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South of No North contains some of Bukowski's best work. Among the short stories collected in the book are
Love for $17.50, about a man named Robert whose infatuation with a mannequin in ajunk shop leads him
first to buy it, then make loveto it, and then eventually fall in love with "her," much to the consternation of
his real-life girlfriend; Maja Thurup, about a South American tribesman with an enormous peniswho is
brought to Los Angeles by the woman anthropol ogist who has "discovered” him and become hislover; and
The Devil isHot, about an encounter with Old Nick at an amusement pier in Santa Monica, where Scratch
himself is caged and on display, fed only peanut butter and dogfood, exploited by acynical carnie.

The collection also features two of Bukowski's finest and most famous short stories: All the Assholesin the
World Plus Mine, an autobiographical rumination on the treatment of his hemorrhoids, and Confessions of a
Man Insane Enough to Live With Beasts. (The latter story originally was published as a chapbook of 500
copies by Bensenville Mimeo Pressin 1965.)

The short stories collected in the volume are evocative of Bukowski at his best, when he was one of the
premier short story writers till at the top of histalent.
- Wikipedia
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Robin Friedman says

Charles Bukowski (1920-1994) had a gift for creating evocative titles. The title of this book, "South of No
North: Stories of the Buried Life" (1975) captures hauntingly the sense of loneliness, alienation, and
aloneness that underlies the 27 short storiesin this volume.

Bukowski began writing short stories at an early age while he supported himself doing odd jobs and through
work at the Post Office. He then turned to poetry and, eventually, to writing novels at the urging of John
Martin of Black Sparrow Press. Bukowski continued to write stories and columns for underground
newspapersin Los Angeles. Some of the stories are included here.

As are the novels, Bukowski's stories are raw and gritty. They arefilled with life in Los Angeles flophouses
and cheap rooming houses. The stories feature chronic alcoholism, crude sexuality, sexual frustration,
horseplaying, violence, and joblessness. They are a chronicle of the life of the down-and-outer.

Many of the stories aretold in the voice of Henry Chinaski, the autobiographical character that is at the
center of Bukowski's novels. But interestingly, some of the storiesin this collection feature other characters
and settings. The collection includes, for example afanciful story set in the old West, "Stop Staring ...
Mister", and stories with imaginative, if macabre themes, including "No way to Paradise", "Maja Thurup”
and "The Devil was Hot".

The dominant impression these stories convey is one of loneliness and isolation. Whether the character is
Chinaski or another individual, Bukowski writes of individuals who lack social connectedness and sense of
purpose. His characters are perpetual outsiders who mock aworld they cannot share and simultaneously tear
themselves apart. Dostoevsky's Underground Man is a distant cousin of most of the characters we meet in
Bukowski's stories. Another book that | find similar in tone, set in New Y ork City rather than the west coast
isHubert Selby's"Last Exit to Brooklyn" which shares much of the grimness, loneliness, sexual obsession,
and search for love that | find in Bukowski.

Some of the works included in this collection are more vignettes than short stories. Thereislittle in the way
of development and in some cases the climax of the story is nonexistent or misfires. There are interesting
settings, however, in many of these stories and as sketches many of them work well.

The stories that exemplify the theme of loneliness for me include the first one in the collection, titled
"Loneliness' and the story "Remember Pearl Harbor?' which tells of Chinaski's rejection for military service
in WW 1. These stories are good at sketching the nature of the rootless, lonely individual. Some of the other
storiesin this collection that | thought good are "Bop Bop against that Curtain", "Christ on Rollerskates",
"Hit Man", "Pittsburgh Phil & Co" (afine story about gambling at the racetrack) and "Confessions of aMan
Insane Enough to Live with Beasts."

Bukowski writes simply with short sentencesin a style filled with explecatives and references to sexual and
excrecatory functions. | became interested in Bukowski's writings several years ago, put them aside, and then
reread some of them after viewing an excellent film on Bukowski's life: "Bukowski: Born into This".
Bukowski is hardly awriter for all times and all seasons. But there is a toughness and raw humor in these
books, and a sense of loss and sadness that make Bukowski's books highly evocative of certain kinds of blue
and lonely feelings. The stories are metaphors of a buried life than many people see in themeselves at times
in somewhat different ways than the ways presented in Bukowski's writings. That is why, | think, Bukowski
continues to have afollowing and to be read.
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Vderevlean says

Deprimant pentru o lectur? de inceput de an, prea pu?in amuzant. Monoton Th subiecte 7 personaje:
scriitorul ratat gjuns la margineavie?ii, alcoolic, mizer, al?turi de cateva prostituate ?i 2,3 prieteni lafel de
rata? A deprima?. 7 tot a?a, cale de 250 de pagini.

