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Amanda says

Amateurish, badly written and repetitive. Premise: My kids got eaten and turned in to zombies but he has
such a nice ass, she giggled to herself.

Eva Leger says

I'm almost at a loss as to what to say here because I know next to nothing about zombies or this type of book.
I picked this up for two reasons and two reasons only. One was because the reading challenge I'm doing this
spring has a task where I needed to read a sci-fi book. I asked my friend Felicia what she would recommend
and she sent me this book. I figured that at worst I would be able to plow through it and at best it would be
milding entertaining. I've always been way more of a non-fiction person because it seemed to be more
worthwhile in a way, like I was always learning something, that the reading wasn't just frivolous fun.
Well, this was an immense amount of fun although I wouldn't call it frivolous at all! I loved it! I can't wait to
read the sequel and then the third installment!
I was and still am amazed at how Frater was able to make everything, not just some parts, everything,
realistic as hell. It scared me. And I mean, it scared me bad. I'm not by nature a jumpy person but this book
really got me thinking the whole 'what-if' scenario all throughout.
I'm thrilled that I found a new genre to read and I will always remember this book as being the first great
zombie book I read!
The characters were out of this world (literally), if I had to pick a favorite I don't know where I would start. I
like Juan a lot....and Nerit- she's awesome as hell. Katie and Jennie, the two main characters in the first one
make the best team and Frater has their personalites matching perfectly without making them the 'same'.
The plot line and situations they had to go through were absolutely riveting. I found myself wanting to page
through a little bit to "just see what happened" numerous times although I made myself wait and the end
result was even more delicious.
I would recommend this to anyone who is looking for a new genre to get into, anyone who enjoys different
types of fiction, anyone who likes horror stories and/or liked being scared, damn near anyone in general
really. To not read this would be missing out...seriously. At least give it a shot. Like I told Felicia- I would
have laughed in the face of anyone if someone would have told me I'd like this kind of story. Even up until a
week ago I'd have laughed my ass off.
Hopefully the second is just as good as this one because I can't wait to find out what happens next. The
ending of this was just right- she left it so the reader is wanting more but also so you're surprisingly "full"
too.

Melankalia says

I cannot understand what everyone sees in this book. I was expecting "Thelma & Louise" plus zombies, and
that's...sorta...where it started, but it just got worse and worse as it went along. To begin with, the
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(somewhat) interesting action scenes did not in any way make up for having to hear about everyone's
feelings every three seconds. About halfway through the book, I felt like I'd gone from "Thelma & Louise" +
zombies, to "The View" + zombies. I think if it had been written in first person that aspect might not have
been as awful, but that's not saying much. And don't even get me started on the paragraphs that try to cram in
what all of the characters are doing/feeling.

"Katie felt wetness flowing down her own face as she pulled Jenni into an embrace. Jason threw his arms
around both of them while Jack barked for attention. Katie kissed both Jenni and Jason on the cheek firmly,
then hugged them again. It felt delicious to be alive and with them once more."

Seriously? We don't need to know what everyone is doing after each tiny bit of action. Honestly, I swear we
don't. Also, note to authors: Having your character "feel delicious" when they've just survived nearly being
eaten by zombies is, at best, really lame.

The other thing that bothered me was how often observations were made when the writing should've been
more background.

"The first obstacle was in plain view. The library had a set of glass double doors with a small foyer between
them. Trapped in the entryway was an old man, dead, hungry, and beating on the interior door. It was kind
of funny that he still clung to his library book."

Now, if these were someone's thoughts, I would've had no problem with them. But this is only one example
of the many descriptive paragraphs between dialog, where there is no clear point of view as to who is making
the observation.

In conclusion, if you can manage to ignore all the touchy feely stuff this still makes for a fairly uninteresting
zombie book with subpar writing. At least that's my opinion on it.

Brainycat says

I bought the trilogy based on recommendations I found on another forum. I made it 64% of the way through
before giving up. It really wants to be a great story, but it gets bogged down by over explanations. The
character development reminded me of Robert Jordan - give each character Their One Trait, then never pass
up a chance to cut'n'paste The One Trait into the narrative, even if it breaks the flow of the story.

The action is thin and predictable, but I kept reading through it expecting the characters to become
interesting. Unfortunately, I never felt emotionally invested in the characters, and by a third of the way
through I decided I was going to give it another third to become interesting. Not only did it not get
interesting, it started reading like a young adult romance. Not my thing, though if the sales figures for
Twilight are any indication I must be in the minority.

The writing style is very expository. It felt a little droll; like reading an objective recollection rather than
fighting side by side with our heroines while society collapses around them. The author 'tells' more than
'shows', which is fine but I like a more vivid, descriptive style in my horror.

