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VIRTUAL REALITY?

The territory of Veelox has achieved perfect harmony. Fifteen-year-old Bobby Pendragon arrives on this
territory in pursuit of the evil Saint Dane, but all is peaceful on Veelox—because it's deserted. The
inhabitants have discovered a way to enter their own personal dream worlds, where they can be whomever
they want, wherever they want. Their bodies lie in stasis while their minds escape to this dream realm.

Fresh from his battle with Saint Dane in 1937 Earth, Bobby is confident that they can defeat whatever Saint
Dane has planned for this world. But once Bobby enters the virtual world, will he be able to resist the lure of
the ultimate in escapism?
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Lauren says

Seriously... this one was so freaking good. I can't even begin to properly form my thoughts on this book, it
was absolutely amazing.

I've always been a sucker for Virtual Reality stuff- the first season of Sword Art Online remains a favorite
anime of mine- and this definitely didn't disappoint in that regards at all. I absolutely loved the premise of
this, both good and bad.

Goodness though, the bad stuff in this one was very VERY bad and I'm still a little in shock. And now I need
to get my hands on the next book or I'm going to go crazy.

This series keeps bringing up more questions but not answering any and it's driving me up the wall.

Häjîr says

2.5
I only liked the parts where Loor was in it.

Sharon Ryan says

A bit of an Inception flair to this one. Up until now the last "chapter" of one book was the first chapter of the
next book. I have 1~5 and have been checking each time I finish a book that the last chapter is indeed the
next first chapter and have not bothered to read it as the last chapter since I was planning on immediately
reading the next book. However, I don't know if it's because of a different edition or a sudden decision to
change the format, but the last chapter of this book is not the first chapter of the next book, so be sure to
check so you don't miss reading anything. The last chapter is like part of the prologue and part of chapter 2
or 3, something jumbled up like that. Kinda weird change.

Brista Drake says

The Reality Bug of the Pendragon series by D.J. MacHale was one of my favorites when I was a little girl.
I'd say I read it in 8th or 9th grade, so it's been a while. This is my second read through and I'm much older
now. I still remembered all the twists, so unfortunately it wasn't as shocking this time as the first, but it was
still so nostalgic!
So I'm going to try to mix my feelings about this book, from my childhood and adulthood, for this review.
I'd say this entire book is fast-paced, per usual. It started slowing down for me near the end with all battle
scenes, but that could also be my childhood telling me what already happened in each fight. I remember
being amazed at the imaginative images in this book and so shocked at the twists that ensue near the end. I'm
sure if you're a first-time reader, and maybe a tiny bit younger than me (23 y.o.), this would still be a very
fast read for you or a loved one.
This is my favorite childhood series, so of course I'm giving all the books 5 stars, because if this review
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effects another child's potential to read it, I want to make sure they do. For a reread, it was a bit disappointing
knowing what is going to happen, so I would've given it a 4 this time, and if I read it for the first time as a 20
something year old, I might be inclined to still give it a 5. Hobby Ho!

Jake says

The main characters’ best friend and girl-friend are having troubles fitting in and the main characters girl-
friend has issues about her self-esteem. The best friends name is Mark and the girl-friends name is Courtney.
They both recently graduated from middle school. Mark is a super nerd, and he decided that he didn’t want
to be a nerd any more. The first day of school he made an entire fool of himself. Courtney was a super
athlete who never lost and was better at sports then anyone. The first day of soccer practice the other girls
dribbled around her, stole the ball, blocked all her shots and made a bunch of shots past her. The next day is
not as bad for Mark. Nothing bad happens and at the end of school, the sci-clops (a science team) ask him to
join their team. For Courtney, it gets worse. She does even worse then the last practice and the coach cuts her
down to Junior Varsity.

In real life, people feel like Courtney sometimes. I once took a test for getting into Hunters high school and it
was way to advanced for me. I felt like I was getting worse at math and E.L.A. It lowered my self-esteem.
And that is what people have issues about all of the time in the real world. People also feel like Mark
sometimes to. When they can’t fit in, and they always end up messing up.

The Owlery (Elizabeth) says

Any fan of science fiction will love this installment of The Pendragon Series! I haven't read anything quite
like the world that MacHale created here! The new characters we meet and the fantastical concepts in this
book really put it over the top! It was such a joy reading this book!