Contrapondere dur? la o imagine de succes a scriitorilor americani 7 avie?ii pe care ar duce-o. Cétevatexte
bune, Ins? nu e ceea ce mi-am dorit. Tl prefer pe Bukowski poetul.

DelaraH F says

Absurd... Totally absurd
Who the heck does he think he is messing with papa?! Seriously?
Awfully horrifying catastrophic!!

Cristina Boncea says

Pe de-o parte am fost dezam?git? de aceast? colec?ie de povestiri, pe de alt? parte, in continuare am r?mas cu
un sentiment nemaiintanit pan? acum de minein literatur?, o stare care s-ar puteatranscrie drept confuzie.

Avem de-aface cu o0 serie de povestiri scurte ce vizeaz? vie?ile anumitor personaje care-? rememoreaz?
tinere?ea american?, ins? in prim-plan 1l avem pe Henry Chinaski, un posibil alter-ego a autorului. Ce au in
comun aceste povestiri, in mare parte, sunt violurile, be?ivii, sr?cia? prostituatele. Henry Chinaski este pe
de-o parte un scriitor de succes care are lumeain picioare, ins? pe de at? parte apare in diferite ipostaze
umilitoare, lucrand in medii de joas? spe?? 7 neilustrand vreo speran?? laun tip de via?? superior, ini7al.
Celelalte personaje sunt de asemenea de sex maculin, prezentand diferite Tntdmpl ?ri cu prec?dere din spa?iul
hollywoodian, ducandu-?i cu greu existen?ade azi pe méine i uneori comi?and crime pentru aface ni?te
bani n plus. Starea predominant? este aceea de abis a vie?i, exploatand la maxim punctul prin care mul?
oameni gjung s? treac? laun moment dat 2 anume, cel Tn care nu au nimic 7 pe nimeni care s? le ofere un
SCop sau 0 ?ans? de sc?pare din acest abis.

Unul dintre personaje chiar spune la un moment dat c? se simte atras doar de oamenii dec?zu?, nu de cei
care au haine frumoase 7 propriet?? pe numelelor; i se pare c? doar cei asemenealui au tr?it cu adev?rat.
Personajele nu sunt doar cinice ins?, ¢i de-a dreptul agresive, insuportabile, singuratice din proprie alegere.
Exist? destul de multe scene explicite de sex, Ins? mai ?ocante mi s-au p?rut pasgjele care vorbesc despre
diverse afec?iuni precum hemoroizii sau despre acoolism. Titlul, de exemplu, este preluat de la una dintre
povestiri, Tn care un b?rbat cheltuie?e respectiva sum? de bani (17,50%) pentru a2 cump?ra un manechin,
pe careil folose?te pe post de juc?rie sexual?. Am spus lainceput ¢? am r2mas cu un sentiment ciudat dup?
aceast? lectur?, pe care nu-l pot identifican totalitate momentan, datorit? faptului c? a?tept?ile meledela
Bukowski erau foarte mari 2 chiar m-am blamat ¢? nu am parcurs lucr?rile acestui autor mai devreme. De la
primele pagini, Ins?, mi s-ap?rut ¢? nu pot identifica vreun element original, vreun lucru despre care s? nu
mai fi citit Thainte sub aceast? form?.
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Carteain sine este un abis care te poate trage in2untrul lui, punéndu-te n pielea unor persongje care nu ?-ai
dori s?fii niciodat?. Tipul de oameni pe care I-aexploatat autorul prin aceste povestiri este cel care atrecut
dejade multe stagii de auto-distrugere, r?méanand doar omul in forma sa pur?, fr? prea mare uz de ra?iune
sau sentimente. Fiecare persongj Tn parte este sigur pe sine ?2i incearc? s? supravie?uiasc? intr-un univers
propriu limitat, Tntrebandu-se deseori cum de nu 7i-a g?sit inc? moartea. Trebuie s? recunosc ¢? aceast?
abordare este foarte interesant? 7 poate aici apare conflictul meu interior vizazvi de carte: de? nu m-au
impresionat extraordinar pove?tiile Tn sing, unele atingand chiar 7 cotele 2tiin?ifico-fantasticului, faptul c?
Bukowski areu?it s? p?streze aceea? m?sur? cam? 7 indiferent? ladezastrul din jur in fiecare dintre ele
spune foarte multe lucruri despre el ca scriitor.

