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Bailey Wrenn is a small town girl with a big back story. Her mother left when she was young, leaving her in
the care of an out of touch alcoholic father that barely noticed her existence. After trudging through life with
no clear direction, she begins to wonder if she needs to leave this scarred memory of a town behind and
finally move on. When Bailey hears from her friend Julie that life in Chicago is great and she should come
out sometime, she takes that open invitation, and comes to visit her old friend with no idea of when she’s
going to leave.

One night, after Julie drags her from the apartment to see a local fight, she sees Kyle, a mysterious MMA
fighter with a winning streak and an elusive personality. He doesn’t talk to anybody after his fights, and
disappears faster than Bailey can blink. One day during a chance encounter filling out job applications,
Bailey runs into Kyle at his work, and the electricity between them is bright enough to light up the city.

It’s only when they begin to get close, though, that things are turned upside down. An old boyfriend and a
brutal and devastating past makes Bailey believe she can’t be close to another man ever again, even if he
seems perfect. She feels alone. She’s broken.

HEA and no cliffhanger! This is a standalone novel.
*This book is recommended for readers 17 and up for violence, language, and some adult situations.*
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Zili says

First up I have to say how much I like the cover, and the blurb sells the story well. I had seen a lot of reviews
criticising Broken but I like to form my own opinion and try my hardest not to let other reviews sway my
view of a book. However, like so many other reviewers out there I'm going to class Broken as being a book
full of potential.

The story focuses on nineteen year old Bailey as she struggles to build a life for herself. Bailey has a lot of
issues and problems but the uber patient fighter Kyle is there to help her. Bailey isn't instantly likeable and I
found it difficult to form a connection to her. I think one of the reasons for this was because she had so many
problems that they seemed a bit glossed over and not developed. I didn't feel as sympathetic towards Bailey
as I had expected to but I did want her to resolve her issues and find her HEA!

I liked Kyle and felt he was extremely patient with Bailey in terms of both the everyday and physical aspects
of their relationship. She was often distant and immature, where he seemed to be supportive and caring. She's
disconnected from people and society in general. I do think a lot of this was down to her troubled upbringing
and isolated childhood.

The sex is kept to a minimal up until near the end (there is some detail here so younger readers you've been
warned). The dialogue is a little awkward at times, but I appreciated what M.L. Young was trying to do. I
have to admit I was expecting more of a Travis/Remy, alpha-like MMA fighter. However, sometimes it's
good to be taken away from the norm and this toned down version of an MMA fighter was more fitting to
Bailey and her story, which was sweet.

3 Stars in my Sky!

I received a copy from the author in exchange for an honest review!

Also reviewed on my blog Zili in the Sky

sue says

I have to agree with the previous reviewers.

I've bumped it from 2 stars to 3 because it has great potential to be an excellent story with some help from an
editor. Even talking to another author who can give some imput of some kind.

It had a great all round feel to it, but many a times it fell flat on its face. Because I read many books [as most
reviewer/readers do] we often times come across similar things in the same genre and I have to say, I've read
stories like this before. Just a little spice, something challenging in between the pages and it could be a wrap.

I give honest feed back, my own thoughts and I wish no harm to the author. This is just my humble opinion
and take on it. I struggled a lot with this book. But I did read it until the end, so that proves to me, there is a
lot there than can be altered to keep full attention of a reader.
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Catherine says

I can't actually be bothered to go into detail about how terrible this novel is. The writing was bad, the
characterisation was bad, the story itself was cliched and overdone and I didn't think the author handled the
subject very well. It was basically a compilation of everything that is wrong with NA novels.

Instead, I'm just going to give you a couple of quotes from the novel, to show you just how bad it was, so
you know I'm not exaggerating.

So here we go (I'm going to put it as a spoiler because you don't really want to read it:

(view spoiler)

There were also a couple of typos and it really is a miracle I managed to finish this novel. It was kind of like
watching a car crash. I was disappointed, too, because the synopsis sounded good. Too bad this novel just
didn't live up to it, at all.