Obviously, a lot of people like this book so please give it a try. I found it VERY reasonably priced at kobo.
Readers like me, who enjoy vivid violence, gore and sex and uniquely quirky characterization will be
disappointed. However, if you like your romance and horror "PG" I expect you would like this a lot.
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Carol. says

At the heart of it, aren't most zombie books/movies the same? The crisis starts and the challenge becomes
dodging flesh eaters while reuniting and rediscovering humanity. One of the things I love about the
apocalypse is that everyone is prey. Division of sexes, ages, races, sexualities all become so arbitrary when
it's human versus undead. What do people do then? Further divide or overcome difference?

This book? Cherry Twizzlers all the way, baby. You know, you eat one and it's cherry goodness, so maybe
you have another because you're hungry and are working a 12 hour shift. Kind of satisfying to chomp on.
And before you know it, you've eaten half a bag of licorice and suddenly feel vaguely ill, still hungry and
wondering why on earth you ate all that licorice?

For a nice overview, check Andrea's review: http://www.goodreads.com/review/show/... She's right,
characterization is rather awful. There's numerous logical problems and there's a large helping of zombie
tropes. Word choice was simple and at the proverbial sixth-grade level of adult eduction material. There was
a terribly awkward four-way love/sex interest. And yet.

And yet I still couldn't put it down, except when I had to take a break because I was getting too apprehensive
about the hordes of zombies chasing our heroines.

I guess if you include zombies, a married lesbian and a German shepherd puppy, I can forgive a lot.

Leea says

After finishing The First Days the first book in the As the World Dies trilogy. I came to one conclusion about
all Zombie books. The main characters have only two choices in this world:

Plan A. Let what happened crush you, or in Jenni and Katie's case let the lose of those you love bring you to
inaction. Then ultimately you will join the reanimated dead.

Plan B. You could put your big girl panties on and fight with everything you have.

They had to keep calm. They had to keep strong. They had to survive. It was as easy as that.

Well, i'm all for Plan B, I mean what's the fun in letting the walking dead have all the fun. I'm sure glad that
Jenni and Katie wen't with Plan B because it made for one entertaining read. Gruesome, graphic, realistic and
at times hilarious were some of the finer points in The First Days. Sometimes post apocalyptic books can be
very serious to read, but this book was fun, had me at the edge of my seat and had me thinking about my
favorite show, Walking Dead and comparing the two.
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The Characters:

“It’s okay to cry now,” Katie murmured. Jenni covered her face with her hands and wept. For
her dead children, for the dead world, and for her newfound freedom…

At first our cast of characters is not large. We have Katie, who on her way to work was attacked by a zombie
an older man saved her and she later found her wife turned. Katie runs (literally) into Jenni who in shock is
being chased by her children and husband that have turned. These two women from vastly different worlds
are thrown together in a situation that no one is prepared for. Both have issues and baggage but find an
instant connection to each other. They decided to make there way together, to trust the other and to fight with
everything they have. Both reeling from the loss of the ones they love, they find shelter within a gun store.
This is where the action begins and relationships are formed. In this new world, living is the only choice they
all have. I don't want to go into too much detail and ruin the fun but we meet some interesting characters
along the way. One of my favorites is Travis and Juan. Oh, Juan... you sly devil you snuck right up on me
with your undercover hotness and in the end stole my heart.

The Plot

“It’s not the end, Katie. Just the next step,” Ralph finally said. “We are all acting like we’re at
a funeral,” Katie decided with a sigh. “I think we are. The funeral of the world. And we’re the
mourners, the survivors, picking up the pieces and finding a way to move on,”

The story is not totally unique but what I enjoyed was seeing the 'outbreak' from the moment it hit, reading
the emotions and thought processes of Jenni and Katie. Parts were scary but Jenni and Katie always included
that little joke or funny comment to make then feel realistic in a way that some people use humor to quash a
stressful situation. Loved seeing how Jenni used her vast knowledge of Zombie movies to teach Katie how to
kill the undead and what they need most of all to survive, guns and ammo. Again, I don't want to spoil
anything but I really enjoyed taking this journey with Jenni and Katie.

This book was not without it's faults and here are something that did bother me. Ms. Frater is clear from the
beginning that Katie is a lesbian and It was refreshing to read about her loving relationship with her wife. At
a point in the book (view spoiler) I did get over this towards the end of the book but It still bothered me.

In conclusion, I loved this book, it was fun and entertaining to read. The true testiment is my rushing into the
second book in the Trilogy, Fighting to Survive. I cannot wait to read more...

