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Jon Baxley, Editor of Amazing Authors Showcase says it all in his review. "This author's fictionalized
account of Constanze Webber--an extraordinary woman who just happened to marry an even more
extraordinary man named Mozart--brings 18th Century Vienna and its people vividly alive. Constanze would
have been a remarkable woman for any era, struggling with her own perspective on life while trying to cope
and understand the icon composer with whom she chose to share her life. But as an 18th Century woman, she
is all the more remarkable. This book is well written and thoroughly researched, that's obvious from the
details in dialogue and events. I suspect little of this work is pure fiction, though, given the vast availability
of historical information on Mozart and his contemporaries. However, the author melds background
information with fictional material so seamlessly, it all seems real. Despite knowing a lot about the man
already, I'm even more convinced now that Mozart was one of a kind in history and so was his wife
Constanze. To me, great writing is all about imagery, characterization and dialogue. MOZART'S WIFE has
all of that and more. Plus, it's a real eye opener to Mozart himself as seen by his closest companion. If you
like historical fiction with a wealth of factual detail, this book should be on your reading list."
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From Reader Review Mozart's Wife for online ebook

Paul Garrett says

A well-written novel about composer Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, told from the perspective of his long-
suffering wife, Stanzi. Juliet Waldron captures the grime and pain of life late in the 18th century and bits of
splendor from aristocratic ways. Most of it concentrates on Mozart as an undeniable genius who simply
cannot control his need to be the life of every party. His sexual needs and drinking appear to be on par with
fellow aristocrats, but his spendthrift ways reduce Stanzi to living on the edge of ruin. Eventually she feels
obliged to get vengeance. The novel proposes that Mozart is murdered by a lover's jealous husband. The
story continues as renewed interest in Mozart's work earns her a comfortable fortune and much honor in
society. She regrets that her sons lack musical genius. The war on women in Central Europe in the 18th
century is graphically pictured, and Stanzi and few other characters stand out for their nobility. There is no
sugar-coating. This makes Mozart's Wife well worth reading.

Kim Murphy says

Before reading Mozart's Wife, I knew nothing about the man behind the music of Wolfgang Amadeus
Mozart. A splendid example of what fifteen years of research can create, Ms. Waldron has done a
magnificent job portraying the man through the person who probably knew him best, his wife, Konstanze.

Konstanze's story progresses from a starry-eyed girl's adoration of the man she loves to a mature woman's
wisdom, and ultimately, early widowhood. Being married to a creative, eccentric genius is a bumpy road that
leads her along the path of debt and infidelity. To complicate matters, she endures multiple pregnancies with
only two children surviving. Grief draws the couple closer together, then later serves as a wedge driving
them apart.

The only constant in their lives is Mozart's music. During lean years, Konstanze grows to wonder why he
keeps writing what no one wants to hear. But Mozart in his dying words promises her that his music will take
care of her and the children.

Mozart's Wife is a story of love, jealousy, grief, and most importantly--forgiveness. A fast-paced read, Ms.
Waldron has exquisite, smooth-flowing prose. I found myself reading more on Mozart, which attests to how
much I was swept into the 18th century and the life of perhaps the most creative composer of all time.
Mozart's Wife is a must read for classical music lovers and historical readers alike.

