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Dead Girls Can't Lie Carys Jones
Best friends tell each other the truth – don't they?

When North Stone's best friend Kelly Orton is found hanging lifeless in a tree, North knows for certain it
wasn't suicide. Kelly had everything to live for – a loving boyfriend, a happy life, and most importantly of
all, Kelly would never leave North all by herself.

The girls have been friends since childhood, devoted to each other, soul sisters, or at least that's what North
has always believed. But did Kelly feel the same way, or was she keeping secrets from her 'best friend' –
deadly secrets...

When the police refuse to take North's suspicions seriously, she sets out to investigate for herself. But her
search soon takes her to a glamorous world with a seedy underbelly, and before long North is out of her
depth and getting ever closer to danger. Determined to find the truth, she soon wishes that dead girls could
lie, because the truth is too painful to believe...
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From Reader Review Dead Girls Can't Lie for online ebook

Jen (Thismomreads) says

When I saw this title on Netgalley, I was immediately intrigued. A young woman refuses to believe her
friend has committed suicide and does whatever she can to find out how she really died. The concept behind
Dead Girls Can’t Lie is quite promising, however, there are elements of the novel that just didn’t work for
me.

North Stone’s best friend Kelly, has hung herself in a local park. It seems like an open and shut case of
suicide, however North refuses to believe it. After losing her parents and grandparents, Kelly is the only
constant in North’s life and North knows without a doubt that Kelly would never leave her. When the police
refuse to investigate North’s claim, she sets out on her own to uncover the truth surrounding Kelly’s death.
As she descends further into the glamorous world of the European elite, she uncovers truths that rock her to
her core. What secrets did Kelly have? And why did she feel like she couldn’t tell North the truth?

The plot of this novel is well constructed. The narrative moves from flashbacks of North and Kelly’s
childhood to the present, as North conducts her investigation. Jones’ writing flows smoothly and the
transitions between time periods are clear for the reader. The flashbacks definitely help to set up the context
surrounding North and Kelly’s relationship.

Despite the context in the flashbacks, I didn’t feel any real connection to either of the girls. In the flashbacks,
it seems as though Kelly took advantage of North, and used her to get out of trouble on more than one
occasion. She doesn’t seem to be the great friend North says she is. North is emotionally reliant on Kelly and
seems to latch on to her to overcome her own personal issues.

I know this novel is marketed as a mystery/thriller, however, I found the thrills to be lacking. The outcome of
the plot is quite evident from the beginning of the novel and there are few other twists and turns to be had
along the way. I found that I kept waiting for some big surprise to happen and it just never materialized in
this one.

Big thanks to the publisher via Netgalley for an ARC of this novel. It was my pleasure to provide a review!

Paula Phillips says

North's best friend has been found hanging in the woods. Suicide is the supposed ruling of death. The thing
though is that North doesn't believe that for one minute as her best friend Kelly would never do that, just end
her life. It seems like someone else believes her too as she has been receiving text messages telling her that
Kelly didn't kill herself. Who is sending her the messages and why won't the police believe her? I kept
thinking during the book that the characters were in their late teens to twenties as they came across quite
young but had to remind myself that they were both in their 30's. North came across a lot younger than Kelly
but seemed like they were around the same age in parts of the book. During the book, North decides to do
some sleuthing and investigating on her own as if the police aren't going to find out what happened to Kelly;
then it is up to her. Along the way, we learn that North suffers insomnia and displays some signs of
craziness. Also, North works at the conservatory and has a start of a love interest which she takes to Monaco
to help solve the murder. I have to admit when the truth about what happened to Kelly was discovered, I
figured half of it but the real identity of the killer surprised me and the ending twist. If you are looking for a
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New Adult edgy murder mystery, then Dead Girls Can't Lie by Carys Jones is the read for you.

Carrie says

North Stone and Kelly Orton had been best friends since they were very very young and had always
considered themselves to be soul sisters. When North gets the news that Kelly was found hanging from a tree
on a jogging path from an apparent suicide North knows that there is no way Kelly killed herself. Kelly was
a fun a vibrant person whom everyone loved with a great boyfriend and no way she'd leave her best friend
behind without a word.

The police are not listening to North's pleas to investigate further into Kelly's death with all clues pointing to
the suicide so North decides to take matters into her own hands and investigate Kelly's death. With what
little information the police have given about Kelly's death and a few leads into her past few months North
sets out to prove her theory and ends up putting herself directly in the path of danger in her search for the
truth.

