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Stephen Greco says

Once again, | read the previous 8 books and now | feel like | need to continue. Ok book but not as exciting as
the previous books. | feel like we are redlly starting to stretch.

Angie says

| wonder if it's ever occurred to the author that if he wasn't so descriptive, he could tell a story in one book
instead of two. And | also wonder whose decision it was to replace all instances of the word "further" with
"farther." It doesn't always work, you know. Geez.

Thisisanother one | loved as ateenager. Sure, atime portal in the Tower of Babel is silly. Floating through
the City of Enoch is abit much (and so is the dinosaur). Mary is the most boring person in the fictional
universe. And bringing Gid back istotally cheating, but I'm not complaining. I'm just relieved that none of
this took placein |srael—the Jaredite nation isa MUCH more interesting setting.

Charissa says

I know I've read this at least once, but it's been so long | basically forgot the whole thing. | absolutely loved
it! Thistwisted plot takes Mary, Rebecca and Josh back to ancient times in Babylon during the building of
the Tower of Babel. Other family members--Harry and Stephanie--try to come rescue them and, sufficeit to
say, the plot gets quite crazy! | enjoyed learning about that biblical time (the chapter notes are so
enlightening). The story ends at quite a crazy point, so | am anxious to start the next one, but Curtis wants
me to hold off for atiny bit (we'll see how long my willpower lasts).

Becky says

I've completely lost track of who's who, not to mention when and where everyone is. The more chaotic these
books get, the less | enjoy them. The plots get more convoluted and the cast gets more bloated and the
feeling has gone from fun but reverent to over-the-top and magical. Don't get me wrong, | love fantasy, but
when you mix magic and religion things get alittle weird.

| found the earlier volumes made me want to return to the scriptures and read more doctrinal works. These
make me wonder what happened to the Heimerdinger who made me cry when he wrote about the Savior's
vigit in the Feathered Serpent.

The chaos is so extreme that | can't remember much of the book and what | do remember makes little sense.
Someone needed to rein him in and remind him to focus on story and character. There aren't enough index
cards in the world to keep track of this plot.
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Brittany says

This book is good, and it's full of adventure, and has the craziest cliffhanger ending so far. BUT IT HASNO
MEAGAN AND APOLLUSIN IT. Therefore, it can only get three stars. | remember how livid | wasthat |
waited years for this book only to have to wait several more years to find out more about my favorite Roman
centurion and his modern-day girl.

Steve Center says

Thisis part two of this chapter of the Tennis Shoes series. Salid throughout. The ending was stellar.

Rebeccah Mildenstein says

Once again agood one! This book after each chapter gives a history of the bible portion being used in the
story. | loveit!! | have been trying really hard to study more with the scriptures and well we have alot of
history books in our house but the wording is so above my head it has been hard to understand. Chris
Heimerdinger istotally on my level for learning the history of scriptures. The story too is exciting and
actually creepy and suspenseful more so then the other books. | LOVE IT!!

Crazy Uncle Ryan says

| admit that | have been pretty hard on this series. However, this book is actually surprisingly good. | think
what makes this one better in my mind is the setting. Thereisvery little in the Bible about what actually
happened at the Tower of Babel so Heimerdinger was just able to have fun with it.

Jesse Whitehead says

It seems whenever Chris Heimerdinger picks a genre to write in then he does much better. His first book was
firmly historical fiction —with a contrived passage through time — that worked was brilliant. The second one
was quite decidedly afantasy with a magic sword, sorcerers, coffers and assassins. Thisis my favorite of the
series and is the only one where none of the main characters travel in time. The third and fourth books went
back to being historical fiction again with alittle bit of murder mystery thrown in at the beginning. These
ones were also quite good.

Then he started the trilogy that consisted of The Sacred Quest, The Lost Scrolls, and The Golden Crown.
These ones tried to toe the line between fantasy and historical fiction. There are sorcerers that do fantastical
things while the book insists that they are all just deceptions. The problem with that is that there is never any
explanation about how those deceptions are carried out. Even afew of those magical acts were explained the
stories might have made more sense. The books have a cult that can control who will be bitten by a snake
and Scythians who can smell better than dogs and whole load of silliness that doesn’t make any sense
whatsoever because at the heart of the books they are trying to be historical fiction. These onesjust kept
getting worse the farther along they got. Thisis also another instance where the research got in the way of
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the story. Heimerdinger seemed intent on putting his charactersin places just to witness some obscure
historical event or meet some historical figure.

For this next series of books he's decided to firmly plant his foot in fantasy and the result is surprisingly
good. This book completely ignores the storyline of Meagan, Apollus and Ryan in the America' s and focuses
on Mary, Rebekah and Joshua. Harry and Stephanie also joinin.

There are magic stones that good guys can use to figure out how to travel in time and how to fly ancient
gliders. Thereis amagic sword that talks to people and corrupts them in almost the same way that the One
Ring does (it' s the same one destroyed in ‘ Gadiantons' — time travel, you know). The Tower of Babel is so
high that it reaches beyond the clouds and somehow is also recognizable as a Ziggurat. Thereis acity
inhabited by angels that floats in the sky. Each of these things sounds more and more preposterous but feels
less and |ess unbelievable as the story moves along because it is afantasy. In this fantasy world cities can
float and stones can give revelation to people. What makes it even more interesting is that much of the magic
ismerely afantastical spin on actual gospel lore — the magic stones are supposed to be a Urim and
Thummim. We know very little about the world at the time of the Tower of Babel and that makesit fedl like
afantastical place — people live hundreds of years still, they believe that they can reach heaven through a
tower —and why not if it’s so close that you can see it.

