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From the USA TODAY bestselling author of Sweet Thing and Nowhere But Here comes alove story about a
Craigslist “missed connection” post that gives two people a second chance at love fifteen years after they
were separated in New York City.

To the Green-eyed Lovebird:

We met fifteen years ago, almost to the day, when | moved my stuff into the NY U dorm room next to yours
at Senior House.

You called usfast friends. | like to think it was more.

We lived on nothing but the excitement of finding ourselves through music (you were obsessed with Jeff
Buckley), photography (I couldn’t stop taking pictures of you), hanging out in Washington Square Park, and
all the weird things we did to make money. | learned more about myself that year than any other.

Y et, somehow, it all fell apart. We lost touch the summer after graduation when | went to South Americato
work for National Geographic. When | came back, you were gone. A part of me still wondersif | pushed you
too hard after the wedding...

| didn’t see you again until a month ago. It was aWednesday. Y ou were rocking back on your heels,
balancing on that thick yellow line that runs along the subway platform, waiting for the F train. | didn’t know
it was you until it was too late, and then you were gone. Again. You said my name; | saw it on your lips. |
tried to will the train to stop, just so | could say hello.

After seeing you, all of the youthful feelings and memories came flooding back to me, and now I’ ve spent
the better part of a month wondering what your lifeislike. | might be totally out of my mind, but would you
like to get adrink with me and catch up on the last decade and a half?

M
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Amy Harmon says

| got achanceto read an ARC of thisbook. | had never read anything by Renee Carlino before, but | have
admired her from afar and had heard nothing but good things. | LOVED this book. And it made me cry. That
rarely happensto me. | read with half my brain in critique mode. | can't help it. It must come from writing
novels myself, but | can't ever turn off that part of my brain when | read anymore. But my brain was quiet
and my heart was heavy in alovely fat way. | highly recommend.

Judith says

*** JUST AMAZING... ***

This book had me feeling al kinds of emotions...it totally captivated me.Just awonderful piece of writing.It's
astory of the beautiful thing that isfirst love and second chances.

First love...al the tangled emotions that come with it. The hopes,the dreams,the insecurities but because you
love so hard you firmly believe in the future...

Second chances...how mistakes and misunderstanding can shape the pattern of your lives...

The story startsin the present day where Matt is evaluating his life.One day on the subway platform he has
an encounter that brings memories flooding back...
Thefirst half of the book goes back to the past.

Matt and Grace meet when they have rooms next to each other at college. They discover they have alot in
common and quickly become friends and are inseparable.

You called usfast friends.l like to think it was more._Matt

| loved Grace,she had such spirit and afierce determination to be independent as she struggled to put herself
through college with no help from her family.Matt is captivated by her and they eventually become lovers.
After graduation Matt leaves for a summer internship for afew months while Grace staysin New Y ork
preparing for Grad school. The plan isto meet up again at the end of the summer...

The story then moves to the present day where they have not seen each other or had any contact for 15
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years....until the encounter on the subway.
Matt cannot stop thinking about her and puts a post on 'Missed Connections' in an attempt to reach her.She
sees the post and they meet up again.

| don't want to give too much more away but there are secrets revealed as we find out about the last 15 years
of their lives.

Thisisjust a beautiful story that | cannot recommend highly enough......

Pavlina Read more sleep lessblogll [ says

IT'SLIVE

Amazon: http://t.co/kljeEcUqA6
B&N:... https://t.co/7GjkriEVR8

5BEAUTIFUL STARS

Such a beautiful ,sweet,heartbroken,intense and emotional story!!l didn't want to finish it! It felt so realistic
and unique and | had so many feelings while | was reading it! This story touched me in so many ways that
there are moments that | was crying and other moments where | was smiling and swooning because | was so
happy! The story istold both in the present and in the past and this made me feel so inside the story,like | was
with Grace and Matt!

We see how they became friends in the past when they were till in college.How they slowly developed a
passionate and intense relationship! And soon this devel oped in something more,an epic love.But sometimes
people have dreams and love isn't enough to keep peopl e together.Now after 15 years they meet again and
loveis still there.But nothing can be easy,they have to uncover secrets to finally have their second chance..

I loved Matt and Grace so much! They are one of these couples that you wish they have their happy

ending!! There is something special in their relationship, there is love,passion and intensity.| fell in love with
Matt immediately!l loved him so much especially the moments he was crying because this made him

real!'Y ou don't read often about men crying in books.Grace is sweet,funny and kind.l can see why Matt fell
in love with her! There are moments where she talked about her family and | feel sorry for her!Close to the
end around 80% , we have atwist which | didn't seeit coming!

This book was a surprise for me since | have read a book from this author before and | didn't like it alot!But
with this one she goes on the top of my favorite books and authors!If you are looking for an emotional story
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thisis exactly what you need!!l highly recommend it!!

ARC provided by Atria Booksvia NetGalley in exchange for an honest review.

L ondon says

| need agood hour to sit down and vent everything that was wrong with this book. That fucking pathetic
excuse for a hero that | would have loved to punch in the nuts! Ugh don't even get me started

| had fallen in love with him at the beginning only for everything to go completely downhill after 25%!

