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Devices Brightly Shining Shelley Adina
On the first day of Christmas my true love gave to me
Dreadful relations, high expectations,
And a sudden urge to pull up ropes and flee.

It is the event of the season—on Twelfth Night, the Dunsmuirs have invited the cream of London society to
celebrate the marriage of Lady Claire and Andrew Malvern at a reception to which the Prince Consort
himself is expected. Captain Ian Hollys brings his fiancée Alice Chalmers to London to attend and to meet
his family—people who cannot see past her flight boots to the woman who stands by his side as an equal.

Now adjusting to life as a newlywed, seeing to her business affairs, and preparing the Mopsies to return to
school in Munich, Lady Claire is settling into her new life with joy. When two young cousins of Gloria
Meriwether-Astor arrive in London, the inhabitants of Carrick House are happy to welcome them. Sydney
and Hugh Meriwether-Astor are completing a world tour, and the Dunsmuirs’ ball is just the thing to cap it
off in splendid fashion. But Maggie learns that Sydney has his own plans for the family business—and they
don’t include cutting off the supply of arms to the Royal Kingdom of Spain and the Californias, as Gloria is
determined to do.

It’s time for someone with a spine, an airship of her own, and reasons to put fields of air between herself and
decisions about her future to pull up ropes and warn Gloria that betrayal is closer than she thinks …

“It’s another element I love about these books; from Claire to Gloria to Alice to Lizzie and Maggie to Lady
Dunsmuir, the women in this series generally like and respect each other. Other women are not required to
be lesser—weaker, more cowardly, less intelligent—in order for Claire to be awesome. She is not an
exceptional woman, she is an awesome woman among awesome women.” —Fangs for the Fantasy: The
latest in urban fantasy from a social justice perspective
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From Reader Review Devices Brightly Shining for online ebook

Janet says

This book in the Magnificent Devices series is a novella, so it's a lot shorter. It is also very cute. We get a
little Alice, a little Claire and a little Maggie and of course it's not just a simple straight forward 'this is what
happens next', it naturally ends in intrigue and fuss to be made in the next book so of course I can't wait to
see what happens!

Laura Martinelli says

The good news: You know how I’ve been clamoring for a spin-off of the Magnificent Devices series
featuring Glora Meriweather-Astor given her awesome characterization in the last few books? Well we’re
getting that with the next book in the series, Fields of Air. (Hooray!)

Branching the two series, Devices Brightly Shining covers the gap between Claire and Andrew’s wedding in
A Gentleman of Means and sets up the plot for Fields of Air, involving Gloria’s power struggle for control of
her father’s company and to sever ties with the Spanish Californian colonies. (Insert my pet theory about
Lord Selwyn here.) The only problem being that Gloria’s two cousins object to her taking over the board and
locking them out, but luckily for Gloria, they’re travelling abroad for the time being and won’t be home in
time. Unless, say they just so happened to run into the Flock during their holidays and someone accidentally
drops this piece of news.

While I like the hints of seeing where the plot is going to go next in this series, I’m not sure if we really need
a full novella to cover the events. Yes, there’s a large chunk of the plot that focus on Alice and Ian’s
engagement and Alice’s fears of being confined to be a housewife and lady of her husband’s lands (and
dealing with Ian’s family and their dislike of Alice), but this being a full set-up for Book 10 I think takes
away a little bit for the next book? (I should note that the preview for Fields of Air is actually the opening
chapter to Devices Brightly Shining. I got halfway through the preview chapter and thought “Wait, I’ve read
all this already.) I mean, I did enjoy seeing these characters again, and seeing how they’ve managed to
uncover yet another plot that they can’t necessarily stop, but it feels like this plugging holes that could have
easily been dealt with in the full book.

Sure, there’s fun scenes—like Claire and Co. meeting Queen Victoria (and the near-shock of everyone
telling Lizzie and Maggie “So, you know you’re officially out in society now? THIS DOESN’T HAPPEN
WHO ARE YOU.”) or Alice dealing with her future nieces and the implications of society, but I don’t know
if we need a full story to helped plug in the plot holes for the next book. It’s a cute enough entry, but I don’t
know if we really need it overall. I don’t want to pass judgment on Fields of Air too early, but I do hope
there’s a grander plot to that book than just being a retread of Devices Brightly Shining for the first half.

