced. As noted earlier, there are no simple divisions between good guys and
bad guys- only bad guys and victims.

If you want more in-depth understanding of why the horror goes on, read this book. It is worth the time and
effort. It is time that the West stopped treating Arabs as 'other'. See how we have created this mess over
many decades. A book worth reading.

If you can, help the Syrian refugees. If your government does not facilitate this, as mine does, donate to the
UNHCR. They do good things and they need money.

Feb 12, 2016 - This is an excellent, comprehensive history of the Arab 'nation' from the assertion of Turkish
rule in 1516 up to (almost) today. It is detailed and extremely well written.

A more expansive review will follow shortly. I just want to say now that if you want a better understanding
of why the Arab world is so messed up, so violent, so frustrating, look up the words colonialism, greed and
power and consider the role played by the outside world in just plain messing things up.

Then buy the book and take your time absorbing its history and its lessons.
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Jonathan says

A biased, selective, and misleading history of the middle east conflict. He paints the Arab people as almost
entirely victims of western domination and leaves them with hardly any responsibility for their own failings.
One of the longest sections in the book dealt with the Israeli-Arab conflict omits the following enormously
important facts:

1. While Rogan slams Israel for the "eviction" of Palestinians in 1948 (which in reality was Arab
governments telling all Palestinians to leave because of their impending offensive against Israel) - he says
nothing of the hundreds of thousands of Jews who were evicted from Arab lands at the same time.

2. He portrays the Jewish purchase of land as something that was imposed on the Arab people against their
will. In reality, the Arabs were glad to sell the land in modern day Israel to the Jews - at extremely exorbitant
prices. This has been documented in history.

3. Painting Arafat as a freedom fighter for the Palestinian people, he omits his over support for violence
against Israeli civilians, his support for suicide bombers, and his infamous public murder of a 65 year old
unarmed Jewish man in a wheelchair in a naval standoff.

4. Speaking of the Oslo Accords - he makes no mention of the concessions the Palestinians promised to
make, only noting that they were substantial. If he HAD mentioned the concessions the Palestinians were to
make (such as stemming the spread of terror organizations and halting the indoctrination of children in Gaza
with violent religious fundamentalism), he would have been forced to note that the Palestinians failed
miserably in this regard.

5. Dismissing the United States' and Israel's claim that Arafat was responsible for the failure of the
negotiations at Camp David - without any evidence - he completely ignores the fact that Ehud Barak offered
him 98% of the land he was requesting and he turned it down. Rogan doesn't offer any evidence for his
claims, because there is none.

6. Disparaging the Israeli war against Hizbullah in 2006 as barbaric for launching attacks on civilian
infrastructure, Rogan completely omits the fact that Hizbullah deliberately positioned themselves in highly
populated areas to inflict the most casualties on the Lebanese population to gain international support (as
Hamas did in Gaza in 2009). He didn't even bother to address it - it was omitted completely.

These are 6 of the most stunning omissions from his novel but there are many many more. If you want a one
sided account of Arab history then purchase this book - but make sure you also consult a history of the Arabs
that isn't so biased and remarkably selective in its portrayal of history in the Middle East.

Zuha Alfaraj says

???? ?????? ????? ????? , ????? ??? ???? ????? ?? ????? ?? ????? ?????? , ??? ???? ???????? ??????? ?????? ,
??? ??? ?? ??? ??????? ?? ??????? ??????? ?????? ??? ???????? ????????? ??? ??????, ???? ?? ?? ?????
?????? ????? ?????? ???? ?? ??? ?????? ??????? ????? ????? . ??? ?????? ??????? ?????????? ????? ?? ??
??????? .

???? ?????? ????????? ???? ????? ??? ????? ????? ?? ????? ????? , ???? ????? ?????? .. ????? ??? ??? ?????
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?? ?? ????? ?????? ??????? ???? ?? ????? ?????? ?????? ??? ?? ??? ???? .
??? ??? ??????? ???? ???? ????? ??????? ?????? , ????? ??? ??? ??? , ?????? ?????? ?? ?????? ???? ????
?????, ???????? ??? ?????? .

Lamia Al-Qahtani says

???? ???? ???? ?? ???? ???????? ?????? ????? ???? ???? ????? ????? ?????? ?? ?? ?? ????? ?????? ????????
???? ??? ?????? ??? ??? ??????.
?? ???? ?? ??????? ??????? ??? ????? ?? ??? ??????? ?? ?? ??? ?????? ???? ???? ???????? ???? ??? ??????? ??
?????? ????? ???????? ???? ????? ??? ?????? ????? ??????? ????? ??????? ?? ????? ???????? ??? ?????????
?? ????????? ?? ??????? ??????? ?? ????? ??? ????? ??????? ??????? ????? ?????? ??????.
?????? ????? ??????? ???????? ???? ??????? ????.


