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En kalig fordrsmorgen gares et makabert fund blandt rovdyrene i den zoologiske have Skansen. En lille pige
bliver skudt pavej hjem fra en fedsel sdagsfest. Otte ikke helt amindelige gsteuropad ske kvinder forsvinder
sporlgst fraen flygtningelejr. En 90-arig professor kerer rundt og rundt i Stockholms undergrundsbane i
selskab med dgden. En mobiltelefon ringer i en afrevet hand pa et jernbanespor. Og for kriminal kommissaa
Jan-Olov Hultin begynder tiden at opfere sig underligt.

De tilsyneladende sa forskellige haandel ser former langsomt, men sikkert et net, som kastes ud over Europa.
Fortidens sar bryder op, og det, som stremmer ud af dem, saetter sig fast i nettet. Dem, der holder nettet, er
Hultins team - Rigskriminalpolitiets specialenhed for voldskriminalitet med international e aspekter, bedre
kendt som A-gruppen.

EUROPA BLUES er fjerde bind i serien om Paul Hjelm og A-gruppen. Som sine forgaangere er det en
samfundskritisk kriminalroman. Dahl har gre og gje for person- og miljgbeskrivelserne, og denne gang
handler det bl.a. om den europad ske dobbelthed og vores fadles historie.
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Panagiotis says

MOA? KOA? AOTUVOUIK? OXEO?V T?00 KOA? 200 TO "M?00C KOl a2ua”. H apX? TOL UE TNV KATOO?WEN
OTO TT?PKO EKTANKTIK?. H uTt?0e0n ayy?(el 6?0 OTT? 1A PEYOA?TEPA TIPOPBAZUOTA TIOU ?XEl N ELp?rm
o?uepa, to trafficking Kat TNV aTipwpta?0 TOACL Kat V2wV Nad?. Ag pe urt?pdeav 1a ovuota
MO Kot €val To TP?T0 BIBA?0 TNC OU?2d0¢ ?AQa TOU IO B2(w. H PET2PpOon TIOTE?W 2Tl €7XE K21l d
B7uata Kal n A%n Epv? ati?g va ?tav U COTEAELWUN AAAI 2 EVval BAaKE?D. 1O TO AV UTOPE?
Aag 2AAnvag vtapavt{?gva &?2pel n AN Kal T akpiB? ?tav ot Epiv?eq utt?pxel e Aynon: O Notis
o€ V0 TPAYO?dl A7el "0l EPIVPEQ PE KOTATP?XOUV"

Pontus Ridder stedt says

Det & va négonting mytiskt i forhallande till forintelsen med svenska skribenter. Nér de ska beskriva
ondskan renodlat och vill tai anda frén tarna for att gora det hela sa djavulskt ont som mgjligt, sa finns det
inte séllan en historisk aterkoppling till ett nazistiskt koncentrationslager, dar ndgon av vakterna éverlevt och
nu sprider sin ondska vidare i modern tid. Och det fungerar oftast.

Arne Dahls tredje deckare handlar som vanligt om négratill synes osammanhéngande mord dar den
skickliga A-gruppen, som |dser sérskilda mord med internationella relationer, finner sammanhang och
historiska aterkopplingar med ibland extremt eleganta metoder dar allt blir satydligt att detta” bara’ ar en
deckare och ingen verklighet. Det & val dessa sistnédmnda nédmnare som alltid behandlas intelligent och
skickligt, vilket far Dahls deckare att hamna ovanfér méngden. Nér det dessutom i den hér boken sprids ut en
del dverraskningar genom den andra halvan blir sutet snudd pa en hisnande upplevelse.

Det finns forstas nagra samre delar, de otroligt sadistiska morden och de ganska vermanniskligt
intellektuella poliserna, men man stors ganska lite anda. Vi har val anda lite for manga dverviktiga ensamma
man som huvudpersoner i svenska deckare, vilka man slipper hér.