Dead Girls Can't Lie by Carys Jones is one of those books that after I was finished I was truly disappointed
that I didn't care for it as much as I had thought I was going to when picking it up. Shortly after starting this
mystery/thriller read though two distinct things happened that brought the entire book down for me from
then on out.

First, I was never convinced of this amazing friendship between North and Kelly. The book takes the reader
back and forth with flashes from the girls past and North's investigation in current time and truth be told the
more I read I just disliked North and wondered about the friendship overall. Parts of it had me thinking North
seemed just rather kind of creepy or in the very least needing a bit of help to deal with her own issues instead
of focusing on Kelly.

Then the other thing that had me a bit disconnected during the read was it seemed shockingly obvious what
the outcome would be at the end and then unfortunately I was right. I wanted to scream where's the twists,
where are the turns? Perhaps with a shocking ending I would have at least felt happy to have continued on
but unfortunately that wasn't the case. I'm chalking this one up as to the it just wasn't for me as there are
others enjoying it but I couldn't say the same unfortunately.

I received an advance copy from the publisher via NetGalley.

For more reviews please visit https://carriesbookreviews.wordpress....

Anita says

This novel is described as a thriller, but it's more of an exploration into the mind of a girl whose past has
skewed her sense of truth. Not so much a whodunnit as a howdunnit - how does North distinguish her fertile
imagination from reality and prove what she has always been convinced is true. More difficult, is can she
expose the culprit to everyone's satisfaction when all those around her - but one - believes she is wrong and
her mind is twisted by grief?

In this well written novel the author made me feel North's frustration, and enjoyed the flashbacks of her
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friendship with Kelly which illustrated their mutual dependence, or was it North's need for Kelly which
made their bond so strong?

Mandy White says

this is a great book. when Norths best friend Kelly is found dead hanging from a tree she knows that she
didnt kill herself. nobody believes her so she sets out to find out what really happened.. at any cost. thank
you to Netgalley, the publishers and author for the chance to read and review this book

Ashley says

I received an ARC of this book in exchange for an honest review. Whilst I felt that the writing could have
been more engaging and convincing, this was an OK read with a fairly good plot. The consistent gloomy
atmosphere was perfect for the book. Loved all the flashbacks and thought the star symbolism was a strong
one. The writing style as I highlighted was the bit that didn't work for me and personally I thought this would
have been a better psychological thriller if it had more depth. Overall, it was quite good.

Breakaway Reviewers says

Suicide or murder?

Carys Jones tells the tale of best friends, North Stone and Kelly Orton who have been best friends since the
age of two. Therefore why was Kelly found hanging from a tree on a well-known jogging route? Why would
she leave North all alone in the world?

As you can imagine the police treat the incident as a simple suicide but was it suicide or murder? Therefore
North decides to investigate and goes on her own personal quest to discover the truth at whatever the cost.

The storyline fluctuates between the past and presents so we learn that both North and Kelly have had to deal
with extreme hardships in their family backgrounds. I think that this could be why they may have developed
such a close friendship. Well...at least North, in particular, relied upon Kelly. Their personalities were rather
like chalk and cheese.

I felt that 'Dead Girls Can't Lie' would certainly appeal to me as I love psychological thrillers. However, I felt
that there could have been more depth and layers in the plot. Nonetheless, it was an easy read and would
make a great holiday read.

By Galadriel.

Breakaway Reviewers received a copy of this book to review.
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Kirsty &#x1f4da;&#x1f4d6;❤? says

Another book, another really good thriller about friendship. How well do we really know about our friends?
North Stone believes she knows everything about her best friend Kelly so when she is found hanged by a tree
on a popular jogging route she refuses to believe her friend had taken her own life. The despite all the
evidence pointing to suicide.

It becomes quite obvious who the killer probably is quite early on however the trick with this book is how
North can get to the truth and then prove the truth. That's where the bulk of the story is. North, however is no
stranger to tragedy as her parent disappeared at sea when she was young. The book effortlessly weave the
past with the present with snippets of events in the friends lives that tie in with that part of the current
happenings.