The story is captivating. Heimerdinger has finally found away to portray characters that are not all copies of
each other. The simplistic view of romance is still there from the other books. Some new characters show up
that are different enough to seem real. The history and culture — and arrogance — of the people of Nehor are
fascinating.

| enjoyed this book and found that the adventure and wonder make for a captivating story. | found | was a
little sad that there are no more stories set in this ancient time — at least not yet.

Karen Rowley says

#7 | read the book “ Tower of Thunder” written by Chris Heimerdinger. It was so wonderful as always! Half
of the family went to the time where Mary, Joshua, and Becky were and half of the family went to the time
where Apollus, Meagan, and Ryan were. This book was only about the Mary, Joshua, and Becky side of the
story. | loved this book! 1t’'s so amazing to me how this author has alot of different books and they all are
interesting. He hasn’t bored me yet! A part that makes me sad in this book is little Joshua, heis only twelve
but he gets taken over by evil. And he thinks he’' s doing what’ s right but he is making the worst choices. And
it'sreally good for the story, but personally it makes me so sad! In this book my favorite parts were the
miracles that were performed. They were astonishing and awesome. What | lovein all of his books is the fact
that he makes me feel asif | really am there. One of the weirdest parts of the book was all the modern
technology they had in such ancient times. They had airplanes, that weren’t like airplanes now but like
airplanesin the Wright brotherstime. So It was just surprising that it was mentioned in the book. | think the
themein this book isdon't stray. Because there was an evil sword and everybody kept getting drawn to it.
And no matter how hard they tried they just kept going back to the evil. And those who did evil ended up
hurting their friends or family. Thisis definitely aseries| want to read again, and I’ m super glad that | did!
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Amandalynn says

Another great listen too in the car

Rebecca says

| was pretty impressed with how many different perspectives that Heimerdinger used to tell this story. He not
only took on three new characters (not counting the one for the epilogue), but once again made each voice
distinctive and convincing. | also think heisjust agood writer. | love his descriptions of not only physical
objects but feelings aswell. | also think he has great word choice to portray his sentiments exactly. | loved
the priesthood blessing/prayer toward the end of the book especially. The ending of this novel also helped
me to see one of the underlying themes of this last adventure in the series. | feel Heimerdinger istrying to
draw aparalel between the battle of the last days and battles in other periods of history. His latter-day
warriors are struggling to sanctify their souls as they also fight to save their lives.

Francie says

Heimerdinger's tennis shoes seriesisreally great -- except for its taken him what, 20 years or more?, and its
till not finished yet? That's along time to maintain interest in a series. I'm afraid this was one of the last
one's| read, although | know | bought #11 just because | had the whole rest of the series. Haven't read it
though!

Lori says

Again, | loved it. However, | hated that not a single word was mentioned about Megan or Apollus. | guess|
just have to read the next one.

Greg says

Mildly entertaining. Like the other books in the series, it isreally directed at a young teenager (or younger)
age group. | read this and subsequent booksin the series at the insistence of my daughter who was a big fan.
Though | enjoyed them, | appreciated them even more because they served as a catalyst for discussing
related doctrinal concepts and concerns with my daughter, and later my son.

Dad says

Thisisfantastic. With different narrators, it keeps more than one plot going to keep the interest level high.
The Tower of Babel, Shem and Melchizedek, and tiny Abram plus the Jaredites kept me highly interested.
To see how he related thiswas illuminating. | never thought that Abram may have known the Brother of
Jared or Shem. It isn't for sure but it is good food for thought. | liked his summaries at the end of some of the
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chapters. Prince Mardon and King Nimrod were perfect bad guys. It explained how they could actually go to
fight God with the Tower of Babel. Very interesting. Thiswas my favorite of the first nine novels. Now |
will read #10.

Todd Cannon says

I liked the Temmis shoes books but by the time Heimerdinger got this far he seemed to lose focus. So many
story lines are going on that you lose track of them and wonder what is happening when you switch story
lines. He also seemsto be just writing the story and ending the book when he has enough pages to make an
averge sized book. It's one thing to have a cliff hanger ending that makes you look for the next book and it's
another to have an ending that make you look to seeif the rest of the chapters intended for the book are
missing.

Lisa Brown says

This book picks up where the last one |eft off. Mary, Josh, and Becky are stuck in the time of the Tower of
Babel, searching for away to get home and to destroy the sword of Akish. Meanwhile, the rest of the family
is still searching for them, and Harry and Stephanie having found the time they are in, but not having found
them yet.

The story is exciting and brings up some interesting things, but | have a hard time with parts of it, feeling that
alittle too much liscence was taken with the historical aspects of the story. It also comes with a shocking
ending, making you want to read the next book. Not my favorite, but still afun read, especially when | am
listening to it, as | have done with the whole series.

Kimberly Fields says

Tower of Thunder is another exciting adventure in the Tennis Shoes series. | enjoyed the action-packed
story. The plot was quick-paced, without too many slow parts dragging it down. | aso liked that the various
members of the family finally started to gather in the same area by the end of the book (it's so confusing
trying to keep track of which family members are where in time and geography). | did think the idea of the
City of Enoch floating in the sky (i.e. literally being taken up to heaven) was pretty far-fetched, but it worked
for the purposes of this novel. (I kept hoping someone in the Hawkins family would end up there so | could
hear about what it was like, but | guess that will remain a mystery until the hereafter!)

Fun book. I'm looking forward to the next one in the series.

Stephanie says

So this book was tough for me to rate. It was a very thought provocing book. | learned some stuff about the
Tower of Babel that | just didn't know! That was the good part. The bad part was...reading al of the
footnotes at the end of each chapter really broke up the story. Maybe it would have been better to not have
read those, but then on their own they were very interesting. So | am undecided. How did | really like this
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