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Katherine Shaw—Kate— is happy with her life. She has supportive friends, a glamorous magazine career,
and a love of all things Jane Austen. But when she loses her job, her beloved grandmother falls ill and a
financial disaster forces a sale on the family home, Kate finds herself facing a crisis that would test even the
most stalwart of Austen heroines.

Friends rally round, connecting her to freelance gigs, and presenting her with a birthday gift— title to land in
Scotland—that's about to come in very handy. Turns out that Kate's first freelance assignment is to test an
Austen-inspired theory: in the toughest economic times is a wealthy man the only must-have accessory?
What begins as an article turns into an opportunity as Kate—now Lady Kate—jet-sets to Palm Beach, St
Moritz and London where, in keeping company with the elite, she meets prospects who make Mr. Darcy
look like an amateur. But will rubbing shoulders with men of good fortune ever actually lead her to love?
And will Kate be able to choose between Mr. Rich and Mr. Right?
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From Reader Review The Jane Austen Marriage Manual for online
ebook

Joy (joyous reads) says

If Elizabeth Bennett were thirty and seven, having just lost her employment, and rights to the Longbourn
house, would she be so quick to return Darcy’s scorn?

If Elizabeth Bennett were facing the biggest financial ruin of her life, crisis of epic proportions, would she be
so quick to turn down Collins’ marriage proposal?

The Jane Austen Marriage Manual is far from a Pride and Prejudice re-telling. Here, you will meet Katherine
Shaw; a woman who’d test your patience, will get your blood pressure rising because she made the most
questionable decisions numerous times. But then you delve into the book further; you start to understand that
sometimes, you deal with what life dealt you in the best possible way you know how. It may not be the
wisest decisions, but at the end of the day, you alone are responsible for your actions and you face the
consequences. Really, this was the lesson I walked away from after reading this book…and some incredible
insights on how to hook a rich man if I were to divorce mine and decide to go on the prowl for a richer one.

A woman can only take so much and Katherine Shaw reached the point where she would forgo her principles
for the purpose of living the life. But are times really that desperate as to succumb to losing everything you
stood for? She wasn’t destitute and at times I could only shake my head out of disbelief and frustration. I
couldn’t reach into her character deep enough to understand why she did what she did.

In the backdrop is the struggling worldwide economy. I was hoping that Kim would pursue this alley –how it
would affect gold diggers everywhere. She did but not too much. It was subtle. And in any case, I may be the
only person who'd be interested at such an angle.

Kim Izzo’s writing gave Katherine Shaw a genuine voice that added to the pragmatism of her character.
Love her or hate her, she showed strength even if her principles were a bit messed up. She was perfectly
flawed and as real as it gets. I’m straddling the line of admiration and mild distaste but at the end of the day,
I couldn’t help but hold her in high esteem.

VERDICT: The Jane Austen Marriage Manual is a thought-provoking, realistic contemporary romance that
will teach us – women a valuable lesson: that there is a source of strength within us that enable us to do the
wrong things in order to find the right ones. Finding a Mr. Darcy among a number of Wickhams is a reality
we must accept.

Natasha says

If you like Jane Austen, don't read this book.

Rea Cobb says
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When this book arrived in the post as soon as I opened it I instantly loved the cover of the book, it would
definitely be one that would catch my eye on the book shelf, but then I read the title of the book The Jane
Austen Marriage Manual and I was a little hesitant to start reading this book as I am not a fan of Jane Austen,
well to be completely honest I am not really a fan of classics at all (sorry!) None the less I decided to give it
a try.

We meet our main character Kate Shaw who is about to turn 40, lose her job, her family home and to top it
all of she is single. Desperate to try and give herself and her family the financial stability they need she soon
snaps up a chance of some freelance work that could change her life completely.
Using Jane Austen's rules Kate needs to find a rich man to marry but will she find love with the same man?

The storyline is a modern day love story with a great mix of loveable characters from a different mix of
classes. I found myself laughing away at various situations Kate got herself into when mixing with the higher
class characters my favourite has to be when she is asked to examine a cow!