Connie Fogg-Bouchard says

alight in snow

Alice finds that it is one thing to be engaged to a member of British peerage and another to feel at home
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among them. thank heavens for Claire. she gets through the tedium of shopping and gives her an inkling of
life as a one of the elite. which includes meeting royalty. but Gloria needs their help and Alice takes this time
to think

what a delightful transition piece. short but it serves an extremely important role

Rachel says

This was a very nice tidbit between books. I'm always ready to read the next Magnificent Devices as soon as
it's out, and I really enjoyed having the novella in between this time just to refresh my memory on where we
were, to catch up with all the characters, and of course, to have a Christmas read.
I'm very excited to see the series continuing without ever getting tired. Sometimes a series feels scattered
when every book focuses on a different character - but this series is so well-woven together. While some
characters may be more present in books than others, Ms. Adina never leaves you hanging for so long that
you forget about a character. I've loved seeing Claire grow up over the series and really making her own
way, and I've loved even more seeing the family she's built. There are so many valuable lessons about the
family we choose in this series, and the loyalty and honor among friends. I can't wait for the next adventure!

Andie says

Another fun Magnificent Devices Read

Shelley Adina continues her fun steampunk series with this (too brief) holiday novella. While this isn't the
place to join Adina's world, it's a great excursion for those of us familiar with the Victorian steampunk
world. Adina introduces a couple new characters (Meriweather-Astor clan) that will likely play key roles in
her next full length novel. More importantly, we get a glimpse into Alice's fears around marrying Ian and
becoming Lady Hollys. The ladies remain strong, independent and supportive of each other as has been the
hallmark of Adina's writing. Only downside is that is was over way too soon.

Lora Shouse says

A fairly quiet respite in the Magnificent Devices series.

After eight books of nearly non-stop danger of one kind or another, Claire and Andrew are finally married
and the Dunsmuirs are throwing a reception and ball for them at their London house. Newly engaged Alice
Chalmers and Ian Hollys come to London for the event and stay with Ian’s sister, allowing Alice to meet
Ian’s family for the first time and also requiring her to navigate the thorny paths of family opinion.

Meanwhile Claire and her family discover that Gloria Meriwether-Astor’s cousins, Sydney and Hugh, are in
London and they are brought to meet the family of their cousin’s friend. Over the course of a couple of days
of social events, Maggie discovers some worrisome things about Sydney Meriwether-Astor that she thinks it
imperative that they inform Gloria of as soon as possible. Alice volunteers to undertake the task, leading up
to the next book in the series.
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Star Bookworm says

I bought this when it first released but saved it to read on Christmas day. I am really getting on board with
the little holiday novella concept. And as I really love this series, it was just a brilliant surprise. This little
story is also a great set up for the next set of novels featuring Gloria Merriweather-Astor.

We are presented here with just a few nights that revolve around a ball celebrating The Lady and Andrew's
wedding. But absolutely no characters are left out for the festivities. Alice and Ian are basking in their
admitted feelings. The Mopsies are finally young women finding love themselves. So much magic is in the
air. Perfect of Christmas and getting the spirits right. A supremely great novella.

Deborah says

A good tether between her two latest novels. I'm not a huge fan of "feel good" short stories but the tie-
together was very helpful and I loved the two novels before and after.

Kay says

Short novella showcasing Alice

This is a bridge story introducing new characters and letting us see into the relationship between Ian and
Alice.

Although it could have been simply the beginning of the next book in the series, separating it out in this way
allows it to be sold as a holiday-themed book while letting us in on some juicy background tidbits regarding
Gloria and her plans for her inheritance.

I'm glad it was broken up this way, and I've already downloaded the next book.

