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From the international bestselling author, the fourth adventure of Captain Alatriste

With The King?s Gold, bestselling author Arturo Pérez-Reverte continues to enthrall readers and critics with
his heroic seventeenth-century mercenary, Captain Alatriste. The fourth adventure picks up in Sevillein
1626. After serving with honor at the bloody siege of Breda, Alatriste and his protégé, Ifigo Balboa, accept a
risky job involving a dozen swordsmen and mercenaries at their command, a dazzling amount of contraband
gold, and a heavily guarded Spanish galleon returning from the West Indies. The job offer comes from the
king himsdlf, for at stake is nothing less than the Spanish Crown, and its dominion over the wealth of the
Americas. But for Alatriste, avery persona surprise awaits him on that galleon.
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kostas vamvoukakis says

Via pia atiz? evedpa yp2gpel 300 0EADEC... PALAPO KOl U?TPLO

Joyce L agow says

Fourth in the Captain Alatriste series, set in early 17th century Spain.

Superficialy, the serieslooks like a variation of the swashbuckling action-adventure reminiscent of the pirate
scene. Captain Alatriste, the protagonist, is anything but. He is a professional swordsman,an, sometimes
soldier of the king of Spain, often a hired sword for whatever dirty work requires violence. Heisalso a
devoté of the theater and friend of poets. An introspective man, he says little but stands fiercely by his
friends--and his honor. The stories are narrated by [fiigo Balboa, the young son of a soldier friend killed in
one of Spain’s endlesswars.

At the time of thisinstallment, 1625, Spain “owns half the worlds and is at war with the other half.” Because
of the ferocity of Spain’s soldiers, “the name of Spaniard made the earth tremble.” But in reality, Spain’s
empire, which straddles both the Old and the New Worlds, isin decline. Only the gold from the New World
keeps the soldiers paid, the wars going. And corruption, the reluctance of the Spanish to work (everyone
wants to be a nobleman), and the lavishness of the court of Philip 1V, means that Spain is being drained.

Alatriste and Balboa have returned to Seville after the Battle of Bredain Flanders. Alatriste is approached by
an old friend, a confidante of the king, to intercept the theft of one of the treasure ships that is about to make
landfall at Seville. It's atricky business that will involve nasty fighting with not a great promise of success.

That'sthe plot. But what isreally the story isthat of Spain and its culture--and especially the lives of the
soldiers who upheld the empire.

Since ifiigo is now 15 and atrue veteran of war, he is starting to grow up, and beginning to understand just

what Spain is about. He' swriting as an old man, looking back on his life--but the viewpoint is still that of a
young man (they grew up fast in those days), learning about the life he has chosen and the culture to which

he belongs.

| find the series fascinating because Perez-Reverte finds the era fascinating and is able to communicate the
richness of the times and place. Thisis one of the shorter and in away, more straight-forward installmentsin
the series, but absorbing and entertaining. Highly recommended.

Metodi Markov says
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Ensiform says

In the fourth Alatriste volume, the captain and his ward Inigo Balboa return to Seville after fighting in the
siege of Breda. The very first scene shows them sailing into a home port festooned with English corpses. The
slain enemies, fruit of afailed Anglo-Dutch attack on Céadiz, hang like "bunches of grapes ripe for
harvesting, except that these grapes had been harvested already." It's a war-torn, exhausted and corrupt
Spain, but Alatriste clings to it loyally, having no other choice.

The gold at the center of this novel has been smuggled from the West Indies and is destined not for King
Philip's treasury but for "private pockets," perhaps even for the coffers of Spain's enemies. Pérez-Reverte
succinctly explains the political and economic background, which we discover along with Alatriste as he
learns the details of his mission: with aband of brigands and robbers, to recover the king's treasure from a
ship off Seville. Not for glory or patriotism — both sullied terms in Alatriste's world — but for the gold itself.
Amidst al this corruption, Alatriste’s dented moral compass still steers him toward loyalty and a man's word.
The tone of the adventure is not triumphant but exhausted and dark. "War is at least clean,” Alatriste
observes, whereas the business of empire is extremely grubby. With old enemies popping up, historical
authenticity, crisp prose, complex characters, exotic settings and plenty of sanguinary action, thisis another
solid episode in the series.

