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Written and published in French in 1951, and in Samuel Beckett’'s English trandation in 1956, Malone Dies
isthe second of hisimmediate post-war novels, written during what Beckett later referred to as ‘the siegein
the room’.

‘Malone’, writes Malone, ‘iswhat | am called now.” On his deathbed, whittling away the time with stories
and revisions of stories, the octogenarian Malone's account of his condition is contradictory and intermittent,
shifting with the vagaries of the passing days. without mellowness, without elegiacs; wittier, jauntier, and
capable of darker rages than his precursor Molloy. Malone promises silence, but as a storyteller he delivers
irresistibly more.
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Kalliope says

Death isa Digita event and Life and Death are binary outcomes. Oneisaive or oneisdead. Thereisnoin
between really. Death is a state with a hundred percent certainty. Of course there have been stories of
resurrections, but these are supported by faith, not certainty. We also have states denominated as ‘clinical
deaths’, when the blood and breathing stops because the heart is beating too irregularly. No matter how
erratically isthe heart functioning, and one is till alive. Not dead.

On the other hand, full certainty of being alive is only achieved in the instant that has just passed. Otherwise
we have to accept living with one’ s prospective life based on probabilities that decrease gradually in our
forthcoming future. A moribund person is still aive, even if the chances of an imminent death are high.

Thisiswhy the title of this novel puzzled me. Malone meurt / dies. It is not Malone se meurt / in a state or
condition of dying, or Malone est en train de mourir / Maone is dying, or Malone va mourir / is about to die.
Not even either isit Malone vient de mourir / just died. No, it is happening right at the precise moment it is
stated.

And yet, the novel is about Malone who iswell alive and conscious. Were it not for the title we would not
surmise, while reading him—for heiswriting in his cahier (not Proust’s carnet) what we are reading—that
his probability of dying is accelerating. In fact, other characters mentioned whose possible death is not
envisioned, die before him.

And the life we witness is rich indeed. No matter that he seems to be bedridden and somewhat limited in his
movements. He has a strong imagination and he invents stories: stories about a couple of people, about
things and about an animal. Or may be he is not inventing them, since they inhabit his mind, no more no less
than other happenings or sensations that are or were part of hislife. Lifeisin the mind, asfed and boosted by
the heart.

Writing one' slifeis away of managing the time oneis till alive, for while alive the time belongs to us or
one becomes the time of one’slife (j’ étais |e temps). Writing also isaway of postponing death even if oneis
wasting it away and letting it pass (Ca passait |e temps). Or recover it, as Beckett must have been thinking
that Proust did. Malone even thinks that even if he thinks he is dying, he is with his writing, engulfing all of
us (je mangeais |’ univers).

But Malone' sidentity, no matter what he writesin his‘cahier’, remainsin flux. Asmy GR friend Renato
commented, the name sounds like ‘I'm aone’, or fuses into other beings whose name begin with M: Malone,
Molloy, Mercier, Morand, Murphy,.. Mort. For even if the title is stated in the third person, the writing isin
the I-mode. But an ‘I’ that sometimes becomes another. Until it arrives at the river where the crossing also
brings a Binary outcome.

For even if Malone dies one cannot write about death; only about life and the imagination.

So, the writing stops. The title happens at the end.
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That always happens at the end.

Gaurav says

It's another gem from Samuel Beckett, the universe of Beckett is rich, haunting, surreal and metaphorical
which shudder you to the core of your existence. The misery of human natureis, asit is condemned, to feel
absurd above life, the very existence of human being to the point where existence of aman is strip to
nothingness; however the life we witness is rich indeed but 'death’ is an absol ute certainty (at least to the
extent we have been able to understand our 'Universe' till yet), and the whole struggle of human natureis
about to comprehend the enigma behind it.

Jo&o Fernandes says

Returning to Ireland always means reading some Beckett or Heaney!

Jimmy says

Beckett, at last, faced with the sentence, the semi-sentient, sentence-like non-sentence. Even dying,
especially so, Beckett alonein the rotting body of Malone, the rolling, roiling, sacrosanct body Malloyed
against the scat of Saposcat like ahat on a hill. Oh, we're getting on, aright, Macmann. Let'sgasp. Let's
grasp for our stick better to poke-at with, our nub of lead better to write with, thisletter of cease and decease.

For thereisajoy in herethat is hard to describe. On the one hand | am ecstatic about these sentences,
language, syntax, humor. There is a surprising quietness too, that | love. Nevermind. There is no other hand.
| was about to say something about the despair, the madness and decay. But they are intertwined like a good
split brain soup.