The book starts out in his POV and for the first 20 some oddd % into the book | was thinking "omg finaly a
5 star read!" | was so sure that this was going to be an epic love story but it all went down hill after that.

STRIKE ONE

Matt & Grace aren't officially together for the first severa monthsinto their friendship, however, to me they
were basically together. They spent al of their time together and they were completely inseparable. At one
point in the book some people mention to Grace how the dark room where Matt goesto printisfilmis
known for having raging parties and people hooking up. She considers how this might be true because every
Friday when Matt would come home from the dark room he would be a bit tipsy. They weren't officially
together and hadn't even kissed yet but it was easy to understand how she might assume it could be true.

She goes to dinner with a professor that she has afeeling might be into her but it was totally platonic. She
sees Matt on the way to the restaurant but she's so hurt by what she heard that she tells him to go and brushes
him off. When she gets back to the dorms from dinner Matt is sitting on the couch with a girl on hislap and
taking body shots off her tits and making out with her right in front of Grace.

To methiswas A COMPLETE 180 from the Matt we get when we read the book in his POV. It just felt so
out of character and quite frankly incredibly cruel. What bothered me the most is that when she tries to get
him jealous too by saying okay fine I'll hook up with aguy there.. he stops here. And that's it.

The subject is never brought up again and he never even apologizes for his behavior. That was one major
strike against him for me. It was just insensitive and incredibly immature.

STRIKE TWO

Once the two are finally together everything is smooth sailing but their relationship iskind of in limbo. He
accepts a National Geographic photography internship out of the country for 3 months and never even
considered her at all when saying yes. At this point they arein love and he claimsto be so in love with her.
Witf?

However, when the heroine is offered a wonderful opportunity to travel for ayear in her professors orchestra,
she says no. Y ou know it's because she loves the hero so much. The topic of what's going to happen between
them comes up but not once during the conversations does he ever consider or bring up not going or what
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will happen between them.

A while before heis set to leave she asks him what he would say if she wereto ask him not to go and he gets
PISSED. Not only that but when she's asking him why he doesn't just leave his belongingsin her dorm rather
than send them back to his mom in Californiaif he's only going to be gone for three months he says "right,
but you never know." He didn't even think of her and would have obvioudy stayed longer and not even taken
her into consideration. It just broke my heart to see him hurting her and he didn't seem in love with her AT
ALL.

Hejerked back and crossed hisarmsover hischest, cocking hishead to the side.

“Would you ask meto?” Frustration could beread in every line on hisface.

Lying there beneath him, | felt more vulnerablethan | ever had before. | wanted to ask
him to stay, but how could | be so selfish? If | asked him, would he love meless, if he even
loved meat all? | couldn’t take his dream away to make mine better. | wouldn’t doiit. |
wouldn’t destroy what we had created.

“Answer me. Would you fucking ask me to turn this down?”
| didn’t want him to, but | just needed to know if hewould. “Would you stay if | asked
you to?”

Hisjaw clenched. He was breathing heavily. Through gritted teeth, he seethed, “ Yes, but
I'd hateyou for it. So ask me. Go ahead.” It felt like he wastaunting me. | began to cry.

“Ask meto fucking stay here and work at the PhotoHut while you go to grad school. Do
it.”

| shook my head but couldn’t form the words.

Hebent over and gripped my face hard, glaring into my eyes. “ Fucking Christ, Grace,
thisisn’t good-bye. Thisis‘'seeyou later.” Tell me you can handlethat, please. Say that
you can handlethat.”

| was hyperventilating now. He was angry but his expression revealed love beneath the
ferocity.

“We made no promisesto each other,” | whispered. “I’'m sorry | brought it up. We'll just
see how things go, okay? Thisisjust a ‘seeyou later.’ ”

Henodded. “That’sright.”

WHAT AN ASSHOLE!
STRIKE THREE

Don't even get me started on when he gets pissed at the heroine when he finds out something that HIS EX-
WIFE caused NOT THE HEROINE.

He finds out that his ex wifeis the reason that he didn't end up with grace and that she had in fact been trying
to reach him for years. And yet when the cock sucking asshole finds out about the daughter he never met he
has the audacity to get pissed at the heroine? Y ou stupid fucking dick she had still been trying to reach you
after she thought you dumped her for another woman! How dare he get pissed at her and say she didn't try
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hard enough!? How he fuck was she supposed to know the letters that your ex wife wrote pretending to be
you weren't actually from you. And then the son of a bitch dead beat asshole (sorry but I'm so angry | have to
curseto vent it al out) immediately runs out the door and leaves her standing there. He then accepts ajob out
of the country because he's so upset. Y ou stupid ass fucking worthless piece of garbage! Y ou don't even
think "oh shit maybe | should meet the daughter I'm allegedly so upset I've never met?' Fuck this piece of
garbage book.

