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Praise for The Source of Magic:
"One of those rare treasures you hope will never end. A magical ride. Unforgettable characters and twists
and turns that keep us turning the pages. Forget about sleeping, because I wasn't able to put this novel down
until the end, and you won't be able to either." --The Romance Reviews

"Rowan brings in the exotic, the magic and the passion in The Source of Magic. Such a heartwarming story
that will melt your heart and have you believing in love again." --The Pen & Muse Book Reviews

Overview:
When a gorgeous man clasps Jilian Stewart to his chest and yanks her from Scotland into a magical battle,
she thinks it must be another of her bizarre dreams. Plagued by unnerving visions of this man, she's sure
they're brought on by the stress of her mother's deadly paralysis. Instead, she finds herself ensnared in a
fantasy otherworld, trapped by treachery and family secrets and opposing the one man who can make
everything right.

Prince Alvarr, her sexy abductor, offers a cure for her dying mother, but won't send Jilian home with it until
she helps him destroy the evil mage threatening his people--with mystical powers she never knew she had.

The Source of Magic is an 83,000-word novel and has won sixteen awards.

More books in the Alaia Chronicles series:

Kismet's Kiss: A Fantasy Romance (Alaia Chronicles)
When a deadly epidemic strikes a sultan's realm, only a magical healer from an enemy land has the skill to
save it. The sultan never imagined the healer would be a woman...

Swords and Scimitars: A Fantasy Short Story (Alaia Chronicles: Legends #1)
When two women beg for aid against tyranny, a sultan must sacrifice his freedom and his long-scarred heart
to help them.

Sword and Lute: A Fantasy Romance Novelette (Alaia Chronicles: Legends #2)
When a musician stumbles across a dying god, she must sacrifice her precious lute to save him...and find her
heart's desire.

Contemporary tales by Cate Rowan:

Flirting with the Fireman: A Romantic Short Story
A sculptress, a battery-chasing cat, and a studly fireman meet through a supernatural recipe for "Get a
Husband" Brunswick stew.

Kiss That Frog
A cynical Los Angeles artist reluctantly pet-sits for her young niece's frog and discovers magic in the
terrarium--in the form of a sexy enchanted prince.

Acclaim for Cate Rowan:
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"Fantastic worldbuilding." --The Romance Reviews

"A writing force to be reckoned with." --Smexy Books

"If you love magic and romance, then you will love Rowan's books." --The Pen & Muse Book Reviews
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From Reader Review The Source of Magic for online ebook

Steph Desire says

Great Fantasy for Adults

I was skeptikal at first but as I began to read, I learned to like the characters.
If you are looking romance (adult romance) with a little bit of magic and adventure- like 80% romance, 15%
magic, and 5% adventure, this book is for you. Jilian has just lost her father, and with her terminal ill mother,
she got pulled into a world of none sense. I could feel the author trying hard to stay truthful to reality and she
did an okay job. I didn't feel the difference too much in the change of world when Jilian crossed. It was
almost like she was a native. I did like when Alvarr crossed. You can feel the unfamiliarity and it was fun.
Pros: Well developed characters, relatable main characters, okay plot
Cons: Oh boy where do I begin? Okay, let's start with the Gray eyes and the hard muscles. There were too
many of those. I get it, the guy is hot. You wrote it in the previous 30 chapters already. Second, I know
having sex is a great thing but a wet dream is not a sign of love. Third, this one more personal. Alvarr at
some point sounded like kid- a pathetic jealous arrogant teenager. He jealous of animals, his friends, duvets,
and anything that spoke the girl. It was annoying. Last, not really but I don't want to write a book, the
timeline between Sara left and Jilan and Alvarr's age is confusing and definitely needs editing.
Over all, it was a quick read. I gave it 3 star beacause Fantasy is not my genre but it got me to read it till the
end.

Shara says

I've been reading predominantly epic fantasy since I was quite young and I always think back and laugh
about my "I will not be caught dead reading a romance book, ever!" attitude that I had back then. If it didn't
have enough swords, magic, plot and character development, I was often lost quickly and would put the book
down.

After a couple failed attempts at getting into romance through modern-day romance books (yawn...no magic,
no swords, just drama), I had given up and quickly delved back into my 800+ pages assortment of epic
fantasy reads. I've always enjoyed the romantic subplots in the epic fantasy series, but often wished for a
shorter read in between the behemoth epic fantasy volumes. As a busy mom, some evenings I just want to be
able to sit down and get absorbed in a story, finishing it within the same evening, or a couple of days at the
most.