Linda Branham Greenwell says

| alwaysfind it interesting when | really love a book, that othersdon;t likeit at al :)

So, "to me" - the characters grow with each book in the series - their characters become even stronger. | love
the history elementsin the books - | learn alot about things that happened from a different point of view.
Here in the US we have been taught one version of history while there are much different versions el sewhere
Also, the crimes and the investigation into how they occurred, | found fascinating.

| ccan;t wait to read the next book in the series:)

Chrissa Vasileiou says

20€C TEPIOO?TEPEC LTIOO?0E1C TNC OU2DAC A AR W, T?00 TEPICO?TEPO EKTIU? KAl BOLUL W TNV
povadIk? Ttva Tou Arne Dahl! e k20g BIA70 eval oho@nepn n €§?A1€? TOL,T?00 N CLUYYPAPK? 700
KOl o€ 2,TI 0@op? TOUC XOPOKT?PEC TIOL T?00 APICTOTEXVIK? ?XEl TN?0EL.
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AULT?TO OP? N LTTBECN ?2XEl KAl 2pWUA...EAA?DAC,UIOC KAl TO TP?TO 82U Va1l Vag PAAnvag
VTORaT{?¢ TIoL BP?0KETAI VEKP?C O Va (WOAOYIK? K?TI0. ME Q@OPIL? AUT? TO YEYOV?C,0 ONAWUVOG
@AZAANVoc Dahl ava@?petal cuxv? oTnv EAANVIK? HUBOAOY?d, TNV OTID?0 PAAWOCTE XPNOILOTIOIE?
Yi0 va TAN?0€l TOV OKEAET? TNV 10TOP?0C TOU KOl KVEL TDAA?C OVAQOP?C 0K 2UA KOl OTIC TPOYWO?EC
T0U AtoX?Aou! To L0 TV PE EVI0E A0 2TV TO 2TI OKIOYP2PNOE TOV ZAANVA 7pW? TOU O 2UEuVa
HE TO OTEPE?TUTIN: KAKYOUOTO VI?01 O, XOVIP? XPUC? KAdVA GTOV AdI?,0002TPIX0C... ZUYW2UN
K?p1e Dahl,aAA? N TAEIOYN @20 TV EAAVWV-0K U0 KAl TWY TOPAY 2UV-OeV KUKAOQOPE? Tia ?tot!
AV 00 ¢ EV?TIVELTE V0 CUYKEKPILAVOC VOPWITOC VIO TOV CUYKEKPIUA0 XOPAKT?2paC adg,U?AN0V Ba
PMPETE VA OTEPAETE KI QUTV [Id BPATO OTOV AKKO Twv adn@ywv. :PMap?AAnAd,va 1?pog Tng
UTT?0E0N G EKTUA?00ETAL KO aTNV ITAA?0,0AA? Kal g€ PAA0 7PN TNG KEVTPIK?G Eup?rm . MIAue
AOITTV yia VA BIBA?0 evTeEA?C 'Ta 11 7pIKO'!

Kl EKT?C UTO?,2KPWC CLUVAPTIOOTIK? TPAYUATIK?,eVal a&loB02U00TOC O TP?MOC TV O
CLYWYPO Q20 G KOTAP?PVEL VA "CUVAPHOAOYE?" Ad TINCA TIOL ATIOTEAE?TAL ATT? 3?0 ? TPEIC ? KOl
TEPIOOTEPEC AVWOTEC LTIOO?0E1C,TIOV oI 2LOLV OPXIK? EVIEA?C P0XETEC LETOE? TOUC,OAN? OTNV
0VC?0 TPKEITAL VIO APEIC UIAC LEY?ANC,O0BAP?C,ONUAVTIK?C KAl TEP?TAOKNG. Eval K?TI TIOL KVEL
o€ 2Aa 1o BIBA?0 e TI¢ LTIOB?0E1C TNC OU?D0C A - EV UW7PEL TUCTEZW KAI VIO VO OOX0AOVTAL TA
K?AN TNG,TIOL ?X0UV dlAPOPETIKO?C XAPAKT?PEC,ME TO KOUU?TI TIOU EUTIV? K?TL 1O1O?TEPO TTOV
KOBVa TOUC KAl VO LTT?PXEL TOIKIA?A. EVa1 dnAad? Va¢ aK2Un TP?rmog yia va EEITAVEL TO
TOAVTO TOU KOl TNV aVZALCT/TEPIYPO @AV 2ITTUEN dIAQOPETIKV XAPAKT?pwV TNV 201a OTIyU? (?
EVAAAE,0€ TIOA? YPYOPOULC PUBLO?C) KA VO NV O@VEL TOV AVOYW?0TH VO EEKOVPUOTE? OPTE AETIT?.
AVT?0eTA,TOV aVayK 2(E/TOPAKIVE? VO BP?0KETOI CUV?XEIO OE EYPYOPCT,TIPOKEILVOL VO NV
X?0€l T?10Ta o1t TO 2000 CUVOPTIICOTIK?,avOTIVTEXA KAl OTIOKAAUTITIK? CUUBAV0UV TAUT?XPova.