Al says

Most readers (myself included) know little more about Wolfgang and Constanze Mozart than they might
have seen in the movie Amadeus, where what few insights were portrayed were notoriously inaccurate
(being based on a work of fiction in the first place). Even if one loves Mozart's music, as so many do, and
loves books about music and musicians, the personal lives and character of these two celebrities are largely
unknown. In fact, the person who delves further into history will find that Constanze, in particular, has been
treated unflatteringly and even harshly by the chroniclers, as so many famous women of history were. What
a great opportunity to learn something about one of musical history's notable people!
Juliet Waldron reinterprets the life of Constanze Mozart in most convincing fashion in this splendidly
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researched and masterfully written account of her life from young teen to aged widow. Constanze is not a
perfect woman: she has her faults. As a naive young girl, she is swept off her feet by the dashing and famous
young prodigy, delights in his sensuality, and willingly marries him hardly knowing what kind of life she is
in for. Her new husband, she comes to learn, is a spendthrift and bon vivant. Though devoted to her, he also
works diligently to cultivate a whole city full of aristocrats, church officials, wealthy merchants with
attractive daughters to be taught, networks of influential, often jealous artists and composers, and platoons of
flashy, high-living show people. In addition, he must travel frequently, and, in whatever time remains, write
immense quantities of music that will please the paying public. In addition, her in laws appear from time to
time to add to the misery.
An attractive, talented singer herself, Constanze has a hard life, though one not without its pleasures. She has
status, she has clothes, and they generally live in sumptuous lodgings (which they can seldom afford).
Custom does not allow her to manage their finances, however, and while both husband and wife delight in
their children, she finds childbirth terribly difficult, debilitating, and on occasion, tragic. They quarrel from
time to time, and when she finds proof that Mozart has strayed, she cannot resist straying herself.
The famous death scene in Amadeus is recast in Mozart's Wife, probably to fit the available evidence more
closely. (As such, it is considerably more ghastly and affecting than in the movie.) The movie concluded at
that point, but the real Constanze lived to be 80, discovering what love in a stable marriage is like,
developing a keen sense of financial management, and helping pass on much of her first husband's music to
the world. This period of her life is given full measure in the novel.
Ms. Waldron does a wonderful job of recreating an authentic feeling of life in 18th century Austria. I am a
music lover myself, and I enjoyed reading the names of the composers and other luminaries he ran across in
his brief life: Salieri and Sussmeyer are fairly well known, but other lesser-known names were just as
intriguing. Would you believe Casanova? In sum, Mozart's Wife is a thoroughly entertaining and even
informative novel. The writing, editing and proofreading are very nearly perfect. There is an extensive
bibliography of sources at the end.
I would call Mozart's Wife a fictional autobiography, though some might term it (or wish it) a romance. I
wouldn't object, remembering that Ernest Hemingway once pointed out there is no such thing as a romance
with a happy ending. Highly recommended for fans of historical fiction and those interested in classical
music.

Janet Angelo INDIEGO Publishing says

Sometimes finding the right book involves a bit of magic and serendipity. This just happened to me recently.
I was actually checking on one of my published books on Amazon, and in that banner beneath that says "You
might also be interested in..." one of the books pictured was Mozart's Wife by Juliet Waldron. I knew I had
to read this book due to my own interest, and because I could tell from the description that she had spent
years writing this book based on much research into primary sources.

She tells the story from Constanze's perspective, and is so adept at capturing the mood, sights, sounds,
smells, tastes -- all the sensory experiences of what is going on in the story to make a reader feel right in the
middle of it. I love the way the author writes as though she is telling the story to a group of women friends.
Both genders can enjoy and learn a lot from this book, but it definitely seem's to be more of a women's book
without devolving into that ridiculous label of "chick-lit." This is the kind of book that stays with you for
hours after you turn the last page, and you don't want to leave the world of Constanze and Wolfgang Mozart.

The author did a superlative job of researching the history of the Mozarts and blending that a modern style of
writing that makes it seem as though Constanze is among your own circle of friends. Though they lived in
the 1700s, if you're a woman, you can relate to every page in the book, especially if you have ever been close
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to, married to, or are the mother of an artistic, musically gifted creative soul who marches to the beat of his
own music.

A week ago I had never heard of this author. Now, I love Juliet Waldron's writing so much that I plan to read
every book she has written.

Nadia Clifford says

I loved this very intimate account of the Mozart couple's life, from the young passion and fame through
Mozart's fall and to his ultimate demise. The novel did not end at his death bed, unlike other stories about
Mozart, it continued to follow the widowed Konstanze through the rest of her life. Ultimately, the story is not
as much about the musical genius of Mozart but about the humanity of being in love with a wild, indulgent,
unstoppable celebrity. The author artfully depicts the excitement of fresh love, the sufferings of constant
child bearing in the 1700s, the horror of infant deaths, the pain of betrayal, the bittersweet of forbidden
romance, the widowhood, and the happily ever after, of sorts anyway. The story is set against a vivid
backdrop of the decadent Austrian society of the 18th century and is full of rich characters. I would highly
recommend this novel.