Some of my favorite Jenni and Katie funny quotes:

“Daddy, what are they?”
“I don’t know. I don’t know. The damn Russkies are behind it, I know. We never could trust
them. Everyone else is saying terrorists, but I’m telling you, Katie, the Soviet Union never
really died.”
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“We’re meals on wheels,” Jenni said with a bitter laugh. “Chewy center is what it’s all
about,” Katie said gloomily.

“So, basically, I’m risking my life because you pansies don’t want to pick up tampons,”
she said, arching her eyebrow critically.
All three nodded. “Yep.”
“Pretty much.”
“Uh-huh.”

Also, I got to read this book with my buddy Wendy F. and we had a blast chatting out way through this book.
Thanks Wendy! This is you and me (or Katie and Julie) kicking some Zombie *ss!!!

Ian says

This book reminds me of so many movies. It’s Thelma & Louise meets Mr & Mrs Smith meets Pulp Fiction
meets The Killer meets The Day of the Triffids.

It’s something of a Bullet Ballet with two very cool heroines killing zombies in just about every way
imaginable. Everything from bull bars to shovels and of course bullets. There is so much carnage in this
book that it becomes cartoonish which is pretty much par for the course with zombies.

It’s over the top, up in your face, and pretty damned funny.

Karen says

I really wanted to like this book. The imagery is striking, but the writing left a lot to be desired. It felt barely
edited, and the quality of the writing kept pulling me out of the story. I couldn't stay interested because from
the beginning, small details kept confusing me. The whole part with the baby fingers under the door was so
convoluted. We kept jumping from the husband to the other kid to the baby and how she felt about the house
and random mentions of blood and it felt way overdone. This attempt at dramatic exposition fell flat. Instead
of drawing me in, I felt uninterested and really unimpressed.

Pros: Like I said, liked the imagery. In particular, Katie chased by zombies down the highway between
vehicles full of people who have no idea what's going on and Jenni standing on her porch watching her
family claw at the doors and windows. I really wish it had been written better and with a lot less of the
wooden dialogue and inner monologue. I might have enjoyed it then.
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Jess says

As a woman with a taste for apocalypse stories, I went into this novel with high hopes. After the first two
chapters, I knew I should stop reading but I finished anyway. What spurred me on was the potential this book
had - two female protagonists who survive and flourish during a zombie apocalypse? Count me in!

Unfortunately, the quality of the prose was severely lacking. Frater often repeats herself and falls into the
age-old trap of telling, not showing when it comes to emotion and character development. There are often
lengthy asides into a character's thoughts and feelings that are boring and derail the action while failing to
advance their development or flesh out their characterization. While Katie had some consistency throughout
the novel, Jenni had no clearly defined characterization and behaves in whatever way suits the author's needs
in the scene.

As for the action, it lacked the true tension between survival and certain death. Some moments were certainly
fraught with danger, but overall, things always seemed to work out too conveniently for the ladies. Accepting
the impending apocalypse early with enough time to escape the city, befriending a gun store owner and his
sniper wife, finding a city with a fully constructed fort right as they run out of gas -- their serendipitous luck
leaves much of the action flat and unexciting.

The novel also deals peripherally with queerness in Katie, a bisexual woman who choses to pass as gay.
Slurs are often thrown her way, and she is threatened with corrective rape more than once. A romantic
relationship with Jenni, whom she shares a close friendship with, is played off as a joke. There are some
people of color who play minor roles, but their representation relies heavily on stereotypes.

With bland characters, bland action, no plot-driven narrative, and poor writing, I will neither be
recommending or rereading this book.

Bonnie says

Interested in more of my reviews? Visit my blog!

No one… except for Rhiannon Frater. Her vision of a Zombie Apocalypse was far more gruesome, gory,
slightly funny and violently delightful.

The Characters
Katie is an ex-prosecutor (in pre-zombie days) who was married to the love of her life, Lydia. When Katie
drove back home to get Lydia, well… Lydia was in the front yard chewing on the mailman. So, Lydia didn’t
make it past the first day so Katie flees and seeks shelter somewhere and ends up running into Jenni.

Jenni (with an i, and don't you forget it) is a stay at home mom who was in an abusive relationship and
mighty unhappy with life in general. When she wakes up the morning the zombies first rose, she discovered
her husband shoving chunks of her baby’s flesh into his mouth. Not exactly an ideal situation to wake up to
first thing in the morning! There’s also a moment involving tiny fingers that will make several appearances
throughout the book. I’ll let you discover that for yourself.