It wasn't until last year that I discovered this book. Before that, I thought the only 'fantasy' romance involved
vampires and werewolves, and that there was little of what I found interesting in the genre (high fantasy,
swords, magic, dragons, wizards, etc).

Enter The Source of Magic.

A genre dedicated entirely to fantasy romance? Boy, was I a converted believer! This book had the elements
I loved from my epic fantasy reads, but with a sweeping love story that had most of the story emphasis to
boot. The romance is believable, and the characters are tangible and interesting. I found myself so involved
in this story that it was done before I was ready to leave the world.

The writing flows well and the plot is well conceived. No reading a page over a second time because your
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mind was elsewhere! The book also struck a chord with the 'walk through the closet into a different world'
love I've had since I was a young girl.

Overall an excellent and engaging read. I have all of Cate's books and highly recommend them all.

Wendy says

3.5 Stars

The source of magic had an interesting premise that instantly captivated my attention.
You're quickly transported into another world where almost anything is possible. I found myself picturing
exactly what this world might look like.
I lost my love of the story when the characters seemed to fall in love within a few days of meeting. The
speed in which things occurred felt somewhat rushed and unbelievable.

Cindy says

3.5 stars

Susan says

I could not get into this book. It was too sexually focused and that did not make sense in the story. It was
sappy and over the top though the story itself had potential. I just could not waste my time on it when there
are so many other great books to read.

Devin says

DNA. Boring story snd boring narrator.

Sarz says

A bit sparse.

I liked it, but I felt there could have been more story. And also the hero seemed to be being rewarded for
behaviour that wasn't too far away from that of the villain. I'm never happy to see someone getting away with
being angry, unreasonable and nasty.
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Cara says

I love The Source of Magic. I love everything about it - the feisty heroine, Jillian, the to-die-for hero, Prince
Alvarr, the otherworldly setting. Cate Rowan has woven an intriguing and engrossing story with enough
twists and turns to keep me turning the virtual pages.

Jillian is transported to an exotic new world, like Earth, but not like Earth, filled with strange plants and
animals. Despite her confusion and her fear, Jillian is strong and fights to get back to her sick mother. Jillian
discovers she has magic powers, powers Prince Alvarr and his people need. They have something Jillian
needs - the plant that could cure her mother.

When Jillian and Alvarr go on a journey to find the rare plant, they find so much more than that. They find
love, but that love is tested over and over. They have to fight their growing feelings for each other and fight a
very bad villain. Jillian is determined to get home to her mother. But can she bear to leave Alvarr? That
question kept me guessing and reading to a very satisfactory ending.

Cate Rowan is a terrfic writer. I can't wait to read more of her books.

Mei says

I read this book after Kismet's Kiss and I must admit that I liked it less.
Don't get me wrong it is a good book, but Kismet's Kiss was better!

Here we have a 21st Century Earth woman who's been abducted by a hot prince to another planet.

I think that's very similar to Robin Owens Song of Marwey and to the whole Summoning series.

But, even if the story is not novel one it was well done, what irked me was the hero's, Alvarr, behavior.

Alvarr is described as a young prince who will do everything to save his realm from the villain, so he abduct
Jillian and want her to help him. He's arrogant in asking for her help and he treats her like she's abliged to
give that help, even if she tries to explain that her first duty is to her mother and not some realm she hasn't
heard of before! And he's fast to jump on conclusions, the wrong one obviously! He goes over the top
thinking all the worst of the woman he loves. He insists on trust, but is the first not to give it! I would have
preffered the hero more similar to Kuramos from Kismet's Kiss - more coherent to what he's preaching! His
redeaming quality is that he's a really good and dedicated ruler and much loved by his subjects!

Jillian was annoying in the beginning, but she got better and better as the story unfolded. I could understand
her reasoning. The only thing I have against her was that she was a little bit a doormat: she should have
insisted more to be heard by Alvarr when the misunderstanding occured.

That said, the book was interesting; I liked the tone of voice the writed gave to the book and the flow of the
story! And the twist about the villain!

I would like to read the story of the future rulers of Fallorm! :D
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Kriss says

Overall, this was a pretty good book. I enjoy fantasy-romance as a genre very much, and sometimes a good
little standalone is a satisfying alternative to long series that tend to have more fantasy plot than romance. I
think for what this is, it was a nice little read.

So let’s start out with the positives: the author is a great writer. The language was very nice and the writing
nice to read. It was appropriate to the setting, but allowed us to distinguish Jil as modern when needed. The
plot—though it was simple in order to fit everything in a standalone—was well executed and contrived,
linking up various elements so everything seemed to come together.