Ahmad Sharabiani says

The Reality Bug (Pendragon, #4), D.J. MacHale
?????: ???????: ???? ?????: ????? ?????? ? ???????: ??.??. ?? ???? ?????: ???? ???????
?????? ??????? ?? ?????? ????????? ?????? ?????

Caroline Sarage says

Possibly one of the best Pendragon books-very suspenseful, interesting characters, and, best of all, DJ
Machale murdered his biggest cliches-Bobby saving a territory. Saint Dane wins at the end, which may
disappoint some fans.
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Jacob says

This book was amazing. I’m not saying it’s all pretty and sparkly or anything. It’s nothing like that. “The
Reality Bug” by D. J. MacHale is by no means a little picture book for five-year-olds with unicorns and
fairies and all that mushy stuff. It is, instead, a true masterpiece describing an entirely captivating, totally
awesome, off-the-charts suspenseful and dramatic adventure. It is a mature book, though, so please don’t use
it as a read-aloud to share with your preschooler sibling over winter break. There is some serious stuff in it,
including blood and death and gore. Luckily, D. J. MacHale doesn’t go over the top with all of that stuff. He
goes just to the point where it gives the book an action-filled plot, and not past that into the realm of
sickening, graphic descriptions of battles and blood. That is one of the reasons why I like this book.

At this point, you are probably not very sure what the point is of you reading this review. All I’ve done so far
in this review is ramble on about the blood and gore described in “The Reality Bug” even though you don’t
even know what the heck this book is even about. That is what I am going to tell you. “The Reality Bug” is a
book that follows the adventures of three courageous people: Bobby Pendragon, Mark Dimond, and
Courtney Chetwynde. Bobby’s adventures are generally the most interesting. They contain most of the action
that takes place in the book. This is because Bobby is a Traveler. He is a person who can travel through time
and space with the aid of special wormholes called flumes. The flumes can transport him to any of the ten
worlds (in the book, they are called territories) that exist millions of light years apart and millions of years
before or after one another. The journey between territories in a flume only takes a few minutes, though.

Each territory has only one Traveler, destined to fight in the battle against an evil demon traveler named
Saint Dane. Saint Dane wants to control Halla, and it is the Travelers’ job to stop him from doing so. If you
want to know what Halla is, I will tell you. Very simply, Halla is everything. Every time, every place, every
living being that ever existed are part of Halla. Saint Dane’s mission is to throw all of Halla into chaos, the
results of which you probably now know would be devastating.

Each of the books in the Pendragon series describes a battle between Saint Dane and the Travelers. The
“Reality Bug” is no different. It takes place on a territory called Veelox. The people on Veelox had
discovered how to put themselves into a virtual reality world that they could customize however they
wanted. All of the people got addicted to their own virtual worlds, called Lifelight. They rejected reality and
retreated into their computer worlds, which many people stayed in for years. Saint Dane, trying to push
Veelox into chaos, encouraged people to do this.

Bobby’s adventures are all about him, Loor (the Traveler from a territory called Zadaa), and Aja Killian (the
Traveler from Veelox) battling Saint Dane to try and bring the people of Veelox out of their Lifelight
fantasies. They did this by putting a computer virus called The Reality Bug into the supercomputer that runs
Lifelight. The Reality Bug took away some of the perfection in Lifelight that people sought for in Lifelight
that was nonexistent in the real world. For example, someone might have been skiing really fast down a
mountain dodging trees in his or her fantasy. When the Reality Bug got put into that fantasy, the skier might
have plowed straight into a tree and gotten a concussion, which would have happened in real life. When that
happened, the hope was that Lifelight would lose its appeal for people. In case you are going to read this
book, I will not tell you the outcome of the struggle on Veelox. You will have to read the book to find out.

Now, I will tell you about Mark and Courtney. Mark and Courtney are basically normal people compared to
Bobby. They don’t fly off in flumes to battle demons and save the universe from destruction. They live in a
normal town called Stony Brook, Connecticut. They go to a normal high school. They live practically normal
lives, except for one thing. Bobby. Each Traveler has journals that they write to their best friend back on
whatever territory they are from. The Traveler has a special ring, and so does his or her friend. The rings are
like miniature flumes, and you can send journals through them. His or her friend(s) safe keeps the journals
for their traveler friend, because if any given Traveler dies, his journals are the only description of what he
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has gone through in his life. Mark and Courtney are the people that Bobby writes his journals to. They keep
them in a safe-deposit box at The Stony Brook National Bank.

