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A home for the drifter

Cordell Winterman is haunted by his mistakes—and the years spent paying for them. Broke and hungry, he
takes a job as a hired man on Eleanor Malloy’s farm.

Eleanor needs help. Desperately. Her kids are running wild and the place is held up by spit and rust. But as
Cord helps her set her home to rights, Eleanor realizes she doesn’t just need this enigmatic drifter with
hunger in his eyes…she wants him, too!
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Mary E Trimble says

The Hired Man, a historical novel by Lynna Banning, captures the hard-scrabble farm life of 1850's Oregon.

Cordell Winterman intends to go to California to look for work, but first he needs work now. He’s broke and
hungry. And he has a past. At times he wonders if he’ll ever feel normal again. He sees a newspaper ad for a
position as a hired man on a farm and rides out to inquire about a temporary job. Although the apple orchard
in bloom is a nice sight, everything else about the place is dismal. The farm is sorely neglected.

Eleanor Malloy can barely manage to keep her children fed. Money is tight, but it’s her health that keeps her
feeling so tired and helpless. She’s had pneumonia and it will take time to get her strength back. Is she a
widow? There seems to be no husband.

Cordell and Eleanor agree that he’ll work as her hired hand, but the pay will have to be his room and
board—she won’t have money to pay him until the apple trees bear fruit. Cordell’s work is obvious–almost
everything needs repair. But it’s just not the rickety buildings that need his attention. This family needs so
much more....

The Hired Man is a love story complicated with his unsavory past and her questionable marital status. Lynna
Banning does a good job painting a picture of mid-1800's Oregon, capturing the essence of rural life.

Susan says

Good book. Cord is on his way to California to restart his life, but in the meantime, he is broke and hungry.
Spotting a newspaper ad for a hired man, he heads to Eleanor Malloy's farm to apply for the job. The sight of
her apple trees in bloom appeals to something within him and the state of the farm to his desire to be needed.

Ellie is desperate for help. She is recovering from pneumonia and can't keep up with the work. Her nine-
year-old son and five-year-old daughter need more attention than she can give them right now. Cord's arrival
is just what she needs to keep going.

I liked both Cord and Ellie and the development of their relationship. Cord is haunted by his past, both the
things he did during the war and what happened after. He hopes that the new start in California will help him
feel normal again. In the meantime, working for Ellie will keep body and soul together. I liked the way that
Cord immediately felt protective of Ellie and her family. It was really sweet to see him care for her as she
recovered from her illness. I also loved how he became a role model for Danny and taught him the things a
boy needed to know. He was also great with little Molly. There were sweet and funny scenes throughout the
book as Cord dealt with various issues with the kids. I also liked Ellie. She has worked hard to keep the farm
and family going since her husband left for the war and never returned. I liked that she was smart enough to
have the property put in her own name when Tom didn't come back. She is protective of her children which
causes a few conflicts between herself and Cord when their views don't match up. She is also stubborn and
determined, frequently to the point of collapse.

I enjoyed the development of the relationship between Cord and Ellie. It progressed past employer and
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employee to friends very quickly. There was also an attraction that simmered below the surface, but both
tried to ignore it. Cord is only there temporarily until he can move on to California, and Ellie isn't sure what
her marital status is. She doesn't know if she is a wife or a widow, so she won't give in to whatever she might
feel. I loved Cord's protectiveness toward Ellie, from the way he took care of her to how he watched the men
who came to visit her. I also enjoyed seeing him try to cope with his jealousy regarding those same men.
Though Ellie was wary of Cord at the beginning, she quickly came to depend on him. The way he made her
feel was very different than what she had experienced with her husband. I liked seeing them grow closer and
how they began feeling like a family. Cord found himself dreaming of staying, but his past mistakes kept
him from believing it was possible. Then an unexpected and unwelcome visitor arrived. Cord's protective
instincts really came to the forefront then. Ellie was also cautious and came to depend even more on Cord.
There were definitely signs that the visitor was bad news. I liked the way that Cord suspected the truth and
the steps he took to protect Ellie and the children. The ending was intense and kept me on the edge of my
seat as I wondered how it was going to work out. I loved the epilogue and Cord's comment right before they
got married.

Kimber Li says

Read my complete review on my blog- https://kimberliweb.wordpress.com/201...

S Unknown says

Excellent Sweet Romance

I loved this book! It has a wonderful hero, Cord and heroine, Eleanor. From the time I started reading the
story it pulled me in and I didn't want to stop until I finished. Really good sweet romance!

Toni Mcintire says

I won this book on Goodreads. I enjoyed the book. I was expecting more of a "cowboy" type western, but
was not disappointed in the book. Cord is drifting by. Eleanor is trying to keep her farm surviving. Cord
needs a job. Eleanor needs a hired man but has no money to pay him. Cord stays and works for room and
board. He sleeps in the hayloft that he gets to share with a mama cat and her kittens. He eats with the family
and develops a good relationship with Eleanor's young children.

Eleanor's health is not good. She cannot do the things around the farm that she used to do. Her husband left
to go fight in the war but even though the war is now over he has not returned. After 7 years she does not
know if she is a married woman or a widow.

Lynna Banning does a good job of building the attraction that grows between Cord and Eleanor. The
bonding between Cord and the children. The way he skillfully avoids that women in town who gravitate
towards him. And lets you feel the tension when Eleanor's husband Tom shows back up.


