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Viet Nguyen says

?ay lat? truy?n c?am? PhD student sau khi t?t nghi?p khoa CS ? Stanford. Very insightful about the
process!! Philip Guo ?alam rt t2t vi?c miéu t? quatrinh lam PhD ??y gian kh? nh?ng c?ng ??y th?aman.
Nh?tac gi? ndi: "It [the PhD] was fun at times, but more importantly, it was fulfilling".

Nh?ng point n?i b?t matéc gi? ?anéu (20 of the most memorable lessons) :

- 28 thanh cong ? PhD nh?t ?2nh ph?i cd k2 qu?. Philip t?t nghi?p PhD CSvi anhta?as™ sinhra5
prototype tool va hang ch?c publish papers. PhD is not for "students with the most idealistic of intentions -
dreamy and passionate hopes of revolutionizing their field - who produce few results and then end up
disillusioned"

- PhD thanh céng khéng ph?i vi read c?c nhi?u publication on the field. Philip r? vao trap nay vao n?m th?
nh?t khi anh ?2c hang tr?m bai bao khéng vi m?c ?ich ¢?th? nao c?. Ng??c |7, ?2c paper rt c6 |7 trong
tr?2ng h?p ?atim ??72c project cho minh, 2 tim nh?ng related word ?? xac ??nh competitors, c?ng nh? thém
nh?ng idea vao trong project c?aminh.

- Ph? ¢ céach tim relevant information riéng. Khéng ph?i 1Uc 2 h?c trong | ?7p, khéng texbooks, khong
lecture notes, khdng instructors. Gi? ?ay, lam PhD la ki?m info trong research paper, trong m?t 20?n code,
m? website ?au 20, va ? trong c? trong ?2u a 26 mataph? timravah? giap ?2.

- Ph? bit cach t?o rac? h?i. Philip ?alam rt nhi?u vi?c - giving talks, chatting with collegues,asking for
and offering helps, and expressing gratitudes. T? 26 mad?n ??n nhi?u ¢? h?, nh? tim ?2n ??2c Fernado ?
UCB ?? ??2c inspired lam ra IncPy, r?i vi?c g?p g?, follow up, vacu? cung lac? h? lam vi?c v Margo ?
Harvard [am ra Burrito.

- Ph? bi?t lu?t ch? c?a"academic game”, b? r2t nhi?u In rgjection tr??c khi bi2t cach publish hi?u qu?.

- Bi2t ?2ng 17, tinh céch c?a cac PhD students khéc, c?a céc profs, va senior collegues, t? 20 mabi?t t?n
d?ng, d”n d? h? theo h??ng c?aminh.

- Profs are human.

- Lam nh?ng nhi?m v? b2t bu?c. V7 nh?ng PhD student m?i, vi?c "pay some dues' lar?t c?n thit, thay vi
ch? ??0 ngay t? nh?ng ngay ??u tién. Nhi?m v? ? ?ay ngh?alawork on research projects c?a supervisor.

- Bit c&ch reject bad defaults. ? memoir c?a Philips, default ? ?ay 1alam vi?c lién t?c theo project Klee c?a
Dawson. Philip ?ath? rt 1au nh?ng khéng cd k?t qu?. Defaults aren't usually in the best interests of those on
the bottom (e.g. PhD students) so it's important to know when to reject them and to ask for something
different.

- Bi2 khi ndo nén quit. Nh? philip quit Klee thi m? c6 c? h? 1am ralncPy, SlopPy,CDE,
ProWranglerProWrangler, Burrito

- Recover from failures. Cau nay Philip vit rt hay: "Grad school was a safe environment to practice recov-
ering from failures, since the stakes were low compared to failing in real jobs"

PDF File: The Ph.D. Grind: A Ph.D. Student 3
Memair...



Read and Download Ebook The Ph.D. Grind: A Ph.D. Student
Memoir...

- Timvah?p tac v2 nh?ng insiders, lanh?ng ng?? ?athdng thu?c ht nh?ng tricks ? trong m? subfield, do
26 h?p t&c v h? d? publish h?n.

- Give many talks: lan? ?? s?n sinh ranh?ng ¢? h?i h?p téc.

- Sell, sell, sdll: thousands of hours of hard grinding would go to waste if | failed to properly pitch the
big-picture signi?cance of my research to my target audience. D?ch ndm nalalam ngon la ch?a ??, ph? bit
cach marketing !

- Hao phong gitp ?2.

- Tim s? gitp ?? 2Ung nA.

- Bi?t cachth? hi?n s? bit 2n.

- |deas are always built upon other ideas.

- Grind hard and smart: ? ?&y Philip ?avi?t r2ng minh ?a grind ?? 10000 gi? trong qua trinh [am Ph.D (lacon
s? malam cho m?t ng??i tr? thanh expert m?t th? gi 26, xem trong Nh?ng k? xu?t ching - Malcomm
Gladwell). Nh?ng grind hard nh?ng c?ng ph?i grind smart. "It's sad to see students blindly

working themselves to death on tasks that won't get favorable re-sults: approaching a research problem from
an unwise angle, using the wrong kinds of tools, or doing useless errands.”