Bill Patton says

Excellent, as are all the Alatriste novels so far...
High adventure in time period depicted in "The Three Musketeers'.

Caro says

Para el resto de laserie de Las aventuras del capitan Alatriste, picaen las portadas:

L ector Gafapasta says

Lacuartaentregadel Capitan Alastriste vaa ser mi Ultima lectura de la saga por € momento, tengo que
hacer una pausa con ella para no sobresaturarme.

Es un libro que cuenta cdmo Alatriste vuelve de Breday desembarca en Sevilla, ciudad famosaen €l siglo de
oro por ser centro del comercio de América. Por alli circulaban todas las materias importadas de Américay
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ello propicié lapiscarescay el oportunismo.

En ese ambiente Alatriste recibe una mision un tanto suicida en la que tendra que reclutar algunos
mercenarios.

Un libro de aventuras que entretiene, como |os anteriores de la saga.

Jay says

Excellent yarn. The best so far in the series. Perez-Reverte's reveries on the soul of Spain, expressed in the
observations of Inigo Balboa, are poignant and beautifully woven into the fabric of a story of greed and
honor. And, of course, some graphic passages of sword-fighting.

A hidden bonus that emerges from immersing one's self in these stories is the subtle incorporation of certain
expressions from the period into everyday speech. Now, when some f-stick cuts me off on I-4 at 80 mph, my
response to the affront is a more satisfying "By my troth!" or "God's teeth!" instead of the cheap, vernacular.
Gracias, Capitan.

Dale says

Thisisthe fourth in the Captain Alatriste series by Perez-Reverte. After their return from the war in
Flanders, Alatriste and the narrator find themselvesin Seville, with little money and no prospects. They are
soon approached by an old friend, an undercover emissary from the King, and offered a dangerous but
somewhat lucrative assignment.

Asin the other novelsin the series, Perez-Reverte manages to convey a sense of the profound corruption and
dysfunction of Spanish society in the early 17th century. It was a society in which 'nobles were freed from
the obligation of work and taxes; commerce and labor were disparaged; and the stolen colonial wealth was
diverted to the elites, and thence to Spain's many creditors. It was an entirely unstable situation, as events
were to show.

Thisis an exciting book, both for its historical and social commentary, as well as for the swashbuckling
adventure. Alatriste is himself a fascinating character, one with no illusions, no hope, and yet no despair.

Ben Peek says

Shortly before N. and | took off, | found a copy of Arturo Perez-Reverte's The King's Gold for five bucksin
abargain bin. Hardly thefirst in aseries—-it is, in fact, the fourth--1 had heard about his books based around

the character Captain Alatriste and figured I'd give it ago if | ever came across one. According the what 1'd

heard, they were pretty enjoyable, and had a great use of history.

Perez-Reverte's series begins with Captain Alatriste and has proceeded through what | believe is seven
novels, becoming an increasingly successful series based in the 17th Century to a backdrop of Spain's slow,
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crumbling power and corruption, and the rise of the British. Without wanting to diminish the adventure
aspect of The King's Gold, thereis no doubt in my mind that the plot and, perhaps, yes, the characters, take a
backseat to the recreation of historical Spain, a subject that Perez-Reverte has afine and easy grasp of, and
lets run in the background of his book like awild, half mad behemoth that will, ultimately, be the death of
al. It'sfairly glorious, to be quite honest with you, and | am not going to lie that one of the big draws for me
when | hunt down the earlier and later parts of this series, is that setting.

Narrated by Alatriste's squire, Inigo, Perez-Reverte grabs an old pulp style of narration, having the story told
long after the fact by an older Inigo who constantly makes references to the fate of characters throughout the
book--going so far asto tell the death of Alatriste himself within the first chapter, years later. It is the kind of
narrative style that will not work for some people, but | like it, and I've always had a soft spot for that
particular form--though | do think that Perez-Reverte lets it drop in places when he focuses on Alatriste away
from Inigo. They're good scenes, mind, and Alatrise is a much more interesting character than his squire--
world wearied, cynical, hard and dangerous with his own strange loyalty to the King--it did break with some
of the consistency with the novel, | thought. Overall, however, it's not too much of a problem, and the plot of
aship full of gold and Alatriste's employment to retain it moves pretty quickly and snappishly along the

page.

