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This acclaimed study challenges the assumption that great women artists are exceptions to the rule who
transcended their sex to produce major works of art. While acknowledging the many women whose
contributions to visual culture since the Middle Ages have often been neglected, Whitney Chadwick's survey
reexamines the works themselves and the ways in which they have been perceived as marginal, often in
direct reference to gender. In her discussion of feminism and its influence on such areappraisal, the author
also addresses the closely related issues of ethnicity, class, and sexuality.

This expanded edition incorporates recent devel opmentsin contemporary art. Chadwick addresses the turn
toward autobiography in much recent women's art. She considers issues such as the personal versus the
political and the private versus the public, and analyzes the differences between women's art today and the
seminal feminist work of the 1970s and 1980s.
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Jennpants says

At times afairly overwhemling survey: it covers art from the middle ages up to 2006. While highlighting
some of the more widely recognized women artists over the ages (Sofonisba, Gentileschi, Niki de Saint
Phalle, Nanci Spero, Cindy Sherman, etc) it does also highlight others -- including a range of artists activein
non-western countries, artists identifying as | esbian/not-straight, and women of color (Mine Okubo, Y ayoi
Kusama, Kimsooja, Lee Bul, Shirin Neshat, etc).

Artist histories interspersed with critical feminist theory -- awhirlwind art history book that | found myself
able to read without losing interest.

Jez says

This book isacollege classic, but it really just gives an overview. A good place to start for research, but
expect cursory attention given to all but the biggest names.

Gabrielle Carolina says

Completely interesting from a historical angle, but often | felt the writing really lacked.

Annie says

Thiswas a pretty decent book. | definitely learned about a few new women from history that | hadn't heard
before (none of the big names, naturally). One caveat: the title needs "Western" in there somewhere. Thisisa
book pretty much solely dedicated to Western women and their art. Chadwick doesn't even start discussing
Russian women until it comes to the turn of the 20th century and the revolution (which had alarge impact on
the Western world). Otherwise, good.

Joe Higgins says

Not exactly a page turner, as this sort of thing usually needs to cater to the freshman text trade, and pay
respects to the academic/feminist/cultural studies tenure track convo as well, but relatively free of post-
modernist jargon. And filled with detail and insight about the artists that art history loves to ignore. As such,
it'satidy little overview of some of the issues and societal shifts that have kept all but the least well-behaved
(and most talented) women out of the history books. Also: not likely to, nor intended to, make you proud to
carry aY chromosome.
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Bookaholic says

Women, Art and Society de Whitney Chadwick (Thames and Hudson, ajuns?in 2012 laa cincea edi?i€) nu
s-atradusin roman?, dar sper s? se traduc? la un moment dat pentru c? este o poveste pasionant?, scris? cu
nerv 7 implicare, despre vie?ile ?i operele unor artiste excep?ionale 2 pan? de curand ignorate de
intemeietorii canonului.

Sigur mul?i dintre noi ne-am pus la un moment dat Tntrebarea ,, De ce istoria artei occidentale n-atnregistrat
nume de mari pictori?e, a?a cum af?cut-o cu marii pictori” (pentru cine se intereseaz? de subiect, exist? un
eseu celebru, din anii 70, criticabil, dar important, care se nume?te chiar a?a: Why Have There Been No
Great Women Artists)

Se poate r?spunde in multe feluri: fie pentru c? abilitatea de a picta magistral este un har pe care natura,
Dumnezeu sau extratere?trii n-au binevoit s?-1 dea decét b?rba?ilor (vi se pare un r?spuns medieval? la uite
ce zice acest respectabil domn pictor contemporan.)

Fie pentru c? diversele tipuri de condi?ion?ri socio-culturale le-au Tmpiedicat pe femeile occidentale din
clasa de mijloc s? exercite la capacit?? maxime aceast? meserie. (recenzie:
http://bookaholic.ro/o-carte-despre-m...)

Matthew says

An excellent history of women's often overlooked contribution to the visual arts. A book that is still standard
reading for art historians.

Tania S. says

Desactualizado (hay una enorme laguna respecto al arte de los Ultimos veinte-treinta afios).

Martha Anne Davidson says

Whitney Chadwick's book entitled Women, Art, and Society (4th ed., 2007) has been a very good read. The
book was suggested reading for alecture series on Women in Art/Art of Women given by Dr. Karen Pope,
art historian, as part of her Art inSight "Adventuresin Art History" activities
(http://www.artinsight.info/artinsight...). In the book, part of the Thames & Hudson World of Art series,
Chadwick surveys "Art History and the Woman Artist" from the Middle Ages through the first decade of the
twenty-first century. A new fifth edition (2012) extends the history even closer to our present time.
Encompassing scores of artists and hundreds of illustrations, many in color, the book is a beautiful reading
experience. Although the focusis on the social and especially the political/feminist context of the woman
artist, the reader also learns a great deal about art history in general. Chadwick, a Professor Emerita of Art at
San Francisco State University, presents a scholarly study that also speaksto a more general interested
reader. Definitely agood read. [ Posted to Goodreads 12/23/16.]
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Beth A says

Have read most of this book and it was really good, skipping around; wanna start from the beginning and
read it all.

Christy Sherrill says

Ahh, Dr. Kontars Class. She is awoman who continuing calm made the study of this subject so interesting.
She did her homework and if not knowledgeable on a subject would comeback to class with information. She
often had information to give that was not in the book.

I know | am supposed to commenting on the book, so is was definitely added to my knowledge of women in
art history. Though | am glad | read it at the end of my college career in which | had study many semesters of
art history. So that the normal history facts were already know, and what is not normally mentioned in art
history stood out.

Olivia says

Utterly fascinating. Obsessed with the history of feminist art, | loveit.

Jessica Watson says

Asan art history student | found thisis afascinating and essential read, particularly as mentions of female
artistsin class were only notable by the Impressionist period; and even then, it was only Mary Cassatt and
Berthe Merisot who were privileged enough to achieve an acknowledgement. | wish my lecturers would read
this.

crm says

Bought this book as foundation reading for course | teach on Women and the Art of Callecting: Isabella
Stewart Gardner, Helena Rubinstein, Peggy Guggenheim, Doris Duke and Barbara Hutton.

Ania Gaska says

| wish | had read this so much earlier than | had. How isit that | went through art school and wasn't familiar
with my art ancestors?! | was thrilled to read this and also furious that | haven't had the comfort and
confidence that this book brought much earlier.
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