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Second Chance Bride

When Daniel Gardner convinced the residents of his Kansas boom town to advertise for mail-order brides, he
never expected the woman he once loved to respond. But Leah Swann steps off the bride train... pregnant

and widowed and in need of a husband. Drawn to protect his fragile childhood friend, Daniel proposes a
marriage of convenience.

Seeing her one-time best friend waiting to meet the bride train is awonderful shock for Leah. After her first
rocky marriage, a practical partnership with Daniel sounds perfect—as long as her heart doesn't get involved.
But when she starts to fall for her husband, will her plans of a fresh start be ruined...or isarea marriage to
Daniel exactly what she needs?

Cowboy Creek: Bringing mail-order brides, and new beginnings, to a Kansas boom town.
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M egan says

Thiswas avery good read. | loved the surprise Leah, Daniel, and Will had when she arrived with the other
brides. There was a bit of amystery, who's trying to sabotage the town, and that really hasn't been solved.
Hopefully that'll be covered in the next two books, because I'm very curious about that. The ending was
sweet and I'm glad that | read this book.

4.5 stars

Susan Shearer says

| have read almost al of St. John's books and am never disappointed! And thisoneis no different. | stayed
up until 3AM to read it and was falling asleep, went to bed and then woke up and finished it.

From the beginning when we meet Daniel Gardner and Will Canfield waiting for the train with the brides we
are kept wanting to know more. Then the brides arrive....each different but looking for the same thing...love,
marriage, a husband and a new life. For Leah Swann it was a blessing from God. She found her old friends
Will and Daniel. They were childhood friends who had gone through events during the war that shaped their
lives, each differently.

Leah lost confidence in herself and her choices. Will and Daniel built atown with their friend Noah. Leah
wanted a husband for her unborn child and found that in her friend Daniel. They learned second chances was
what God had in mind of them and their friends. God brought them together and helped them through their
difficult times and showed them He is always watching over them.

Through the way you can't help but feel that if God can give others a second chance He can you.

I highly recommend this book filled with love...love of old friends, new friends and, like | said, second
chances. God isall for each of usto know He loves us and will be with usif we allow Him to do what He
does best....love us.

Rhonda says

4 STARS
Want Ad Wedding is set in Cowboy Creek, Kansas April 1868

Three friends after the civil war decide to start atown in Kansas. The Texastrail herds are coming up to their
town for the railroad.

Daniel Gardner convinced the town to send away for mail order brides. Lots of single men come out to meet
the first four woman.

Leah Swann isawidow and with child. She haslost her whole family. She hopes to find a good husband.
Sheis surprised to find two childhood friends Daniel and Will behind the town. In fact she was engaged to
Will at start of war but they broke up.
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Both Daniel and Will are glad to see Leah again. Leah when she sees them does not feel so alonein the
world anymore.

Thereisplenty of drama, mystery and it is fun to see them build their town. Someone is trying to Sabotage
the town.

| want to comeback and read more books in the Cowboy Creek series.

| was given this ebook to read for free from NetGalley and Harlequin. In return | agreed to give a honest
review of Want Ad Wedding.

Cheryl says

It has been awhile since | have read amail order bride themed story. | found this book to be very sweet and
charming. This book is agood start to this series. It was nice that Leah had afriend in Daniel. Heisa
gentleman. | like that he did not push Leah into the romance. So thisway | got to know them both better and
thustheir lovefelt real. A pleasant surprise was the referencesto God. Y e, this book is not preachy. The
town and the other folks of Cowboy Creek were nice as well. Although I liked this story, the townfolk and
the mail order brides, | did fed like this story was just that...charming. | wanted a little more than charming.
However | do look forward to reading more by this author and this series.

Heidi Robbins (Heidi Reads...) says

Once again | made the mistake of reading the books in a series out of order. | read the third book in the
Cowboy Creek seriesfirst, so | already had the background information that this book spends alot of time
providing. It does a thorough job of establishing the setting of the growing town and introducing all the main
players, which detracted a bit from the focus on Daniel and Leah's relationship. The plot fell alittle flat for
me since there isn't much tension, chemistry, or obstacles in their romance (though | really liked the
characters), and the altercations in the town don't get resolved since those plot lines are meant to last through
the entire series. I'm still excited to read the middle book to see how Will ends up with someone so different
from what he planned.

(I was provided a copy of this book by the publisher; al opinionsin thisreview are my own)

Paula-O says

LIH triolgy by three authors." Cowboy Creek”, #1 by Cheryl St John with Want Ad Wedding.

| loved thislittle part of Kansas, Cowboy Creek was settled by three veterans after the war, two had been
lifelong friends and the other met in the war Noah.

Noah along with Daniel and Will started and this story will tell how they grew over the years.

Now the men know they need women to make their community grow so they put awant ad to draw them.
Fate or divine intervention, who should be on the first "Bride Train", Leah who had grown up with Daniel
and Will. | choose to think it was God's plan for these three to be together again.
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| loved reading this story and know if you like LIH stories you will too. we will get to see the men find wives
and the women coming that need a second chance come together as only God can plan.

Tess DeGroot says

A wonderful read. The "mail-order bride" may be afamiliar trope in the romance genre, but Ms. St. John
adds awonderful twist to the story - the bride is pregnant! Emotionally satisfying.