Beckett doesit to mein the first haf of this book like no other. When heis on, there is no-one better. Then
around 3/4 of the way in, the level drops dlightly. In that the surprises, the tiny pleasures, don’t come as
often, or not astightly packed as before. It becomes easier to read, smoather, lacking the constant change of
direction and backtracking | loved earlier. But still, even at its weakest this stuff is miles above the others.

I remember admiring Molloy greatly, but not being able to really sink my teeth deep into it. This book on the
other hand was so tactile for me, it drew mein so that | read it almost in one sitting (Molloy took weeks!).
I’m not sure if thisisthe book’s fault or mine, maybe I’ m more susceptible to his rhythms this time around.

“ Standing before my high window | gave myself to them, waiting for them to end, for my joy
to end, straining towards the joy of ended joy.”
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Jonathan says

There is no use indicting words, they are no shoddier than what they peddie.

Hossein Sharifi says
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Ahmad Sharabiani says

525. Maone meurt = Malone Dies (The Trilogy #2), Samuel Beckett
Malone Diesisanovel by Samuel Beckett. It was first published in 1951, in French, as Maone meurt, and
later translated into English by the author.

Nuno Simdes says

geniamente absurdo, absurdamente genial.

Fabian says

Would it have made a difference if | had never finished "Malone Dies"--a prolonged exercise that's the
equivalent of literary death rattle and as close to limbo (lowwww entertainment value) as any other Beckett
endeavor (but | have read his plays "Waiting for Godot," "Endgame" & "Happy Days—-& will safely assume
his novels and poems follow the same poetics/M.O. of the writer-darling, winner of the 1969 Nobel Prize)?

Do you want boredom be described to you? | guess, sure; for awhile. But then when you realizeitisa
NOVEL, well, it sureis nice to get to the end. Y ou finish not for curiosity, but as aform of remedial
CHORE--thisiswhy Beckett isNOT the apha & omegain literature.

Sidharth Vardhan says

“And if | wereto stand up again, fromwhich God preserve me, | fancy | would fill a
considerable part of the universe, oh not more than lying down, but more noticeably. For itisa
thing | have often noticed, the best way to pass unnoticed is to lie down flat and not move.

It must be arather lonely business, dying, not the sudden death but the slow death of diseased or old age — If
you die suddenly, it is something that occurs to you and you don’t have to deal with it, because before you
know it you will be, you know, dead. But where you do know you are going to die in awhile, are bed-ridden
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and can’'t do anything — it almost becomes an act, you have to prepare yourself for it, the time goes slowly
and there is not much to pass through it - you might have to create methods to pass time or your thoughts
would give you hell before you die ... and that is why the book title uses death not as something that happens
but something that one does— Malone dies.

And so Malone, an old man bed-ridden to his death-bed waits for his death. Like so many in his position, he
has no oneto talk to asfatally ill people often find themselvesin far little society. Malone starts paying too
much attention to trivils rather than turning indifferent to life as one could expect someone in his position.
He is obsessed about his few possessions - stationary, stick, bed etc.

Thiswaiting and preparing for death must make a person rather lonely - whether or not one has people
around, caring for one, because only dying person knows the kind of suffering he/she is going through - with
all the troubling memories, constant humiliating awareness of simple things (walking, talking etc.) one can
no longer do and idea of death itself, the finality of it with all the anxieties, anguish, desperation and other-
sad-feelings- with-fancy-names it might excite. Since most people won't be interested if he wishes to ramble
on these subjects, there is not even illusion of company. And anyway, in suffering we are always alone —
even if we are with people suffering from same thing.

And so, how does Malone deals with al this? Heis clever, he knows he must keep himself occupied and so
he decidesto tell himself stories — not make stories but tell them in his mind to himself, with proper
descriptions and al. Are those stories somehow related to hislife? Probably, isthere ever astory that doesn’t
tell something about its narrator? Since we are in his consciousness, we get to see his story-telling being
disturbed by his memories, his reactions to things happening around him etc. His stories remain unfinished
but that is irrelevant — after all, those who read alot, watch alot of tv or just like imagining things, know that
stories are told not to get to their end but to pass time in the eternal-seeming wait called life.

“And if | ever stop talking it will be because there is nothing more to be said, even though all
has not been said, even though nothing has been said.”

Pooriya says
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Sawsan says
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SARAH says
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Chris P says

Malone Dies by Samuel Beckett

The works of Beckett are the wet dream of the depressed. A desolated narrator, a character who may or may
not be afigment of hisimagination, the distinct atmosphere that makes you feel like you're inside a dying,
fucked up brain, and a broken promise regarding a story about a stone. Seriously, though, it's Beckett. You
don't review Beckett.
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"T?mota 0gv EAV0I TIO TPOYUOTIK? OTT? TO T?1ota”.

