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"Nothing could be done. The thing was universal and beyond our human knowledge or control.
It was death for young and old, for weak and strong, for rich and poor, without hope or
possibility of escape."

Must Professor George Challenger and friends, barricaded in aroom, see Earth die? As globe passes through
abelt of poisonous ether, terror sweeps mankind; cities riot; communications cease. Novella.
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Rhys says

| was pleased to have read the first 'Professor Challenger' adventure last month, so it was inevitable that |
would seek out al the sequels. Thisisthe second in the loose series and it is completely different in
substance from the first book; and yet it is also somehow amirror image.

In The Lost World the band of adventurers discover a remote plateau where the indigenous fauna escaped the
extinction that wiped out the dinosaurs; in The Poison Belt the same adventurers became the sole inhabitants
of aplateau of their own, namely theinside of an hermetically sealed room in a country house, where they
avoid the seeming extinction of al life on Earth.

Doyle'swriting styleis clear and intelligent and very difficult to dislike for any reason. It is easy to see why
he was such a popular author in his own time and why his reputation has persisted into the modern age.

Dan says

Professor Challenger and the gang from The Lost World return for another adventure, although this oneis
rather different. Challenger holds a reunion for members of the expedition to The Lost World which just so
happens to coincide with the apparent end of the world. The Earth is passing through a belt of poison gas and
the entire world will be suffocated.

This couldn't be amore different story to The Lost World.It's far more sedate with the group huddled in
Challenger's house, extending their life with alimited oxygen supply. | have aways liked the end of the
world scenario because it creates great fiction and this was one of the earliest examples.

Aswell asagreat concept, Conan Doyle has some great character stuff here. There's continued conflict
between Challenger and Summerlee and Challenger continues to be the ridiculous but brilliant man heis.
Interestingly heis actually far more human here and we see a different side to him due to the scenario and
the presence of hiswife.

A very different book to The Lost World but one that is equally as enjoyable.
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Mar uf Hossain says

Liked it. | liked author's style. | aso liked the character Professor Challenger, though heis arrogant. In fact,
his arrogance is the reason of my liking. Also liked the story.

Doreen says

itis certainly an eye-opener for me when i discovered that sir arthur conan doyle wrote sci-fi stories. the
professor challenger series has been interesting to me thus far. don't expect any technological mumbo-jumbo
considering when this story was written.

Zakaria Mehrab says

Good for light reading.
As| read atrandation, some part seemed off to me. Like the reincarnation part was so sudden and even
weirder was Challenger's reaction to that. Personally | never like it when a character is portrayed as an

almighty omnipotent being.

The humors in the beginning were outstanding.

Sotiris Karagiannis says

H AnAntnpi2dn¢ Zvn eval 20 vouB?Aa ETIGTNHOVIK?C @avTtao?a¢ Tou ?pBoup Kvav NT2A,
CLWYPA P2 TNC TIOAVWOTNG OEIP?C LUOTNP?0L Z7PA0K XOAUC. MPWTOYWVICT?C aUT?C NG OEIP?C
HLBLOTOPNU?TLV €V AL 0 KABNYNT?C TOPAEVTLEP, VAC UTEP?TING EEPPAAC OTAAEYKIAC HE XPLO?
Kapdl?Kal n Top?a Tou. H VOuB?Aa aut? eval n 0e?teEpn TN OELP?C, EV? N TP?TN AYVETAL XAUNVOG
K?opog (Lost World) kat ?xel va KWEL PE... pavTPTe! detvooa?poug atov Apalvio! (KA?gtn
chrichton!!!)

To T?A0¢ TOU K700 TANGCL2(El KAl ?pXETAL OT? TOV 0107p0. Va HOALOUV0 CVVEPOD (?) TVEL O1y?
Oly? aTn YN Kol KOLU?ZEl PAEC TIC QUAC, EEKIVATAC ATE? TNV KA Kot TNV A@piK?. O Tpo@?00pa¢
To?AevT{ep KAAE? TOLC TPELCG PPAOULC TOU KOl GLVOBOITI?POVC OE PAEC TIG TEPITI?TEIEC GTO OTI?TI TOU,
VIO Va YV0UV L?2PTUPEC AUTO? TOU @A IVOUV0oU. Ot dp?uol Ye?2ouv TIT2UATA, Ol TPKAY 2
KOTOOTP?QOUV OAPKANPEC TCPAEIG KAL TO TNO?0 WVOLV OKUB?2pvNTA. 2UWC 0 TOPAEVTLEP ?XEL VAV
7?00 OTO OV?KI TOU KOI O OKOTE?El VO TIPAT?0€El T?00 €7KOAN TA 2MAQ...