I am a real sucker for a great romance story and this one had me gripped as it was a fresh unique storyline
which made each and every page a joy to read. I am so glad I didn't let the title steer me away from this book
because although Katie's assignment is based on Jane Austen's rules there wasn't a Jane Austen overload feel
to it.

If you are looking for a delightful modern romance story with some great humour you will thoroughly enjoy
this book.

Jennifer Conrad says

What a wonderful modern remixing of Austen's novels!

The author cleverly made the main character, Kate, someone whom you sympathized with, loved, and
disliked all at the same time. She's very complex, being a sentimental, strong-headed woman who tries to
marry for money in order to save her family, ensure stability in her life, and prove a point.

What I liked about this story is that it didn't follow Pride and Prejudice to the letter. In fact, there were times
when it was clear that Kate and her sister Ann were Marianne and Elinor from Sense and Sensibility, or that
Fawn seemed a bit like Emma Woodhouse. And you sensed the same kind of torment Austen must have felt
when she became engaged to Harris Bigg-Wither--even though she just liked him as a friend--and then
decided to break it off.

Because of the incorporation of elements from Austen's novels and her life, this was a very smart book--and
a fun read. The only reason I didn't finish it sooner was because I was tending to a very sick toddler. This is
definitely a book I'm keeping and rereading. I highly recommend it for Austen fans, especially older ones.

Rachel Faber says

Very predictable plot. I appreciated the attempt to have a modern spin on the aspects of Jane Austen's times
but the dialogue felt very hokey and when you can tell what's going to happen in the end by the very
beginning of the book it's hard to stay interested.
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Jennifer Whiteford says

I found this mildly annoying at the beginning and by the end was just ready for it to be over. The story is
predictable, most of the characters are thoroughly unlikeable, and any connection to Jane Austen's actual
writing is completely superficial. It's as though the author watched a couple of movie adaptations of Austen
novels and then looked up some key plot points on Wikipedia so she could plug them into her own book. I
wouldn't have finished this if I had something else to read. Very disappointing.

Britany says

This is JUST what the Dr. ordered. I came down with the flu this week, and still had 1-1/2 books to finish by
year end to complete my challenges. I was determined. I needed a book beginning with the letter "J". I had
this book sitting on my bookshelf and to be honest was hesitant to leave my reading down to this one tome.
(OH I know, the drama!) The GR reviews aren't great, in fact, not even breaking a 3 star rating. I couldn't
resist the cover (it's just dreamy). I cracked it open, hoping to fly threw in time to succeed my goal.

AND BOY did I? I opened the book and less than four hours later I was closing the cover, with a glisten in
my eye. This book had it all- it was highly readable, page turning, the characters were hilarious and brilliant,
the fashion, OH-- and all the Austen references?? Sign me up- This was a very modern day retelling of sorts
of P&P (which is my personal favorite Austen). The antics are a bit outrageous, but you have to just accept
this with the novel. This was the perfect book to sum up the year. A wonderfully fun book with a happy
ending to make my heart explode with joy.

Lynn says

Predictable storyline. Apparently, it is no longer enough to marry a millionaire, all the cool girls are after the
billionaires. Still, it was a pleasant diversion for a quiet day.

Lauren K says

It’s Bridget Jones meets a modern day Pride and Prejudice, The Jane Austen Marriage Manual is probably
one of the most enjoyable ‘chic lit’ books I’ve read in a long time.

Desperate to make ends meet and grieving the loss of her beloved grandmother, journalist Kate Shaw accepts
a freelance job to write an article about the realities of snagging a rich husband in today’s struggling
economic climate. Initially, Kate is reluctant to take on the article- she’s always been a Jane Austen fan but
she prides herself on her independence and aversion to marriage and babies. But when she becomes jobless,
penniless and almost homeless she decides it’s her only chance to make some cash to help her family. But
Kate takes it one step further and makes it her mission to find a rich husband, to choose money over love so
that she can live the rest of her life in comfort and security.