Donna says

A great read, although it kind of felt a little like a bridging book to get the story to where the author needed
to be, so that the characters were all in the right places for the next book. However, with a great insight into
Alice's feelings about marrying Ian, it was quite interesting, plus we got to meet some of his extended family
too. And, of course there was the beautiful party for Lady Clare and Andrew's wedding celebration. So,
overall a good book, and definitely worth reading for Magnificent Devices devotees!
I also loved listening to the audiobook of the story (combined with the Fields of Air audiobook), and with
Fiona Hardingham narrating again it was, of course, full of character and really brought the story to life. I'd
definitely recommend it to all Magnificent Devices fans.
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Fangs for the Fantasy says

It is time for the event of the season – the Dunsmuirs are holding a party to celebrate Claire and Andrew’s
marriage and everyone who is everyone will be invited to take part.

Of course that includes Claire’s best friend Alice and her fiancé Ian. And Alice is beginning to realise what it
means to be marriage to a British noble – and while she loves him, she’s having second thoughts about
everything that comes with him

Gloria Meriwether-Astor’s cousins also arrive and, of course, get an invite – but in the process the tensions
in the family and in Gloria’s family business come to light

This is a short story, and pretty much an ideal example of one for me.

The plot is fun and works so well with the rest of the world. I don’t think you will need to read this book to
transition from the last book to Gloria’s adventures in the next novel. But by reading this it nicely will fill in
a lot of gaps and really set up the next chapter. We’ve been introduced to the new principle characters and
the details of the conflict. It’s a truly excellent prologue that really tells us why all the characters are there
and what they are doing and their goals.

The next book can launch right into the story because everything has been excellently established without the
need to make it essential. For me this is exactly what a short story needs to do – add richness to the world
and characters without making them an essential component.

It also does this through a fun little story. It’s not super-dramatic and it’s certainly not action packed. But
that’s a good thing – Claire et al seem to spend so much of their life in peril and action that this is an
excellent change of pace. Why not just have a party? Let’s see these characters living together, dealing with
something relatively mundane together – it’s lighter and fun because of it.

It also has some very nice challenges and examination of sexism of the era. There’s the obvious – all of the
women are planning their own lives. Even better, they’re all planning different lives, different paths –
because there’s more than one way for a woman to live and be strong and express her agency.

There are some excellent call outs – Alice fighting fiercely and courageously against the idea that she cannot
captain her own airship. This is the kind of thing I’d expect on most female led steampunks at this point.

Read More

Mike Billington says

This novella is a delightful little tale that lacks the usual high-stakes adventure narrative that the other books
in Shelley Adina's "Magnificent Devices" series have as a central feature.
Despite that, I found it a great read because it deepens our understanding of the characters in this series,
which I have to admit I have followed faithfully for a few years now. The narrative revolves around the
Christmas season of 1894 as Lady Claire Trevelyan and her new husband Andrew Malvern start their
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married life with a succession of social events including a ball at which Prince Albert is scheduled to attend.
That would seem like a joyous time but there is a lot of social pressure involved and not all the members of
Claire's "flock" of friends feel quite up to coping with them.
Again, this is more confection than adventure story, but it's a quick read featuring characters I enjoy and I
found it delightful.

Laura says

"We need more of the Lady. We need more of the Lady. We need more of the Lady.", we the readers chant
and so we got it!

A cute novella to set the stage for the next book and to tide us over until we see what Gloria and Alice are up
to next.

So adorable Andrew and Claire, and the hilariousness of Alice amongst the Bloods during the holidays. Just
a teaser for what is to come, but more adventures.

Brenna says

A bite-sized treat that happens over the epiphany season (no lightning gun gift-giving, sadly), this is a nice
bridge to transition Alice into Gloria's adventure, which will be the subject of the next book. Alice is trying
to navigate her feelings about becoming Ian's wife - the shift to her identity, expectations, responsibilities,
and whether love is enough to weather that change. Claire and Andrew are finally married, and Mrs. Malvern
is able to use her four days experience to try to calm Alice's fears.

But of course, feelings are not the only source of drama. New visitors to town are Gloria's cousins, and
Maggie has to navigate through flirtations and etiquette to determine how best to help her flock.

Eunice Korczak says

Devices Brightly Shining

I have read some of the Devices books and enjoyed them. This novella just doesn't measure up to the full-
length books, in my opinion. Maybe the length restraints didn't allow a fully developed story. Diana's
steampunk is entertaining, and I intend to read more of her full-length 'Devices' novels.