Karin Gastreich says

I have long been a fan of Mozart, and I thoroughly enjoyed Waldron's colorful rendition of the life of
Constanze Weber, Mozart's wife and muse. "Stanzi" comes across as a practical, passionate, and engaging
woman. Mozart's Vienna is brought to life in all its gaudy splendor, a lively panorama of music, musikaners,
and their avid followers and patrons. We live Mozart's and Stanzi's relationship from its innocent beginnings
to its heartbreaking finish. This is an intimate and expertly crafted portrait of two of the most important
figures of their time. My only complaint: formatting errors and typos were abundant enough to be
distracting. Recommended for all fans of historical fiction in general, and Mozart in particular.

Tracy Tibbels says

I really enjoyed this--my husband and I just watched "Amadeus" (his first time seeing it, while I've watched
it 20-30 times) before Christmas. I was pleased to see this side of the story. It was very well developed, and I
really found myself not only sympathizing with Konstanze, but with "Wolfi" a bit, too (as I did watching the
movie). I felt like this book did a great job of sharing information about Wolfgang, as, naturally, most
readers would be interested in things about him--but it also showed Stanzi's various sides, as well.

Lloyd Lofthouse says

Review of Mozart’s Wife by Juliet Waldron
Review by Lloyd Lofthouse
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My father loved opera and classical music. I grew up listening to Bach, Beethoven and Mozart. Not until
Mozart’s Wife did I put a face on one of the men that wrote that music, and he turned out to be bigger than
life.

I started writing the review in my head for Mozart’s Wife by Juliet Waldron before I was halfway through
reading the novel. In my opinion, it’s that good—a strong six stars out of five. This is no Hollywood
stereotype with a happy prince charming ending although that also happens—sort of.

This is a get-in-the-gutter with the rats kind of story that hides nothing. There are no devils here. There are
no angels either. There are only real, flesh and blood people. If you want an entertaining trip to discover
Mozart, the man behind the music, your journey ends here. This novel delivers. Mozart’s Wife is a story that
had me laughing, shuddering and exhausted but satisfied by the end.

Mozart’s Wife paints a convincing picture of Mozart as the first superstar with all of the dangers that title
entails. Today, the tabloids would have had a field day with Mozart. The paparazzi would have chased him
everywhere. Cameras, action, lights and freeway car chases would have been daily fare for this man and his
family.

Then, in the beautiful white-and-gold Tyl Theater, I witnessed something I’ll never forget. The delirious
passion of Prague for the ‘Marriage of Figaro’ had been but a prelude.
By the time the old commendatore lay dead at the feet of the wicked Don Giovanni, the audience had gone
completely mad. The applause, the shouts of “Bravo!” were ear-splitting.
In the box where Josefa and I sat, we could feel the building tremble. Clouds of hats and handkerchiefs flew
into the air after each ‘aria’. Confetti rained into the orchestra and onto the stage. There was encore after
encore.

Mozart was a wild man. He drank. He partied. He seduced endless women that threw themselves in front of
him like doorstops. He didn’t have brakes, and it was his wife that suffered and was corrupted. She was the
one that starts out as an innocent beauty with visions of prince charming and ends up wounded like so many
that have followed in her footsteps since with other superstars. Pretty Konstanze is the flower that opens,
changes color and almost wilts in the process

Then I’d remember Elise, or worse, Magdalena.
“You liar!” I’d scream and push him away. “You broke my heart!”

Mozart doesn’t have much of a character arc in the novel, but that does not detract because the novel opens
up Mozart and dissects him as the story goes along. Mozart is the same man from beginning to end. Nothing
changes him, but you will have to read Mozart’s Wife to find out what that means. Slowly, we discover his
moral corruption step by shadowy step as it is revealed inches at a time. The cost of his fame eats him like a
malignant cancer from the inside out and like his wife, we are in the room standing beside her experiencing
Mozart’s decline in all its tragedy. Mozart’s superstar status across Europe makes him the bell of the ball
until he ruins his reputation and loses his welcome in cultured society. Even that is not enough to stop him.