Jenni kinda drove me nuts. She was so odd sometimes, being a completely freaked out whiny chick one
minute and then laughing maniacally and stabbing zombies in the head the next minute. And ironically, Maja
and Wendy both claim that Jenni reminds her of me, minus the craziness. Suuuurrrreeee, guys.
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Katie was odd too and I think the writing focused entirely way too much on her ‘lesbianism’, not that I’m
against it, it’s just the town and the people had wayyyy too big of an issue with it and it kind of started to
wear on me after a point.

Insta-Love and Love Triangles
But of course some insta-love and the occasional love triangle needs to be tossed in, why not? Insta-love
pretty much makes my eye all twitchy so when this situation developed I was quite irritated. Not only was
their insta-love but a love triangle to boot. I? Was not a happy camper.

So we have Jenni who falls madly in love with Travis (instantly) and OF COURSE Travis loves Katie
(instantly). *yawn* Where’s a zombie when ya need one? But once Jenni realizes that Travis loves Katie she
(instantly) falls for Juan and they end up hooking up in a janitor’s closet. Hmm… need I say more? I think
not.

The Writing
So I didn’t realize this until I was towards the end of the book that this was actually a self-published novel
(there is a newer published version that's super shiny and new for those of you who are interested), which I
can see in retrospect. It’s definitely one of the better self-published novels that I’ve read and I did really
enjoy it. The action scenes were spot on intense, scary, and extremely ghastly.

Once the book began focusing on the living and everyone was settling down building up walls and doing all
kinds of normal stuff… the book went a little downhill for me. The interactions between the characters
weren’t all that natural and it came out sounding stiff and unbelievable at times. I began hoping that a
zombie would show up and eat someone.

The first half of the book (or so) was a solid 4 stars for me but the second half really lost some steam so I’m
settling on a solid 3 star rating. The ending wasn’t exactly a clean wrap-up so I feel like I stopped at the end
of the chapter, rather than the end of a book. Will I be continuing the series? Most likely.

Giselle says

Zombie stories are my guilty pleasure. They're exciting, full of action, gory, but they terrify me to bits.
Surviving a zombie apocalypse is no easy feat. So, as expected, I read this with my heart pounding from start
to finish, knowing that these people are most likely doomed no matter what, because zombies always win…
always. It was such a rush!!

An incredibly frightening zombie story- The First Days, as the title conveys, starts at the very beginning of a
zombie apocalypse. People are getting bitten, then turn on others to feed. No one knows what's happening,
but after Jenni sees her family succumb to this horror, she flees. This is not easy for her. Being a mother
myself, that beginning is incredibly heartbreaking. I just kept imagining being in her shoes, seeing my
children turn into monsters in front of my eyes. Uncomprehending. The tangible emotions in this story is a
big part of why it's such a chilling read. It makes it extremely realistic. The setting, the pace, the reactions;
it's all how I imagine it would happen if the zombocalypse were to start today. It really makes you think.

We meet a lot of different types of personalities during this story. The panicked, the determined, the optimist,
and the destroyed. Rhiannon greatly portrays how society would react to such terror. Our protagonists are
two strong females who go through remarkable depths to help each other, as well as strangers they meet
down the road. These women are incredibly intelligent. They don't let their emotions turn them incompetent-
which is the only way you're able to survive in this new world. I grew immensely fond of both of them. I
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even felt like I knew them; they were so real. We also have a band of eccentric supporting characters who
make their way into these women's lives. Each one adds a little bit of charm, even humor, to this otherwise
somber story. I didn't care much for the added romance in the novel at first, though. It felt a tad artificial,
mostly due to its hastiness. However, I realized afterwards that people in such situations would have a
tendency to develop feelings at an accelerated pace, hence making theirs probable. It also does give a nice
breather from the constant anxiety and panic, so it was never seen as a negative point.

Zombie movies are all about horror and gore, but The First Days is so much more. You will grow to know
and care for these people. You will see how, in a zombie world, new rules have to apply, hard choices have
to be made, you can't take ANYTHING for granted, and no one is safe, ever. It will strip you to the core!

--
For more of my reviews, visit my blog at Xpresso Reads

Jenni Arndt says

You can read all of my reviews at Alluring Reads.

I bought the first days after reading many glowing reviews on GoodReads, I went into it with pretty high
expectations. I wouldn't say I was let down per se, but my expectations definitely were not met with this one.
The First Days by Rhiannon Frater is about two women essentially banding together to face an unexpected
zombie apocolypse. It chronicles their journey to save Jenni's stepson and get to a safe haven in a small
Texas town. The book started off with a bang! The opening scene was gut wrenching and heartbreaking all in
one and it got me super excited for what was to come.