Not only that but when he reads one of the letters she had written him (his ex wife had kept them from him)
HE STILL DOESN'T APOLOGIZE!! They don't get back together and he sees her crying and how sick she
feels over the whole situation AND DOES NOTHING! THE LAST 30% OF THE BOOK THEY STILL
AREN'T TOGETHER !! He doesn't pursue anything with her or apologize and tell her how thankful heis
that she raised such awonderful daughter. The cock sucking mother fucker didn't love her he was a pathetic
little dick that only thought of himself! He sleeps with her twice but never considers something more with
her when she DID NOTHING FUCKING WRONG! She wrote |etters for years even after she thought he
was with someone else just to let him know about his daughter.

If | waswere | would never have written him fuck al. | know he didn't know he had a daughter but WHY
WASHE CONTINUING TO PUNISH HER FOR SOMETHING THAT WASN'T HER FAULT? Instead of
taking it out on his whore of an ex wife he takesit out on the woman that he CLAIMSto love?

They spend the next few months alternating weekends or nights with their daughter and never once does he
try to make things right with her. He should have been worshipping the ground she walked on for raising
their daughter. She could have easily had an abortion, she was young and had her whole life ahead of her and
yet she kept her, loved her, and raised a wonderful child.

| hated the heroine for loving such a pathetic excuse for aman. He had no backbone and was such a selfish
bastard. He didn't love her enough to stay and he didn't love her enough when she DID NOTHING WRONG.
This book needed major groveling and all we got was a shitty second change romance.

Then out of no where they finally get together and a few pages later they get married. The end.

For the few people who mentioned that he takes his rage out on the bitch of an ex wife... NOPE! He never
confronts her about the letters or fucking rips her anew one. No, he saved al his anger and asshole behavior
for the mother of his child. The only innocent one in the whole situation. | wanted him to go after the ex-wife
and rip her to shreds but it's just glossed over!

Fuck this book. complete and utter garbage.

Christy says

[ andif it wasn’t for my HUGE issue with one bit of miscommunication it

Geri Reads says

This book sort of sneaked up on me. Despite the fact that it used one of my least favorite plot devicesin
romance ever, | still ended up liking thisalot.
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Matt and Grace met during their senior year at NY U. Graceis amusic major while Matt is photography.
They immediately bonded from the moment they met through their mutual love of the arts and Jeff Buckley.
Slowly but surely their friendship evolved from friendship into something more. They became inseparable
but the end of college, miscommunication, and misunderstanding brought an end to their relationship. Their
break-up had far-reaching implication on both of them. While they moved on with other people, they never
really got over each other.

Fifteen years later, Matt saw Grace and everything came rushing back. But picking up the pieces of their
relationship was harder said than done. And both Matt and Grace had to deal with secrets and resentments
and awhole slew of other issues.

Before We Were Strangers was told in dual POV and is set in the past and the present. Renee Carlino slowly
unravel the threads for her readers in her trademark prose, which | find really engaging. Grace was afree
spirit and Matt is desperate to prove to his father that he didn't make a mistake in choosing photography
instead of law.

The first part was a bit slow but since | don't mind slow, it wasn't an issue for me. The only issue for me was
the plot device used to break them up. | truly loathe (view spoiler) plot device ssimply because it brings too
much unnecessary drama and assumption that usually don't end well for the characters and me as the reader.
But like | said, despite that | felt for both Grace and Matt. They suffered the consequence of their actions. |
didn't mind the other plot device since | felt it was handled well. But again, the involvement of another
character which | felt added to the length of their separation was grating. Ugh. Also, Matt was awet hoodle
for not trying hard enough. I'm pretty sure we already have Internet in the late '90s but he didn't redlly try
very hard to find Grace. Which was disappointing.

Still, this book tugged at my heartstrings. Plus the writing was stellar. | loved Renee Carlino's voice. So
despite my issues with the plot and the characters, this book touched me. | was rooting for the characters to
get their HEA, and once my feelings get invested, those little annoyances usually fade into the background.

ARC provided by Atria via NetGalley in exchange for an honest review.

Saral] [hiatus] (Ink IsMy Sword) says

oooov2
“The past doesn’t belong to us anymore, and the future is just a fantasy, never guaranteed. But

the present is ours to own. The only way we can realize that fantasy is if we embrace the now.”

0 _FULL REVIEW NOW POSTED
You can aso find it on my blog, Ink IsMy Sword?

All images were found in pinterest, | do not own any of them.

Depicts perfectly alove story that israw, flawed, real and at the same time beautiful. My heart was
beating alongside all the tangible moments.
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s
I have seen this book floating around for years now, it aways intrigued but because | am me | tend to abstain
to read books with alot of hype or that | know | will love. That, of course, changed rapidly when | saw it for
1.99in Amazon, | mean come on who can resist good deals. | picked this book knowing it was about a
young cellist, a second chance romance, and that | would cry. | never knew though that | was gonna be
captivated by thewriting, addicted to the story, swooning with cute sentiments, and that | was gonna
overall feel happy rather than sad. | loved this book so much, but it lacked just atiny bit to make me give
it full five stars.