MTI0p? va T TG T "MTA0LL TNC ELp? " eval aT? ta BIBA?a ¢ Op?2da¢ A TIOU HOU 70V
TEPIOC?TEPO. 2XW ETIVAA?BEL TG, 700 TIPOXWP? N AVAVWON KAl VI?0W TIO0 OIKE?A JUE TO U?AN
TN¢,T?200 TEPICO?TEPO OV OP?00UV Kol 01 LTOB?0E1C TNG OU?2daC A. AUT €07 UWC TNV EEXWPL W
130 ?tepa Kal yia T BepatoAroy?a TN O vadloU?¢ KAl TO EUTTPI0 AEVK?C OAPK?C Al 70
1da?tepa eva?o00nta B2uata. Ki €8? o Dahl ava@?petal evoeAeX?¢ Kal oTa 70,0TIOTEAON
OUCIOOTIK? TOV KOPU? PA0UL ToU BIBA?0V,KAl UWC TIOLOEV? OEV EEPEVEL OTT? TA ?p1A,0EV YVETAIL
UTEPPBOAIK?C,0?T€ KOV T?200 OO ATP?0EKTOC. Kal gV UTIOP? va NV Tov Baup?0w 1a1T?pwe ' aut?!

Linda Boa says

Exceptional, well-plotted, intelligent quality thriller/police procedural.
Couldn't recommended it more highly.
Review to follow.

Karen Brooks says

Europa Blues, by Arne Dahl, was areally different kind of crime book, even in the genre | am so enjoying,
the broadly termed “Nordic Noir.” Not realising this was book four in aten book series, | picked it up,
seduced by the synopsis on the back of the book which explains that his novel is about a series of crimes

PDF File: Europablues... 4



Read and Download Ebook Europa blues...

involving the grisly death of a Greek gangster, disappearing Eastern European prostitutes and the macabre
murder of afamous Jewish professor. From the start, it was pretty clear to me that the police involved in the
investigations had complex lives and histories to which | was only partly privy and which no doubt earlier
books explored. But (and thisis testimony to the strength of Dahl’ swriting), at no point did | feel this
disadvantaged me. Such was the power of the prose and the way the principal characters were presented and
their back-stories hinted at, | felt | knew them and any gaps and omissions were filled. Better till, | cared
about these people deeply.

With three investigations on the go and one man down (he’s on extended leavein Italy), the A-unit, or
National Crime Investigation Department’s Special Unit for Violent Crimes of an International Nature (what
amouthful!), is busy, especially when, after a street thug is brutally murdered by awoman in atrain station,
they begin to suspect that al the murders are linked. When they seek help from Interpol and Europol, their
suspicions are confirmed. But it’s when they ask one of their own, the man in Italy, to do some investigating
there, that the connections reveal themselves. What' s exposed goes back decades and into one of the most
violent and cruel periods of human history. Not one to shy away from both the individual’s or country’srole
in human suffering and genocide, through is characters, Dahl is highly critical of Sweden’s* neutrality” or
ability to look the other way. Exploring huge issues such as complicity and national shame, Dahl uses history
to also critique the present in an intelligent and searing manner.