Annie says

Thisisalovely story about second chances and reunions. | was immediately hooked by the thought of three
friends trying to build atown after surviving a brutal war. The townspeople are very endearing for the most
part. Which is perfect because afew miserable people add flavor. The mystery behind the plot to hurt the
town held my attention. | look forward to future storiesin this series.

Dorothy Roller says

| really loved this story of Leah and Daniel in Cowboy Creek Thisisamail order story to get anew booming
town more woman and the three main characters Leah, Daniel and Will were best friends back in
Pennsylvaniain their childhood years before the Civil War.

It was a great surprise when Leah shows up on the train with three other mail order brides and she sees Will
and Daniel. They were all surprised to find each other in the Kansas boomtown.

| lovethis story of faith, trust, great friendship, honor, and all those wonderful qualities we would all loveto
have. These three people start back up their friendships years later and yet it was like old timesin a sense.
Cheryl St John knows how to write great storiesthat affect usin such away that you just want everything to
turn out right and have love find a new life between friends.

I highly recommend this story and there are two more that follow and | believe you will want to read all
three.

Kathy Heare Watts says

PICKING UP THE PIECES OF THE PAST AND FORGING A FUTURE

| enjoyed this second chance romance that also has some mystery, suspense and secrets. Three friends, Will,
Daniel and Leah, who grew up together in Pennsylvania had a special bond. Going from childhood to
courtship, to one willing to step aside rather than cause arift in friendship. Then the country changed with
the outbreak of the Civil war; men left home; women made do, and lots more changes were on the horizon.
Now many years later, anew beginning in Kansasis atown called Cowboy Creek, and Will and Daniel,
along with another soldier they served with, Noah, has made this a growing town, and have sent for mail
order brides. What a shock to Will and Daniel to see their childhood friend, Leah, arrive as one of the brides.
Widowed, Leah needs a husbhand and a second chance.
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The plot twists kept me captive and the pages turning in this suspense-filled story of friendship, loss,
heartache, betrayal and new beginnings. It is areminder that not everything that seems good on the outside
will turn out good in the end. Sometimes when the knight in shining armor comes to rescue the damsel in
distress he may be her Prince Charming. The story is clean and inspirational without being preachy. Thisis
the first book in the Cowboy Creek series, and | ook forward to reading more as this town grows and with
its mail order brides.

Denise Hershberger says

I've never read anything by St John so | wasn't really sure what | was getting in for but | realy enjoyed her
book! | really felt like Leah's character was really well developed and went through alot of growth in the
book. | enjoyed the friendships she cultivated and how her relationship with Danidl evolved. I'm really
looking forward to whatever comes next in this series. I'm hoping that Will and Nate each get a book!

| received afree copy of this book through NetGalley in exchange for my honest review.

Harlequin Historical says

Miniseries: Cowboy Creek

Books and Spoons says

Heartwarming and inspiring story, with an intriguing history of how the Kansas town got started, mixed with
life asit was after the war, at 1868, dangers of small town during that time, about love that can win over
many obstacles, and about faith, that seems to be able to move the mountains.

Usually aromance book has a 'theme' friends to lovers, second chance, etc. This story had adopted most of
them, it has childhood friends, cowboy and baby mom (who is best friend's ex), gets a second chance by
forming a marriage of convenience, that turns to love, living with the dangers of the wild west. But it was al
well built into the story, that had a nice flow to it, and was able to capture my mind and thoughts completely,
so that | finished the book in one sitting.

The development of the town was fascinating, and was touched on several occasions. The people of the
town, and the town itself, was very well thought out and developed, and | believe thiswill be an interesting,
and noteworthy series, for sure.

| enjoyed Leah and Daniel together. They had great chemistry, and Danidl is the most tender, loving, kind
man towards her. It was lovely to see their relationship develop, asthey grew closer together. The war had
left scars on both of them, but the honesty, Daniel had, about everything, made Leah trust him, and open up
about the past, and start healing.

Asawaysin the Love Inspired stories, the faith in God is at the center of the story. Leah's faith of God
guiding her to home, isrefreshing. Asthe danger comes too close to homein that small Kansas development,
the whole town comes together, and pray for protection and guidance in the turbulent situation.

Some of the issues and events that took place in town, didn't come to completion, and hopefully will be
revealed in the future books of the series.

Sometimes we a granted a second chance, of what should have been in thefirst place, asit is shown in Leah
and Daniel's tender and gentle story

~ Four Spoons
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Sonya Heaney says

Thistitleisweird.

Review copy.

Tima says

Daniel and his two friends have helped start the little town of Cowboy Creek. So when they want the town to
grow, they send off for four mail-order bridesto help grow the families of the town. They plan to start small
and order more if the first four work out. Daniel isin for ashock when he sees his childhood friend step off
the train. Leah is now a pregnant widow with no family to help her. She was desperate enough to answer the
ad, but amarriage of convenience with her friend Daniel might be the perfect safety net for her and her
unborn child.

Thiswas a sweet, well written story. The characters had depth and were engaging. | liked the back story that
the author gave the two main characters. She also set several people up to be the main characters in the next
book. The secondary characters were interesting as well and added to the whole plot. Overall, it was a sweet,
clean romance with just alittle dramathat | enjoyed reading.

| received this book free of charge from NetGalley in exchange for my honest review.
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