O MoAw TeBavel (1951)

V0 AT TO TH0 duVAT? BIBA?0 TIOL ?XW dIAB?0€l WC T?PA.

I pa@?,0@ynon,ToK?,0p70n,

EQP?ATNC.. KOBIELVOULV TN OVAUN TOV,TNV KABIGTON LTEPVW K?7DE AVAWWOTIKO? dUVNTIKO?
EPWITUATOC I KPIONC OVAUETA O AAPBEIN KAl LLBOTAOC 0.

Mia Top?vola el Kal BactAg?el g€ 7An TNV TPayik? e€?A1EN TNC 10TOP20C.

A&V LTEP?XEL N CAPVEIN O 0?TE KAL N A02PEIN AVAUETO OTOV MOA TIOL APNYE?TAL TA YEYOV 2T
KOl OTNV ETIA?OELON TWV YEYOV2TWY OUT.
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Z0@?C ATIOTEAE? CLUVXELA KAl ETOV?ANYN TNEG 1OTOP?20¢ TOU MOAAU PE TN LV dlagop? TG €67 Ol
OUL0 ?PWEC TIOU LOVOAOYOV OVAUEIW20VTAI O€ Va TIP?0WTO.

Qot?00 dev LTI?PXEL SLVAT?INTA ATDCAPNVIONE METOE? eTIVZANYNG ? avaB?2wong Kal a?youpa
K200 o€ ?AN TNV TP2KPOLAON 0 MTIXET TOV?LEL BAVUACT? TNV IKAV2TNTA TOU AY0U VO GUAABEL
WG OKETITIK?,E AIT?0 KAl ATOT?AETUA TAV ATPAUTH TPVOLJ.

Ed?,av?2ueca otov MOA Kol TOV MOKU TIOU €01 V0C XOPOKT?paC, T PEUBAVoUY UB?ALUA Ol
O U@ BOA?EC TG 700G VA NV €val TO 7010 TIP?0WTO.

UWC,?T01 KL AAAL?C (KAT? TNV 2rmogn Hov) eV LTI?PXEL OLO@OP? OTNV €€7AIEN KAl TNV KATAV?NON
£?1e ENAI,E?TE ?X1.

AULT?C ENAL 0 K?0U0G TOU MTTXKET,0ev LTI?PXEl AAPBEIO KOl PUd KOt oV LTT?PEEL dev T el
OTI0VdN 20 PPAO OTO HUBIOT?PNUO.

AlQ@OPETIK?C AVATUTT?0EIC TNE 2010 ¢ SUOTUXICUANC KOl TTVOOQNG 1OTOP?0C. EA?XI10TEC Ol APOPEC
OTN AETTOU?PEIN SNUIOUPYOV LIC OPIOTOUPYNUATIK? KOl KATABAITIIK? ZIC?@EI0 AVOWWOTIK?

Haye?Q.

O MTTXET dev dvatal va dlafacte? 2rmwe 1o PIBA?0 e ATPOPRANKU?TIOTO UAIK? TNOK?C KOl 2UEDT)
Katavan e ypyopng e£2AENE TG 1otop?ag.

Av YVEl 2101, 0Y0UPO ALT? TO APICTO?PYNHA B XOPAKTNPIOTE? TANKTIK?,avIap?,andl00TIK? KAl
oavo?alo.

Mp?rel 0 avayw?0TNG Vo TO KATATIE? YOUAL2-YOUAL? GOV EAIE?P10 CUAAOYIOTIK ?C EUTEIP?0C (WP,

Kal K?0e gop? TV Ba ye?eTal TWELUATIK? KAl YPUXIK? TNV 0VC?0 TWV TROYU?TLV VO ETIIV?PXETAI
Eav? Kal Eav? TTAVOVTAC apy? T CLUVAPTIICTIK? T?XVI TOU GLYYPAP?.

2101 WV0 Ba KATopB?0€l VO ATIOAO?0EL TNV 1OXLPZTNTA KOl TN duvaT? coBap?tnta Tou BiA?0L.

Moap? 10 yeyov?¢ TNG B201NG ETDPOONCE TIOU OKE?TAI OTOV OVAW?0TH, 0 MTEKET KATA@P?PVEL VO OE
0del?(El KAl va O€ YEU?LEL AT TTAVO KO EATI?0 TOVTOXP VUG,

TN OTIYU? TOU avawwp?E1C LOPP?C KO KOTAOT?0EIG TIPOOTOVTAG VO GLVEIONTOTIOI 70€1¢ TO
[3780¢ TOL CUVOPTIICTIKO? AY0U,TNV AU?0WCE ETIAUEVN OTIYU? O€ TET?El O€ ETUQOVEIOK 7C KA
ouvnBlop e eTudl 21 OKAPNC.