Kate travels from New York to London to St Moritz and transforms herself from Kate Shaw to Lady
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Katherine Shaw and infiltrates high class society where she is bound to meet a rich, single man. But having
just hit the age of 40, Kate realises getting a rich husband may be tougher than it seems, especially when she
is competing with women half her age!

Kate sets her sights on Scott Madewell, a wealthy man 20 years her senior who is also attractive and
charming. Kate doesn’t let his 20 something girlfriend get in her way. But in her fool proof plan to snag a
husband, she overlooks the brooding, shy Griff Saunderson who happens to socialise with the same circles.
After a turbulent beginning to their friendship which involved Kate offending him about his poor fashion
sense while drunk, they struggle to meet eye to eye and are both too proud to put it all aside and start afresh.
With Kate gallivanting across the globe determined to become Scott’s wife, she seems to miss the
opportunities for love and security that may be just under her nose.

Kate is a likeable character; she’s smart, witty and persistent. There are times she does annoy me because she
does lose her head a bit when it comes to Scott, but it is a lesson well-learned and I was happy with how
things worked out in the end. I think the author also took the time to allow the reader to get to know Kate,
her background and the circumstances which lead her to take the article and so the conflicts she face are well
explained and realistic.

What I loved the most about this book were the parallels between it and Pride and Prejudice. I had fun
spotting the similarities between Kate’s predicaments and that of Austen’s heroines, particularly the parallels
between Elizabeth and Mr Darcy and Kate and Griff. As an Austen fan, this is what really drew me to the
story and I could connect with Kate on this level also. Fun, witty chic lit with a modern-day Austen spin!

Nadja says

Natürlich genau so geendet wie man es ahnt, aber ganz nett und doch noch ein paar Überraschungen auf dem
Weg zum Happy End. :)

Meaghan says

I went into this book thinking it was going to be your typical chick lit type book: light and fluffy and very
cute but Izzo has proven me quite wrong with my assumptions. While this book does have some of the
elements of a chick lit novel it also delves a little deeper than most chick lit than I have read. It shows the
value of relationships with others but not just romantic relationships. The main relationships in the novel are
not the romantic ones; they are the relationships between siblings, parents, and friends. That is what I liked
most about this novel.

This book is about Kate, or should I say Lady Kate, who is trying to deal with turning 40 but also with the
loss of her grandmother (who was more like a mother to her). Not only does she lose her grandmother but
she also loses her house and her job all at once. This prompts her to try to find a man in the style of Jane
Austen: to marry rich. Kate starts off not really believing in this idea of marrying for money but as time
passes she really begins to believe that this scheme could actually work.

I loved reading about Kate's shenanigans in Palm Beach, New York and overseas and I found myself
laughing out loud at many moments in the novel. While for a good portion of the novel, Kate may come
across as shallow and money hungry to others, I found her endearing. The essence of her character never
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really changes even going through all the things she does and that is one thing I adore about this book. Too
often, characters change personalities entirely in other novels and I love that Kate stays true to her
personality throughout the story.

My hat goes off to Izzo for her beautiful writing and her rich characters. I loved, loved, loved this novel and I
give it 5 stars. It is something that I needed after reading a horrific dystopian novel and I am so happy to
have been given this novel for review.

Betty says

The book started out with the main character having to deal with quite a few hardships--- losing her job,
grandmother, house and facing 40(!). These could have all been character-building moments but instead Kate
turns into a very unlikable character in order to move the contrived plot along. We never get any insight into
her thoughts as she spirals down a road of douchiness and is an ass to her friends and family in her quest to
become a gold digger. Which makes it very hard to believe the male romantic lead would fall for her. Sadly
this is another book that's riding Austen mania for worse and makes me miss Brigid Jones. A lot.

Kara says

As seen on: Bookosaur

It is a truth universally acknowledged that an educated individual in possession of a good literary appetite
must be in want of the next Great American Novel. With The Jane Austen Marriage Manual, an Austen-
inspired romantic comedy, author Kim Izzo proves otherwise. That's right, dear reader, I'm here to tell you
that it's 100% okay to set aside your copy of Moby-Dick and not just read, but enjoy what Red Online calls
"the ultimate martini-fuelled chick lit read."