Agv 2P TI VA TEPILAVW AT? auT? TO BIBA?0. MOU ?pe0E TO €§2QUAAO KA 1 LTI?OECT HOL KVNOE
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TO €vOIO@?POV KOl 710l TO TI7pd. Mg AA0 A a 2Tav ATT? TIG TI 0 TUXA?EC ETIAOY?C BIA WY TIOL ?XW
Kel TIOT?. TEAIK? XpEL?(eTAl TIO? KA TIO? K?Tl T?r010!

O NT2A yp?2@el p?0 vou3?Aa pe B2ua tnv AToK?Audn, Kat ev? o kKaBvag (Mal? pe epva) Ba
TI?0TEVE 211 N KEVIPIK? 1320 €V AL N €T1R200N KAL N ETTUEVN U?pd, ap?LEl TOAUOBPVA, TTVEL TO
TOAY?KI TOU, KOl YEA?El Ol ? HOC. AVTIO?TWC YP2PEL K?TI TIOL B0 UTIOPO?0€E VO 0oL 2LEL UE BEATPIK?,
?XOVTOC K?P10 220vVa TOUG JLAAYOLC LETAE? ETIOTNU Y?PW ATI? TO AVATI?PELKTO BvaTo, TNV
2Mmapén Kol TOV UAIOU? EVATIO OTOV IOEAAIGU?. TO UPNA? LOP@PWTIK? ETI?TEDO TV XAPAKT 20wV Kl
N ?T\ETN EIPWVED TOLG G€ K?0E TP?TOCN, KWVEL TN ANANTNPI?20N (VN TOA? AGTE?A KOl oLV U

O PKET? TEP?TIAOKI.

O Ta?Aevtlep €A1 LTI?POXOC. VA TPEA? HUOA? KAEIOPUNVO O U0 THB7KOU KOl TP?0WTTO LwpO?,
TG AVO@?PEL 0 dNOCIOYP2POC TIOL KATOYP?PEL PA0 TA YEYOV?TA OTO OTL?TI TOU KABNynt?. Eval
KUVIK?C, EPIOTIK?C, GAV@IPAVOC OAA? TROTIVTWY AYATI?El TOUG ?A0UC TOU, TN YUVO 2Kd TOU Kdl 700
KOl va 1o KPp?BEL, 7A0 TOV K?200. Ta UTIZAOITIX TIP?0WTI 2X0UV VIO @?POV TOTIOBET?0EIC O€ Ol 2APopa
B7uata, aAA? 2rwg KOl Vo TO KVOUUE, 0 To?PAevtlep KA?Bel Tnv Tp?0taon.

K?roleg oknv?¢ 6a o @avo apKET? AOLPE?A, PANEC XIALOEITIUVEC(UNV EEXV?TE 2TI YP2PTNKE TO
1913) ka1 YevIK? O Ba oo TPAPR?EEL TO EVOIOP?POV EN WP2XVETE K?TI UE YPYOPN TIAOK? KOl
ZOMTIIA. Ze kap?0 TEP?ITwan 0 Baoc?etal og oknvik? walking dead. AK?ua Kal ta 872uata
TI2PTOVV XOUOYEAQOT?, d?X WG VO UTIDE?POUV, OOV VA ?X0UV TI?0€l 0 A?0apyo. 2001 avTIO?TwC,
B7AeTE VO avAlNT?0ETE L20 TUO PAOCOPK? TPOT AN 0N L20¢ ATIOKAAUTITIK ?C 1OTOP?0 G UE APKET?C
O07?0€1C O ?POL XI0U0P KOl EVOIAY?POVTEC XOPAKT?PEC, TOAU?OTE TO. H ypa@? TOL €Al OPKET?
OUUTIOY?C, UE TIDAA PG EIKVEC KO AEEIC KO 200 VA 0OC KOVP?0El. YTI?PEE L0 OTIYU? TIOU
OK?QPTNKO VO TO 0@?20W VIAT? 0 TP?TIOC YPAP?C LOL QANKE APKET? TEP?TAOKOC VI Va BIBA?0
"APAUATOC", AAA? TOL DWOA 20 EVKAIP?U KAl OTO T?A0C TO ELXAPIOT?ONKA. Eval pev
EETEPACUNVO 0O VOUB?AA, AAA? 1 JIOQOPETIK? TPOT AW ON TOL B2UATOC, TOL OVEI AVT?TO K?TI VId
va EEXWPOEL.

Taufig Ahmed says

DI XINN, VXIIXN2 VX707 V79N 007 V79N VN VN VIN XN 007700700972 7077, 007007007, 777777

Stephen says

Oh, Sir Arthur...you sage, you luminary, you genius!! What a memorable, momentous achievement, my
good chap! Simply stupendous!! It'sjust
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A singularly superb accomplishment!!