PUWC O MO 70TPOC TO KATAP?PVEL XWP?C VA X VEIGKABZA0L O OUT? TN HETOKVNON TO VIO @?pov
OO0V TIPOC 0TI A?MOTE KATE?BUVAN.

O MaA eval o ddax?,ua TP?2KANCN,va PAN0 £200¢ EUTEIP?0C. PTVEL UE TNV L?TN TOL
MOAUBIO? TIOU KPAT?El U?XPI TO HEAOZAL. ZOU KA ZEl TNV YUX?. ZOUL TOEKOUPNVEL TO LLAA?.
E2al aTo TIG EUTEIPIK G AAPOEI1EC {W?C TIOU PA01 HOC EVOUUXO APVOAUONTTE VO T POOEXTOUE
OK?Un Kol aTov 2010 Jo¢ TOV EQUT?.

Oa XapaKT?p1{a TN ypa@? 1oV MTIKET TIOVNP?, BA?0QN N, TPOTIN 0Q?PA TIY2DA CUVEIS?0EWV KAl
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OVTIAAPELV.
2101 AVETAI APXIK?, 2101 oL (€l ETNPAVEIOK?.

TNV 0LVC70 UWG ENVAL 200G ?TI THO YW?010 ?XEl YPOPTE? TOT?.

Enal evTia og K70 TAG?010 2pvnong, a€ K70 Hop@? KATad KN ¢, TEPIBwploTio?ong Kal Bav?tou.
Enal wd? otnv eAeuBep?a
OK2UNG-AYOU, OTNV TIPOAYUATIK? Oy?1m, TNV avepwri? Kol TN A?tpwon Ao K?20€ KaTtaduv?0TeLon.

KaA? avyvwon!!
MOAAO?C AOTIOUOC.
elham says
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Huda Y ahya says
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Pooya Kiani says
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K.D. Absolutely says

So far thisismy favorite Beckett. Especially the first half of the book when the 80 something-year old
protagonist Maloneisin acell, lying on abed, naked. Then the narration isthat of afirst-person anditis
amost replete of the wordplays that | encountered in Watt (4 stars) and in the first book of this "trilogy”
Molloy (4 stars). This added to the many reasons why | think Samuel Beckett (1906-1989) was a genius. he
had so many styles and he was brilliant in any of them. Thereis no real solid connections between his books,
even "Molloy" (book 1) and this"Malone Dies' (book 2) except when the protagonist (Beckett really) out of
the blue mentions to the characters in the other Beckett novels like Malloy, Moran, Mercier and Camier and
Murphy. Well, those are the only ones | have read about already. There are other names that | came across
while reading and they actually made me confused until | realized that maybe they are some charactersin the
other works of Beckett.
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| read this book almost the same time as John Irving's The World According to Garp (3 stars). | have been
doing this simultaneous reading of books. When | get tired reading one book, | shift to the other. In my mind,
whichever | finish first isthe winner regardless of the book's length. For most people and thisis not to
degrade anybody, | think it would have been the plot-driven Garp as a surefire winner. However, for me, |
liked Malone more because it made me introspective especially on how | see myself asavery old man
without the things that | currently enjoy: work, new books and luxuries that go with being young. Maybe |
and my wife will be alone in our empty house and | will most of the time be reading my old books while
lying in bed waiting for my death or something. Well, obviously, this does not mean that any book about
dying man is on the top of my favorite books' list. Beckett is different. His words can make even the
dropping of apencil feelslike verses from the Book of Revelation. He has, in here Malone Dies adisquieting
mood and tone that one can't help but chase every word and phrase including the most famous line: "Nothing
ismorereal than nothing."

Then if Molloy has M oran, Malone has Macmann who is this boy that seems like actually an ater-ego of
the old Malone. It isasif Beckett would not want to bore you reading areally old man's woes in the cell that
he (Beckett) needs to bring you out for some action. So enters Sapo but Malone hates his name so he changes
it to Macmann. The boy has an archenemy who later turns out to be a prison warden called L emudl. In the
end, we know that Maloneis still in his cell writing the story of Macmann but we don't know what happens
to that boy because in the end it is Lemuel (being the guard) who isin control of what happens to Macmann
(being one of the inmates). But we know that Malone is the one in control of everything (being the writer)
who is still inthe cell, lying in bed, naked. He holds the pen pushing it to his paper.

Amazing. Really amazing.
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