Mark and Courtney aren’t just Bobby’s librarians, though. They are also his acolytes. An acolyte is the
person/people who know the Traveler from their territory and keep that Traveler’s journals safe. An
acolyte’s job is to tend to the flume and prepare it for when any Travelers might need to use it. That means
that they have to leave clothing from their territory at the flume for Travelers to wear, along with any gear
that is required on that territory. “The Reality Bug” also tells the story of the adventure Mark and Courtney
go through to become acolytes.
Mark and Courtney were very eager to help Bobby in the battle against Saint Dane. I know that I would, too.
If one of my best friends were off in an opposite dimension risking life and limb to save the universe, I
would want to help, too. Reading about the Traveler’s terrible plight and not being able to do anything to
help tortured Mark and Courtney very much. They found it impossible to focus on their own lives while the
universe could have toppled into chaos at any moment. Because of that, when they had the opportunity to
become acolytes and actually be a part of the battle for Halla, they were thrilled and accepted it right away.
Besides, Mark and Courtney were nearly insane at the point at which they became acolytes. For all they
knew, Bobby could have been dead without them knowing, because the territories exist in different time
periods. As acolytes, they would be able to prevent injury and death from coming to their friend and his
fellow travelers.

The entire book was really good, so it is really hard for me to choose a specific part that was really good.
“The Reality Bug” was not a sort of book where there was one specific place that stood out from the rest.
Instead of having most of the book build up to one big climax, this book was constant action. That was good
and bad. It was good because you never felt like the book was boring, but it was bad because it was
impossible to ever put the book down. When I was reading the book before bed, I ended up reading half an
hour too long and becoming sleep-deprived. The end of every chapter—every page, even—was a huge
cliffhanger in “The Reality Bug.” D. J. MacHale is a very talented author, because it must be extremely hard
to keep coming up with super-exciting things to put in every single chapter.

When I had to choose one part from “The Reality Bug” that I liked the most, I didn’t choose it because of
how much action there was in it. From what I said in the last paragraph, you probably realize would be an
extremely difficult task. Instead, I chose my favorite part from how much importance it had in the book. In
“The Reality Bug,” the parts with the most action were not necessarily the ones that you would remember.
Since the entire book was filled with action, the very active parts basically are the entire book. The real plot-
changing parts, though, still stand out from the rest. When you read a book, you don’t remember the scene
when the main character runs a grueling marathon as much as the part where he is sitting after the marathon
and contemplating what he had done, because that moment of contemplation was a big landmark in the
character’s life. Perhaps he had been unsure of his capabilities before running the marathon, but afterward,
he gained tons of confidence in himself. Then, maybe that confidence was just what he needed to go on some
expedition that was the climax of the book. Even though the moment where he thinks about his capabilities
did not have much action, it was a point where the plot took a major turn. That is why you would remember
it more than the marathon.

With this in mind, I picked my favorite part of the book. I selected a part that did not have much action, but
still helped determine the outcome of the book. My favorite part of the book was when the first person died
from the Reality Bug. Yes, in real life, a person dying would be considered something with a lot of action
involved. Compared to everything else that happens in “The Reality Bug,” it is not high on the action scale.
It is my favorite part because of the significance it has in the storyline of the book. When Aja Killian and
Bobby rushed into the man’s room and see his gaunt, pale, and totally dead face staring back at them, they
realized for the first time the damage that their computer virus had brought upon Veelox and its people.
Beforehand, they had known that the virus could have bad implications, but then it was still just a theory.
Seeing it in reality with an actual person dead really brought a new light to their situation. Aja and Bobby
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realized that if they did not do anything, the entire territory of Veelox would be doomed to a terrible fate,
considering that most of Veelox’s population was in Lifelight. Being in Lifelight at that time meant that you
would almost surely die.