Thewriting was magnifique. It had an excellent flow, it carried so much emotion and realness, it truly
touched me. Renné also made a wonderful job at creating scenes that were so well described and thought out
I could imagine them happening to me. The dual point of view worked well for me even though the
perspectives weren't changing in aregular manner. In terms of the plot course, | found incredibly effective
that we start 15 years after and we travel back in time, we knew things did not work for them the first time
which made everything more impactful.

| grew so attached to all the charactersthat we wer e meant to love and also disliked fervently the ones
we wer e supposed to hate. Matt with his passion for photography and capturing beautiful moments, his
adventurer side and deep love for his mom, won me over. On the other hand, Grace was a character | was
intrigued deeply by, her survivor tactics for being poor (I took close note), her musician soul, and her
innocence felt realistic. The mix of both of them together taking their younger days one stride at atime had
me highly entertained. But not only our main characters held my attention, Grace' s best friend and the
professor Pornsake and Matt’ s mother and of course (view spoiler), they contributed deeply in the story.
Renee used the side characters output to make an impact in the storyline of our hero and heroine,
reminding usthat people surrounding us can make changesin our circumstancestoo. This cast made
the story felt lessfiction but realistic and relatable, which | was a huge fan of.

| usually liketo read about “perfect” relationships, connections | know in real life oneinamillion hasit, |
love to leave my fantasy through characters. Amazingly | never knew until this book how much | appreciate
and love to read about relationships that are redlistic and till quite amazing. Matt and Grace' srelationship
wasthat eye opener for me, from the start of the relationship to their difficultiesand how they
reunited yearslater, it reminded me of all the amazing love storiesthat are not perfect that surround
me. My mom and that, great age difference, amazing love, but not a happily ever after, my dad died but even
18 years after my mom still loves him and has never married again. My uncle and aunt a second marriage, a
relationship at along distance, never could have kids but my aunt raised my uncle’ s kids for the first
marriage asif they were her own. The love of this near peopleis certainly to perfect or fairy tale like, but still
hugely powerful and swoon-worthy. What | am trying to say is Before We Were Strangersreminded me,
love doesn’t have to have a perfect course and it can be realistic. Matt literally stole my teenage heart, |
really wish | am ableto find alove like that in my college days. Someone real with flaws but that respects
you, is open about their feelings and loves to be with you. Granted sometimes he was an ass, like when he
opened the door of Grace's room and stared at her while she changed, or perhaps that he never fought as hard
as he wanted her to fight for him when they separated ways. But also someone like Grace, with an adventurer
side, someone who doesn’'t mind doing weird activities. | seriously fell in love with so many scenes of them
together.

Thelast point | wannatalk about is how the second chance romance was handled. | found so mesmerizing
how they didn’t find each other again until 15 years later, yearsin which both made separate lives and fell in
love with other people. The book represented well the whole “Life keeps going and you just need to catch
up”. Distance affecting relationship isareality | was glad it was acknowledged in this story.

Overall | loved thisstory, | highly recommend it to all romancereaders and even those who are just
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starting to dip their feet in the genre. My only complaint was that | wished it was a bit longer and that |
didn't cry. But | am not as sad because of the later, the book made me grin like afool. Also sorry | got a bit
too personal.

“ It was such a strange idea knowing he and | were moving for our own pleasure while giving it
back to each other, equally. Like nothing elsein life, sex is perfectly selfless and selfish all at
once. Hot and cold, yin and yang, black and white, and all of the shades in between. Finally,
the whole world made sense. | was in on the secret now.”

?How real everyone and everything felt & the writing.
2 wish it was a bit longer, or with aless abrupt ending.

?

Recommendation. If you like second-chance romances, realistic stories that are carried out during the span
of different years and wonderful writing then you will enjoy this book.

| want to know: Did you cry while reading? Who was your favorite character?

?Pre-reading thoughts:

??2Crossing fingers | am gonna love this. If you have read this, am | gonnacry? | need to get ready with the
tissues.

-SMUT-A-THON book #2 / Second Chances.

Allison O ?Will Never Conquer Her TBRII ? says

4 Second Chance Star sl

To the Green-eyed Lovebird: We met fifteen years ago, almost to the day, when | moved my
stuff into the NYU dorm room next to yours at Senior House........

Before We Were Strangers had a book blurb that captured my attention immediately. What a unique spin on
a second chance romance...Missed Connections on Craigslist. Couple that with the fact that thisiswritten by
Renee Carlino, the author of one of my favorite NA romance novels, Sweet Thing, | couldn't wait to dive into
it!

Before We Were Stranger sis divided into then and now. I'll divide my review as such because my opinion
issplit almost as if it was two different books with two different sets of characters.
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THEN

Matt and Grace meet whilein college. Matt is a photography student and Grace is a music mgjor, agifted
cellist. Grace comes from almost nothing and struggles to pay her tuition, much less afford food. She fast
learned how to make very little go very far. Matt is attracted by her inner strength, her positive attitude and
they become fast friends. Matt's father is very wealthy so he doesn't much struggle for the things that Gracie
does. He wants to help her...her pride be damned.

| LOVED this aspect of the book. NA is definitely hit or miss for me but this was PERFECTION. Ms.
Carlino built their relationship one step at atime. It was realistic and | grew in love with their connection as
two unique, fun college kids. It wasn't rushed. It wasn't insta-love. Those days hanging out in the dorm room,
Grace practicing cello, Matt photographing Grace in every imaginable situation...it was innocent and sweet.
Did | also mention Matt was perfect? Well, all good things must come to an end, maybe. Matt is offered a
huge opportunity to go overseas for the summer after they graduate. Just for a few months and he will be
back for Grace while she prepares for graduate schoadl.....

