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Ask me what I like?

What do you like?

A father and daughter walk through their neighborhood, brimming with questions as they explore their
world. With so many things to enjoy, and so many ways to ask—and talk—about them, it's a snapshot of an
ordinary day in a world that's anything but. This story is a heartwarming and inviting picture book with a
tenderly written story by Bernard Waber and glorious illustrations by Suzy Lee.

PreS-Gr 2—A vivacious child and her father share an early autumn stroll. "Ask me what I like," she says.
Dad's dutiful answer is printed in purple: "What do you like?" Energetically she answers with a list.
Sometimes dad presses for details, "Geese in the sky? Or geese in the water?" She answers, "I like geese in
the sky. No, in the water. I like both. Ask me what else I like," she demands, seeing something new she
wants to tell him about. So they proceed through their day, celebrating the brief but precious time when
children are gaining a sense of self and exploring the power that comes with it. The patience required to
converse with a small person who wants to dictate every part of the interaction is sure to be familiar to
parents, but the poetic text rises above the mundane and captures the beauty, energy, and innocence of these
conversations and holds them up for readers to appreciate without becoming saccharine or trite. Lee's lively,
colored-pencil drawings are a perfect match to the text. The line drawings are similar in style to those in
Wave (2008) and Shadow (2010, both Chronicle), but Lee expands from the single-color palette she
employed in those titles to a full spectrum of bright autumn colors. VERDICT A first choice for libraries,
especially those looking to expand their selection of father-as-caregiver stories.—Anna Haase Krueger,
Ramsey County Library, MN
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Kate says

Best thing about this is that it features a father and daughter. So nice to see a dad! Pencil illustrations are
filled with color and warmth as the father and daughter go for a walk and finally end up at bedtime. The text
is their conversation as the girl tells her father what she likes...after telling him to ask the questions she wants
to answer. Free flowing, realistic conversation with a young child. A quiet story of an everyday event, the
story shows the loving relationship of parent and child. Best for one on one sharing. It might take a little
explaining about who is speaking. The text does change colors to delineate between father and daughter.

Jane says

Oh how I love this book. Growing up I spent a lot of time with my father (my mother tended to work
evenings and weekends), and I’m always delighted to come across picture books featuring children and
fathers or other male caregivers (mothers seem to dominate the picture book world).

I love Suzy Lee, and I love her illustrations in this book. The simple, lovely pencil illustrations with their
rich, vibrant washes of colour just warm my heart.

I love the text. I was a nonstop chatterbox as a child, and my dad developed coping mechanisms to deal with
the nonstop flow of pint-sized chatter, smiling and nodding and inserting comments every now and then, just
like the patient dad in the story.

In short, I really, really love this book.

Amelia says

uno dei miei albi preferiti. Stupendo

Jackie Ostrowicki says

Sweet father and daughter book. I had no idea this was published posthumously by the author of Lyle the
Crocodile. The daughter asks her father to ask her what she likes---she prattles on; her father (obviously
amused and affectionate) gives brief answers and keeps her talking with an easy give and take.

The girl’s words appear in black type and the father’s in dark blue, so readers know who is speaking despite
the untagged dialogue and lack of quotation marks.

Suzy Lee's illustrations always delight.
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Anne says

Ask me what I like.

I really liked this book. It perfectly captures the way some little girls pepper their parents with questions
about all sorts of things. I also really the sweet relationship between this father and daughter. The text
changes color depending on which of them is speaking, which I also really liked.

Ask me what I love.

I love Suzy Lee's colored pencil illustrations. I've seen only one other of her books and loved that one's
illustrations too. The colors are so vibrant.

Beckyt says

I love love love this book! So sweet! Other reviewers have pointed out the special relationship of the father
and daughter and the sweet ordinariness of their outing.
The illustrations blew me away! Gorgeous! Suzy Lee has a new fan....

SamZ says

This book is so beautiful and perfect and wonderful! I love the concept of the daddy/daughter date, and the
way the daddy listens to his little girl prattle on and on about all the things she likes. The drawings are so
gorgeous and complement the simplicity of this story so perfectly. I know I'm gushing, but basically I read
this at the library and immediately ordered a copy for myself on Amazon. Such a beautiful book!