Erika says

1.5 Stars.

Broken, was just that. Broken. The dialogue was stilted and came off very juvenile at times. This just created
so many problems with the book. The main characters had no chemistry. The dramatic aspects of the book
lacked any kind of actual suspense. I think the worst part of this was that the storyline of the trauma that
Bailey faced prior to moving to Chicago was handled terribly and very unrealistically. At least a year of
trying to ignore and repress a supposed major sexual trauma and she goes to one short counseling session
and she is okay? I get that this was a short book and the storyline was moving along in hyperdrive. Seriously,
even Han Solo would have been impressed with the speed at which this book progressed. Anyway, she does
continue with therapy, but it really bothered me how she had been struggling for that long and all of the
sudden she is no longer broken and has no problem facing her ex.

So. I can't say that this was absolutely terrible. However, it most definitely was not good. If there is some
serious tweaking of the dialogue, pacing, and general "feel" of the book, there may be potential for the
storyline.

Arc provided by Netgalley for a honest review.
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Casey says

Review originally posted at Ramblings From This Chick

I have been looking forward to reading Broken since I first read the blurb. Unfortunately once I started
reading this one, it just never really was able to fully come together. I thought that the main characters were
likable enough, but I was just never fully engaged in this story. I thought that this one had a lot of promise,
and the story could have been really good but it had a lot of areas that I thought could have used
improvement.

Bailey was left as a child by her mother, and ever since her father has been a drunk. She goes to school and
tries to avoid home as much as possible. She ends up going to stay with a friend of hers in Chicago to get out
of town. While looking for a job and adjusting to city life, she ends up meeting a sexy fighter. They are
attracted to each other and instantly hit it off. They start dating and things are going great until someone from
Bailey's past reappears and threatens to ruin everything. Bailey is also struggling with a painful event in her
past, and it makes it hard for her to get close to Kyle. Can Kyle and Bailey find a way to overcome her past
and move forward together?

I liked Kyle. He was sweet and kind, and was really caring and patient. He accepted Bailey for who she was
and let her know that he was always there for her. He let her take her time with everything and gave her
space when she needed it. But his character had some conflicting beliefs to me, and no matter how much the
author tried to reason it out with Kyle's explanations it just didn't work for me. He was a fighter but also a
Buddhist. It was just really confusing. I thought that Bailey's character was also a bit weak. She would say
one thing and then in the next sentence would say the complete opposite thing. She had trouble making up
her mind, and she didn't really have anything to make her stand out. While she was likable, she wasn't overly
special or memorable. I felt like Kyle and Bailey did have chemistry, and they got along great but there
wasn't a lot of heat between them. This one was pretty light on the physical action, and I think that in this
case the story suffered a bit for it.

I also felt like the dialogue needed some work. A lot of it was almost robotic feeling and just seemed pretty
awkward at times. The whole book also felt sort of rushed to me. Things seemed to progress at an advanced
rate, and it just wasn't natural to me. Without going into too many details, I just felt like Bailey's past
incident came out of nowhere and them before long she isn't struggling with it anymore but all of a sudden
she is capable of facing it down on her own. It just didn't seem realistic to me, and I thought that she was at
times completely over it but then when it came to anything physical with Kyle all of a sudden it was right
back to where she had been before. I do think that this book had some promise, but unfortunately it just fell
short. While I did like Kyle and Bailey, this one just wasn't for me.

**Copy Provided by Author**

Rivalie (Le Petit Photograph) says

First off, I received this book from the author for an honest review so this is straight out what I feel about this
book. Broken follows the story of Bailey, a girl who was abandoned by her mother, raised herself because
her drunken father was, well, drunk, and how she leaves behind her small town full of bad memories and
broken promises to the big city of Chicago, where she ultimately finds love and the chance to start anew.
Overall, I thought the love/romance aspect of the story. It was pretty sweet and the interactions between Kyle
and Bailey were really adorable. I have to admit that I felt their relationship was a bit deeper than I expected.
I read a ton of reviews of Goodreads that all trashed their relationship, but I felt like it wasn't as terrible as
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everyone made it out to be. True, there wasn't much growth, but Kyle still respected Bailey and he
essentially helped her get over her brokenness to become "whole" again. On the top of being broken, the "old
boyfriend" in the story did not live up to my expectations at all. Bailey painted him as a psychopath and his
personality screamed stalker and creepy. However, when he actually appeared face to face with her, it was
not as thrilling as I expected. To put it mildly, I wish that there was a kidnapping and near murder. It all just
fell flat on my expectations since Mr. Ex was portrayed as a scary stalker. Last thing to mention, the healing
process. Admist all that's going on, there was a pretty strong feeling of healing. Kyle, like I said before,
helped Bailey to get over her past and move on with her future. Along with that, Bailey manages to find an
even ground with her father and we begin to see the beginning of a healing relationship that was broken. I
definitely think that this was a nice read, some things fell a bit flat to my expectations, but overall it was
pretty good. :)

Read my reviews at:
http://extreemeobsessed.blogspot.com/

Mike Smith says

Reviewed on behalf of Fictional BookHos:

+++

This is a sweet book with a lot of potential, but I'm sorry to say it fell flat for me in several areas.