NOW

Thisisthe aspect of the book that somewhat failed for me. We see from the blurb that Matt spots Grace from
across the subway platform but she's gone before he has the chance to catch her. They both set eyes on each
other. He SAW her whisper his name. He HAS to reconnect with her.

What is this Missed Connections on Craigdlist? It's a venue for people to post messages for missed
connections with people they may or may not know. "To the woman | saw running down the street today at
State and Eisenhower. Y ou're beautiful..." Posted such asthat. | had no clue such a beast existed. It's
strangely very romantic to me. | found myself looking online to my area Missed Connections. Some are SO
sweet and romantic, some weirdly sexual and stalker-ish. But | digress...

Thisis an example of where time jumps fail me. | really didn't mind all the events of NOW. My issueis
more with what happened BETWEEN the then and now. My mind is still alittle befuddled and | feel the
author didn't 100% clear up why they fell out of touch while he was overseas. And, let's faceit, that's a huge
premise of the book! It just didn't make sense to me. Do not click the spoiler unless you've read this book or
don't plan to- (view spoiler) So, because of this giant question mark for me, | had to deduct a solid star. |
really liked their reconnection part of the book yet my mind kept going back to the questions | had during the
15-year time gap.

Asidefor my inner questions, thisis a great book by Renee Carlino. She has the ability to create characters|
immediately fall in love with. Y ou can completely picture each person, envision their personalities and
interactions.
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This quote iswhile they were giving blood platelets for money during those poor days in college. Talk about
endearingly cute...

“You come herealot?”

“That’s such an old pickup line, Matt. | think you need new material.”

“I"'mreally into girlswith big platelets.”

“Much better. Now you have my attention. You’rein luck, because I’'m really into guys
named Mathew.”

“It's Matthias, actually.”

“No shit?” She cocked her head to the side. “1've never heard that name before. Isit
biblical ?”

“Yep. It means God-like.”

“Stop.”

"No, I’'m serious. It means God-like appendage.”

Before We Were Strangersis agreat second chance, friendsto lovers, romance that, for me, was both
tragic and endearing. Characters both intelligent and so very stupid. Mature beyond their years yet immature
in their own relationship, budding-life ways. | can see how eventsin this book may bother some readers. It
didn't bother me to the point of not enjoying the book. It just gave me the lingering "huh?" through till the
end. And I'm still kinda befuddled...

I'd still highly recommend this book for those who loved Sweet Thing. The character of Matt is so stinking
endearing. | loved him. And I commend Ms Carlino for creating a NA book twice now that | truly enjoy!

I had to include this excerpt only because it's written so perfectly, describing that first feeling of falling in
love. | just thought Ms Carlino hit thisinterpretation of first love right on the mark-

You can't re-create the first time you promise to love someone or the first time you feel loved
by another. Y ou cannot relive the sensation of fear, admiration, self-consciousness, passion,
and desire all mixed into one because it never happens twice. You chaseit like the first high for
the rest of your life. It doesn’t mean you can't love another or move on; it just means that the
onhe spontaneous moment, the split second that you took the leap, when your heart was racing
and your mind was muddled with What ifs?—that moment—will never happen the same way
again. It will never feel asintense asthefirst time.

Well said!

PDF File: Before We Were Strangers... 13



Read and Download Ebook Before We Were Strangers...

Advanced copy received by Atria Publishing via NetGalley in exchange for my honest review. Quotes are
taken from pre-published version and may change in final product.

Hulya Kara Yuksel says

TheEnd and I'm crying so bad.. :( My God, It was phenomenal. Thisbook gave me alot thingsto
think about. <3
| felt every sad and happy moment while |l wasreadingit. | loved it so much... ;)

Please just read thisamazing book and don't forget to listen Jeff Buckley's Grace album whileyou're
readingit. Link isbelow. :)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bawbk...

“You can't re-create the first time you promise to love someone or the first time you feel loved by another.
Y ou cannot relive the sensation of fear, admiration, self-consciousness, passion, and desire all mixed into
one because it never happenstwice. You chaseit like the first high for the rest of your life. It doesn’t mean
you can’t love another or move on; it just means that the one spontaneous moment, the split second that you
took the leap, when your heart was racing and your mind was muddled with What ifs?>—that moment—will
never happen the same way again. It will never feel asintense asthefirst time. At least, that’ s the way |
remember it. That’s why my mother always said we memorialize our past. Everything seems better in a
memory.”

“The present is our own. The right-this-second, the here-and-now, this moment before the next, is ours for
thetaking. It's the only free gift the universe has to offer. The past doesn’t belong to us anymore, and the

futureisjust afantasy, never guaranteed. But the present is oursto own. The only way we can realize that
fantasy isif we embrace the now.”