Thefinal twists and turns are both shocking and gratifying.

The way characters are developed; the use of literature and history and the sense of social and personal
justice that pervades this book is so strong. | was drawn into the story and the relationships — professional
and personal. The writing is sublime and aways powerful — though humour, particularly between those who
have worked together and known each other so long - relieves some of the bleaker moments: gallows
humour indeed.

A magnificent book that makes me long to lose myself in another in the series.

4.5 dtars.

L ee says

A gripping storyline weaving together mafia-like international crime and nazi war crimesin an enthralling
read. Quite gory in places, | now see wolverinesin anew light.

Alexandra (matobookal o) says

Qpa?0 10TOP?20 AAA? BEWP? K2TIWC KOLPATTIK? TNV a@ynon (?tav dla@opeTIK? aTt? Ta PAAQ TOU
BiBA?a).

Paul says

Europa Blues — An Examination of the Forgotten Past

Arne Dahl is one of the best Scandi crime novelists with a huge amount of fans across Europe, as heis not
afraid to tackle taboo subjectsin his thrillers. Once again he does this in Europa Blues which was written in
2001 but only recently trandlated in to English that looksin to the dark heart of Sweden, its war neutrality
and hiding in plain view. Europa Blues takes us from Stockholm, to Italy and various points across Eastern
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Europe.

An unknown Greek gangster has only recently moved to Stockholm and is causing problems already, but he
ends up being murdered in unusual circumstances by the wolverines of the Skansen Zoo who consume most
of him. While elsawhere in the City eight Eastern European women, who have been trafficked in to the sex
industry have vanished from arefugee centre outside of the Stockholm. An elderly science professor is
murdered in a Jewish cemetery, with tattooed numbers on his arm.

All three crimes are going to be investigated by The A-Unit shortened from the National Crime Investigation
Department’s Special Unit for Violent Crimes of an International Nature. A team of detectives that had been
busy over the previous year. These experienced and cynical detectives started out investigating three separate
crimes with the aid of a colleague who is using inherited money living in Tuscany.

Asthe investigation deepens and they contact various Police Forces across Europe a bigger picture of what
they are investigating becomes alittle clearer even if at times alittle confused. It is when they have to look
deeper in to what happened during the Second World War things do become alittle clearer even if it al'so
challenging the long held view of Sweden’s neutrality during the war and that was an enabler with its own
fascist problems at that time.

Things start to come together and the picture becomes clear when the Greek gangsters murder is a message
to aMilan crime family known as Ghittone makes the murder seem like poetic justice if not alittle savage.
Especially as there seems to be ateam of female ninjas who are running across Europe taking revenge on the
murder victims and sending various messages.

Asthe A-Unit investigates further what does become clearer to the team isthat everything is related to the
war and medical research, and an unknown murder victim with no nose sometime back in the 80s. Through
police work across Europe and using modern technology will the answersfinal arrive even if one of their
number ends up having a pistol forced in to his mouth.

For acrimethriller the reader is always asked afew questions, about what do we really care about, would
you redlly care what happened to refugeesif they just disappeared, and were removed from the country. It
also asks the question of do you really know what your family did during the war; do you have a clear
conscience? Aswell as historic crimes, ghoulish crimes of the present there is still afair amount of humour
in the thriller.

EuropaBluesis afurther example of why Arne Dahl is considered as one of the best Scandi Crime Writers
out there, and | cannot recommend this highly enough.

Karen says

EUROPA BLUES sthefirst of Arne Dahl's books I've been fortunate enough to read and it definitely won't
bethelast. A combination of aslightly eccentric, dedicated and very determined investigation group full of
strong individuals, who work as a team; and a confrontational and some very pointed crimes and their
backgrounds, perpetrated for very believable reasons made this novel a stand-out read.