Lets start off with what I liked about this book. I liked the zombie scenes, I liked the girls kicking some ass
and not taking any names. There's something about two bad ass chicks warding off hordes of zombies that is
just so cool, and those parts of the book were great (I really wish there was more.)

Now for what I didn't like. There was way too many filler emotional scenes for my taste. If I had to read
about what someone was feeling in that exact moment one more time I was ready to snap. I understand it's a
zombie apocolypse and people are going through some stuff and don't know how to deal with it, but I wanted
more action and little less emotion. I also despised Jenni, and I mean I loathed her. One day she is witnessing
the most horrific thing a mother could ever witness and 24 hours later she has turned into a 14 year old
schoolgirl flirting with the first man she sees. Yes, I know she had it rough in her marriage, but something
like that sticks with you, for a few days AT LEAST. I found her dialogue and actions to be irritating as all
hell. Another aspect that I don't understand is why Katies real sexuality was kept a secret for the first half of
the book, why was that necessary? For me the connections in this book felt way too forced and everyone
came onto eachother way too strong for me to find it believable.

That being said, the action scenes were pretty sweet, but definitely few and far between. I don't think I'll be
recommending this one to anyone looking for an Alluring Read.

Rhiannon Frater says

I wrote this novel, so I've read it more times than I care to count. I think I almost have it memorized. :)
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Stacia (the 2010 club) says

Back by request. It's time for another game of :

THIS was round 1.

Onward to round 2. *Edit* All spoiler tags are safe to click on. The tags are only here for the purpose of the
game.

Although, really, this could have been "dude" round 2. More than a few instances had me thinking the word
again. How could you not, when there's blood and guts flying everywhere?

And here we go...

An abused housewife is forced to leave her house in a hurry when her jackhole husband and two children
(one of whom was a toddler) become zombies and are trying to chew her face off.

Should she get in the truck with an unknown woman who just pulled in up in her yard and get the heck out of
dodge? (view spoiler)
Should she try to run on foot? (view spoiler)

Along the way, these newly bonded "sisters" make a few stops, getting into trouble at every turn. They learn
to become killers and are forced to put a bullet (or a car bumper) into any infected humans along the way.

As a zombie horde attempts to block the women's escape to safety, they get on a CB radio and find possible
shelter up ahead in a walled-off construction area.

Should they try to run over as many zombies as they can and keep going until they can stop somewhere safe
and analyze their next move? (view spoiler)
Should they forge ahead and take their chances at trying to get up the walls into "safe zone?" (view spoiler)

Life behind the wall is crazy but somewhat safe for now. Two interesting men rush to Jenni and Katie's aid.
Confusion sets in as to which people might be interested in each other. Adding to the confusion is the fact
that Katie seems to be finding herself bonding with a man, yet she just lost her wife to the zombie virus.
Nobody knows what to do.

Are you okay with seeing some potential romance come out of a post-apocalyptic and horror story? (view
spoiler)
Are you somewhat opposed to romance infecting your entertaining bloodbath? (view spoiler)
Are you strongly opposed to romance infecting your entertaining bloodbath? (view spoiler)

I won't tell you how it ends but can say this : If you are a fan of the t.v. show The Walking Dead, you gotta
pick up this book. As I was reading, I felt like I was immersed in an episode of the show. Huge Bonus -
there's NO Lori or Carl! Yes, there's a bit of back-and-forth love drama, but come on...some of us chicks like
a bit of sappiness in between scenes of death and destruction.

If you are a fan of the book Angelfall (...and if you haven't read it yet, what are you waiting for? This book
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lives up to the hype.) then you'll probably like The First Days. I think Angelfall was a little bit better and not
quite as gory, but the reason I'm comparing the books is because both books seem to have a little bit of
everything. Whether you like action, adventure, violence, being on the run, romance, etc. you'll have fun
reading either book. First Days is more adult though, so expect the violence and sex to be turned up just a
notch.

Some people might have had hesitant feeling about all of the instantaneous and deep connections being
formed between all of the characters in the book, but I think in a world swallowed by chaos, you're more
likely to be forced into a situation where you have to rely on people quicker than usual. I liked how in this
book, the survivors were willing to help each other. You often don't see that in post-apocalyptic books where
people are forced to fend for themselves.

The wheels of destiny had turned, and a new reality was being spun into existence.

a says

Could it be? Is this really a zombie novel with two bad ass heroines kicking butt and taking names? Oh. No.
It isn't.