“And in that moment, you realize how little control you have over your own destiny. From the time you're
born, you have no control; you can't choose your parents, and, unless you're suicidal, you can't choose your
death. The only thing you can do is choose the person you love, be kind to others, and make your brutally
short stint on earth as pleasant as possible.”
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"Like nothing elsein life, sex is perfectly selfless and selfish al at once. Hot and cold, yin and yang, black
and white, and al of the shadesin between.”

“It was like the universe was teasing us; we saw each other just a second too late.”

"Once there was ayou and me
We were lovers

We were friends

Before life changed

Before we were strangers

Do you till think of me?"

Michelle says

This blurb was probably one of the most intriguing and captivating blurbs I’ ve stumbled across. The moment
| read it, this book became an obsession. | needed to read it, | had to.

Matt has the career most photographers would kill for. Fifteen years, an esteemed position working for
National Geographic and a Pulitzer Prize photo adorning hiswall. But a career isn't everything. Divorced
and standing still in acity that moves at the speed of light, Matt islost. Then one day it happens. He sees her.
Grace. It has been fifteen years since he said ‘ see you later’ and she’ s just there. But then she’ sgone. A
moment where their eyes lock, recognition strikes and old feelings being to stir. Suddenly Matt’s world goes
from gray to color.

When the idea of placing an ad in the Missed Connections section of Craigslist, Matt figures, what does he
have to lose? Now, for anyone who has ever been bored and read through these, you know how addicting
they are. | do this. Often. | can't help myself. The one romantic post is so worth reading through all the
sexual propositions and just dirty, dirty posts. So months pass and Matt hears nothing from his Green-eyed
Lovebird, until someone shows her the ad and she responds.

But thislove story isn't just as simple as that. Fifteen years have passed. A love that existed was lost
somewhere, somehow along the way. And before we can get to the finish, we must first go to the beginning.

The past isrevisited from the first day when Matt meets Grace, through their friendship and ultimately as
they fall in love. But as often with young love, ambitions dictate decisions. Y ou' re young, there is aways
more time to love but you only get one chance to live. So circumstances separate these two just as they are
discovering how much their hearts belong to one another.

Watching these two fall in love was athrilling experience. | fell head over heels with these two characters.
They were so well written, complex and carried such depth. There was this whimsical feeling that made you
feel just as carefree as these two souls as they had the world at their feet. A young love, rich in feeling even
if they were managing to get by with just the bare essentials.

From his constant need to capture her on film to the moments he listens to her play her cello through the
dorm walls; these two were perfection. Absolute perfection. And although you know that they spent the last
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fifteen years apart, your heart still breaks when it al falls apart. | was so lost in this story that everything
outside of the wordsright in front of me just did not exist. My heart ached for the loss that these two must
have felt. The loss of all those years, all those experiences. Everything that they could never get back.

Asthey reunite they talk about the lives they lived apart, reminisce on the days they spent young and in love
and ultimately how they both still feel for each other now. But alot happened in those fifteen years and the
devastation as to what eventually led to the split is revealed, leaving you absolutely gutted just as your heart
started to smile again.

| was all over the place while reading this book. The highs were utterly fantastic and the lows, well those
stole my breath and left atrail of tearsin their wake. Thiswas my first read from Renee Carlino although
she's aname that has been on my list to read for sometime. If thisis the style of writing and storytelling |
have to look forward to, | know it won't be my last.

Before We Were Strangers hits all the spots in a second chance romance. Thisis a beloved storyline in the
romance genre and this book is the perfect example to showcase why that is. A stunning love story exists
inside these pages, one that became so vivid that it was asiif it was leaping off the pages. | was a voyeur into
Matt & Grace sworld for afew hoursand | can say that it aplacel’d loveto visit again and again.

Catarina says

4 Second Chance Stars.

Matt and Grace fell in love during college and they thought it would be forever. Unfortunately life got in the
way and for the next 15 yearsthey didn’t see each other and their lives moved on in different directions.

In only took one random morning for them to see each other again in the NY subway in away and life bring
them together again. But 15 years change alot of things, so can this be their second change of re-kindle their
love or sometimes lifeistoo different to fall back in love?

Second change romances are my favorites, I’m a completely goner for them, and despite not being big fans
of convenient misunderstandings, | like them so much | really don’t mind. Join afirst love romance, nice
characters and a sweet, emotional and romantic background and you have awinner for me. There was some
aspects within the plot that | really didn’t care much for, but in overall this was agreat reading. A great
second chance love story that proves that Renée Carlino sure knows how to write a good story and captivate
the reader.

If you're in the mood for a good and solid romance, thisis a good choice.

Rating: 4 Stars.
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Characters Development: | like how realistic the characters are. Regular jobs, some curveballsin their life,
but regular people with normal dreams to whom life gave a second chance. Matt was a good guy, Grace was
sweet and they together were areally nice couple. There was a character that | hoped that something bad
happened because it deserved a good dose of bad karma, but unfortunately it didn’t happen. (And | had to
take brownie points because of it.)