A?adar, pot spune c? nu am renun?at inc? la curiozitatea meain ceea ce-l prive?e pe acest mare artist, ins?
pe viitor mi-ar face pl?cere s? citesc un intreg text, cu inceput, final 7 Tncheiere, scrisn aceea? manier?
simplist?, dar debordand de Tnc?rc?tur? emo?ional?. Pentru mine ar putea reprezenta un dezavantaj faptul c?
Bukowski a ales s?ilustreze doar anumite scene, fr? prea mult context in prealabil, care au f?cut imposibil?
acea conexiune pe care o caut Tn timpul unei lecturi. Se poate spune, deci, c? magia sa const? mai degrab?in
for?a cu care men?ine atmosfera sfidatoare, Tn orice circumstan?e, aproape independent de text in sine. Dup?
p?rerea mea, aceasta nu are cum s? fie unadintre cele mai bune lucr?ri ale sale; nutresc speran?a c? voi g?s
peviitor 7 elementele carei-au lipsit acestei antologii.

Koen Kop says

The majority of these stories are (semi-?)autobiographical. What does Bukowski's alter ego do? He drinks,
he fucks. He's abum. When he's not on a drinking or fucking spree he tries (and fails) to hold down any
mean job, or he'sin hospital recovering from some booze-induced ailment. He hates his fellow men that are
clean-shaven and have steady jobs. (I like clean-shaven men with steady jobs. more often than not they are
decent, idedlistic people with a self-deprecating sense of humor that arises from the realization that their life-
long hard work will only do so much to make this world a better place.) The few stories that don't feature his
alter ego are all about .... drinking! ...fucking! Here's one: Big Jim fucks all the ladies, for Big Jim has abig
cock and wins all the fights . One day Big Jim humps somebody's girl friend. The somebody objects and
challenges Big Jim to a duel. But not to worry: the girl friend shoots her boy friend dead. End of story. Next
story: Some big guy rapes hippie chick at knife-point, after knocking down one of her two male companions
- who are unarmed, therefore don't interfere. After the act the girl informs her buddies that solely from a
sexual point of view it wasn't all that bad and "Y ou guys almost don't exist'. The three of them continue on
their hitch-hiking way. End of story. Get the picture? Thisworld is for the big, strong, mean and well-hung
(tom)cats. Y ou have a sensitive soul, or your prick isjust average? You're out. (You're female? You're
fucking material - that is, if your ass/tits/legs are tops - otherwise you don't exist.) Get this: I'm not a prude - |
like sex (like you); | do the hard drug ethanol (like most of you) and soft drugs like nicotine and marihuana
(al of them an occasional basis - like most of you.) But -my, how politically correct! (I'm not.)- unlike
Bukowsky (and again, like most of you) | don't look upon the other gender as an amalgamation of butt,
boobs and legs. And then: awhole book full of stories where the mind and the senses have been numbed by
alcohoal: it gets so vacuous, so repetitive. Besides, most of these stories don't go anywhere; they just end in
mid-air. One example: Guy has arow with his girl-friend. Guy walks out the door, takes a drive, buys a quart
of liquor, gets back in his car, opens the door to aluring young girl - girl is unwilling; he shows her the
bottle; girl steps right in. End of story. On the positive side: fast-paced, funny (here and there),
straightforward unembellished story-telling (like Hemingway) - but the subject matter istoo limited,
adolescent, or downright boring. A big no-no.

After writing thisreview | took alook at what some other Goodreads people had to say about this book.
Here's Lucas Podesta's review: ' Hey, let me tell you about 25 different times | got drunk and had sex.' That
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about sumsit up.

Mohit Parikh says

Bukowski is a no bullshit gangsta. He comes, he shoots, he leaves.
(Yeah, innuendo intended. A little hit.)

Pooriya says

2777777
7?2 »?

Ezgi TulG says

Hic bekledi?im gibi de?ildi.

“?yi bir i? bulsana kendine.”

“Yok iyi i?. Hayat?n? yaratarak kazanmayan bir yazar 6lmu?tdr.”

“Hayatlar?n? yaratmadan kazanan milyonlarcainsan var Carl! Olmu? mii onlar?n hepsi?”
“Evet.”