When an unknown Greek gangster is murdered and then disposed of in the wolverine enclosure of alocal
Z00, the likelihood of even identifying him, let alone resolving the questions of why or who killed him seems
pretty remote. As does the likelihood of working out any possible connections between his death and the
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disappearance of a number of Eastern European women from a refugee centre outside Stockholm. When an
elderly science professor isthen murdered in extremely bizarre circumstances, in the centre of a Jewish
cemetery, thisreally does seem like a series of disconnected and extremely odd occurrences.

The Intercrime unit (or A-Unit as they are known) isa special unit put together to investigate violent crimes
with international aspects. Which is awonderful creation as whilst the unit might feel feasible, there's much
in it's management structures and membership that is most unexpected. And many of the members seem
particularly comfortable in that sort of working environment. They are, however, aruthlessly efficient bunch
of cynical, analytical and experienced cops who are not at al afraid to follow a hunch.

Well balanced within the strong characterisation, there's an intricate plot that fallsinto place seamlessly,
incorporating questions and observations about many societal questions along the way. The disappearance of
refugee women, the increasing problem of women from struggling economies being lured into sex-
trafficking, and the gangsters and organised crime behind it are part of the current day problems explored, as
are aspects of more recent European history and connectivity that seem to be an ongoing discussion in many
of the Scandinavian Crime Fiction books this reader has been fortunate enough to encounter.

There'salot to catch up with if you're starting out with this series at EUROPA BLUES as this reader did. It
doesn't create a problem in getting into the style and tone of the writing, nor in picking up on the
personalities and working relationships of the A-Unit. It may, however, create a stacking problem as there
are other books available in this series, with the very distinct possibility that they'll be creeping to the top of
the reading pile very soon.

http://www.austcrimefiction.org/revie...

Anke says

Spannend, maar het einde vond ik een beetje een teleurstelling. Hoe één van de verdachten dan familie blijkt
te zijn van één van de speurders, vond ik een beetje bij de haren gegrepen. jammer!

Thebooktrail says

Booktrail the locations in the book Europa Blues
A trip to the zoo proves deadly...

Skansen zoo is a popular sight in Stockholm popular with tourists and locals alike but there is shock when a
gangster recently arrivein the city is found murdered in the most macabre of situations, his body consumed
by animals.

Elsewhere in the city, a group of eight Eastern European women vanish from a refugee centre. Then an
elderly professor isfound executed at a Jewish cemetery, the tattooed number on his arm a disturbing sign to
his past.

The Intercrime unit dedicated to international violent crime has adark dark series of casesto investigate and
their search will take them back through the recesses of history.

Thisisagrim, gritty delve into the past with murder, torture, slavery and war time butchery seeping into
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Stockholm’ s streets. What role did Sweden have during the war and how neutral wasiit really? How did
fascism then and now keep rearing its ugly head?

The landscape of Stockholm now is one of ugly repercussions — and the war, the holocaust has some horrific
secrets to share. The Intercrime unit is to have some complicated threads to unravel. A deeply disturbing

view of nationalism is permeating every crevice of the city and beyond.

Swedish Noir at its best.

Helena Frisk says

En brastory. Lite mystiskt forst men sen blev allt logiskt

Bart Jan VERBEKE says

Dereeks die Arne Dahl schreef gaat naar mijn gevoel in crescendo. Het A-team dat ook in dit vierde deel
opduikt wordt met het verhaal menselijker. Het verhaal waarin zij flaneren even menselijk, maar danin zijn
wreedheid. Eeuwige wreedheid: toen en nu!

Emily says

To BIBA?0 HOL ?pECE TIOA? KA LOU KP?TNOE TIP?0 OTO TUE?D! OV OTO UCTTEPVTAH, 2TIOU OPKET?G
QOP?¢, TEPTITNVTAC GTNV TI?AN, CUVZAABA TOV EAUT? oL VO OXEDI 2LEl LECNEPIOV?C OAAQVIIK PG
O1?70TeC M TO BIBA?0 av? xe?pag!

