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No. 23 has a secret. In this bedsit-riddled south London wreck, lorded over by a lecherous landlord,
something waits to be discovered. Yet all six residents have something to hide.

Collette and Cher are on the run; Thomas is a reluctant loner; while a gorgeous Iranian asylum seeker and a
'quiet man' nobody sees try to stay hidden. And watching over them all is Vesta - or so she thinks. In the
dead of night, a terrible accident pushes the neighbours into an uneasy alliance. But one of them is a killer,
expertly hiding their pastime, all the while closing in on their next victim...

As a cloying heatwave suffocates the city, events build to an electrifying climax in this dark, original and
irresistibly compelling thriller.
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?Susan? says

I became attached to this motley crew of characters who are all so completely unique. The tenants in this
apartment building know and watch out for each other with the exception of their slum landlord. Each of
them have a secret that if revealed could be their demise. This in itself makes them even closer and
protective of each other. The only reason I gave it 4 stars instead of 5 is because the ending seemed rushed.
An entertaining read but not for the squeamish. Imogen Church did an excellent job with the narration.

Jonetta says

Originally posted on The Book Nympho

Quick summary
The story centers around the tenants at 34 Beulah Road outside of London. One of them is a serial killer,
referred to as "The Lover." What's bizarre is that no one even knows the women he's abducted and killed are
missing, let alone there being a murderer in their midst.

What I "enjoyed"
Each tenant has their own circumstances that make this an interesting book. Their backstories are told from
each person's perspective, some heartbreaking and others chilling. It's easy to eliminate many of them early
on but there are a few that are highly suspect and will keep you guessing.

Warning...you also get The Lover's introspection, including his rather gruesome analysis of the bodies he's
preserving in his apartment. I've a high tolerance for the macabre but I hit my limit here.

Narration
The narrator does an excellent job of storytelling, building tension in the right places and tugging your
heartstrings when it was appropriate. My only criticism is with her portrayal of some of the men where it was
almost comical. However, she was so good in all other respects I adjusted fairly quickly.

The bottom line
I really liked this book, which initially had a slow start but grew on me after a short while. At first, I didn't
even think I was liking the characters but that changes, too, because of the author's skillful characterizations.
Coupled with the talent of the narrator, it made for a very satisfying reading experience with an ending that
left me smiling.

(I received an ARC from the publisher in exchange for an honest review)

Diane S ? says

A mix of people, most hiding or running from something, all live in bedsits in one apartment building. The
landlord is so disgusting and predatory that I think I would have to be pretty darn desperate. Woman are
going missing and it becomes apparent that they have a killer in their midst.
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Creepy, graphic cringe worthy violence, the overall tone is dark and desperate. Good characterizations of
some of the tenants but definitely not for the faint of heart.

Arc from publisher.

Carole (Carole's Random Life in Books) says

This review can also be found at Carole's Random Life.

This was a little different than I thought it would be based on the title. I saw this audiobook while it was on
sale at Audible recently and decided to buy it largely because of the title and the narrator. I thought that it
would be a book completely focused on the killer alluded to in the title. That's not exactly what the book
was. It's focus was not just on the killer but the entire building's tenants. Everything came together in the end
and I did enjoy the story.

There are a lot of characters that make up this story. Each of these people have their own story to tell and as
the book unfolds we do learn quite a bit about them. This group of individuals have more than their fair share
of problems. I loved how they became close to each other as things happened. The friendships that developed
felt very real.

Of course, there were a couple of characters that were anything but lovable. The landlord was a piece of
work that made my skin crawl anytime we took a peek at his thoughts. Then there is the killer. These
sections were actually some of my favorite in the story but I tend to like stories that are rather gruesome but
not all readers will enjoy those parts as much as I did.

I thought the narrator did a fabulous job. There are a lot of characters to keep straight in this book and they
do spend a lot of time interacting with each other. The narrator was able to use distinctive voices for each
character and seamlessly switched back and forth. I never had any difficulty keeping track of who was who
in the story. I do think that I liked this story a bit more because I chose the audio format. The narrator really
brought a lot to the story.