“How could you! How could you! In our own house! Pig! Taking advantage of your own poor, wretched
servant!”

He has his followers, both parasites and sycophants, along with a handful of real friends that support him and
his wife until the end.

When we meet Konstance, his wife, as a young girl, Mozart is busy seducing her older sister. After the older
sister, Aloysia, gets tired of waiting for Mozart and marries another man, Konstance becomes the consolation
prize for Herr Kapellmeister. Her innocence captures his heart and there is no doubt that he loves her through
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the entire novel to his bitter end.

MaryJane Rings says

I liked this book as it told the story of Mozart the man. His failings as well as his triumphs. His need for an
audience and constant reassurance that he was a great composer as well as musician. In many ways his
personality wasn't too different from the rock stars and bands of today. They have their groupies, wild parties
and constant need for attention. Many have squandered their fortunes and bought their friends as well as
fans. This is a story of what it was like to live with just such a star in a time in history when it was OK for a
man to have many lovers,and friends but still be respected and adored while his wife was to stay home, live a
penniless life, almost in squaler always fending off creditors. Mozart's music is still revered and played today
but little is written about the family who had to endure his fame.

Alayna-Renee says

I downloaded "Mozart's Wife", because it was a work of historical fiction (which I enjoy), and because in
my years of singing, my operatic repertoire has become particularly Mozart-heavy. Mozart loved his
coloraturas, and wasn't afraid to write very difficult pieces for them. Of course, I know a great deal about the
less-than-admirable life of the child prodigy who, like so many child prodigies, did not end his life with the
same promise with which it began. However, I know less about his wife Constanze (Konstanze, or Stanzi in
this book). She's always depicted as petite, slightly plump, voluptuous, and bursting with energy that
attracted many admirers. Since Mozart has a reputation as a philanderer, an alcoholic, a gambler, and a
person of many other vices, it's widely portrayed in books and popular culture that his wife was of the same
temperament. One would assume, especially after watching "Amadeus", that they were a pair of liberal
party-hoppers with high aspirations but little sense of practicality.

This book shows a different side to Konstanze, a woman who struggled to deal with a neurotic, unfaithful,
and chronically irresponsible husband whose flaws were to be forgiven because of her genius. She also
struggled of living in the shadow of two gifted sisters, one an extraordinary beauty Mozart wanted to marry
but instead helped her to launch a career as a prima donna. In the character portrayed, you don't see a flighty
and sensual woman, but one who might have been content with a less glamorous and more stable life. Upon
Mozart's death, she found herself to be 28, in severe debt, prematurely aging, and willing to bury her
husband in a pauper's grave and lock up all relics of his life. You see someone who is not mourning the loss
of love, but carrying the burden of anger at how many lives the man she loved destroyed.

I do not know how much of the story is fictional, and how much is based on papers left behind by Mozart
himself (which Konstanze later edited and published in order to build a sense of financial security), but the
speculation that Mozart had illegitimate children and died by poison at the hands of a fellow Masoner who
found his wife seduced by the musician is certainly a possibility, and an entertaining one at that. Regardless
of Konstanze's feelings toward her late husband, if she had simply thrown his stacks of compositions and
correspondence into the fire, history would have been denied much. An artist who struggled to earn a living
for his family during his lifetime has been turned into one of the greatest legends of all time, and I suspect
most of that is owed to the sheer practicality of his widow.
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I've always adored Mozart's "Requiem", and the dramatization of his death surrounding the composition of
it in "Amadeus"made it that much more heart-rending for me. At one point, Waldron writes a scene in
which Mozart acknowledges the requiem he is writing is for himself, and cries during attempts to create the
"Lachrymosa". (the last part of the "Requiem" most scholars agree Mozart completed completely on his
own.) This scene shook me, because it is perhaps the most musically powerful piece ever composed by
someone who spent so much of his gift creating entertaining stories and bawdy farces. It is at the very end of
his life, you see and hear the true genius that was perhaps never entirely discovered.

I had to look through 20 "free" Kindle books to find something as well-written, well-researched, and
engaging as this novel. Fans of Phillipa Gregory, Juliet Grey, Antonia Fraser, and Alison Weir will all enjoy
this work. In fact, I just downloaded "My Mozart", in order to read the story from the perspective of one of
the book's relatively minor (yet important) characters.