I'll give Frater credit where credit is due: this story starts off like a really awesome slap in the face. We're
introduced to Jenni, who is staring at the tiny baby fingers of her toddler son reaching under a crack in her
door. Why? Because her abusive and zombified husband is having him for a snack. Her other son has been
bitten by her husband, too, and is trying to claw out of the house via the window to take a chunk out of
mommy. Jenni is only saved when Lesbian Katie (more on this in a minute) rolls up and gets her into the
truck before she becomes zombie lunchmeat. Then, I'm afraid, begins the agonizing spiral into What The
Shit Is This Land.

Here are the problems with this book:

- Characterization:

Jenni, you suck. After Jenni is rescued and she and Katie find a place to hole up for a while, she offers
herself up to Lesbian Katie. I get it in a way. Coming from an abusive household, one might safely assume
that Jenni has been brainwashed into thinking that she's nothing but a puppet for the needs of other people.
Since Katie is the one that rescued her, it might be logical for Jenni to assume that sex is the price for safety
and protection, making it really easy to not see this situation for what it is, which is just the first in a long line
of scenarios in which Jenni thinks with her netherparts instead of her brain. Jenni's all-consuming goal of
getting laid is so overwhelming for her that she forgets that she has a stepson that she needs to rescue (which,
if I'm being honest, feels like just an impetus for Frater to insert a fancy action sequence into her story
because her stepson is basically pointless after his rescue) and that she's lost her two sons less than a week
prior. In short: abort, abort, abort.

Katie, you don't suck as much as Jenni. You're Diet Suck. I have dubbed Katie Lesbian Katie because ninety
percent of the narrative about her is about her sexuality. In fact, the parts about her read less like a zombie
novel and more like shitty dialogue in a Lifetime movie about gay acceptance. No, really, it gets so bad that
Lesbian Katie goes out of her way to have a completely inappropriate and, frankly, pointless conversation
about her sexuality with Jenni's adolescent stepson. She entrusted a fifteen year old the secret of her
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bisexuality; the whole bit felt more like an unnecessary scene for Frater to explain Katie's blossoming
attraction with a man, when, if it had been kept out of the book, the story would not have been lacking.

Also, Frater's dudes sound like ladies. You know how annoying Bella Swan was in Twilight mooning over
Edward? That was basically every male character in this book.

- Story:

One thing that Frater did really well was make sure that there was a lot of action. I liked that part about her
writing because with the limited wriggle room available with zombie lore, stories can become dull or
repetitive, which makes interpersonal relationships between characters necessary. Here is the problem. Much
of the story focused on a stupid love quadrangle - Jenni loves cock (Travis', first), Travis loves Lesbian
Katie, Juan loves Jenni, Katie wants to mourn her undead wife in peace - which was given far more
importance than it should have. I was much more intrigued with the politics of the little community that
Jenni and Katie found themselves in instead of a dumb game of elementary school Love Connection.

- General issues:

Every single character says, "Gawd" instead of "God". So it was pages of, "Oh my Gawd," and "Gawd, that's
terrible," from every single character. I realize that this was a stylistic choice by Frater, but it made me want
to punch puppies when every single character started to sound like an unintelligent Scarlett O'Hara.

It was super cute when Juan gave Jenni the nickname Loca. It stopped being cute around the four hundredth
time he went out of his way to call her Loca. It made me wonder if Frater has ever had a conversation with a
real person because every single sentence was peppered with her name, unnecessarily. Things he actually
said: "You're loca, Loca." Shut up. The only redeeming quality about Juan is that I couldn't unsee him as
Kevin Alejandro in my head:

Execution of the story in general was pretty bad. I had comprehension problems with the way Frater
described things, but I didn't expect so much when I realized this book was a self-published deal. And it's no
wonder. Gawd.

Buggy says

On the heels of my Walking Dead obsession, THE FIRST DAYS fit the bill perfectly and I would
recommend it to anyone who’s a fan of the zombie genre. From the very first page I was hooked, I mean how
could you not be both intrigued and freaked out by passages like this …

“Tiny fingers. So small. So very, very small. The fingers pressed under the front door of her home were so
very small. She couldn’t stop staring at those baby fingers straining frantically to reach her as she stood
shivering on the porch.”

Jeez, and it only gets better too. Fast paced, scary and gore filled, Rhiannon Frater has created an imaginative
and haunting new world here and I wasn't ever entirely sure where she was going to go with it. She never lets
the pace up either; every chapter has some form of chaos, action or horror involved. Probably because this
was first written as an online serial (later self published and now released by Tor books) There’s also hints of
humour (mostly in the absurd) romance, and a multitude of new and interesting Zombie personalities. Old
granny zombie comes to mind, still clutching her very much alive cat as it tries to claw its way free from her
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arms.