Oh, forgive my loquaciousness, | don't mean to prattle on so (you certainly never would), but | just find it
so spirited and impressive.

Hmm...pardon? To what am | referring...oh, excuse me. Let me explain.

First, you create one of the most iconic literary charactersin al of history and easily the most celebrated
detective of al time...namely Batman Sherlock Holmes. Y ou then create dozens of stories featuring The
World's Greatest Detective that enjoy such incredible popularity that the masses salivates at the mere hint a
new story is going to be released.

So what do you, the great Sir Arthur, do?

Y ou use that enormous popularity as a spring board to finally publish that novel that’ s been kicking around
in your brain for years. Y ou know the one called The Lost World starring that other intrepid genius, Professor
Challenger. The character you created after that petulant scoundrel H.G. Wells called you a*one hit
wonder” and wagered that you couldn’t produce another sustainable literary character to save your life.

WEéll, you certainly showed that smack-talking assclown, did you not?

Hell, you already had a built-in audience for the novel, especially since the publisher duplicitously cleverly
decided to downplay the fact that Sherlock Holmes was not the star of the novel. And o and behold, the
book turned out to be fairly popular and the people genuinely seemed to like Professor Challenger, seeing
him as kind of arugged, abrasive mirror to the Great Detective.

Of course, The Lost World was certainly not as popular (or as profitable) as Sherlock Holmes. So being the
astute businessman that you are, you naturally decided to focus the brunt of your creative energy into
producing the next Holmes masterpiece. HOWEVER, that certainly didn't mean, in the interim, that the
money had to stop rolling in now did it. Of course not.

You're Sir Arthur Conan Doyle for crying out loud! Y ou could wipe your ass and put your name on it and it
would be a bestseller.

What to do, what to do....WAIT, you said...how about a sequel to The Lost World? Of course, no sequel was
ever intended and you didn't have the foggiest whiff of aclue of an ideawhat the plot for such a story would
be. BAH!! Details, merely details. A lesser person might have given up, but not you sir.

YOU are Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.

So you let your mind go blank and clamped onto the first thought that popped into your noggin. Suddenly, it
hit you. What was it that the homeless opium addict was ranting about the other night when he passed you
on the street? Y ou think back...right before you pushed him down into the gutter and beat him with your cane
for asking you for some change. It was something about the air being poisoned and Judgment Day and the
world' s pending destruction.....and you think PERFECT!! All | have to do is play with that and throw
Professor Challenger into the mix and it practically writes itself.

Or course, alesser writer might have delayed putting ink to paper until they had researched the science
thoroughly in order to make the plot as accurate as possible. | can see you now Sir Arthur, staring at such a
cad with along, perplexed look before finally shaking your head in bewilderment at the naivete of some
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people. Without further delay, you sit down, begin to write.....AND THE POISON BELT IS BORN!!!!

Okay, while the above was just me being playful, it was inspired by the kind of thoughts that kept occurring
to mewhile | was reading this. Don't get me wrong, the story is not BAD and | have no complaints about
Doyle's prose as he was a good writer. | just didn’t find the plot or the characters (except for Professor
Challenger) very interesting or compelling. He just seemed to have phoned thisonein.

The story basically involves a poisonous belt of “aether” (the substance that a century ago was believed to
have occupied al of space and acted as a physical medium for other substances) passing over the Earth from
space and apparently killing everyone except for Professor Challenger and his three cohorts from The Lost
World who are protected as aresult of Challenger’s foresight and preparations. The four people are stuck
inside aroom while the event occurs and eventually come out into the world to see the effects of the tragedy.
THAT...IS..BASICALLY...IT!!!

Overal, | just wasn’t that interested in the story and so giveit a passing great for quality of prose and an
interesting main character but can’'t go so far asto say | likeiit. It was just okay. 2.0 to 2.5 stars.

Adrian says

As short stories go, it was quite good, but despite it being well written, | felt the story didn't really go
anywhere. | think once you read it you will realise why it couldn't really go anywhere in short story format.
Having said all that | still enjoyed it, especially meeting up with Challenger again.

Spirou says

A&V E?000 TI?200 CTEPKIN TOU 0ELOLV. ALV TO TEAE?WOU. ZEKIVZEL KOA? KO UE APKET? X102UOP.
Enal lkp?Kal Ba YTmopo?00 va TO TEAEI?20W, AAA? UTIOOY 70NKO OTOV EQUT? UOL VA KNV T1 20Ol
va dlaB?w BIBA?0 TOL O€ YE "KPATVE" KOl TO CUYKEKPIUVO ?tav 0K, OAA? TIPOC TO TPV TO APV W
oTnNV 7Kpn. 200G 6TO WPAAOV VA TO CUVEX?0W...