It's quite taut, taking place over a short period of time. It doesn't drag a bit. The secondary characters are
there for support but don't really have a lot to do or say beyond offering support/calling her mad. This is a
story of friendship and the 2 women and only finding the truth matters.

I enjoyed it, it's a great beach read for us crime/mystery fans. A big thumbs up

Free arc from netgalley

Lee says

How close are best friends? Are they as close as they would like to think they are? We are told that North
and Kelly have been best friends since they were two years old, so their friendship goes back a long, long
way. Now in their 30's they are torn apart when Kelly is found dead hanging from a tree, a supposed suicide.
But there is no way that North will except that Kelly committed suicide, she does not believe that Kelly
would ever take her own life and hounds the police to look into her death from a different perspective. The
police are sure this is a suicide and continue to treat it as such.
I do not like giving low ratings but I did not enjoy this book. I felt nothing for any of the characters and
found North to be obsessive to the point where she just became very irritating. Her obsession with Kelly was
way to over the top to be believable and it all seemed too contrived. From 20% in I was sure I knew where
the story was going and my assessment was correct. It was all very predictable and unrealistic and I really
only finished the book as I was hoping that I would be wrong and that some great twist would occur, sadly
this was not the case.
Thank you to Netgalley, the author and publisher for the chance to read this book in exchange for an honest
review.

Roxanne says

Thank you to Aria and Netgalley for a copy of the eARC in exchange for a fair review.

North has just found out her best friend Kelly has been found on a jogging trail hanging from a tree and the
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police believe that it was a suicide but North knows that isn't true. Kelly used to tell her that if she was ever
found hanging from a tree on a jogging trail by a dog walker that it was murder, not suicide.

North has had trouble in the past so most people believe that she has gone over the edge with her
determination to prove that Kelly didn't kill herself, but she knows that Kelly would fight for the truth if it
was her, and so she sets out to find the truth.

North learns that Kelly was pregnant and it wasn't her boyfriend Dean's baby, everyone else uses that as the
excuse to justify the suicide. However, that just cements North's convictions and she begins to dig deeper
knowing that the yacht is the key to what happened to her she makes plans to go visit the yacht and find the
truth.

Soon it seems that she in over her head, lucking Elijah from work has been keeping her company and helping
her uncover the truth. But the crew is afraid, and the only person it willing to talk to her and she is told that it
isn't uncommon for girls to leave the yacht early and just disappear.

I am torn in my feelings for this book, the mystery was a bit pat, but I loved the characters and I loved
North's determination to do right by her friend no matter the cost. I couldn't stop reading the book at all I
finished it in one sitting.

I will say initially I was wondering if the twist would be something different, I know vague but I hate
spoilers and I realized if I typed out what I was going to say that I would steal that wondering from you and I
just can't do that! Ha sorry, I am bad...

Eva says

When North’s best friend Kelly is found hanging from a tree on a well-known jogging route, the police are
quick to rule the incident a suicide. But North doesn’t believe her friend took her own life. Kelly had no
business being on that route as she didn’t jog, she had everything to live for and most importantly North is
convinced her friend would never leave her alone. Best friends since the age of two, they did everything
together but how well did North know Kelly? And is lack of sleep making her paranoid?

North hasn’t had an easy life. She lost her parents quite early on and Kelly has always been a constant in her
life. The two girls are very different. Kelly is adventurous and up for anything, wanting to live life to the
fullest. North is a planner and takes her courage from Kelly, who regularly drags her out of her comfort zone.
So when Kelly is found dead, North feels incredibly lost.

There’s a solid plot as North not only tries to figure out what truly happened to Kelly but also finds strength
within herself to stand on her own two feet. Through flashbacks, we get a great insight into this wonderful
friendship which really brings home why North’s loss cuts so deep. Overall, I feel this needed a bit more
depth and a lot more tension to really hit the mark as a psychological thriller but Dead Girls Can’t Lie was an
enjoyable read that held my interest until the end.
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Linda Strong says

3.5 Stars

Kelly Orton is found hanging from a large tree in the woods surrounding their small town. But this isn't a
murder mystery ... or is it?

Kelly's best friend, North Stone, is adamant that there is no way Kelly would take her own life. Kelly and
North had been best friends since they were young children. North's parents had taken a trip and never
returned. Her grandparents, who raised her, have also passed. Kelly knew how much North felt abandoned ...
would Kelly really have left North without saying anything?