The book features a young 19 year old girl, Bailey, and a handsome and mysterious fighter named Kyle.
Bailey's mother abandoned her and her father when she was 5 years old. We never learned why. This tore up
her father, sending him into the land of alcoholism. Growing up was not a happy time for Bailey. Her father
never abused her, but he did tend to neglect her while he was drinking and passing out on the sofa.

Bailey manages to get into college in her small Illinois town, but on the spur of the moment decides to chuck
it all and go stay with her friend in Chicago. It's here she meets Kyle. He is a devastatingly handsome fighter
who has never lost a match. He has a reputation of being an enigma, a ghost who never stays around after his
matches. He shows up, wins, and then quietly leaves.

But Bailey runs into him at a local coffee shop and they begin a tentative relationship. You see Bailey has
intimacy issues because of a horrible thing that happened to her several years ago. I won't go into detail here,
but suffice to say it involved and old boyfriend, who unexpectedly shows up in Chicago and begins stalking
her.

I liked Bailey, and felt bad for what happened to her, but she did seem to me to be very immature. She was
seeing Kyle regularly for weeks, but still did not consider herself to be his girlfriend because he had not
asked her to be. Kyle finally took her to a nice restaurant and formally asked her to be his girlfriend, almost
like a marriage proposal. It just felt weird to me, as if it was not official until he asked her.

Later they do a pinky swear about something, which seemed more than a bit juvenile to me. Although they
kiss and cuddle, they do not get seriously intimate until the very end of the book. I felt bad for Kyle. He must
have had a very bad case of blue balls by then.

When they finally do decide to get it on, they plan it out two weeks in advance. It was not spontaneous in
any way and felt very sterile because of that. I wanted to like this book more than I did. I think it has a great
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premise, but unfortunately it was just unable to live up to it.

Sara Strand says

I had actually been pretty excited to read this book and then I started reading it and yeah.... nothing really
comes together. It's certainly not the worst book I've read. I will say there are a lot of areas this book could
have some improvements to make it a better book. The dialogue is not great, it comes off of very... teenager
angsty, which doesn't make sense since it's not geared towards teenagers persay, it does have violence and
other things I wouldn't want my teenager to read.

Bailey basically has a pretty crappy life. Her mom is missing in action, her father is a drunk who has checked
out on being a parent, and she basically has zero guidance. So she leaves and heads to Chicago where she
meets Kyle (well, she mostly sees him at first and later meets him) and things are kind of fun between them.
Then we start learning more about Bailey's back story and her ex-boyfriend who's just a complete ass, and he
essentially starts stalking her, which is ruining her life change in Chicago. But on top of all of this, she's
trying to develop a relationship with Kyle and it's just really awkward to me and very.... vanilla. Not that I
expected this to be a blazing romance, but to plan out a passionate evening weeks in advance? That's kind of
weird, right? I mean, do people do that? I know I've never done that.

Overall? Lots of improvements to be made on this book. I think the potential of a good story is 3 stars, the
execution of it is 1, maybe 2 stars. It's just not what I had hoped it to be.

Miguel says

I feel like I read the wrong novel.

I was so enthusiastic to read this novel. The synopsis intrigued me. And when I read the first few pages, I
was instantly piqued. But it all went downhill after the succeeding pages.

Another thing I'd like to add: Bailey and Kyle were boring. There wasn't any dynamic to their relationship.
They didn't even argue at each other! There's no conflict between the two of them which is unusual for a
relationship. I guess I was looking for some excitement in this sea of static.

Erika's Review pretty much sums up all of my feelings for this novel. I was greatly disappointed, I actually
skimmed through the pages until the end.

Les Chroniques Aléatoires says

Sometimes it happens that we find some lucky good readings, a lot of them being of this new kind in vogue
which is New Adult. With Broken I was agreeably surprised, I enormously appreciated my reading which I
finally found a little too short. The auteure describes the complicated life of Bailey who until now did not
have any luck, which does not know how to be happy and make the things occur well for her. Then there
come Kyle who will help her, make her discover Chicago and what is it to be happy, carefree. The love,
fights, the black past, the lack of confidence, all that makes this novel more interesting!