There's not much elseto it, outside that. Perez-Reverte tips his hat generously to Alexander Dumas and his
Musketeer novels, but it's done with alot of admiration, and never getsin the way of his own, Spanish built
narrative, and the book is funny and daring and with touches of romance and an evil Italian, who | believeis
avillain across the novels. But lets faceit: if you have to have an Italian in your books, he really should be
evil, shouldn't he?

Ultimately, it's an easy, light read, and Perez-Reverte doesn't try to sell you on anything else. The trandlation
by Margaret Costa doesn't allow for the narrative to drop or become rough, and the biggest selling point, the
17th Century Spain and the historical characters, places, and atmosphere is maintained throughout the entire
piece, making it well worth the time if you're looking for an afternoon’s light reading.

MTK says

?Aa 1o BIBA?a Tou PeB?pTe Ye 2pwa TOV AAATP?0TE ENVAL TIOA? KAA?, AAA? OTT? V0 ONUE?0 KOl UET?
ol eTVaA2PeI¢ Koup?{ouv. KataAiaBa?vw 2Tl K?20g BIBA?0 TNE Oe1p?¢ TP?TEL va a2 eTal WO
TOL, U ?tav o€ Va BIBA?0 TeEP?rmou 200 ceA?dwv TO 1/4 aVAOGC? ICTOP7EC ATT? TO TIPONYO2UEVT
(? KVEL QIVIYUOTIK?C AVAQOP?C OTO UZAAOV, TIOU TIC ?XEl EaVOKVEL aTr? TO TIP?T0 BIPA?0 KOl O€ 7Ad
TO ETIPUEVA), KATOAEIG VO LA B?LEIC TIOAA? KOUU?TIA TIOA? ETIQAVEIOK?, OV 2X1 va "TNO?C" e EC.

Yu-Hsien Kuo says

It was overall avery enjoyable swashbuckler read, with quite alot of background into Imperial Spain, just
like the first three books. And just like the first three books, the expositions could have been less info-
dumpey. I'm a'so not a big fan of poemsin books, but Arturo Pérez-Reverte clearly is.
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Algernon says

[9/10]

The story follows close on the heels of the Flemish adventuresin The Sun Over Breda with Diego Alatriste
and Inigo Balboa returning to the homeland by galleon, just in time to witness a British attack on the city of
Cadiz. The corsairs were looking for the Gold Fleet annual return with its holds full of treasure. This sets up
the plot of the current episode in the ongoing saga of e Capitan, a swashbuckling thrill ride combining the
classic style of Alexandre Dumas with the modern action tropes seen in The Dirty Dozen . The fabulous
wealth coming from the colonies attracts around it predators from inside Spain and all over Europe, al trying
to cheat the King and his accountants of his rightful share. The crooks have become so powerful that the
King isforced to act secretly through soldiers of fortunein order to recover the gold and silver. Alatristeis
tasked with gathering a band of the most dangerous criminalsin Seville and executing a commando attack on
agalleon carrying undeclared cargo. The premise offers rich material for social commentary on the
economic and social status in the early 17th century, portraying Spain as a victim of envious neighbors and
of internal corruption:

If one were to believe their chroniclers, we Spaniards made war and enslaved people purely out of pride,
greed, and fanaticism, while those who murmured against us behind our backs, they, of course, plundered
and trafficked and exterminated in the name of liberty, justice and progress. But that, alas, is the way of the
world.

One is tempted think the way of the world hasn't changed all that much in the next four centuries.

Most of the book is set in the city of Seville, with mentions of Cadiz, Jerez de la Frontera, Puerto de Santa
Mariaand Sanlucar de Barrameda, places | visited only last autumn and whose familiarity added an extra
touch of interest to my reading. The Guadalquivir, The Torre de Orro, the Cathedral with itsimpressive
moorish tower, the Jewish quarter and the Alcazar Reales with its extensive gardens are still the most
celebrated landmarks in Seville, and Perez-Reverte is very succesful at integrating them into the story.