David Schaafsma says

I read this because I started reading Suzy Lee's smart and breezy and quirky wordless picture books like
Wave or Zoo, both so great, and just wanted to check out more from someone I like. I see at a glance that
statistically, at least, GR readers like this less than others. I prefer her solo works but this is also very good,
the story of a father and young daughter who begins:

Ask me what I like?

What do you like?

So this one obviously has words, Bernard Waber's words, and way more words than Lee would use even
when she uses words, I think. But I like the words, that reveal a sweet relationship between Dad and
daughter, a father who really listens to her and encourages her to name her world and what she loves about it,
and a girl that is curious and enthusiastic, a little motor-mouthy as little kids can adorably (or annoyingly, but
this one is adorably) be. The talk feels real, though in general with picture books I prefer fewer words, don't
overwhelm the illustrations, let them tell much of the story, but this relationship is great.
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And Lee's illustrations don't just tell the story of their conversation. They tell their own story and work with
the loves of her world, the world of imagination. Something different Lee is doing in this book is with color,
in the text, using it differently than in other books to say what this story needs, though it has her signature
pencil sketch and splashy watercolor informal/intimate feel.

Rebecca says

If ever there was a more perfect book to express one person witnessing another's life -- truly one of the best
things an adult can do for a child, or one human for another -- I haven't seen it. Suzy Lee, one of the best
illustrators working today, brings beloved Bernard Waber's words to life with blazing colored pencil images
and delicate line work. Pair with Sidewalk Flowers for another father/daughter feelings-fest.

Christine says

Suggested Grade Levels: Pre-K through 2nd Grade
Genre: Contemporary Realistic Fiction
Themes: Family, Growing-Up
Awards: Kirks Reviews Best Children’s Books of 2015

This is a soft and cheerful story of a little girl and her father spending a fall day together at the park.
Throughout the book the little girl has her father ask her questions about what she likes and she responds
back to him telling him the things she likes such as the geese in the sky, riding on horses, ice cream cones,
etc. The book covers themes of a father daughter connection. The father is always there for her questions and
tells her he loves her and will never forget what she loves. The book is perfect for young readers. It covers
the warm feelings of family and being special. The story is simple covering a day at the park with a child and
father. Many children will be able to relate to this. There is a repetition of words that allows readers to follow
along and hidden funny illustrations in the background to keep the reader looking.

The illustrations are done in colored pencil and focus around the red and orange autumn colors, giving the
reader the feeling of walking along with the father and daughter through the park in the fall. The red leaves
are scattered along several pages in the book just as if the fall wind had blown them through the book. The
use of colored pencils gives the illustrations a soft feel, which is perfect for this simple storyline.

This book would be a good book to use in a family unit with children. The father and daughter spend the day
playing at the park together. This could be used as a mentor text for young writers to give ideas of what
something special is that they do with their parents that they could write about. Do they go to the pool, zoo or
museum with their family? What do they do and how does it make them feel. The students could share their
books when they were completed to help the class develop diversity in learning what different families do
together.

Andréa says

Cute back-and-forth dialogue picture book of a father and daughter's day at the park. The father's and
daughter's lines are printed in different color inks, to better differentiate, except I found the two colors to be a
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bit too similar to easily tell apart. On a few pages, I had to really concentrate to know which was which.

I like that the story features a father/daughter pair, instead of the typical father/son or mother/child pairings.
The illustrations are lovely color pencil illustrations in a rich autumnal color palette.

Note: I received an unbound proof of this book from the publisher.

Laura Harrison says

Just wonderful. Mr. Waber would have loved the illustrations. A+++++

Bill Landau says

I love everything about this book. The illustrations are just plain beautiful. The text is so authentic. And the
story is heartfelt. It reminds me so much of days spent wandering and exploring with my two daughters...and
it makes me miss that part of my life, now that they are all grown up. Loved it.

V.A. Trafton says

On a day out together a father and daughter spend time walking and sort of play a game of ask me what I like
and I'll ask you what you like. Bonding book and getting to know each other.

Tahani says

Beautiful illustrations.
Wonderful relationship between a daughter and her dad.
Perfect picture book.