Read and Download Ebook Broken...

PDF File: Broken... 8

Bailey is an intelligent young person who doesn't move, not knowing really what she wants to make of her
life, except to leave her father and her hometown. She will be lucky and will seize the opportunity to go to
Chicago. We follows as a result the difficulty of adapting to a big city, to be make friends, to find a job and
to fall in love. Bailey's life never was easy, on the contrary. All that worked her and not necesary in the good
way. She does not manage to completely trust people nor her feelings. She is also a coward by times, but it
will evolve little by little. The only thing that I have to reproach her, it is the too large number of things that
she hide from Kyle, while knowing that will get her some problems early or later.

Kyle is an young man whom we can only appreciate. He resembles on certain points to Bailey. He left his
suburbs town in order to changen and to have an objective in his life. He is a serious student, which works
and fights in a pledge to pay his studies. He is a complex interesting character. He is an enthusiastic Buddhist
and pacifist, and yet it is a famous MMA fighter. He seems sure of himself with Bailey, whereas he is
nervous. But he is the perfect man who sells us dreams and I will not feel sorry for that!!

Concerning the supporting characters, some are more proposed than others, evolving during the story or not.
But they play a whole part in the evolution of Bailey and her relation with Kyle. Julie, Bailey's BFF, she is
the reason which made that the young girl comes to Chicago and yet she seems to be more lost than Bailey.
She is the stereotype type of the countryside's girl which was integrated into the town life perhaps a little too
well. Bailey's father will also change in a radical way, just like his daughter. Bailey's boss is the kind of boss
whom we would like to have, understanding, nice. And there is obviously the dangerous psychopath ex-
boyfriend which will give a little prickly to the story.

The intrigue concentrates primarily on the passage at the adulthood of Bailey. The first job, searches of a
goal, first true love, family reconciliation. All passes there and with enough accuracy so that does not make it
too obvious, too simple, too readable. But what is most interesting, it is the impact of the past on the couple
which form Bailey and Kyle. She will have to trust to tell him everything and be able to make a fresh start,
but not only that. That will gave her a chance to discover certain things about herself and finally to be able
again to feel in love.

Broken is an excellent novel primarily centered on the emotion. It is touching, sometimes poignant and its
short format makes it possible, not to have too long scenes which could have been useless. Moreover, the
MMA's fights scenes adds action and gives rhythm to the story. Even if that can give an impression of deja
vu, but that did not obstruct me more than that and I recommend this book to the fans of this kind!!

Rose from Chapter Break says

review to come soon...

Romance Readers Retreat says

This is a sweet story with a lot of potential, but I'm sorry to say it fell flat for me in several areas. The book
features a young 19 year old girl, Bailey, and a handsome and mysterious fighter named Kyle. Bailey's
mother abandoned her and her father when she was 5 years old. We never learned why. This tore up her
father, sending him into the land of alcoholism. Growing up was not a happy time for Bailey. Her father
never abused her, but he did tend to neglect her while he was drinking and passing out on the sofa.Bailey
manages to get into college in her small Illinois town, but on the spur of the moment decides to chuck it all
and go stay with her friend in Chicago. It's here she meets Kyle. He is a devastatingly handsome fighter who
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has never lost a match. He has a reputation of being an enigma, a ghost who never stays around after his
matches. He shows up, wins, and then quietly leaves.But Bailey runs into him at a local coffee shop and they
begin a tentative relationship. You see Bailey has intimacy issues because of a horrible thing that happened
to her several years ago. I won't go into detail here, but suffice to say it involved an old boyfriend, who
unexpectedly shows up in Chicago and begins stalking her.I liked Bailey, and felt bad for what happened to
her, but she did seem to me to be very immature. She was seeing Kyle regularly for weeks, but still did not
consider herself to be his girlfriend because he had not asked her to be. Kyle finally took her to a nice
restaurant and formally asked her to be his girlfriend, almost like a marriage proposal. It just felt weird to
me, as if it was not official until he asked her.Later they do a pinky swear about something, which seemed
more than a bit juvenile to me. Although they kiss and cuddle, they do not get seriously intimate until the
very end of the book. I felt bad for Kyle. He must have had a very bad case of blue balls by then.When they
finally do decide to get it on, they plan it out two weeks in advance. It was not spontaneous in any way and
felt very sterile because of that. I wanted to like this book more than I did. I think it has a great premise, but
unfortunately it was just unable to live up to it.