Steam: Some heated scenes.

Sensible Subjects: (view spoiler)

Love Triangle: (view spoiler)

Cheating: (view spoiler)

HEA: (view spoiler)

AriannallSteamyReadsBlogll[] says

3.5 Stars!!

“ Before We Were Strangers” is a sweet, emotional story about two individuals who fall for each other two
times. It'sa story about falling in love for the first time/finding second chance at love. Intense and
heartwarming, but also heartbreaking at times, this story istold both in the past and in the present from both
MC characters perspective. Y ou certainly will enjoy this story if you’re afan of missed connections listings.

" To the Green-eyed Lovebird: We met fifteen years ago, almost to the day, when | moved my
stuff into the NYU dorm room next to yours at Senior House..."

Matt and Grace meet each other in college. Matt is a photography student and Grace is a music major. Matt
has good reasons from wanting to escape LA. While his family has money, Grace' s family is poor. She's
strugglesto pay her tuition and she'strying really hard to get good enough to be astudio musician. Matt is
mesmerized with Grace from the beginning. She seems shy, but she can also be brazen. He is drawn to her
like amoth to aflame and Grace seemsto be intrigue by Matt as well. They start to hang out every day and
soon they become more, but fate intervenes and they somehow are split up.

“I just met her at the wrong time. Fifteen years have gone by and | still think about her.”

Fifteen years have passed and Matt still remembers Grace and how good they were together. He never forget
her smile or how talented she was with her cello, he never found away to let her go. He recently divorced, so
he's not looking for arelationship. But when he spots Grace from across the subway and she seemsto
recognize him, he knows he has to find her. He posts a missed connection add on Craigslist and hopes that
somehow Grace for a second time will find her way to him.

“We were victims of bad timing. But herewe are again.”
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“ Before We Were Strangers’ was a sweet, enjoyable read, well written for the most part and while | didn’t
loveit, | liked it. Honestly | enjoyed the past more. IMO was written better and unlike the present nothing
was rushed. At least for me. | love first love romance novels, so | really enjoyed this aspect here. | loved how
Matt and Grace started a tentative friendship that blossomed to something more. Their relationship
development was really well done. Y ou can actually figure out when exactly their feelings for each other
start to change. Matt and Grace were great, endearing characters. | liked them separately and | loved them
together. They were sweet, they were fun and they warmed my heart with their antics and interactions.

“No one could change the past or give us back the time we had lost, and there were no words
to make everything better. We just had to accept the present for what it was.”

The past had some enjoyable moments as well. It was great seeing these characters trying to reconnect. Both
Matt and Grace from the past were likeable and | liked the fact that their voices felt different from the onesin
the past. | liked the fact that they never forget each other, but | would have aliked to feel a more powerful
connection between them.

What it didn’t work for me in was the miscommunication between these two characters and of course the
dramathat fallowed. Also, | think both Matt and Grace didn’t try finding each other hard enough. | won't go
into details about what actually happened, but for me the whole situation they were in wasn't so believable.
The ending was sweet and full of hope, but was too rushed for my liking. Everything has been resolved too
quickly. But thisisjust my opinion.

Overal, thiswas anice, enjoyable read, but obviously not my favorite second chance romance I’ ve read so
far.

Jaidee says

4.5 "over the moon with swoon!" stars
2015 Honor able Mention Read
I cannot believe how much | cried and smiled with this sweet contemporary romance.

Thisbook camein my e-mail box last week from my first love when | was sixteen. She wrote some very
sweet words and ended by saying that this book made her feel so young and in love (which we were for the
year she was visiting from Czechoslovakia). We are still the best of friends and have been there for each
other through severe illnesses, divorces and other heartaches. My first love became my best friend.

This book took me back to those carefree teenage days. The heady intoxication of care, passion and the
belief that the world was awondrous place. Gracie and Matty in the book "was us" and also anybody that has
been in aloving and compassionate relationship.

| loved Ms. Carlino's easy breezy writing style that felt so light yet so full of genuine emotions. | cried with
much joy thinking of my beautiful girl from Prague that shared herself with me for ayear of pure joy, fun,
intense conversation and adolescent lovemaking. The sweet blonde pixie who loved her teddy bear (her nick
for me) and continues to do so.

PDF File: Before We Were Strangers... 18



Read and Download Ebook Before We Were Strangers...

Most importantly though this book brought gratitude to my heart for the life | have now. My boyfriend said |
have not kissed him this often in the past week (while reading this book) since we first met six years ago. |
am grateful to that pretty pixie girl who taught me how to love at the age of 16 and now to the beautiful man
that loves me unconditionally at my old age of 44.

Ms. Carlino thank you for this lovely romance.

Aj the Ravenous Reader says

"" From thetime you’ re born, you have no control; you can’t choose your parents, and, unlessyou’re
suicidal, you can’t choose your death. The only thing you can do is choose the person you love, be kind to
others, and make your brutally short stint on earth as pleasant as possible."

After thisfirst Renee Carlinoread, I'm an instant fan!