“Qysa senin ruhun var. Ruhu olan ender insanlardan birisin, dyle mi?”

“Go0Orunen o!”

“GoOrunen oymu?! Sen ve daktilon. Sen ve kiigiik geklerin! Anneannem senden fazla para
kazan?yor!”

Carl bir bira daha act?.

Paula M. says

S8o 27 contos. Neles movem-se varias personagens sem rumo, sem consciéncia e sem remorsos. O titulo
prenuncia o descalabro. O narrador na maioria dos contos é Henry Chinasky, o alter ego de Bukowski. Em
alguns, Chinasky é afiguracentral , sendo mais um no meio de bébados, burlbes, ladrbes, violadores,
jogadores...

O estilo ndo se submete aregras, a Unicaregra é registar sem limitaces. Pensamentos, agdes e linguagem
nado tém freio. O autor ronda o escatol dgico. Criticos referem que Bukowski registou a "total liberdade" da
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suavida, pois nunca se deixou reger pelas convencdes sociais . Liberdade ou libertinagem?
Ha também humor, sarcasmo, coisas por revelar e a honestidade do autor. Apreciei 0 humor.

KamRun says
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cristinastancu2016 says

Un volum de povestiri scurte semnate Charles Bukowski. Pentru mine, ini7ierealiterar? in lumea acestui
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scriitor controversat. Sunt nuvele bizare, violente, sacadate, cu un fir narativ curmat f2r? drept lareplic?, iar
"Dragoste 1a 17,50 $' este de departe, ceamai disturbing dintre toate textele incluse aici. Nu ¢? nu a?
cunoa?e no?iuneade "feti?', doar c? 17 dai seamaintr-un fel bizar c? uneori e mai bine s? investe?i
dragoste in obiecte, nu in cameni.

reem says

Asusual, | couldn't put this down. Bukowski will always be a guilty pleasure. Why? We al know that he'sa
piece of work, hiswriting suffers aimost always of some form of misogyny or bigotry but neverthelessheis
attractive and truthful enough to be taken as heis. Thisis my first venture into his short stories and this
collection didn't et me down. The story about him getting into the ring with Hemingway was so funny |
couldn't believe what | was reading. "Don't blow your brains out." Five stars of pure entertainment.

Mehrzad M. says

VIVIIN VIRV IINRN0NN 72

1

Dale Jr. says

Bukowski's short stories aren't new to me. I've read through The Most Beautiful Woman in Town and Tales
of Ordinary Madness. Both of those were filled with some great shorts, but I'm |eft feeling alittle
disappointed with South of No North.

It's not that there aren't some good shortsin here. There are. Personally, "Bop Bop Against That Curtain®,
"Politics’, "Love for $17.50", and "Pittsburgh Phil & Co." were afew of the highlights. Highlights, but not
stunners. They didn't throw the right hook | expected from old Buk.

But that's Bukowski.
Not all of hiswork isstrong. | don't think he ever gave a shit, either. He wrote what he wanted to write and
people published it. Even now, as| sit typing areview of hiswork, | know he wouldn't give a god damn

what | thought. And that's fine. 'Cause neither should you.

If I've come away with anything from this collection, it's that some of my work is gonna be rot. Hell, it may
al berot. But | like writing. Most of the time. Sometimes, it's atricky bitch, but it's something |'ve got to do.
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Y ou win some. Y ou lose more. That's one thing Buk certainly knows alot about. South of No North? Well,
it's stumbling a bit in thering.

It's not pretty and it's |eft eye is swollen shut. It got some good jabs in, but that big mother on the other side
of thering isfighting on steak and potatoes. This oneis trudging through the ring with agut full of beer ten-

cent hot dogs.

A couple good jabs. It's goin' down. But it was a good fight.

Jen says

yeah, i went through my Bukowski phase too, although my phase was short lived. i probably would have
given all of the books that i read an extra star if i rated them at the time that i read them. maybe i am not
being fair. biggest lesson learned from reading Bukowski - don't date guys who idolize Bukowski. it never
ever works out...