Hou?da A, ue o at? 1a U?7An NG EEVITEUVO, KAAE?TAL VO A?0€l AK?Ua Va puot?plo. To
EeVITEUVO O0TNV TOOK VN U7A0C, O ?0TO, TPOCP?PEL LA V?TA OPOCL?¢ OTNV TIAOK?, dld XEIP?C
OLYYPOP?0, 0 OTID?0C TOTIOOETE? OTO ECOYEIAK? TOTT?0 IO OAPKANPI OIKOYVEIA UE 70TPA OAAL?,
K?T00TPA d?PUOTO KOl TPOOJEVTIK?C OTIAPEIC. ZTO T7A0C, O 7PTO KATA@P?PVEL OTT? HOKPL? VA B7AEl

TO TPAYUOTO OE TXN...

H TAoK? Tou BIBA?0VL ?tav TIOA? EVOIA@E?POUCA KOl TNV KAVE TEPICTG?TEPO EVAIAP?POLTA N
OVOECN IOTOPIKV OTIYU KAl YEYOV?TWY TOU TPAVTOC KOl TOU TIPEABTOC.

MBav?¢ ATIOKAAAPELG
H 1otop?a EeKIv? pe vav 2AANVa adAua1d?X1a (?tol AV UE OTNV £TIOX ? MOV TOLC VTPEC TIOL
(POPO?200V XOVTIP?C XPLO?C KAONVEC OTO AUI? ? OTO X?P1) 0 OTID?0C POUP?EL KOKA VI O V0 TRIYK K|
T?PKOU KOl OPAUOT?LETAL TNV KLPLOPX 20 TOU ETT? TNE V20 ¢ TIPANC TIOU ?XEl EYKOATAOTABE?.

O ouyypa@?0¢, 0 AUT?G TIC TP?TEC OEAPOEC, TEPIYP?QEl TIOA? UTIOPANTIK?, IO OAKAN PN KATOd?WEN
KOl V0 BV0TO XWP?C 0VCIOCTIK? VO UTIOPE? VO KATAA?BEL 0 avayw?0Tng Tt akpIB?¢ ouv?Bn.

3€ QUT?TO APXIK? KOUU?TI TNG TAAOK G, 0 CLYYPO QUG KAVE 20W¢ VA UKP? AT?rmua. B2l tov
PAANVO KOKOTOI? VA yp2@el TN AN Epivu, n oTo?0 ATOOEIKVZETAL OTN CUVZXELD 2TL €Al N A%N
Epiv?eg, ol Be?tnNTeC TNC EKOKNONE, Ol OTID?EC TOV KATAI 7ZKOLV V1A VA TOV TIHMWP?00LV. K21mo1o¢
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PMPETE va €€NYy?20el 0Tov NTOA ?T1 ATOKAEZETAl V0 KAKOTION ¢ va 2§epe TIG Eptv?eg, o1 7Tl ?tav
ATIOXOANUVOC UE TIC TIPOVOU?EC ?TaV Ba ?IPeTE Vo A?BEL OXOAIK? TN OE?A . EO? Q@ B7AAW av
KOl OTIC KOVOVIK?C OXOAIK?C T2EEIC, VO OYXPOVO TId? E?pel ? 2xel dldaxBe? TEP? Epivu Kal
Eupev2dwv.

MoA? 2ZuTIVN 1AV OTO T?A0G N GVAECN 7AWV TWV YEYOV 2TV TEPACTUVWY KAl TwpIvVA. O ?7pTo
TOPAVEL N ELX?PLOTN V2TO TOUL BIBA?0L OAA? YVETAL KAl N @uvV? TG AOYIK?C K210V 0TO T7A0C.

Ta ovuata dev €Al VA TIPOCTIB?0EIC VO TA TIPOP?PEIC KOV. T OKAV?PEIC OATIN?C UE TO U?TI KAl
OTIOTUTTAVEIC TNV OTITIK? TOUC VIO VO UTIOPE?C VO TIOPE?EC0I OTN CUV2XELD.