Both the main characters are unique and interesting. Jenni is pretty screwed up and had a tendency to be all
over the place (huh?) but I still found it refreshing to read about a zombie apocalypse from the female
perspective. (Think Thelma and Louise meet George A Romero) All the secondary characters they contact
along the way (living and dead) leave lasting impressions too and I can’t wait to continue on with this
trilogy.

The story begins with those tiny fingers; they belong to Jennie’s baby who, along with her young son has just
been eaten by her abusive husband. All three have risen, transformed forever into ravenous zombies. Just as
her husband manages to break through the living room window a truck pulls up, the female driver yelling at
her to get in. The driver is Katie, a former prosecutor who has just lost her wife but somehow in the mayhem
managed to secure a truck, a weapon and a dog. The two form an instant bond and hit the road, trying to get
out of the infested city.

With no real plan Jenni suddenly remembers that she has a stepson away at camp so they head out to rescue
him. Throughout this read our characters kept having revelations; like sexual orientation or how many
members are in the family. This was somewhat annoying but at least it kept me guessing. Before long Katie
and Jenni discover the joys of watching zombie heads explode, how the rules (established in the movies)
don’t necessarily apply and to what means their world has changed forever.

They eventually meet other survivors; a husband and wife team holed up in a gun store and a large group of
refugees building a walled fort in a small Texas town -where the girls decide to settle. Here we meet Travis
and Juan, the love interests and leaders who set about establishing a new safe community while the dead
scratch endlessly at the outside walls and the survivors slowly begin to turn on each other. Cheers
287jb4

Karla says

4 Disturbing Intriguing Stars!

"So small. So very, very small.
The tiny fingers clawed desperately under the edge of the door.
Straining fingers. Straining to reach her.
"Benjamin, please stop," she whispered."

This was disgustingly good! Two women, Jenni and Katie, find each other among the chaos of the walking
dead, both have lost everything dear to them. This is the story their survival, finding others who live, and
creating a new life in the face of death! Great read anytime, but with Halloween right around the
corner...well just sayin'!

Very well written, descriptive to the point that I was nearly gagging, but then after a while it became
amusing and exciting. I was clutching Kip so tight and wanted to kill the zombies myself...pop some heads!
On to book 2...with an ending of "The worst was yet to come…" lordy, lordy I can't imagine it could get
much more horrific, but I guess it does and I NEED to find out what happens, although I am a little scared
for my zombie hunting friends!

Thanks Sunny for the rec, not only are you a connoisseur in all things monster porn, you know your
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apocalyptic fiction too!!

Kim says

I absolutely loved this book. Love, love love it.

In less than a day, the world dies, when it gets taken over by zombies. Yes, zombies. The idea alone made
me laugh as well. Until I read this book. My smile faded pretty quickly.

This is the story of two different women, who come from different worlds, who somehow manage to from a
bond that runs deeper than blood. Together, they are stronger, smarter, and better. I feel about as fiercely
protective of Katie and Jenni as they do of each other, despite their many flaws (god, I love flaws).

I've been on the edge of my seat for this entire book, a constant roller coaster of emotions. I felt scared,
anxious, nervous, relieved, happy, thrilled, angry, sad, everything. This book exhausted me emotionally and I
can honestly say there isn't a single dull moment within these pages. Not one!

This is not for the fainthearted. Heads get blown of, intestines are used as accessories, rotting flesh, walking
undead,... Full on zombie shit. The author does not gloss over it and it fits the story perfectly.

The characters felt very real. They react the way humans are supposed to, by making selfish decisions, as
well as very brave ones. Relationships get built fast, but in a way that can only happen in exceptionally
extreme situations.

What surprised me the most was a scene near the end of this book. The zombies crave the flesh of the living,
and will stop at nothing to get it. They are mindless killing machines, who try to get to their goal, whatever
the cost. And still, that idea is less horrible, less horrifying, and less disgusting than what a few surviving
humans did. It made me sick to my stomach, and that's saying something, if you've been up to your elbows in
intestines. I won't say more about it, because I want you to experience this yourself.

I recommend this book to everybody. Yes, it's gory, yes there are some pretty disgusting things going on
here, but this is a really good story. Please, just read this.

Carolyn Storer says

"The First Days" is the first book in a new zombie series by Rhiannon Frater. Originally self-published all
three books in the series are now being released by Tor US in fairly quick succession. As soon as I heard
about this series I knew I had to read it, and squealed with delight when Tor offered me the first book to
review - well, you know how much a love the zombies ;)

"The First Days" is an action-packed, character-driven novel and was immensely enjoyable and fun to read. I
had difficulty putting it down. The writing also seemed to get better and better as the book progressed.