Grace and Matt first met as senior university students- best friends turned lovers. Each a perfect half of one
perfect heart, torn apart by time and fate but chanced upon each other by the same twisted fate fifteen years
later! Does this mean a second chance for “the one that got away “or just along overdue closure? Oh my
feels!

Read the book! Read the book! Read the book! Y ou hear me? READ.THE.BOOK!

Matt and Grace are adorable people. Matt’s unrelenting love and beautiful personality with hisincredible
talent in creating photos that have a story telling quality isimpressive. Grace' s selflessnessis endless and
awe-inspiring. Her passion for music and devotion for her family (no matter what the cost) will make your
heart burst. It’'sreally hard to point out flaws. It's hard to tell which of them was wrong because redly,
they’re both just victims of wrong timing and an evil scheming witch named Elizabeth.

The story, written with comfortable ease and gracefulnessis like the perfect blend of the most wonderful
elements taken from books | adore without coming off as an imitation. The younger version of the characters
reminded me so much of the adorable Dylan and Gray of First Comes Love series. The plot kind of reads a
little like that of Love, Rosie only so much better and the element of music made me think of Where She
Went. In short, it's an unforgettably beautiful book you won't be able to put down once you’ ve begun.

The story broke my heart in the most beautiful ways (if that was possible) without being mean or tragic or
dramatic. It'sraw and natural and true, it hurts. Somebody, please gag me now before | spill the entire story.

Thanks for the wonderful, wonderful recommendation, Arch. Y ou can read his beautiful review here.

Angela says
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" shewas perfect... poetry in motion- the evidence of a life burning well and bright."

I do not say thislightly... Thisis one of the best contemporary books I've ever read. If you know me, then
you know contemporary is my least favorite genre. There are some thing 1'd like to clear up right away
though. BWWSisn't an action packed book with a massive slap you plot twist, and for somereasonit is
classified in the Y A section of the book store. This novel issimply what it saysit is, a sweet feel good read,
which is one of it's best qualities. Second in my opinion it should be filed under New Adult. It does straddle
the line of Yaand Na, but to me it fallsinto the latter. Thisisalso aplus for this book.

BWWSis anovel following two main characters. Matt who is a photography student and Gracewho isa
music major. Matt isreally starting to discover who heis as an artist when Grace fallsinto hislife. Matt is
perfection when it comes to leading males. He is everything we want in alead while bring something new to
aprotagonist. He is confident, charismatic, and so sarcastic. Completely loved everything about his
character. | liked his charm and was consumed by his thoughts. | loved how he never second guessed who he
isas aperson. He has easily became one of my all time favorite leading males. Grace however was his
opposite. Sheis confident, but is so clearly closed off. Sheis broken and lost. The way Matt knows who he
is, isthe way Grace strugglesto feel herself out. Astheir relationship grows so does both their personalities.

They'rerelationship y'all, is perfection. It feels so real. You will really fedl like you're going through
everything with them. They're ups and downs will feel like yours. Y ou will be experiencing al the emotions
and pain right along with them, and it's flipping fantastic. The way these two feed off each other is amazing.
They had me laughing, grinning, blushing, and breaking my heart. Sometimes all those feelings were
happening at the same time. | probably cried ten times while reading this book. | wasn't even half way
through and | had cried at least four. These two are a couple from the moment they meet you'll want to have
a happy ending. I'm a sucker for books that the couple are friendsfirst (legit friends) then turn into something
more. Carlino makes this process seem effortless... Like she was born with alaptop in hand to deliver us
friend first romance.

Theplotisas| said above, steady. It's not a book where something isjust going to jump out at you. Thisis
100% okay! The pacing was completely fine for me. | usually hate the mild speed of contemporary books,
but not with BWWS. Their journey is sweet and perfectly timed. | was super worried reading because the first
half the book was so strong, | feared the last half wouldn't live up. | thought the jump from past to present
would do the same. | was taken back when neither of these things turned me off. | wont however lieto you...
YOU WILL KNOW WHAT IS COMING!!! | saw it coming the moment it was winked at, | thought this
would in the long run make me lower my rating. NOPE. When it happens and everything comesto light |
was still (continued to be) a big blubbering mess. Not exagger ating at all... messlike-sitting in the middle
of my bed, wrapped up like a burrito, using the bottom of my shirt as a tissue with no shame-mess.

Before We Were Strangers was a very pleasant surprise. | definitely under estimated how much this book
was going to effect me. A book | simply thought would be afill-in read till | figured out what | wanted to
really dive into next. Turned out to be a huge punch to my heart. Anything that might be considered a "flaw"
iswiped away by the pure beauty of Carlino's writing and by the way she will pull you into thislove story. A
book wher e the romance scenes ar e soul warming and the love feels authentic. Carlino takesuson an
emotional rollercoaster of aread, and doesn't missa chance at pulling at our heartstrings. Before We
Were Strangersisthe definition of " all the feels".

READ THISREVIEW AND OTHERS OVER ON OUR BLOG:

SBSR SBSR SBSR
SBSR SBSR SBSR
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Just alittle side-note too, | thought the cover and title of this book were gorgeous but after reading it
realize just how amazing they really are.
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