Police refuse to believe this is anything other than a suicide, so North takes it upon herself to investigate.
And what North finds is that maybe she didn't know Kelly as well as she thought. Kelly was keeping
secrets....

*Determined to find the truth, she soon wishes that dead girls could lie, because the truth is too painful to
believe... *

The book bounces back and forth from today to when the girls were growing up. They say opposites attract
and they certainly did here. Kelly is the risk taker, always pushing North into doing things outside her
comfort zone. There's no doubt the girls loved each other, but was there a touch of obsession there as well?

Even now, as North looks for something, anything that could have happened, her first thought is always ...
what would Kelly have done? Throw in severe insomnia, night terrors, and hallucinations, North is a basket
case. Why can't North grieve and try to get past Kelly's death?

This is a character driven book filled with every emotion one can imagine.

Many thanks to the author / Aria / Netgalley for the digital copy of this psychological thriller. Opinions
expressed here are unbiased and entirely my own.

Emma Mitchell says

Jones has once again brought us a wonderfully written thriller.
When North Stone's best friend, Kelly, is found hanged in the local woods, North is adamant that she was
murdered, unfortunately, she's the only one who feels this way.
North has a history of heartache following the disappearance of her parents at sea when she was younger so
when she tries to voice her opinion that there has been foul play, no one thinks much of it and stick with the
A tightly paced novel that takes place over a short period of time in the present, but delicately takes us back
to the building of the relationship between North and Kelly through a series of flashbacks.
For me, this book was about the friendships that define us. They can be all consuming as we grow up and the
lasting effects of these relationships are so deeply felt that you can never really get over them if they end for
any reason.
North and Kelly had known each other forever, they were true soul mates, closer than some sisters, or so
North thought.
I absolutely love it when an author lets us know the culprit fairly early on, it makes for such an intriguing
read as to whether they will be brought to justice and Jones pulls this off really well. As North starts to tries
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to prove that she isn't just a heartbroken, sleep deprived crazy lady, the tension starts to mount and the
flashbacks show that perhaps all isn't as it seemed at the start.
North made me quite emotional, she is quite a deep character with such a lot going on and with no support, I
had a few moments with a lump in my throat.
Kelly was a little harder to like, but perhaps that's because I liked North so much and Kelly seemed to take
advantage of her as they were growing up.
All in all, Dead Girls Can't Lie is a taut and emotional thriller that will keep you hooked and turning the
pages.

Manon says

*2.5 Stars*

I was provided an ARC via NetGalley in exchange for an honest review

North, 32, just lost her best friend, Kelly. Everyone keeps telling her it was a suicide but she cannot believe
that and want to get to the bottom of it, at all cost.

From the synopsis alone, I thought I would love it. I was greatly disappointed. The writing style was simple
and easy to follow. My problem was the characters, which were very very very annoying.
North was supposed to be smart, I found her aggravating in so many ways, especially when she kept talking
about Kelly as if she was a perfect, flawless snowflake, the queen of the universe who everybody loved. She
says it constantly and it drove me mad.
See, the story includes North’s flashbacks where she thinks back to her life with Kelly. I hated Kelly. I
wanted to slap the shit out of her. She was selfish, pushy, judgemental and so much more.
The flashbacks were also super boring, but honestly, I found the entire story to be pretty boring. I had a LOT
of trouble concentrating...
All in all, it wasn’t for me, but I’m betting many people would really like it.

Lisa Doherty (Rambling Lisa's Book Reviews) says

Review originally posted on Rambling Lisa's Book Reviews

I was very excited to be asked to take part in this blog tour given I have read Carys’ last book, Last Witness.

How far would you go for someone you love? Would you risk your life to prove that there was something
more to their death than people want to believe? If you answered ‘Yes!’ to this question then you and North
have something in common. When her best friend committed suicide North was sure that this was not the
case, nothing made sense about the situation.

North keeps going when everyone seems to be against her, except for a workmate. She needs to prove to the
police and Kelly’s partner that this is not cut and dry. She ends up questioning their relationship, being
threatened and doing things that she would never have normally done all because she loves her friend and
wants her avenged.

If you have read anything by Carys Jones before then you know that she has a knack of drawing you into the
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story and has you hanging on every word. If you haven’t read anything by her then, why not?! Sort this out
now and start here with Dead Girls Can’t Lie.