But, there were some less-than-great aspects.

For example, the romance wasn’t my favorite. Though Alvarr is a respectable enough love interest, what we
get from the relationship between him and Jil is basically that they both are physically attracted to each other,
they go on a trip to find an herb, the sexual tension bursts and they have sex, then the next day they are
admitting their love for each other. All in all it feels like a case of “lust mistaken for love.” It’s not the worst
example in a book of this trope that I’ve ever seen, but it definitely deflated the romantic aspects of this book
for me. On top of this not-so-romantic start, Jilian also shows herself to be one of those women who is quick
to belittle her own justifiable feelings for the sake of a man. They get into a really stupid fight over a police
officer being in Jilian’s home and Alvarr jumps to all these conclusions—she cheated, she lied about her
mom just to get back to this man, she never loved me, she broke her oath—and even calls her a
harlot—which is not cool—without much more basis than a man being in her house. He doesn’t even let her
explain and she’s upset over his really petty reaction but then is like “no… it’s my fault… I love him… he
had every right to be mad…” and I’m like you did nothing wrong except for like… not just scream at him
that he was wrong and that you felt offended he’d think such things with so little basis. Some of their back
and forth and internal turmoil was kind of comical because it all could have been avoided/cleared up if
they’d just talked to each other or weren’t of a mind to just recklessly assume.

Another thing that sort of bugged me was the climax between our villain and hero; it happened in the last 6%
of the book and was pretty short and simple. In fact, it was sort of so anticlimactic that it’s weird that Alvarr
hadn’t already dealt with his foe; Jilian seemed pretty unnecessary in the grand scheme of things. It’s more
like she just popped in to refill his magic stores and have sex with him. I expected more a battle or war or
something; but it was pretty straightforward and not very exciting. I was disappointed with it honestly.

The fantasy was also there, but the world building wasn’t the most extensive. You get a feel for the
differences, but also just sort of feel like you’re in medieval times. There’s no explanation of the spells or
how magic works; we spend more time camping and listening to Alvar and Jilian have internal turmoil over
one another than we do in fighting or magic or politics. I know this is a standalone, but if you’re going to do
a fantasy you have to balance it out and be willing to world-build and immerse readers in it, otherwise
they’re just going to apply a lot of contemporary real-world things to the story.

All this said, it wasn’t a bad book and I overall liked it. I didn’t love it—I have certainly read better and felt
more attached to the couple and their fates—but for a quick little standalone it was a decent read for the few
hours it took me to get through it. Since the sequels don’t deal with this couple again, I don’t believe I’ll be
checking them out. I will admit that all the high ratings had me expecting more from this book, so I am a
little overall let down by what I got compared to what all these reviews tried to raise this book up to being.
Still, if you’re interested in a fast little dip into a romantic-fantasy and quick-burn style relationships are
tolerable, you should give this a try. I got it on sale for 99 cents and at that price it’s not bad, but I wouldn’t
have been too happy about paying full price for this.
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Serena Akeroyd says

FOUR STARS

I always judge a book on how long it takes me to read. Regardless of size, the speed it takes me to read is a
huge indication on how much I enjoy it. I read The Source of Magic in a couple of hours, even though it's a
relatively long book!

I really enjoyed this story, in fact, I loved the whole parallel universe aspect of the tale. It's like a mixture of
SciFi and paranormal, which are two of my favourite genres. I loved the whole concept behind the world,
and the whole baddy who could drain people of this world's magic and use it for himself.

Jilian and Alvarr were cool characters, but I did feel that they fell in love a bit too quickly. I understand the
intensity of the situation, but for the speed...well, I felt like it needed to be a bit more intense. Asking a lot?
Maybe, lol.
Alvarr was a bit of a prat halfway through, which made me start to go off him, but he redeemed himself as
all good heroes do. :D
I did feel like the book ended too quickly, and the resolution felt a little too easy as well. Hence the four
stars. Maybe I'm being mean, because I did enjoy it, but I just felt like the ending was there all of a sudden.
That being said, I'd totally recommend this book and will look for more in the series! :)
Oh, and I totally love the new cover!! I'm a cover whore and this did the trick for me! :D Totally led me into
the book and the story didn't disappoint.

*I was given a free copy of this book in exchange for an honest review.*

Petra says

Really? ANOTHER fantasy romance where the heroine acts as a magical power source for the hero who's a
powerful mage. Of course, she not an actual mage she's just a power source for the mage who happens to be
male and her love interest - it's in the title, she's the source - oh foolish me!