From literally the first page, Frater pulled me in and never let go. I went on an epic journey with two
amazing women and it was scary, funny and exhilarating.
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What I loved about Frater's writing was her ability to give her characters life. Her portrayal of Jenni, an
abused an beaten wife who watches her husband eat her children alive and Katie, a lesbian lawyer who is
nearly eaten by her wife, is just superb. I really cared about these two women.

The plot is fab too. It's not original in the sense that there are zombies and people are fighting to stay alive, as
this has been done before, but the author does manage to give it a breath of fresh air by having two females
as her protagonists.

Jenni's transformation from a downtrodden victim of marital abuse to that of a gun-toting zombie-killing
machine was moving as well as, at times, hilarious. However, although Jenni is definitely unhinged this is
shown to the reader through her actions and dialogue - it isn't spelled out to us. We garner all the information
we need from the characters themselves and I loved this, it made them more real.

Life for Jenni was already tragic before the zombie apocalypse but now it's just downright catastrophic, it's
almost laughable. And laugh she does, especially when she's splitting a zombies head in two with a bullet.

Katie's character is great too, and if I had to choose she is the one I connected with the most. She's down to
earth, strong and independent. She keeps things together and seems a lot more sane than Jenni.

Katie and Jenni have a lot of scars emotionally and physically and both are traumatised. But they can
certainly look after themselves and they both realise they are stronger than they thought, especially Jenni, but
I think a lot of her strength is coming from a little craziness and I'm interested to see if she changes in
subsequent books, or if this is just how she is now.

The only aspect I didn't like about Katie's character was the sudden change in her sexual orientation - it gets
a bit of a shake up half way through the novel and I didn't know about it. I felt as though I had been kept in
the dark along with the other characters and I didn't like it. There was no need to keep this aspect of Katie's
story secret from the reader and I must admit I felt a bit duped - as I'm sure Katie's friends will when they
find out.

The other small niggle I had was as the story moved forward it did become a little too focused on Katie and
as this started out as a female duo, I missed Jenni.

However, these are very small annoyances, ultimately "The First Days" had me thrilled, excited, sad and
happy as I read the ups and downs of these peoples lives. Characters come and go throughout the novel, but
they always leave a lasting memory.

Katie and Jenni fight their way through hordes of flesh eating zombies with a dog and Jenni's step son. They
eventually find a group of people who are rebuilding their world, even if it's a smaller and more insular one,
by fortifying their town. It's a huge effort but most pitch in.

Although, as with life, there are the stupid ones, the ignorant ones and the thugs who want to rebel against
change and what is happening or don't want to believe that they are now living with the walking dead who
want to eat them alive. Some think that all the undead need is a little medical attention *idiots*. This attitude
bugs me no end and I always relish when one of them gets eaten, just so I can be smug and say "see, not
medical attention" ;)

VERDICT:

"The First Days" is just SO good. It's a really fab addition to the zombie genre and I can't wait to follow
Katie and Jenni's story with 'Fighting to Survive' and then 'Seige' - if you love strong characters, exciting plot
and of course zombies then I'm sure you will love this.
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Ashley - The Bookish Brunette says

OH. MY. GOD. Where do I start? From the very FIRST paragraph- I was hooked!

Jenni- with an 'i' is standing on her front porch staring at "tiny fingers" trying to claw their way out from
underneath the front door. Her terror IS MY terror from the very beginning, as she recounts the events of her
family being transformed into flesh eating zombies before her very eyes.

Her abusive husband had come home the night before claiming that a homeless man had bitten him, slept on
the couch and Jenni was awakened by the terrifying screams of her 3 year old son being eaten by his father.
(Literally- I am almost trembling just remembering it.)

As Jenni is standing, paralyzed with fear and shock on her porch as her 12 year old 'now ZOMBIE' son is
about to break through the window- Katie, a stranger in a beat-up white pick-up truck flies into her yard
yelling for her to get in the truck.

Jenni barely makes it into the truck as her once precious son, whose last act was unknowingly sacrificing
himself to his zombie father in his mother's place.

Amidst the chaos that has now claimed the United States, there are few places of sanctuary for the 'living'.
After Katie and Jenni risk their lives and save Jenni's step-son, they make their way to Ashley Oaks (Um
WIN... Fab choice in names!)

In Ashley Oaks... comes Travis (the name 'Travis' says it all doesn't it?) The picture of perfection- but which
woman will he fall for? Killing zombies, going on rescue missions... in the midst of a Zombie Apocalypse is
there even a chance for romance?

There is nowhere to go. There is no escape. The zombies are everywhere. The First Days is terrifyingly
realistic and vividly horrifying, this book is feverish and electrifying- AMAZING in every sense of the word.


