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W.K.C. Guthrie has written a survey of the great age of Greek philosophy - from Thales to Aristotle - which
combines comprehensiveness with brevity. Without pre-supposing a knowledge of Greek or the Classics, he
sets out to explain the ideas of Plato and Aristotle in the light of their predecessors rather than their
successors, and to describe the characteristic features of the Greek way of thinking and outlook on the world.
Thus The Greek Philosophers provides excellent background material for the general reader - aswell as
providing afirm basis for specialist studies.
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Andrew Guthrie says

After having the Greco-Roman thing dully hammered, and thus rendered uninteresting, into my apathetic
pre-pubescent skull, | am finally starting to catch on/catch up. | was attracted to thisin a bookstore as
hospital reading for yet another kidney stone blasting, but when | opened it up and saw its ancient font and
1950 publishing date | was skeptical, but found it to be a modest, well-written and succinct summation of
Greek philosophy (spending most its energy on the big three: Socrates, Plato, Aristotle). The powers of the
ancient Greeks deductive reasoning, with nothing to go on but their own minds (no experimental scientific
methods, let alone the contemporary fields of grammar,linguistics or psychology) makes me marvel at their
prescience in dealing with many of the philosophical questions we still struggle with. | devoured thisasif |
was reading anovel.

Ahmad Sharabiani says

The Greek Philosophers: from Thalesto Aristotle, W.K.C. Guthrie (William Keith Chambers Guthrie)
W.K.C. Guthrie has written a survey of the great age of Greek philosophy - from Thales to Aristotle - which
combines comprehensiveness with brevity. Without pre-supposing a knowledge of Greek or the Classics, he
sets out to explain the ideas of Plato and Aristotle in the light of their predecessors rather than their
successors, and to describe the characteristic features of the Greek way of thinking and outlook on the world.
Thus The Greek Philosophers provides excellent background material for the general reader - aswell as
providing afirm basis for specialist studies.

Alberto says

Compré este libro de segunda mano, a sabiendas de que Guthrie es un reputadisimo conocedor de la filosofia
griega antigua. Este libro, al contrario que su prodccion magna de varios volimenes, es una introduccién
somera alos primeros fil6sofos griegos, desde Tales a Aristételes. EI mérito es que lo que explicaeslo
fundamental y 1o hace de unaformalo suficientemente sencilla como para que entendamos el sentido de las
pajas mentales que, a nuestros ojos de occidentales del siglo XXI, nos pueden parecer méas descabelladas.
Nos pone en contexto y eso ayuda mucho para entender por qué los fil 6sof os se preguntaban cosas tan raras.
De hecho, aqui estala mejor explicacion de la doctrina de las |deas de Platon que he vsito, haciéndonos
entender el proceso por e que el filésofo llegd atales conclusiones, situandonos en su conecpxto histéricoy
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social. Recomendadisimo paratodo aguel que quierarefrescar su conocimiento sobre |os primeros pasos del
pensamiento occidental.

Minapamina says

1st reading

***%x [ An excelent introduction to the titans who started it al. Clear and succinct. Does just what it says on
thetin, realy.

2nd

***%* [ |t's amazing how Guthrie manages to explain both the ethics and metaphysics of Plato in 40 pages. Of

courseit'sabrutal summary, but he's able to cram all the most important stuff in there. And he explainsit all
in away which the layman can understand.

A. says

An excellent introduction into the pre-Socratics and their influence on Socrates, Plato and Aristotle. Together
with Thomas Szlezak's Reading Plato, it makes a great starting point for anyone interested in the ideas of the
ancient Greeks.

Craig Prather says

Thiswas agreat read! Prior to reading this, | was not much for philosophical thought; however, this book
really gives you an in-depth understanding of 3rd and 4th century B.C. philosophers and their philosophical
arguments.

Onething | discovered was that most of the popular philosophers of this time period drew thoughts from
their predecessors. So, for example, Plato drew inspiration from Socrates, and Aristotle expanded upon
Plato's philosophies. This mirrors Einstein's philosophy which he drew from Immanuel Kant and others.

Thiswas agreat book on the origins of Greek philosophy and the semantics of Greek philosophical terms.
You'll explore the deeper meaning of "Arete, Kosmos, taxis, dynamis, anthropine, ergon, and others. | highly
recommend this book

Maan Kawas says

An excellent short, concise, and clear introduction to ancient Greek classical philosophy from Thalesto
Aristotle. | particularly appreciated Guthrie's explanation of some key words- according to their ancient
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Greek meaning- such as, justice, good, virtue, etc..