To HEY?A0 UTT?POEA ONIOVPYE?TAI LE TA 3 YUVAIKE?D OVUATO AT? 2, Z7Ad, Z?7pOTIV, Z?2pa KAl OF
K?rmola otiypu? Ztva. Kal B2Bala pe 11¢ evaAAay?g eTu6?tou Kal ikpo? ovuatod. M?2xpt va
KOTOQ?PEIC VO oLVNB?0EIC TA UKP?, ELEIV?LOVTAL IO TO MIKP? A TA ETTPETA.

Artemis Slipknot says

TNV apx? 0V e £?2X€ evBoLaI 20€l. AAA? TIP?C TO T?A0C TIOL MVE 1 GO0 TWV LGTOPL'N
TPOYUATIK? 2TAV ATIOOTOUWTIK?. ETT?0N¢ TOL dVW VA TPATIAVW LV OI 2L TO £?2XE EEKIVIOEL OTNV
ZTOKX?AUN, OTT?TE 2P TA 7PN 2TOU AVOQEP?TAV KAl aLT? 6ov dVEl PAAN a?00nan.

Ella says

Het verhaal begint in Zweden met de moord op een oude Joodse professor. Soortgelijke moorden zijn
gepleegd in verschillende steden in Europa.

Prostituees verdwijnen en er is een dagboek wat de zoon van de professor in bewaring had. Wat hebben de
moorden met elkaar te maken. De nazitijd komt terug omdat de professor een nummer vanuit Buchenwald op
Zijn arm heeft. Het A-team gaat met de verschillende 'leads'aan de gang. Het einde is verrassend.

Rosemary Standeven says

| received this copy from the publisher via NetGalley in exchange for an honest review

Arne Dahl is one of my husband’ s favourite authors, but until now, | hadn’t read any of his books. Now | am
hooked too. Arne Dahl throws everything at this book: holocaust survivors; Eastern European prostitutes; a
Greek pimp; Finnish winter war hero; Italian mob royalty; Sweden’ s hidden history; Greek myths; aninja
feminist; and if that were not enough, some coked-up wolverines. It isatruly European affair, with corpses
al over the continent. The various threads are slowly but surely brought together, via a multitude of twists, in
athrilling piece of story-telling.

The characters are very well portrayed, and particularly the Swedish A-team police, interact beautifully and
believably with each other.

The normal prose of acrime novel, describing the characters' actions, isinterspersed with aimost poetic,
dreamlike sequences, asindividual characters drift in and out of reality: “His thoughts were practically
running away from him. This from the man who was normally so good at damming the flow and digging
channelsto allow his thoughts to pour in the right direction. Now, though, they were more like the Danube
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delta’. At first, that comes across as rather weird to the reader, but then you realise that that is the way our
minds actually work. Normally our musings are kept private and not written down — here, Arne Dahl treats
the private and the public as equal.

There are frequent references to the space-time continuum: “Time seemed to be taking a siesta. It was
moving as slowly astreacle”. It is of a particular worry for one policeman, Hultin, who is faced with
intimations of his own mortality. But soon timeis causing everyone existential problems: “He was forced to
Cross an enormous, terrible gap in time. He was balancing on the narrow plank, crossing the abyss. Step by
step, swaying, he made hisway across’; “Why am | describing timein such detail? Because soon it will no
longer exist. Because the next bomb will fell it. Becauseit is already trembling in the breeze. Becausetimeis
about to die”; “Time had started moving more sluggishly. It would probably be possible to relax alittle at the
weekend. But time was also being difficult. It wasn't acting like normal. It was probably out of sync”.
Luckily by the end of the book “The black hole in the space-time continuum was starting to fill up. And the
spanner in the works, the fundamental error in their thinking, was fast approaching. Time was starting to
right itself”. That was arelief.