If there isn't one in existence yet, I'd love to read a book based on the story of Elise, the redheaded
chambermaid. :)

All in all, one of the best indie authors I've run across in some time. This review was featured on my blog
today, so that says something. :)

Audrey Grant says

I thought this was an autobiography at first and was horrified!!! Then I got to looking and it was just this
woman IMAGINING what it could have been like. Filth! Don't bother, Save your time, your money, your
eyes and your brain cells! There are FAR better books to read in this world!!

Jenny Brown says

Waldron writes compelling historical fiction, bringing alive Mozart's marriage and the personality of his wife
in a way that was very believable. This novel really gets at the core of what it is like to be married to a
"wunderkind" and, unlike most modern historical novels, it does a very good job of making clear what
marriage really meant in the days before effective contraception and safe childbirth.

This book was a wonderful balance to all the historical romances that idealize nobility and sex in that long
vanished age. I felt like I was sitting in Salzburg listening to Konstanze tell her story. The scenes seemed so
real, you could smell the sweat and see the candlelight.

Bravo! I hope Ms. Waldron has more historical novels set in this time period coming out as I'd very much
like to read more along those lines.

Andrea Guy says

Nightingale was the first book by Juliette Waldron that I read, and I'm glad I did, because she brings her
characters to life so well.

In Nightingale we caught a glimpse of Mozart, now we have a full book! This one feature's his wife and is
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told from her point of view. I absolutely devoured this book.

Konstanze is quite a character and this book really made me want to learn more about Mozart. I found
myself googling him more and more throughout the book. He was really quite the character, a rock star of his
time. He was a regular ladies man and he was terrible with his money.

Their relationship was full of trials and tribulations, but whose marriage isn't? But that is what brought both
characters to life for the reader. You also so Mozart as a man. A man who loved his music but who loved
women just as much. And you saw how that changed his marriage.

I felt sorry for Konstanze. She had all that to deal with and she had several children, nearly dying in
childbirth more than once, and with most of her children dying in their childhood.

This is a fantastic book about Mozart and his family.

If you haven't read any of Juliet's books, this is a great one to start with.

Ruth Ann says

Juliet Waldron brings a refreshing view of the historical times and the life of Konstanze Mozart in her book
appropriately titled Mozart's Wife. I felt she captured the ambivalence of trying to live with a brilliant spouse,
both of whom were deeply in love with one another.

Konstanze's voice narrates beginning with "Papa" bringing the young Wolfgang Mozart into his home for the
evening. Mozart's initial infatuation is with Konstanze's older sister, Aloysia. Ms. Waldron paints a realistic
picture of a complex personality for Konstanze and her story does not end when Mozart dies.

Michelle (True Book Addict) Miller says

Mozart. One of my most favorite composers in history and someone I think I would have very much liked
had I met him. This is my second fictional account of Mozart, the first being the 1985 Best Picture Oscar
winner, Amadeus. In that account and in this book, Mozart comes alive and the love between him and his
beloved Stanzi is evident and endearing.

Told from the point of view of Konstanze "Stanzi" Weber (her surname before she became Mlle. Mozart),
we learn early on that Mozart is likable and fall in love easily. He first courts Stanzi's older sister, Aloysia,
who treats him most despicably and shuns him, but it seems that this was divine providence because who he
was meant to be with was Stanzi all along. However, despite their great love, Mozart was a very difficult
person to be married to. I think what comes along with genius a lot of times is a sense of entitlement and
Mozart most assuredly had that. It was hard not to feel sorry for Konstanze with all she endured and yet a
nod must be given to a woman who stood by a musical genius whose music perhaps may have taken a
different turn if not for his marriage to this remarkable woman.

What most impressed me about this novel was how well the characters and dialog were written. It became
very easy to get lost in the story and almost feel like I was right there. It takes a talent to pull this off,
especially in historical fiction that is set in the past. Waldron has written many historical novels and now that
I've read and enjoyed this one, I can't wait to discover her others.
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