Evgeny says

The story itself isless than 100 pages, so the plot description and the review itself will be short.

Professor Challenger discovered that the Earth will pass through the belt of poisonous ether (whatever that
is).

Being a genius he was the only person who realized this and made some preparations. And thus the same
four people who traveled to the Lost World plus the professor's wife got to see the end of the world while

getting ready for their turn to die.

Despite my gloomy plot above the first third of the story is quite humorous and this saved the book from 2-
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star rating. Before killing people the poison made them behave very strangely (or amusingly depending on
how you see it). We are talking strange behavior from the point of view of peopleliving in Victorian Britain.
One act of Challenger and his reasoning for it made me laugh out loud.

People began dying off and the book became very boring with the survivors brooding for the lack of
anything meaningful to do. Thiswent on for the major part of the story with the very end of it being
philosophical musings about the insignificance of the humanity in the overall picture of the Universe - not a
big improvement over the brooding, but the latter overstayed its welcome, so the former still was better (and
shorter).

The end.
So there are two things that decided the rating:
1. | aready mentioned the humorous part; Professor Challenger saved the day as usual.

2. | also mentioned the length: the book is short and you can get past the boring part on pure momentum you
gather initially; see above.

I will read the next book just for completeness sake, but | strongly suspect it will be DNF.

fenrir says

Non particolarmente coinvolgente, e decisamente non al'altezza di Conan Doyle.

Il professor Challenger € irritante a dir poco, lasuateoriasi basa sul niente (come giustamente in molti gli
fanno notare) ed infatti Conan Doyle non riesce mai adarci spiegazioni logiche sul perché una cosa come la
nube avvelenata sia potuta succedere lasciandoci effettivamente con un grosso punto di domanda sulla testa.
Come ¢ arrivata questa nube? come ha fatto Challenger a capirlo ed a capire anche come contrastarla? perché
poi sono tutti (quasi tutti, non quelli dei treni che si sono scontrati chiaramente) magicamente risorti? Una
storiadel genere ha senso solo se viene spiegato tutto o quasi, cosi non funziona.

Christopher says

It's hard not to be intrigued by a book about the apocalypse written by Arthur Conan Doyle. Thisisthe
second adventure featuring the genius and arrogant Professor Challenger (the first being the funventurous
tale of dinosaurs in the Amazonian rain forest, The Lost World.) Neither of the Challenger novels have held
up well in the scientific sense, but The Lost World was ridiculous in the best possible way, emitting ajoy of
discovery and the unknown. The Poison Belt, however, failsin everything it tries to accomplish.

The premiseisthat the earth is passing through a " poison belt" of aether and slowly but surely poisoning
every breathing thing. It first affects the "less developed races" in South America and Africaand makesit's
way to North America and then to Europe (yep, this story is super racist.) Challenger isthe only person who
isableto detect it, of course, and takes the precaution of sealing a drawing room completely and filling it
with oxygen from several metal canisters, hoping to live a few more hours than the rest of the world.

It sounds like avery bleak idea, yeah? But it never comes across that way. Just as the wife of a murdered
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man can talk rationally and calmly to Sherlock Holmes, so the charactersin this story never really break a
swesat over theimminent demise of all of life. Thereis no emotional resonance in this story at all. (After al, |
suppose, that's not why we read Doyle, though, isit?)

So Doylefails at science, he feels at emotion, and he aso fails at spectacle. He could at least show the reader
some frightening or compelling images of the end of the world. Instead, our characters are locked up in a
room for most of the apocalypse. When they do finally go outside to see the carnage, pretty much all they see
are some golfers who collapsed as they were playing golf.

And the final problem: there's no suspense. From the introduction, it's obvious that it's not truly the
apocalypse. The reader knows that everyone survives, so there are no stakes.

Ugh.

Just ugh.

Huda Aweys says

R VIVVINR VIR IR IIXIN VN VTNV N VIR IR VIR NN 7P
PRV VININ?INNRIN V7R

PRVVVN2 . NRVINPVIINR VN VN VXTI VIR IR IINR IR 00NN 70N 000777

VXNV TIIN VN VIR VIR 00070 20T IR NN V7N IR N 000N 00070 07070707
PININR NPV NPT N 00770 IR NV V0N (N VIIR V070N 00N 007N 777N 7N 070077

PO D277 D777 7770 70 277777 2770 27 0070070777 777777770 P27 07777, 7777 -

PNIINR NV . RV VIR VNIV V00N 00N - IR VR VIR 77700070 -7
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