Torsten says

Yi?it Guler says

Ozellikle Aristo ileilgili k?s?mda biraz fazla felsefi terminolji icerdi?i igin sindirerek ve a??r okumak
gerekiyor. Felsefeye giri?icin ¢ok da uygun bir kitap oldu?unu di?inmtyorum. Halihaz?rda belli bir
altyap?ya sahip bir okurun daha cok verim alaca??nainan?yorum bu kitaptan. Tavsiyem internetten konuyla
ilgili e?itim videolar? e?i?inde okunmas? (¢ok kolayc? bir yol biliyorum ama hayat k?sa ku?ar uguyor). Bu
sayede anlat?anlar h?zlayerine oturuyor daha da 6nemlisi Sokrates, Platon ve Aristo aras?ndaki temel
farklar daha net anla??abiliyor. Ote yandan bu kitab™n okunma siirecini uzat?p sizi yorabiliyor da.

Catorce says

Muy buenaintroduccion alafilosofia griega, recomendable paratodos los que quieran iniciar con la filosofia

Tim says

Does avery good job of establishing the easily forgotten difference and remoteness of the ancient Greek
cultura and intellectual background. Also agood synopsis of the Pre-Socratics and their concerns, putting
Socrates, Plato and Aristotle in appropriate context, plus a good explanation of key Greek terms and
concepts. Some of these can’t really be translated directly, so thisis pretty valuable. Guthrie knows his
subject well and packs alot into 175 pages. It's also an easy and pleasant read.

Tyler says

Perusing this short book has helped extend my sketchy knowledge about the inception and expansion of
philosophy in ancient Greece, and the book is surprisingly friendly to its readers.

Guthrie looks at the pre-Socratic philosophersfirst, then the Big Three: Socrates, Plato and Aristotle. This
leaves out later philosophers such as the Epicureans and the Stoics, but provides us a much stronger
background on those Big Three. To my surprise, however, the book included no discussion on the
development of logic, for which Aristotle is known.

Among the many interesting tidbits, the author talks about the changing meaning of the word virtue, the
actual reason Plato made such an issue of his Forms, and the vacuum around the subject of epistemology in a
tradition focused upon metaphysics and ethics. The discussion gave me an appreciation of Aristotle's stress
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upon the immanent, and his introduction of potentiality as a hitherto unheard-of concept which solved many
early conceptua puzzles.

Asthe story progresses, it shapes a picture of a society emerging from barbarism into a strikingly advanced
state. | happily recommend this easy read for anyone curious about philosophy and classical studies.

Bob Nichols says

Thisisaconcise and clear book on the early Greek philosophers.

Guthrie begins by stating that his intent isto explain Socrates, Plato and Aristotle in terms of their
predecessors, rather than focusing on their subsequent influence on Western philosophy. He reviews those
predecessors who struggled and debated the great themes of the day (materialism versusidealism,
permanence versus change, relativism versus absolutism). Philosophy broke out into two main schools of
thought, reflecting matter on the one hand and form on the other. The former, for example, was represented
by Empedocles who saw change driven by strife and love. The Pythagoreans, representing the latter school,
separated the soul from the body and gave it transcendence and immortality. Incidentally, they seem
remarkably Vedic in outlook.

Socrates and Plato emerge from and reflect a Pythagorean-like world. The city-state was both secular and
religious. In their view it needed to reflect a transcendent world that was populated by ideal forms, including
especially order and beauty. These ideal forms were not abstractions from this world, but existed
independent of space and time. For Plato, the soul was mind, which tied usto thisideal world. While
Aristotle saw humans as biological beings, in his heart Guthrie says, he stayed aligned with Socrates and
Plato in his overall worldview. God was the only pure form that was immune from change. Through reason,
the human task was to imitate this perfect form as much as possible, while keeping our biological being in
check by following the doctrine of the mean and guided by the Good (virtuous behavior - everyone following
their 'proper nature', i.e., class).

Whileit is common enough to pick and choose from the thought of Socrates, Plato and Aristotle, Guthrieis
clear that their respective perspectives could be traced to and were dependent on the notion of a divine world
that was beyond space and time. So much time has elapsed from the days of these philosophers, and biology
and physics can contribute much to how we might today understand the themes of mind and body,
timelessness and change, cause and moativation, and materialism and idealism. After reading Guthrie, afair
guestion to ask is whether too much effort now is spent studying the relevance of these thinkers to today's
reaity.

Eliana says

This book was avery concise, clear account of Greek philosophers. The book seemed to be written a college
level and it spends most of itstime on the three biggest philosophers, Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle.
However, it does briefly describe some of the ideas that were around in the times before Socrates.

The book iswritten in arather dry way which appealed greatly to me. It very directly describes the topics,
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and is very frank about the fact that he is only including parts of each Greek's philosophy in each chapter as
well asthe fact that implications of many of the Greek words get lost in trandation. The author tries his best
to write without bias, and most of the time points out where his bias particularly comesin.

Overall, it was agreat introduction to Greek philosophy, which was exactly what | was looking for when |
picked the book.

Sarah says

A concise, readable, and engaging introduction to Ancient Greek thought. Guthrie is clearly passionate about
his subject, and it comes across in his convictions about what isimportant for the reader to know and how he
writes about it. This book absolutely piqued my interest in further exploring various philosophical traditions

and understanding their influence on later thought, and in that | believeit achievesitsams
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