I would recommend this audiobook to others. I think that the strong characters and the mystery of the killer
worked well together in this story. This is the first book by Alex Marwood that I have read but I plan to look
for her work in the future.

Initial Thoughts
I liked this one but I didn't love it. The narration was great but the story seemed unfocused at times.
Everything did come together in the end but I wasn't sure it would. This is one of those books that I liked
some segments much more than others.

Best Crime Books & More says

I read Alex Marwood’s debut novel and as much as I enjoyed it, it made me feel uncomfortable. This second
book made me feel uncomfortable but on a whole new level! I was bloody gripped from start to finish and
felt like I was playing the world’s most twisted game of Cluedo (when you read it you’ll get what I mean)!
The characters in this book I really liked as they all have their own dark secrets which have brought them to
No. 23. Collet, Cher and Vesta made the core women and an additional 3 men plus the landlord make up the
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weird motley crew living there. From the outset I liked all the women, but the men…mmm well I just wasn’t
sure.

As the story progresses you learn a little bit more about each tenant and how they have come to be at the
house. The most vile character was the landlord and he had my skin crawling from the very beginning. When
an ‘incident’ happens at the house, the 6 tenants become united and things take a turn for the worse. The
second thread aside from the individuals within the house is that of the killer. We see the killer perform his
rituals and the question becomes, which one of them in the house is responsible. I must say that I do have a
strong stomach and tend not to be too bothered about violence and gore. However, Alex Marwood has
managed to describe the killer and their actions in such details that it made my stomach turn on more than
one occasion.

I played the whole game of thinking I knew who was responsible and got it totally wrong. This in itself is
always a surprisingly pleasing element when reading a book like this. What did throw me was the ending, I
certainly didn’t see that coming, yet the last 2 pages threw me because of the absence of one particular
character (a question for the author me thinks). This book was slightly warped, very graphic, yet a
compelling and utterly gripping book. I think Alex Marwood is one to watch, especially at night in a dark
alley…any writer that does that good a job must get those ideas from somewhere? This one’s out on the 5th
December 2013 and is an ideal present for somebody who wants a book that will have them gripped!

Jan says

What a clever, entertaining read this was! (Some gory scenes, so not for the faint-hearted)

I just saw that I forgot to review this, oops! Now that some time as passed, this review is going to be more
generic than most, as I can barely remember what I had to eat last night let alone all the intricate details to
this wicked thriller.

The plot revolves around the tenants that reside in a run down boarding house. All strangers who are forced
to interact, even when they are trying their best to hide from the world. Strangers who have secrets-some sad,
and some that are terrifying.

What unfolds in this house, and to these characters is nothing short of brilliant. Each story line is seamlessly
woven together, slowly building up to the grand finale that truly left me giddy. It's a creepy read, but so fun
to read it all unfold!

Highly recommend this thriller if you take some bloody scenes. They truly do add to the whole experience of
how crazy this book is.

Lisa says

4.5 stars (extra half star for pure entertainment value)
What an intricate and clever story!
Several unlikely characters come together in one house and lots of things happen!
I don't want to give away any spoilers but this is a mish-mash of serial killer/gritty realism/mystery/family
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drama.
Set in London in hot summer this is a great holiday read!
I should mention that it is rather gruesome and graphic and a bit gross so may not be your idea of a holiday
read (yes there is something wrong with me that it is mine - it's summer man!)
If you can get hold of the audio version I would recommend it - superbly narrated by Imogen Church.

Paul says

Brilliant Twists & Turns

Alex Marwood who had critically acclaimed word of mouth success with The Wicked Girls has written
another brilliant thriller which I am positive will also be critically acclaimed, The Killer Next Door. This is a
brilliant second thriller which covers all the bases for a psychological thriller of the highest order.