Facing these facts was especially bad for Aja. She was the senior phader of Lifelight. A phader is a person
who monitors all of the jumps to make sure something doesn’t go wrong. The senior phader’s job is to
coordinate all of the phaders and the jumps. Aja knew that it was her responsibility to make sure that people
stayed safe in Lifelight. She thought that she had failed. Not only had she failed to make sure that the people
stayed safe in their jumps, she had also been the person who had made their situation unsafe in the first
place. Before the Reality Bug had corrupted Lifelight, Aja had been arrogant. Once Lifelight got messed up,
though, she was humbled and realized that she was not perfect. Knowing that, she worked harder to respect
other people and cooperate with them. That was very important, because all the Travelers had to work
together to defeat Saint Dane and the Reality Bug.

I researched several sources, but I could not find a reason for why D. J. Machale wrote this book. Because of
this, I am forced to make a logical assumption for why he wrote the book. I know that D. J. MacHale was
born in Connecticut. I think that the author probably made the story take place in a setting similar to the one
where he grew up. If I were the author, I would have had a little fun with writing and made up an awesome
story out of my own personal background. I think that the town of Stony Brook would be a lot like the town
where D. J. MacHale grew up. That is why I think the author wrote this book.

I connected with how the book was centered on computers. It seemed like the book went into a lot of detail
about computers and how awesome they are. I also really like computers and I am very fascinated by them.
The book described the computers like they were almost one of the main characters in the book. The
computers that run Lifelight play as big of a part in defeating the Reality Bug as any of the human characters.
I think that by making the plot like that, the author was trying to say how important computers are by
focusing on them so much. If that is what the author is trying to say through the book, I completely agree
with him. Sometimes we don’t realize how big of a part computers play in our lives. When they are taken
away or corrupted, like in “The Reality Bug,” it can impact our lives in huge ways. That is how I connected
to the book.

What I learned from this book was an important life lesson. I learned that even the most perfect and amazing
things are flawed. Think about the Reality Bug. It was designed perfectly, and everyone involved with it was
thrilled with it. The only problem was that it was designed too well. While creating it, Aja Killian focused
too much on making sure that it did its job, and not enough on making sure that it could only go so far. It
worked so well that people’s Lifelight fantasies were not only imperfect—they were also extremely deadly. I
also learned that you have to make allowances for imperfection. You always have to think like something is
going to go wrong. Do not always put your faith in a single thing; always have a backup plan at hand in case
things go wrong. Otherwise, you can find yourself in a terrible plight like the Travelers got into with the
Reality Bug. They put all of their faith into it, and did not think about what to do if it went wrong. I know
that I will try not to make the same mistake that they did.

I would definitely recommend this book to people. It is a great fantasy and adventure book, so it is good if
you are looking for something entertaining to read. During the book, there is also lots of character
development, like what I mentioned with Aja earlier. After her computer virus failed, she developed greatly
into a very kind and helpful person. All of the characters involved in this story change in ways like that, so
you should also read it for that reason. As I said in the beginning, the book gets a little gory, so don’t read it
if you don’t like that sort of action. Other than that, it is a great story in every aspect. If you are going to read
it, make sure that you read the first three Pendragon books that come before it. The series is like one huge
ongoing story split into separate volumes. In the beginning of “The Reality Bug,” the author kind of jumps
right back into the story without much of a recap of what happened in the previous books. Without a proper
understanding of the plot, I assure you that you will get completely lost. I hope that this review has
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persuaded you to read “The Reality Bug.” If you do, I guarantee that you will be amazed.

Carsen says

In yet another Pendragon installment, "The Reality Bug," the author, D.J. MacHale, brings Bobby Pendragon
to the territory of Veelox. The world has made many advances in virtual reality- to the point that all of its
inhabitants are addicted to it. Bobby meets Aja Killian, who, like him, is a Traveller. Together, they try to
save the territory from killing itself from neglect using a virus called the Reality Bug. This turns out to be a
trap from Saint Dane, the main antagonist, and things go very wrong, very quickly.

The book was a very good read (heh) with its interesting setting and storyline. The author really experiments
with this book, because unlike the past books in the series, nothing really goes well for the characters. Just
when you think everything is solved, it just gets worse. Eventually, Pendragon and friends come to the point
where they fail, just when you think they've won. This was the first book so far in the series where
everything wasn't solved, and I think helps the series continue to be even more interesting when you know
that the good guys will not always win. These many twists in the plot keep the book, and the entire series,
very interesting and keeps you reading on.

Weller C. says

Grade/Intrest level: 5th - middle school.
lexile: 580.
Genre: fiction/adventure.
Main characters: Bobby Pendragon, Aja, Loor, Mark, Courtney, Vincent, Saint Dane.
setting(s): lifelight, second earth, and Zadaa.
POV: Bobby's journels - first person/ second earth - third person.