Jeraca says

I received this free eARC from NetGalley in exchange for my honest review.

The synopsis was amazing when I first got this book. It sounded very similar to "Beautiful Disaster" by
Jamie McGuire, which I absolutely love, so I was very excited to read another novel like that.

This is nothing like BD... First, I really dislike the dialogue in this book. It's stilted, awkward, and sounds
like they are learning English as a second language and not sure which words to use in their sentence.
Second, I don't really like Bailey. I mean, she's fine I guess, but there's no personality to her. She's just there
and going through the motions, but not really getting into anything. Kyle is alright, but again, no feelings
when it comes to him.

It's almost like the author knows how to write when they are doing, but not what they are feeling and doesn't
know how to put it down in words to make it flow better.

So, yeah, this book. I just couldn't. I really wanted to like it, but definitely didn't, sadly.

books are love says

This is a enjoyable book. I love Kyle. Bailey meh. There are aspects of this book that are wonderful and
aspects that need some TLC. First the author has a good idea and the overall story is good. Kyle is the
kindest, most patient guy I have read about. The view of Buddhism with MMA is interesting and how he
treats Bailey is incredible. His hard work ethic is great to see as well.

The book falters with Bailey and how some of the aspects are drawn out. Bailey is wishy washy and she is
confusing. I know that some of that confusion is needed but her character is not all together. Bailey has had a
hard life and that life has gone over into her adulthood. She feels trapped so she walks away from her life
and goes to Chicago. Here she meets Kyle and begins to put herself together.

She does hide from Kyle and even when she shouldn't she does. Kyle really never gets the full story about
Robert when it comes to the texts. She hides to the last possible moment about the therapist. She hides or
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omits telling things. Her dad she doesn't face and blames for her mom. Your dad can't shoulder everything,
your mom made the decision.

As for the Robert story, this is a interesting plot twist but Robert isn't really believable with all he did. Some
is but some isn't. The drugs are believable but what he did for drugs meh. His ability to find her and get away
for so long no I mean after all that time he finally wants her again and than goes all gungho no doesn't really
sit well. No one knew where she went but he found her easily. Hard to swallow. And how he looks and acts
is a little overboard. I understand why this was done it helps to get the reader vested but here it is a wee bit
much.

Bailey is made stronger by Kyle. Kyle really makes this story. I know the story is about Bailey and her
growing stronger and into her own but really Kyle is how this all occurs. and he is the star of this book.

A nice story on love and how it help people shine and feel safe enough to find themselves and become
stronger people.

Shelley says

ARC generously provided by publisher via Netgalley in exchange for an honest review.

1.5 Unconnected stars

Bailey has not had the best childhood. Her mother left her when she was young and her dad is an alcoholic
and never really invested in her life. Tired of living in a small down and feeling like her life is going no
where she decides to up and move to Chicago. She has a friend who lives there and she can sleep on her
couch until she decides if she can make it there.

Once there Bailey attends an underground MMA match with her roomate. There she meets Kyle aka Lotus.
She thinks he is gorgeous but then he disappears as soon as the fight is over. It is fate when a few days later
she runs into him where he works at a coffee shop. Soon Kyle and Bailey are hitting it off. She has found a
job and getting along with Kyle, looks like her life is going in the right direction. Until, someone from her
past starts to harass her and threaten the life she has obtained. Can she and Kyle make it through her past?

I have to say I felt this way through most of this book. I just didn't connect with the characters at all and the
story line was pretty weak. I also have to say that Bailey tended to drive me nuts with well just her. I swear if
I had to hear her tell Kyle how their first time had to be "special" one more time I was going to throw my
kindle across the room. And as much as I wanted to like Kyle, he was also just, okay. Really I felt no
attachment or feelings for any of them. There were also several things that drove me nuts like how the ex all
of a sudden tracks Bailey down in Chicago but when she lived in the same small town as him he never
bothered her, What!?! I don't want to say too much in case you decide to read this book, but I have to say
that there was just nothing in this book that was for me, but I will say that I am proud of myself for finishing
it, hence the 1.5 stars.