Collette who has been on the run from her villainous ex-boss whom she happened to steal a large quantity of
money from has been chased all over Europe and is trying to lay low without being found again. She is being
hunted by the police and her ex-boss who always seem to be able to catch up with her and it is not until the
end of the book we find out how, is seeking somewhere in London to disappear and she finds it. She finds
number 23 Northbourne, south London, which is a dark and dismal bedsit house presided over by an
overweight money grabbing lecherous landlord.

What we learn throughout the novel is that this property has six residents all with something to hide who will
end up depending on each other to cover up an accident they cannot report to the police for fear of those
secrets coming out. What we do learn is that one of the residents is a killer who has a penchant for
mummifying the corpses and sitting with them after making them up. Vesta who has lived in the house all
her life and believes she knows everything that is going on in it, but that will change soon enough for her.

It would be Cher the underage children homes escapee that finally opens up the house to examination at the
cost of her own freedom. The book starts with her and ends when she does another bunk from a Liverpool
Children’s Home this time with a happy ending. It is everything in between that makes you stop and think, as
the killer is slowly unmasked to the reader and he is always looking for new victims amongst the female
house residents.

While the body count does climb all in the midst of a heatwave that is suffocating the people of London, the
residents of 23 Northbourne who are in their very own suffocating situation. What will happen next is what
keeps you turning the page, all the blood and possible gore is set at a thrilling pace and to use the oldest
cliché of The Killer Next Door being a fantastic page turner. This is a book that you will value the time to
read as secrets are revealed even when you wonder if Collette is wrong for not going to the police to help
her. There are so many twists and turns and a fantastic pace this is destined to be a bestseller and no doubt
very soon a screen near you!

Stefanie says

Rating: 4 Stars

I had so much fun with this book. This was my first audiobook experience so it could have went either way.
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When I first heard the narrator; changing her voice to suit the various characters (including an old lady, a
Middle Eastern man, and a 15 year old girl brimming with attitude I honestly didn't know what to think. I
ended up loving it! The narrator was great. I recall on a handful of occasions laughing out loud, or saying
something like "Oh no he didn't!!!" I noticed myself taking the long way home in order to continue listening
to the book.

The Plot

So the storyline centers around a group of individuals living in the same building. All of them have stories,
something to hide; and one of them is a killer. Collette(Lisa) has been on the run from her gangster ex-boss
for 3 years and has only moved to Beluah Grove in London because her mother is sick and dying and she
wanted to be closer to her for the end. She meets an old lady named Vesta, who has lived in the basement flat
her whole life, an Iraqi man her own age, seeking asylum in London, a quiet, hermit like man, Gerard Bright,
who listens to classical music at the loudest possible volume, a 15 year old girl who is on the run from social
services, and Thomas, the man in the attic, the overly-friendly but awkward guy with a perpetual smile on his
face.

This cast of characters make for a fun read. The narrator does an amazing job bringing them to life with her
voice. One of these tenants is "The Lover", a lonely individual who kills women, and keeps their corpses in
the home for companionship; attempting to use the methods of the Egyptians to keep the bodies in the best
shape possible, to ward off putrefaction and decay. But Who is he????

My Thoughts
As I said above, this a very enjoyable book. The characters were lively and fun to get to know. Everyone had
a story and was so very relatable. The narrator was fantastic. I highly recommend this book, in particular the
audio!!!!

Ron says

Sometimes you don’t want to know your neighbors. In this instance that is so true for at least five in this
tenement of six. That’s because the odd person out happens to be a killer. Of course the others don’t know
this - yet. They each have something to hide. That makes them sound as sinister as the killer, which is not the
case. One is a recluse; two or three are on the run, or hiding from the past; and one has lived here all her life.