Asfar as characters go, it was refreshing to meet several recurring personages. Angelica de Alquezar,
Francisco de Quevedo, the Count of Guadal medina, the eternal adversary, Gualterio Malatesta (what a great
name choice for the bad guy). They give a sense of continuity to the series and help in revealing different
aspects of the personality of the main heroes, Alatriste and Inigo. If Alatristeisthe focus, the rock around
which the others gravitate like satelites, Inigo Balboay Aguirre is the one who evolves most spectacularly
from novel to novel. Here, at sixteen years of age, he is aready a man who has killed in battle and has earned
the right to wear sword and dagger and to be treated as an equal by the dons of the underworld. His passion
for Angelicais asfierce asever, asis her fiery temper and general unreliability, strongly reminding me of the
relation between Pardaillan and Fausta in another popular swashbuckling series by Michel Zevaco. The
author isusing a clever trick with Inigo, who is narrating his chapters as an older man reminiscing about his
youth. The technigque allows for insights and commentaries well beyond his actual life experience, and also
provides some foreshadowing of eventsto come, wetting the reader's appetite for continuing with the series.

Alatriste provesin this volume once again that he deserves to be the main character of the epic, atragic
figure of an intelligent man forced by society and necessity to become akiller:

Slent, solitary, and selfish, oblivious of everything except the clear-sighted indifference of one who knows
the narrow line that separates being alive from being dead, of one who killsin order to keep himself, too, in
hot meals. One who is reluctant to obey the rules of that strange game: the old ritual in which men like him
have been immer sed since the world began. Such things as hatred, passionate beliefs, and flags had nothing
to do with it. It would doubtless have been more bearable if, instead of the bitter clarity that filled his every
act and thought, Captain Alatriste had enjoyed the magnificent gifts of stupidity, fanaticism, or malice,
because only the stupid, the fanatical, and the malicious live lives free from ghosts and from remorse.
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Passages like this one make the series one of my favorites for historical fiction, together with Perez-Reverte
compact style that packs quite a punch for such a slim volume. If | were to find something to grumble about,
it would be the slightly bombastic patriotism and the not always smooth inclusions of period poetry into
conversations. I'm a so wishing the series were already finished and gathered into an omnibus edition like
The Chronicles of Amber, because | believe areader with a poor memory for details and character names
like me would benefit from reading them in sequence.

José Antonio says

Me ha encantado. En mi opinién consigue genialmente describir la Sevilladel siglo XVI1, las germaniasy €l
hampa sevillana. Muy emotivo € guifio que hace € autor al gran José Saramago. La honra siempre resulta
complicada de adquirir, dificil de conservar y peligrosade llevar.

Mieczyslaw Kasprzyk says

It amazes me that the story is quite a simple one; the Captain is asked to put together a party of men who will
act as aband of piratesin order to steal gold that has been embezzled by corrupt courtiers and return it to the
king, itsrightful owner. There, one sentence. But the book! A fabulous read that paints a glorious picture of
the Spanish "underworld". It is amusing and fascinating. | loved the feast given in honour of the murderer
about to be hanged, full of pithy quips and observations.

Once again the story istold through the eyes of young Inago in avery relaxed manner so that, once again,
you feel you are actually there with him. There are two momentary shifts away from this format which had a
very interesting, almost surreal, impact on me.

Arturo Perez-Reverte, and his translator Margaret Jull Costa, are magnificent!

Greg says

| suppose we could label this series as'guy lit' (like MacDonald's Travis McGhee series or Fleming's Bond):
adventure, fights, chases, thrills are first and foremost while the ladies are few and far between, but always
fully respected, and often very powerful, in Perez-Reverte's world. This book opens with a spectacular,
victorious, parade of royalty. And Captain Alatriste is becoming war/life weary while hisward, Inago, is
approaching manhood. Something tells me Inago will eventually take care of Alatriste (while perhaps Inago
marries into royalty and Alatriste finds the peace and rest so deserved). But oddly, | can't find an English
tranglation of the fifth volume anywhere. Any hints, fellow readers? Thisis solid entertainment, nothing
spectacular or literary, but purely enjoyable. Asaside note, | just finished a 2017 chick-lit book, "The Book
of Summer", review to come shortly.
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D.K. Cherian says

The King's Gold is apparently a Spanish novel that has been translated into English for our enjoyment. The
novel tells of the adventures of one Captain Diego Alatriste narrated by hos canin boy Inego Balboa, from
his perspective.

