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John Levi says

Experimental 'urban' poetry. De Veyra's intoxicated verses are not to be shocked of, but their social realism
is a curious anti thesis to his otherwise 'liberal' lyricism. There certainly are dull moments in the collection,
but their boringness can be compared to the annoying boredom listeners feel for "Revolution 9" in The
Beatles' White Album. An interesting read amidst the alienated, slap-worthy emo poetry which dominates
contemporary Philippine literature in English today.

Wynclef says

That Improvisation 5...

Chenley Cabaluna says

So ayun naga-adik ako sa mga tula nung panahon na 'to ewan ko ba kung ano pinaglalaban ko, pero basta
ang saya lang kase nung mga bitin na words tapos yung feeling mo na tama lang na ganun sila, kung saan
sila nakalagay tapos kapag dinagdagan mo pa, mawawala na yung essence, yung pagiging surreal niya.
(chos. feeling madaming alam sa poems)

Anyways shet lord ang ganda niya po. Ang ganda nung choice of words lalo na kapag nagde-describe siya
nung mga kaganapan sa loob ng club/disco/bar (whichever you prefer) which is madaming beses niyang
naisulat in different ways sa insectissimo. Gusto ko yung feeling ko nasa dance floor din ako, nauusukan,
nasisinagan ng strobe lights at high sa emotions (or drugs). Ang ganda nung mga simpleng bagay eh
napapakumplikado niya at nabibigyan niya ng metaphor sa buhay at yung mga kumplikadong emosyon eh
napapasimple niya like palagi mo 'tong nae-encounter on a daily basis kaya't wag mag-alala, everything's
fine and normal.

Eissenn Downey jr. says

Walang talkshittan pero eto ang pinaka unang poetry book na binili ko gamit ang baong inipon. Nagsisimula
pa lang ako noon mangolekta ng libro, wala pang bigote pero nakakaintindi na ng kung anu-ano't nakikinig
na din ako ng Radioactive Sago Project at idol ko na si Lourd. Pati nanay ko alam na idol ko na sya kaya
isang umaga bago sya pumasok sa opisina sabi nya "Merong libro si Lourd. Nakita ko sa National
Bookstore. Book of poetry ata." Pag lipas ng isang linggo na tipid sa perang pang kain sa eskwala, meron na
akong Insectissimo.

Sabi nila, na isusulat mo ng isusulat ang pinaka unang tula na nagustuhan mo. Ang pinaka unang tula na
nagustuhan ko sa koleksyon na ito ay yung Fat Elvis In Kamias. Sumulat ako ng tula na hango dito na ang
titulo eh, Jomarpee and the Great Classroom of Death (hango rin sa isang chapter ng isa pang libro ni Lourd
na Super Panalo Sounds!). Simula nung isinulat ko yun at maraming nagsabi na "Ok lang naman." kinuha ko
yung simbolo para magsulat ng magsulat. Kaya masasabi ko na itong librong ito, itong libro ng poetry kuno,
ang nag-jumpstart sa akin para lumikha ng kung anu-ano gamit ang mga salita.
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Meron akong kaibigan dati, sabi nya na wala naman daw itong kwenta't parang gumamit lang ang sumulat ng
mga malalalim na salita; hindi na kami nag-uusap ngayon.

Jamila Velasco says

It's like reading Bob Dylan's Tarantula without the mystery.

Jofer Serapio says

The third in Palanca award-winning Lourd de Veyra's list of poetry anthologies published, Insectissimo!
takes a hefty amount of local pop culture and douses it with a lot of beautiful imagery. From the billboards
along Quiapo and South Superhighway to superstitions such as sleeping with a full stomach, from television
shows and movie stars of the golden age of cinema to jazz and rock and roll, from cannabis to umbrellas and
bicycles to videoke and even fat Elvis, Insectissimo! leaves nothing untouched and provides a relatable
potpourri that everyone from the islands can enjoy. The anthology boasts a wide range of 40 poems in a
variety of sizes and topics, but mostly about life in this third-world tropical country.

The poet has a flair for words, unmatched in recent memory of local poetry. What is seemingly mundane,
ordinary, he can turn into an attention-grabbing scene the reader wouldn't forget any time soon. The images
are laced with as much reality as possible, you couldn't help but wonder if he has actually lived each and
everyone of them. The slums, the suicidal fantasies, the irony - all of these things mash up well together
under the skillful hands of the frontman for the band Radioactive Sago Project. It shouldn't surprise anyone,
really. His signature wit is carried on to his show, Word of the Lourd, which is nothing short of entertaining.

Insectissimo! is one of those reads you should bring to one of your hospital visits to make such painful
experience bearable. Chances are, you could finish the whole book in one sitting, like me. This may very
well be the most creative poetry can get in the modern 7,107.

Not for anyone who'd get turned off by the rock and roll lifestyle, the drugs, the booze, and tragedy in
general.

Kat says

This is way better than anything I've ever read from Lourd de Veyra.