Kate Shaw, an acting beauty editor for a prestigious fashion magazine, seems to have it all. She's confident,
beautiful, surrounded by loving friends and family, and, thanks to the perks of working for Haute, lives a life
any woman would be jealous of. Things aren't always what they seem, however, and we soon learn that due
to extenuating circumstances, Kate is out of a job, out of money, and out of a home.

Kate is presented with the opportunity to write a freelance article with a Austenesque twist on whether, in
today's society, it is possible for a woman to marry well, and, as a long-time Jane Austen lover, she is perfect
for the job. Faced with an economic crisis, and determined to improve her family's financial situation, Kate's
hypothetical article quickly turns into a real-life search for her very own Mr. Darcy. When Kate's friends
jokingly buy her a one-square-foot plot of land in Scotland that officially gives her an Aristocratic title, Kate
transforms into Lady Katharine Billington Shaw, a title that proves to be her one-way ticket into the life of
the wealthy elite. Faster than you can say tea and crumpets, Lady Kate is whisked away into a life of
glamour, globe trotting, and luxury.

The Jane Austen Marriage Manual is a light and enjoyable romantic comedy that takes the reader on a
whirlwind journey around the world. The reader is alongside Kate as she leaves her troubles behind in New
York City and travels to the polo fields of Palm Beach, the ski hills of Switzerland, and finally, to the
picturesque Penwick Estate of England in an attempt to win over the man who could quite possibly be the
man of her dreams (or, at the very least, the man of her bank account's dreams). Kate's plans are
compromised, however, when she meets Griffith Saunderson, and she soon realizes that marrying for money
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is easier said than done, especially when it comes to matters of the heart.

Top up your martini, don your cucumber face mask, and get ready to laugh at Kate's sense of humour, cry for
all the right reasons, cringe at some of Kate's choices, groan at the frivolties of the rich, yell in frustration for
Kate to open her eyes and see what's right in front of her, and swoon over the new modern-day Mr. Darcy.
The perfect read for any Austen lover, or anyone looking for a fun and light read.

Amy says

Truly one of the worst books I have ever had the misfortune to read and I have read some bad ones. To have
Jane Austen's name attached to this travesty is an insult to anyone who has read the brilliant Jane Austen and
I am sure she would be insulted to have her name attached to this in any way, shape or form. An inane,
ridiculous book of unlikeable characters, contrived situations and funny? Ah absolutely not. As someone
who loves light, silly novels (I loved Bridget Jones whom this is often compared to) and understands
situations are often contrived for comedy I found this to be ridiculous on so so many levels. I was ready to be
throughly engrossed as the concept of 'marrying well' in this day and age certianly seemed to be an
interesting and funny idea. I was ready to be captivated by the journey and the characters invovled....instead I
found them to be completely unsympathetic and almost completely unlikeable. Absolutely disappointing.
Using Jane Austen quotes to start your chapters does not a great novel make. Horrible.

Katieeoh Lacanlale says

One word to describe this book: ENTERTAINING.

Okay let’s face it, this is a Bridget Jones meets a modern day Pride and Prejudice, The Jane Austen Marriage
Manual is probably one of the most enjoyable ‘chic lit’ books I’ve read in a long time.

It focuses more on how to compare our generation now to the time in the 1800’s where it’s mostly people
live a Jane Austen novel. It’s very particular that when you’re a girl, you only wait to grow older and find a
husband to satisfy your needs. Well, nowadays, Kate Shaw is trying to mend her life and trying to see if she
can live in times like how would Jane Austen do it; by simply, looking for a husband of a good fortune.

It’s an enjoyable read, it made me laugh so much which made me finish this book in just one day. I’m never
really a fan of chic-lits, so I wasn’t that determined to read this book at first, I just bought it for the sake of
it’s a Jane Austen inspired book. Heck. It’s funny, but its not that Pride and Prejudice retelling classic. Nope,
it’s just a great book on how to marry a billionaire. Haha!