That could make for a lot of stories, and therein lays part of the problem. Turns out there is a lead character
within the six (plus one. I forget to include the landlord, Roy – and what a piece of work he is). The leads
name is Collette (nope, not her real name), and yet I didn’t get the feel for a main character, or a continuity
of direction until approaching the half-way mark. That’s because the chapters alternate between each person,
so that we get a feel for each of them, and by then I realized that this is the story. It’s the story of the
problems they face, which hardly even includes the killer. Oh the killer is in here, he’s just kind of a sideline,
or that’s the way it felt for me anyway. One circumstance brings them all together about mid-book. It gets a
little garish and things get more interesting.

To summarize, I thought this would be about a lunatic knocking off his victims one by one. Turned out it
wasn’t, (view spoiler). I still liked it. No reason for hate here, because as it went, I found the characters
interested me, and the plot was semi-solid.
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Malia says

Hm... I'm kind of on the fence about this one. I didn't really enjoy Marwood's The Wicked Girls, so i waited
a while to read this, and again emerge with mixed feelings. On the one hand, I did like it better than The
Wicked Girls simply because I found the majority of the characters so much more interesting and I really
rooted for a couple of them, which is a huge plus, even if the story was not so great. It was gripping, but at
the same time, I wanted to finish it quickly because the killer was particularly creepy. It did bother me a little
that I basically knew the whole time who the killer was, as I usually prefer to have a bit of a guessing game
with mysteries and thrillers, nonetheless, I definitely did not predict the twist at the end.
All in all, a gripping read, but ultimately one I would almost prefer to fade in my memory quickly, simply
because I found the mystery really unpleasant.

Find more reviews and bookish fun at http://www.princessandpen.com

Jolene says

**Thank you Netgalley and Penguin for providing this in exchange for an honest review**

This was excellent!

Collette has an easy job. Sure, deep down she knows she is paid with dirty money, but its a lot of money.
One night she sees something she shouldn't have and has to go on the run. After a few years of constantly
moving around, she eventually makes it to 23 Beulah Grove. At first, she thinks this is the perfect place to
stay for awhile. Due to a family issue, she must stay put for awhile. She needed somewhere to stay where
people wouldn't be too curious about her. Somewhere the neighbors wouldn't ask too many questions. One
walk through the building tells her 23 Beulah Grove is that kind of place. The only reason the other tenants
would live in a slum-hole like it would be because they also were hiding from someone or something.

I loved, loved, loved this book. The characters and surroundings were well developed. While Collette is
technically the main character, there was no secondary character feel to the others. This story was equal parts
character and story driven and told from alternating POVs. When you were with one of the "secondary"
characters, you felt like they were the one that the book was actually about. The only reason for 4 stars
instead of 5 was a short romance that took place. I can take or leave a romance story line. They aren't usually
a selling point for me, but its very rare that they ding my opinion in a story. This one, unfortunately, did
cause a ding. It came across forced and really had no impact on the overall story. It felt like an after thought
that was thrown in because...well, why the hell not? This will definitely be a reread for me and I look
forward to reading Marwood's The Wicked Girls

David says

I picked up this book, one of Audible's Daily Deals, on the strength of Alex Marwood's last book, The
Wicked Girls, and now Marwood has joined my list of authors to follow - she tells a good story, she's
carving out a niche for herself, and so far she's avoided the series trap.
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Marwood's niche seems to be "Lower-class British crime thrillers." "Lower-class" referring to the characters,
not the books. In The Wicked Girls, we got a look at the lives of two girls who'd gotten into trouble as
teenagers, and the very different paths their lives took because of how the system treated them. In The Killer
Next Door, we have a collection of down-and-outers in London - runaways, political refugees, old people
with nowhere else to go, the broken and the unemployed, all living in a shabby rental unit with your typical
sleazy landlord.

The eclectic personalities - the 15-year-old runaway, the Iranian political refugee, the septuagenarian with
the secured tenancy who's lived in this dump her entire life, the ex-bartender who's wanted by the police and
by gangsters - are all trying to mind their own business when a series of events brings inevitable disruption
into their lives. First, there's the sleazy landlord, who would really like to get rid of Vesta, the old lady whose
secured tenancy is costing him so much money. Then there are the people after Colette. And finally, there is
the serial killer living among them.

