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“And that’s not all. Somers is dead too … He poisoned himself … in the lounge!”

When the wealthy Cosmo Revere is killed by a falling tree, ex-CID officer John Franklin and Ludovic
Travers chance to be staying in the vicinity. After examining the scene Franklin determines it was no
accident. At the family lawyer’s request Franklin and Travers go undercover at Fenwold Hall, where the
dramatis personae, among others, include a bewitching niece, a blustering colonel, and a vicar with a
passion for amateur theatricals. Fenwold is a country house beset by secrets … and devious murder.

Murder at Fenwold was originally published in 1930. This new edition features an introduction by crime
fiction historian Curtis Evans.
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Kate says

For my full review click on the link below:
https://crossexaminingcrime.wordpress...

Eric says

First published in 1930, under this title in the UK, and, by Doubleday in the US as “The Death of Cosmo
Revere”, this is an interesting murder mystery featuring Ludovic Travers and John Franklin in
complementary roles.

Revere is found dead in the grounds of his family home, Fenwold Hall apparently killed by a falling tree.
Franklin finds cause to suspect murder.

On behalf of the American heir to the rich estate, Travers and Franklin masquerade as lawyer and
manservant so that the former can snoop above stairs and the latter amongst the servants and villagers.

A further murder takes place and evidence of other crimes emerges as the investigation progresses.

The book is well written and the setting is well-realised. The characters include the vampish Leila Fortresse,
the blustering Colonel Warren, the temperamental Captain Leeke, the bonhomous vicar, Haddowe, and
Castleton and Carter, two mercurial antiques dealers.

The book does slow down and sag rather in the middle, but the end is worth the wait as Bush always springs
a late surprise

A good read for lovers of English country house murders.

Solidly four stars.

John says

This is number 4 in the Ludo Travers series and is much better than the last one ( Dead Man Twice) although
still fairly complicated. Travers actually features in it as a main character and we, the readers, are getting to
know him a bit better. Him and Franklin go undercover in a big old country house to investigate the
"accidental" death of the local squire Cosmo Revere. Plenty of suspects, all of whom are characterised very
well. I particularly liked Royce the butler. A very clever plot and not your usual run-of-the-mill country
house mystery by any means.

Thoroughly enjoyable but this reader needed to keep his wits about him and occasionally had to go back half
a chapter when picking up the book the next day.
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Mike says

Golden Age!

Wonderful old classic! The path to the solutions were fantastically drawn out. And I’m sure that at the
climactic ‘aHA’ revelation was experienced by the hundreds of thousands previous over the years was much
the same as mine.
Brilliant!

Lesley says

Skimmed to end to find out whodunnit.