It isunusual in that, while many novels aretold in the narrative of some person, they are generally about that
person who is narrating the tale. Here however it seems that Balboa is recounting fond memories of his hero
Alatriste. The persective is unique. However the negative of thisis quite often you wonder how Balboais
ableto capture every detail of his master, thiughts and actions aike, when he himself is supposed to be
preoccupied at those particular times - for example during the fight scenes, Balboa himself is busy trying to
kill the heathens and he really has little or no time to occupy his thoughts with what Alatriste is doing at that
time, unless he is skilled beyond human levels in the art of multi-taksing.

The plot itself is quite thin, the entire novel can be summed up thudly - Alatriste is hired to find out on which
ship the King's gold is being held on and is then to board that ship and take charge of the vessdl, killing the
sailors who form part of the ship's company. The end. Very lacking and quite disappointing.

The positiveis that the history is told from the Spanish point of view, a unique perspective where the English
and the French are the villains and there is hardly athought given to the Spanish daves, the enslavement of
native Indians for the purpose of mining gold and silver for Spain etc. It also narrates how the corruption and
the greed in society and governmenthas been causing a ruin to the Spanish empire.

The Author, Arturo Pérez-Reverte has written afew novels based on his Captain Alatriste and | pocked this
one at random to read. Not too sureif I'll try to digest any of the others.

Mairi says

| think thisis my favorite of the Alatriste books so far. The bits and pieces hinted at regarding the future of
the characters are becoming more and more compelling. It ailmost feels like awell-paced suspense novel in
which the end of each chapter leaves you racing to the next and the next to find out what happens. Except the
reveal isn't in the next chapter. It may not even be in the next book. Y ou know what's coming but he won't
give the details. Not yet. | couldn't put it down and picked the next one up right after.

Shari says

Itis 1626. The treasure fleet is due in from the Americas. Laden with gold ingots and Spanish silver pieces
of eight, Chinese silks, and other exotic goods from the Far East by way of the trade routes of Central
Americaand the West Indies, it is learned that these ships, forbidden to anchor in any but specified
stronghold Spanish ports along the sea routes, have been 'stopping off' at another port because of 'foul
weather' and off-loading great amounts of the cargo onto Flemish ships which the Spanish noblesin charge
of the fleet have provided. The gold and silver goes directly to Portuguese banks, the trade cargo goes to
Flemish merchants.

King Philip IV isfinding it very difficult to pay off his debts but thisis the way of thingsin a country where
aweak king hands over the governing of hisrealm to his nobles who take the opportunity to skim more and

more from the treasure ships, even to the point of having ships built that are said to carry tons of cargo when
in fact they can carry twice the purported amount. The lesson which Perez-Reverte givesin the chicanery of
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the merchants and aristocratic opportunists who take gross advantage of the treasure ships to line their own
pocketsin very efficient waysisinteresting and makes me want to revisit the methods of the Dutch
merchanting houses which were the avatars of early European trade.

Perez-Reverte always presents, effortlessly, the social history of this period in his novels. While thereis his
solid exposure of the treasure fleets and their exorbitant hauls, much of which never saw the Kings treasure
house, there is also the marvelous picture of the workings of the relationships and culture of the 'ruffians, the
crimina element that was so prevalent and common during this period of Spanish history. The whole temper
of the Spanish people is unique in chicanery and bias and particularly strong in the protecting of their status
clarified by the 'respect' shown to them by others. Tempers flare, blades flash, and bodies pile up for little or
no reason. A simple and deadly solution to amild problem. What was important to the people in this most
Catholic country was certainly not the "Golden Rule.” Taking care of and loving they neighbor had no
cachet.
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