The last element is, of course, the major twist in the book, and Marwood spends plenty of time delving into
his psyche and the world through his POV. A really nasty, self-pitying world it is, too, and quite plausible.
You almost want to feel sorry for the pathetic little schmuck, except for the fact that he's a serial killer who
lures women into his apartment so he can murder them and then turn them into mummified RealDolls to
share affection with. Marwood also does not stint on graphic descriptions of bodily fluids and effluvia. So,
this is a pretty violent and gross novel.

But it's very well done, and underneath the crime thriller aspects (there isn't much time spent teasing the
reader about who the serial killer is, since the suspect list is so small), it's also a harsh look at modern British
society, with its underlying class system still very much intact, and the "poshes" and the not-so-poshes living
in very different worlds. Marwood's sympathies are clearly with the not-so-poshes, as all her protagonists are
people who've been kicked around a lot by life, but keep going and sometimes manage to get back up.

Very much recommended if you fancy a thriller set in a dark and gritty London that doesn't resemble
anything you see on the BBC.

Li'l Owl says

Wow! I did not see that coming! Not in a million years! Great book! Imogene Church narrated this book
above and beyond, again, as is her trademark. You really get to know the individual characters in the book
whenever Imogene is telling any story. She can make you FEEL the emotions surrounding the characters, the
intensity, the drama! Yes! Read it!

Someone asked a question about rating this book, 1 being a book you could read to your children, 10 will
give you nightmares. I would rate it about an 6. But, it completely depends on the person reading it. If your
at all squeamish, I don't recommend it. It has mummification, people dying in various gruesome ways,
including sewage. However, I wouldn't classify it as a horror level, either, not to the point of nightmares.
Stephen King's Pet Sematary and It, give me nightmares. But, again, that's me.

Having said that, the story line is fantastic, fast paced, full of suspense, and unlike any other book I've read
before. Which brings me back to the ending. Wow! I never expected the end! Never. And, I've read many,
many mystery, suspense, and thrillers over a wide spread of genres. I recommend it highly! Alex Marwood
will be an author I'll definitely read again! I would also highly recommend the audio book version, narrated
by Imogene Church. I think I got more bang for my buck hearing it instead of reading it. Either way it's a
great book!
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joyce g says

A slow start made me dubious, but it moved right along after a bit. Who doesn't love a man who studies
Egypt.

Susan says

This novel begins with one of the residents of a boarding house being interviewed about a crime which has
taken place there; so the fact that there is, literally, a killer next door, is not a plot spoiler. However, this is
much more than a thriller or a crime novel - it is a slice of London life and a story of the anonymity of the
city. Having revealed that one of the bedsits of the Victorian house in Beulah Grove have contained a
murderer, the story slips back in time to reveal the inhabitants and what happened to bring us to this point.

There is sitting tenant, elderly Vesta Collins, music teacher Gerard Bright, part-time worker Thomas Dunbar,
Cher, a teenage runaway from the care system, asylum seeker Hossein Zanjani and the new addition to the
house, Collette. Collette is on the run from some very unfriendly people, clutching a bag of stolen money and
looking over her shoulder as she attempts to remain anonymous. However, the revolting landlord, Roy
Preece, knows enough not to ask questions and is only interested in receiving his deposit in cash. All his
residents are hiding secrets or have slipped far enough in life that his threadbare rooms, devoid of creature
comforts, are acceptable to them.

This is an unusual, gripping and, strangely moving read about a group of people attempting to come to terms
with lives that have led them to this lonely and, somewhat depressing, place. Full of dark comedy as the
crimes unfold and the residents attempt to cope with their own personal problems (there is one image
concerning the landlord that will take a long while to fade!) , this book encompasses themes of loneliness,
alienation, a good old fashioned murder, gangsters and what makes a family. Absolutely brilliant and highly
recommended.