M7t cu?n t? truy?n d? ?2c, nh?ng c?ng nhi?2u thong tin h?u ich v? m2 quatrinh - The Ph.D. Thanks Philip!

Kartik Singhal says

Gives some solid description of what doing a PhD is like (from at |east one student's experience and
perspective).

Points that resonated with me:

- Combining one's research project to practical needs but not end up maintaining it forever (which can hinder
generation of new research)

- How many students drop out and that almost all the PhDs | meet are probably the exceptions (of course,
because they went through the grind and chose to not give up).

- It can be full of rejections and one needs to develop an ability to (swiftly) recover from failure.

- How much of arole funding can play in one's freedom and research decisions.

- One may not be as dependent on their advisor asis usually said. Though, this can depend alot on financial
freedom (see previous point).

- Most of it is solitary, focused, hard work but if done successfully should result in immense fulfilment.

Gerald says

Like the author said, this does not apply across al fields of PhD study but there are lessons one can glean
from the experience of the author that applies across board.
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Very nice memoir.

Ashish Lavania says

It gives an insider's perspective to prestigious US PhD programs in CS but could have been shorter (Too
much self-love?)

Ke says

| really like this book. I'm surprised that | can find it here, in Goodreads. | read The Ph.D. Memoir
somewhen between June and July, 2012, during my critical time of writing a master thesis. It helped me a
lot.

| got an interview recently for a Ph.D position, and | was asked many unexpected questions about how |
think about working as a Ph.D, supervisors, teamworks, time management, and so on. It's hard to answer

guestions about experience that | haven't suffered. Well, thank to the book.

If you are seriously considering doing a Ph.D, thisis the book for you.

Huyen says

T?truy?n c?am?t nghién c?u sinh Khoa h?c may tinh t? Stanford. C? cu?n sach la ch?ng ???ng chinh chi?n
n?ng n? chéng gai, nhi?u [Gc minh ph? b? sach xu?ng ?? th?.

Nano says

These are the questions answered through this book.
1. The Need to pursue Ph.D

2.Theworking style of aPh.D life.

3.The Uncertainty with Ph.D

4.The right motivation and passion to complete Ph.D
5.What it takes get aPh.D degree at MIT ?

| like the presentation of the 6 years Ph.D life. | would strongly suggest students who are interested in
Research and Development. Thumbs up for the first book on Ph.D as for me.
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Mahmoud I smail says

Excellent read! A must for all those interested in pursuing a PhD degree in the US.

Erickson says

Extremely well-written. More importantly, it resonates with my own experiences (though only a short eight-
month attachment in Canada), where | felt the frustrations and mental breakdowns similar to those described
in the article. Most crucialy, the human voice in this article is extremely strong that | can literally hear the
thoughts. Would recommend anyone reading --- whether you are pursuing academic route or not.

| started to have a grasp, partly thanksto a short chat with afriend, that perhaps PhD route which | have been
constantly in fear of may well be a path worth taking despite all the monetary shortcomings and uncertain
future. The academia may well be "worsening" in job prospects since there are more people and fewer
vacancies, but in the end it isjust another place for growth. Different people grow differently, but most
importantly they grow well/badly in different places. | can foresee myself growing in non-academic related
jaobs, but perhaps (thanks to this article and my Canada experience) PhD is still the way to go, ho matter what
happens.

| did not bother scrutinizing the character or the perfection of thisarticle, sinceit ispointless. A 115-page
article cannot completely summarize the experience of a person, and a human writing his own mix of
positive and negative experiences cannot hope to write perfectly --- and thus | will not be surprised to find
people finding this article bad. After al, it is always easier to find faults from the perspective of third-person
observer. Despite that possibility, | appreciate deeply thiswriting --- even if many parts of it do not apply nor
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ismy field the same.

Subhayan says

An enlightening read, chronicling the author's experiences as a PhD student in computer science. Highly
recommended for any STEM graduate student.

It was avery useful book for me, that gave me a deeper perspective on the PhD students' life and struggle,
explaining the different steps and challenges he has encountered through his 6 years PhD experience.

Krishanth says

If you are in grad school, you should read this book. Though the grad life experience might differ from
person to person, some of the stuffs you can relate to yourself for sure.!!!

Alex Poovathingal says

It's neither inspiring, nor discouraging. It's just a summary of the author's life as a PhD scholar. It was
interesting to know what actually happens behind the scenes of this penultimate stage of an academic career.
Apparently it's not about free food and free travels to different different places to attend conferences. There
isalarge chunk of boring stuff involved.(Sorry for the spoiler :P)

Samy says

| found the book very interesting. Although the Ph.D story is different from one student to another and from
onefield to another, | think Philip captured the main theme for what it takesto get the Ph.D. | think itisa
good book and experience to read which gives a closer look and insight on the world of academia and
research.

| truely felt alot of the points he talked about. Also, | got many good advice to consider in the future.
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