Fatema Hassan , bahrain says

GeorgeK. says

Tov OKT?BPL0 TIOL Hag T?paoe L 2BACa TO "VOPWIOG V1A PAEC TIG QOUAEL G, T?200EPA Kl B7AE
XPAIO AT? TNV TEAELTA?0 POP? TIOL £?2XA A AB?0€l MTIOLUK?2POKI. T?2pa dev VTEED VO ENVW KA
TOA? LOKPL? ATI? TNV YPA@? KAl TNV TP7A0 TOU, 2Tal ?rmaca Kol 2AA0 BIBA?0 Tou. EM?PAega auT?, Tou
TO £€7X0 T?00 KAIP? OTO TEPPUEVE. Q, O? oV, TT?00 TO euXAPIoT2NKa. O ToapAC MTIOUK 20K
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€01 VAC OTI? TOLC AYATINLVOLCE UOL CUYWWPAPE?S, dlaB? ovTag Ta BIBA?0 TOL HE KVEL va VI 70w
KOA?, va XO{OYEA?W, VO OK2PTOUAl OIA@OPETIK? T TIPYUATA KAl va BA?T0 UE PAAO U?TI TOLC
AL P?pPoUC XaUVoUG TG Lw?C.

EJ7? ?XOUE VO KVOUE A CUAAOY? AT? €7KOOI €TTT? dINY?UATA, OTO OTIO?20 TPWIAYWVITTON
MEB?OTAKEC, OAPTEC, EPKOAEC YK PUEVEC, ATIOTLUXNLAVOI T?TOL TIOL TIPOCTI B0V va Bpouv Hia
XOUOAOBOUAEI? VIO VO TANPVOUV TO VOXI KAL TO MEB?010 TOVC, TEUTTPANSEC OAK?C, AQEVTIK? TIOU
€L 2,TI TP?TEL VIO G7KOI TOL PTIE, KAl TIEl A?yovTa . E?ong o€ TOAA? dlny2Uata a@nynt?g eval
10 alter ego TOL CUYWPAE?D, O WWOT?C KAl AYOTNUAVOC XaVK Talv?oKl. M?00 YoOu?10¢ €Vl aUT?¢ 0
1?10¢; T?2pA, HE TI 2X0UV VO KV0oUV Ta diNy?uata; Me Tt PANO eKT?¢ aTr? ueB?01a Kal
KPOOOKATAV?EEIC, OT? 20TATO OEE KOl OTEAE2WIO KUV TOL TIDOYUPOU, ATT? X0 LAAOBOUAEL 2 KOl
TOV KOBNUeEPIV? ayva va ta By?AEl KOVE?C TI?pQ;

T?pa, 200V A@OP? TNV YPO@?, deV XPEI2LETAL VA TRV K?TI TO 1A TEPO, K2TI Al OQOPETIK? OTI? AUT? TIOL
20N ?XW TEL VIO TIPONYO7UEVA BIBAZ0 TOL MTIOUK 2QOKI TIOUL ?Xw dlaB?0el: Eval gofep?,
OKOTAU?XNTN, PEOALOTIK?, TPEA?, AVOOEIKV?EL LIE TOV TIO SUVAUIK?, VTOVO KOl ATOAOUCTIK? TP?TO
NV Xapodw?, o€ KVEL va BZAE1C VA TA BPOVTZEIC PA0 KAL VO TIOG VA UEB?OEIC O K?TOLO UTIOP HIE
TOUC TIP?TOUC HOAPKEC TIOL B0 TET?XEIC UTIPOCT? GOUL KOl UET? VA TNOZEEIC 2MOIa YK 2UEVH GOU
K?togl. AT? TNV 2AAN, oK2@teadl, Oev €Al KAl 20XNHA VA 2XEIGAEQET? 0TNV 7KPN, OIK? 00V OT?tl,
MO LVIUN QOUAEL?, L0 OLKOYVEIO TNC TIDOKOTI?C, VA NV UEB?C a0V TEAEIWUAVOC UTEKP?C KAl VO
KIVOUVEZEIC VO KOAAZOEIC Va K?P0 a@p0od?010 OTT? TIC TLUX A 7EC YK 2UEVEC TIOV UTIOPE? VA OOV
K?TOO0ULV... UG OLT?C 0 TP?MOC (W?¢ ?XEl TO EVAIAQ?POV KAl TNV TA?KA TOL. Kol 0 MTIOUK 2QOKI
?tav p?20topag a'aut?. Kal auBevTIK .

PN NV IR VIIIN NIRRT N7
P DI D777 7770777077777 70 NP7 7770 270 7700770077077 770777

Po Po says

Thisisabook of short stories. Dark, gloomy, brutal and real. | adore Bukowski's colorful vocabulary and
rough 'round the edges vernacular.
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