Apart from the existential questions, there are moments of humour and aso moments of clear social
conscience. The book asks us to evaluate when we decide whose fate we care about: “the fact that they had
discovered the women'’ s disappearance was entirely dependent on their believing it was a case of asylum
seekers going underground. That was when they reacted. That was when it was decided that the country was
at risk of becoming impure. If eight prostitutes had simply disappeared from the streets of Stockholm, no one
would have batted an eyelid”, and when we decide that the truth must be told. The book ends with:; “He was
standing on top of bodiesin order to see Paradise. And he wasn’'t alone. He was an entire continent”.

I loved this book and would recommend it to everybody —my husband is already queuing up to read it.

Spela says

Zasamo vsebino bi knjigi rade volje dodelila 4 zvezdice, oceno pa za polovico zniZa poSastno Stevilo napak
v slovenskem prevodu. Pogosto nerodno zastavljene povedi so posejane s tipkarskimi napakami, ki bi morale
prevajalcu in lektorici (Branku Perku in Poloni Kekec) v 07 pasti Ze kot uporabnikoma spodobnega
rkovalnika, kaj Sele kot prevajalcu in lektorici PreSernove druzbe:

- "Nam?ija’

- "jedli so jabolke"

- "svetilo je bila ubo?ena navzgor"
- "devetega spetembra’

- "iz kotika 0?es"

- "se stvari vrngjev stari tir"

- "Svedka zgodovina"

- "pomladanskei sapici”

(Navedeni spodrdljgji so ve?inomavzeti iz druge polovice knjige, ko nisem ve? vzdrzalain semjih za?ela
beleziti - zal jih ne manjkaniti v prvi polovici.)

Mi lahko nekdo pojasni tudi, kaj pomeni beseda "evroanten"? V knjigi je uporabljenavsgj dvakrat, njenega
pomena pa mi nikakor ne uspe dognati.

Napake se pojavljajo tudi v angleskih delih besedila ("l rest may case'").

| rest my case as well, PreSernova druzba. Knjige v trenutni obliki zal ne bi priporo?ila nikomur.
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Rowena Hoseason says

There' s good Nordic noir. And there' s excellent Eurocrime. And there' s outstandingly accomplished crime
writing which uses the genre to illustrate greater human truths, to bend perceptions, to shine light on subjects
most folk would rather leave unseen in silent shadows. The Intercrime/ A-unit series of police procedurals
does all of the above.

EuropaBluesis eloquent, entertaining and insightful. It’s also witty and gripping, not scared to blindside the
reader with ugly truth and gruesome details. Sweden’ sinternational crime investigation unit are confronted
with a series of strange murders. They must find the links between a Mafioso being eaten by wolverines; a
mugger who comes off much worse than his mark, and a Jewish concentration camp survivor who'skilled in
an unusually weird way.

Arne Dahl uses his familiar cast of characters to add multiple dimensions which layer through the story,
lifting the narrative beyond its immediate morality and into something much broader. He touches on the very
nature of time, or how free market capitalism is the thin end of the fascist wedge, and Sweden’ s unspoken
guilt over the Holocaust. If this book wasn't categorised as ‘ crime’ then you' d find it on the ‘modern
literature’ shelves.

Y et Europa Bluesis never stuffy, never stifling. The interactions between the members of Intercrime are
perfectly pitched; rolling banter which turns seriousin a syllable. It's al beautifully observed, from a
personal to a political level, with a sprawling cast of generously developed characters. The author has afine
eye for the detail of an ensemble police procedural where the intertwining plot-lines are all skilfully
controlled. He also demonstrates a blistering ability to portray the gruesome alongside the mundane so that it
feelsasif it might actually happen.

So | can just about forgive Dahl’ sinclination to suddenly convert one of his charactersinto an unlikely
version of Jason Bourne for a chapter of death-defying derring-do. The action-packed finale goes a bit boy’s

own adventure and felt more than alittle out of place.

That small snag aside, Europa Blues is a hugely satisfying novel on every level.
8/10

There salonger review over at https.//murdermayhemandmore.wordpress...
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