I've noticed some disturbing consistencies within this genre. There's ALWAYS a very unequal power
dynamic between the hero and the heroine - at least a 100 year age difference, master/slave,
master/apprentice, the king and his subject kind of relashionship. The heroine is a healer, or a source of
magic for the hero or her magic is very mystical, uncontrollable - you know, feminine, duh.

Please, if you know a fantasy romance, or a fantasy novel with romantic elements that defies these
stereotypes recommend it to me. I'm at the point where I'm about to give up on the genre.

Linda says

An imaginative, fast-paced science fiction/fantasy romance!
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"It is said that years ago a skilled mage, perhaps the most gifted our world has known, chose the dark arts.
His outlook became twisted, and the things and people touching his life became twisted as well. He knew
that a mage and Source, linked by partnership, could wield much greater power than he could by himself. He
also knew that if he linked with a Source, he might not be able to fully control that partnership. He thought it
best, therefore, to eliminate any possible competition - by annihilating the Sources."

THE SOURCE OF MAGIC by Cate Rowan was a romantic fantasy that I enjoyed, but was not wowed by. It
was an interesting read, but I wanted to love it! If you follow my reviews, you know romantic fantasies are
one of my favorite genres.
I confess to not having read the first book before diving into this one. The blurb for this book states that it's a
stand-alone novel. However, perhaps if I'd read the series in order, I would have enjoyed this tale more.

This story featured a modern day woman, Jilian Stewart, who was abducted from earth without warning by
Prince Alvarr, a smokin' hot prince from another planet in a huge case of mistaken identity as the prince
thought he was seizing Sara, Jilian's mother. Sara was a known magical source which the Prince needed to
counteract a villain who was draining his kingdom of magic. By the time the Prince discovered that he'd
snatched the wrong woman, he didn't have the magic left to return Jilian and take Sara. It wouldn't have
mattered if he had, though, as Sara was deathly ill.

Prince Alvarr was a bit of a jerk, but he redeemed himself as the story progressed. To his credit, his subjects
adored him. I liked the heroine and could fully understand why she'd be so upset at having been captured
when her dying mother needed her. Jilian had no connection to the Prince's world and his arrogance and
demanding ways were not conducive to convincing her to help his planet.

There was an interesting cast of supporting characters. One of my favorites was Kalen, a talking jencel bird. I
hope we see more of Kalen in future books as he was an intriguing character.

This story has numerous twists including a jaw-dropping one near the end that took me completely by
surprise. I did savor this tale and never considered not finishing it. However, in my opinion, it lacked that
special oomph that would have made it great. It definitely had the potential to be truly exceptional. Perhaps
I'm being too harsh, as I've read and reviewed some awesome science fiction/fantasy romances lately. If you
enjoy imaginative, fast-paced science fiction/fantasy romances, you should put THE SOURCE OF MAGIC
on your to-read list.

My full review is posted at Reading Between The Wines Book Club. Please check it out
http://www.readingbetweenthewinesbook...

3 Wine Glasses!

Erth says

now i am hooked. This was such a great, easy and creative book. i was hooked after the first page.

The characters were easy to fall in love with and follow, along with the story. the author made the mental
visions so easy and vivid of the surroundings and the characters actions felt so real.

i would highly recommend this author and this book.
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Amanda says

This was definitely a fast moving book. The drama starts right off the first chapter. Jillian learns of her
heritage a way that no one wants to do so, in the heat of battle. Prince Alvarr has traveled to Jillian's world in
order to call in on an oath for the help of his people. Only the oath was between Alvarr's parents and Jillian's
mother. Jillian's mother had fled from Alaia the night she made the promise. She was a source of magic and
the mage's could pull more magic from them. Sources were being murdered and Sara realized that she was
the last living Source. She fled to protect her life. Alvarr thought he was fetching Sara, he didn't realize that
Sara would have aged and thought she was Jillian. They arrive back at Alvarr's palace in the middle of battle
and Jillian cannot open her power for him to use. She's injured along with several of Alvarr's mages and
upon her recovery is when Alvarr realizes his mix-up. He has very little power and cannot afford another
crossing to retrieve Sara. Jillian tells him that Sara is very ill. The healer advises that the disease Sara is
suffering from was from their land and there may be a remedy. Jillian is also a source, but untrained. Alvarr
agrees to help her search for the remedy if she will train as a source and help his people.


