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Timothy Keller, renowned pastor and New York Times bestselling author, exploreslife' s biggest
questionsin The Wedding Party, the fourth installment in his Encounterswith Jesus eBook series.

The Gospel of John details the stories of many who met Christ. In his Encounters with Jesus series, Timothy
Keller, pastor of New Y ork’s Redeemer Presbyterian Church and New York Times bestselling author of The
Reason for God, explores biblical passages to show how these meetings with Jesus still affect us today. By
examining the well known passage where Jesus turns water into wine for awedding party, Keller shedslight
on what will put the world right, and what Jesus has done to do so.
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David Tunstall says

Joy

iswhat Jesus gives us. he paid the price for our wretched selves, who are flawed and self-centered. He paid
the price for us so that we can and should laugh.

| still don't fully get the bride metaphor because of the embedded sexual connotations. This could simply be
my own limited Euclidian thinking but would have liked a more nuanced exposition that addresses that angle
of using the bride metaphor...otherwise a solid and important contribution to the body of commentary on the
message of the Gospel.

Josh says

Though | don't agree with Keller on everything he believes (i.e. his stance on Contemplative Spirituality /
Mysticism), | do find myself agreeing with him about alot and | love the way that heis able to clearly
present his thoughts no matter what text he is exegeting. The Wedding Party deals with Jesus ' first
miracle/sign of turning water into wine at the Wedding at Cana (John 2:1-11). Since thisis avery short book,
| was afraid that Keller was going to struggle to provide enough historical background, context and grammar
related information to help the readers understand exactly what Jesus wanted known through this miracle,
but Keller did an excellent job of providing an adequate amount of detail to make the readers comfortable
that he had thoroughly studied the text. Here is a short exert of the book to wet your appetite:

"Now, the key to understanding this event is the last verse. Thiswas not called merely amiracle but asign. A
signisasymbol, or signifier, of something else. Jesus did not have to exercise his power in this situation, but
he did. And when he chose to do so, it became 'the first of his signs through which he revealed hisglory' - his
true identity - to others. And the fact that he did it this way [turning water into wine] is full of interest.”

| was provided afree copy of thisbook by Penguin Group - Dutton Publishers via NetGalley in exchange for
an honest review of the book.

Richard says

Volume four was a breath of fresh air.

Keller provides some wonderful insights to the first miracle performed by Jesus in the Gospel of John. I've
heard so many stories and sermons on this story; Jesus turns water to wine after the alcohol runs out. I've
heard the focus on the cleansing rituals and how Jesus foreshadows the great banquet but Keller provides a
little extra here.

One of the mgjor pointsin this essay was, while everyone el se was celebrating the wonderful wedding party,
Jesus was thinking about his death. (Woman ... my time has not yet come)

Thereis so much moreto this book. Keller has away of providing some good mesaty study while whetting
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the appetite for more. If only we could attend his church!

It isan uplifting read. Whether you're married or single, this book (especially the end!) will encourage you to
pursue the God who pursues you!

Thisis another winner of a short e-book from Keller. They provide some great teaching for a mid-week
study or amorning jolt of godly praise.

This book was provided for review, at no cost, by Dutton Publishing.

Tim Sheppard says

Could chew on some of this sermon for awhile. | like the use of classics and how Keller manages to bring
together great ideasin a concise way.

Terence says

short and sweet. adopted from Tim keller's sermons

Victor says

This short ebook looks at Jesus' first miracle, turning water to wine at awedding in Cana, to answer the
question, "What did Jesus come to do?' (Hint: he's the Lord of the Feast.)

The "Encounters with Jesus' seriesis basically a collection of some of Tim's sermons, lightly edited for
publication. And this sermon really is one of hisfinest.

Dutton gave me a copy to review, which didn't bias me. But | am not impartial towards the author - God
helped me greatly through his preaching while | wasliving in NY C from 2004 to 2006. If | recal rightly, he
preached from this text in at some point 2005.

Mathew says

I’ve enjoyed all of The Encounter with Jesus series, but this may have been my favorite because of therich
exposition of John 2. I've never heard this passage expounded in this way and connected to the gospel so
directly.

Keller first points out Jesus makes himself the Master of the party. He brings joy and life to something on the
edge of disaster. He says,

“‘Yes,' heissaying, ‘I'm going to suffer. Yes, there's going to be self-denial. Y es, there’ s going to be
sacrifice--for me first and then for my followersaswell. But it'sall a means to an end, which isfestival joy!
It'sal in order to bring about resurrection and the new heavens and new earth. The end of al evil and death
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and tears. Y ou know all those Dionysian legends about the forest running with wine, dancing, and music?
That’ s nothing compared to the eternal feast that is coming at the end of history’” (68 of 646).

This connectedness with the overall mission of Jesus saturates the wedding feast sign. It’s arich picture that
refracts the gospel story in dozen ways. | don’t want to give too much more away. It's a short read, and |
could give three or four more paragraph quotations with rich gospel pictures.

Instead of doing that, go ahead and pick up The Wedding Feast and enjoy Keller's deft gospel -centered
exposition.
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