Arwen56 says

«Un libro davvero inquietante con grandi personaggi.»
Stephen King

Mio caro Stevie, ma che ti sei bevuto, figlio mio? Alcol etilico allo stato puro?

Questo non è un libro inquietante, è solo una favola (con annesso e connesso lieto fine) che, al posto delle
principesse, delle fate e degli orchi, offre donne che scappano, affascinanti rifugiati politici, quindicenni con
più risorse di Wonder Woman, zitelle settantenni capaci di buttare alle ortiche un’intera vita e un serial killer
che pare lo “scemo del villaggio”. Nonché una lunga sequela di fatti del tutto inverosimili.

L’idea iniziale, comunque, non era affatto male e, se ben sviluppata, avrebbe potuto sfociare in un “giallo”
più che discreto. Ma così non è stato, a mio modesto avviso. Comunque, sono sicura che, prima o poi e con
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gli adeguati aggiustamenti, ne faranno un film. Pare fatto apposta.

Liz Barnsley says

Coming 5th December (ebook) and 2014 (paperback) from Sphere

Thank you to the author and publisher for the much anticipated review copy.

No. 23 has a secret. In this gloomy, bedsit-riddled South London wreck, lorded over by a lecherous landlord,
a horrifying collection quietly waits to be discovered. Yet all six residents have something to hide.

Impressive. Yes ok, this is crime fiction. There is a mystery and things to discover here, but for me this was
mostly a character driven novel – and a rather addictive one at that.

Within the walls of number 23, an eclectic cast of characters hang their hats – all hiding out from the world
for one reason or another and all incredibly well drawn, I was immediately fascinated by every one of them.

From the very beginning Alex Marwood hooks you. Cher, teenage runaway, is interviewed at the police
station, giving her statement about a recent gruesome discovery – then we are thrown back in time to start
meeting the people involved…the residents of No 23. Knowing that doom is approaching for at least one,
this is a book you may shout at. “No”. “Don’t do that”. “RUN RUN!”…and yet you are never entirely sure
whether you are directing your advice at the right people..clever. Love it.

Putting that side of it away for a moment – the more frightening part if you like – you can also look at this
story as a soundbite from life. Cher, teenager, thief, but also someone you would want on your side. Collette,
hiding from danger not realising that she faces far worse in her chosen sanctuary, Vesta, pensioner, is mother
and confidante to all. Then you have a handome asylum seeker Hossein, the lonely Thomas and the
musically minded Gerard, all watched over by the repugnant landlord Preece. Different views, different
lives, all tied together by their mutual living space, you could easily read this as a cautionary tale of the ups
and downs of life…and somewhere in that marvellous mix a killer lurks…hiding in plain sight.

From start to finish this is a terrific page turner, a look at the dark heart that lurks in us all and a compelling,
often emotional, always refreshing tale of humanity.

Happy Reading Folks!

Pamela says

What can I say except after reading "The Wicked Girls," which was just amazing, "The Killer Next Door"
was a huge disappointment. I had such a hard time reading this novel as I found it quite mundane; my
interest kept wavering. I almost gave up a few times but I trudged on, and on, and on. Even the characters
were lackadaisical. The killer was of course screwed in the head, but even he came across as a bore. What
really bugged me was the way the story was written; all from third person, and all over the place. I had to
reread paragraphs just to figure out whose POV I was reading, which became confusing at times when it
switched to a narrative. While a good plot, none of it flowed smoothly. In the end, a really long and boring
story that fell flat. Now if you really want to read something so intriguing and suspenseful, I highly
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recommend the author's first novel, "The Wicked Girls." It's brilliant.

Alan says

A rundown boarding house in London is home to jaded, toxic tenants and appalling secrets.

As the characters' lives crumble before our eyes, Marwood slowly reveals the hideous secret that gives this
compelling book its title.

One of the most chilling books I've read in years.