Bobby travels to Veelox to help Aja protect the territory from Saint Dane. He has released a "bug" into the
lifelight system. Lifelight is a digital world that is controlled by the sleeping person like a dream world.
Bobby travels into lifelight with Loor to revive Vincent, the long lost creator of Lifelight. Vincent went into
Lifelight to be alone for ever though. They may have to make sacrifices to convince him of their cause...

Halley Hopson says

-- Reread 2016 --

This has always been up there in my favorites from the series simply because it has one of my book buzz
words: virtual reality. It's something find incredibly interesting and am always eager to explore in stories.

This book in particular is sort of a turning point for the series because of the turn of events on Veelox, which
I won't spoil for you here; you'll have to read it to find out!

As a side note as I stated in one of my updates; I did not remember shipping a particular couple back when I
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originally read this series almost ten years previously but I'm pretty positive I'm rooting for them now. I'm
actually kind of enjoying that I don't really remember at all how this series ends seeing as I only read the last
couple of books once as soon as they each came out. I am very much looking forward to finding out how this
all wraps up by the end.

Jack von Quilich says

The forth installment of the pendragon series. It's amazing. In this story after the crash of the Hindenburg,
Bobby goes threw the flume once again to find the turning point of veelox. The hold plant to inslaved in
reality jumps. Your own dreams in the feel of reality. Saint Dane plans to bring veelox down by killing all
the people in the jumps. There is tons more action in this book but I will have you read it to find out.

Jacob Cook says

Continuing with this YA series, I read the 4th installment in the series this week. Wildly imaginative, the
fourth book in the Pendragon series provides further background on Bobby Pendragon's universe (which, of
course, is our universe, only expanded). I find the series as a whole to be one of the most creative and
imaginative I have ever read, written in a manner that can captivate both children and adults. The language is
just complex enough without becoming pedantic, and the themes continue to mature throughout the series.
As with the others in this series, I would highly recommend this entry in the series as well.

BOOKISHPISCES says

Follow Bobby as he arrives on Veelox, a territory built on imagination and the power of technology. The
lead traveler encounters Aja Killian who has created a new virus that could be either the salvation or demise
of her home territory but could it be that simple?

Jena.sohn says

"The Reality Bug"takes place on Veelox, one of the many territories in "Halla". Bobby Pendragon goes to
Veelox to save the territory from Saint Dane, and meets the traveller of Veelox named Aja Killian, the most
intelligent girl ever.Bobby realizes that Veelox is just like Second Earth except there are no people in it.He
figures out that they are all in "Lifelight". Aja sets up a "reality bug"to save Veelox, not knowing that it
would make it easier for Saint Dane to destroy Veelox...

Dexter says

This was a bit of a letdown. This one promised to be more scifi and futuristic and looked really cool, buuut I
think I may have expected too much.

Bobby Pendragon travels to the territory of Veelox, where most of the inhabitants are in a fantasy world
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called Lifelight. Plug yourself in and you can live the perfect, but fake, life.

I think I was expecting it to be more scientific, which isn't Pendragon's style. This isn't a hardcore scifi
series, it's scifi/fantasy/adventure/whatever, so the technobabble is limited. I tried to console myself with
that, but the more involved they all got in the world of Lifelight, the harder it was to be okay with the
situation. I feel like D.J. MacHale could've pulled it off, but the whole Reality Bug becoming corporeal and
breaking out of Lifelight just...didn't work.

I'm hoping that the next Pendragon book won't tackle scifi, since that seems to be a sore spot for me. It's my
favorite, and when it's not just right I'm left with an unsatisfied feeling.

Giselle (Book Nerd Canada) says

Still great, but I didn’t like how Aja treated Bobby.

Kylie Behnke says

[3.5 stars]

Laura says

I love this series because the bad guy is one we can associate with because he reminds me of satan and if you
haven't read all of them stop right here!!!! I am serious!!!! This is a real spoiler alert!!!! Well, I warned
you!!!! Scroll downn.

It is an actual series in which the bad guy sometimes wins and this book is that start that. The good guy
doesn't always win and I admire MacHale so much for having the courage to allow his characters to
sometimes fail.
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