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Fifteen-year-old Raleigh Harmon finally conguers her worst fear—by trespassing—and can't wait to tell her
best friend, a smart-mouthed physics genius girl named Drew Levinson.

Only Drew’ s gone. Really gone.

Everybody says Drew ran away. But that only skyrockets Raleigh’ s suspicions. Drew Levinson isthe least
impulsive person she knows.

Armed with her rock hammer, an encyclopedic knowledge of city criminal codes, and a stubborn streak wide
as the Chesapeake Bay, Raleigh scours her hometown for clues. But not even the cops are on her side. ?
Was Drew meeting somebody in secret? Escaping her loony parents?

Or is Raleigh’ s hunch dead-on: her best friend didn’'t choose to leave.

Stone and Spark is the first book in the Raleigh Harmon mystery series introducing the girl who will become
aforensic geologist and FBI agent—provided she survives the high school years.
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Olivia says

| pushed myself to finish this book mainly because | couldn't stand not knowing how it would end. On a
general rating | might give this three stars because it held my attention and there were some great moments
throughout, but because of content and lack of Spiritual content, | was pretty disappointed by this book.

What | didn't like:

-There were at least a half a dozen profanities of God's name. Guys, that's not okay at. all.

-Several uses of one swear word, as well as a couple other euphemisms that just aren't nice. Not okay.
-There were a couple moments of prayer and one scene at church (that was actually really good), but at the
sametimeit felt so lacking. | don't know, it felt like Raleigh should have learned alot more things from the
whole experience. It would have been a big boost for the story.

-Raleigh does alot of lying and going behind her parents. Once again, not very encouraging for teenagers
who want to do what's right. Even at the end she didn't seem extremely bothered that she lied (especialy
because her wrong actions end so well!)

-There are a couple other reasons why | would be hesitant to hand this book to someone. There are a couple
conversations about a rape (pretty non-detailed), and a couple scenes of worldly lifestyles that once again
made it seem like a general fiction book.

| did like Raleigh pretty well, and DeMott was a nice fellow, except it was strange he would consider
spending so much time with a brat from school when he seemed so clean-cut.

All in al I wouldn't recommend this book, but | do like the authors style of writing. | doubt I'll be reading
more by her in the future or not.

Lisa says

Thisisagreat prequel to the Raleigh Harmon series. It gives background to Raleigh that helps understand
her more. All Raleigh Harmon fans need to read this one.

Karina says

The perfect beginning to Raleigh Harmon's story. Superbly delvesinto all the facets that define Raleigh, yet
leaves you on pins an needles waiting to read more.

Becky says

Could. Not. Put. This. Down! Raleigh's frustration and anger with her professor Teddy's seemingly-reluctant
help with the search parallels her ambivalent relationship with God. The "red herrings' are plentiful - | was
completely surprised with the ending. Excellent thought-provoking mystery!
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C.J. Darlington says

Just finished this book for the second time, and it was just as enjoyable. | stand by everything | said in my
first review.

LOVED! Sibella hits the mark once again with this prequel to her awesome Raleigh Harmon series. In Stone
and Spark, Raleigh isfifteen and just starting to get into geology. It was so neat to follow her at this age and
nod my head at some of the familiar people and landmarks | know will play an important role in the "adult"
books. It feelslike Sibellawas truly freein her writing of S& P, like she got the chance to truly write the
story of her heart as it shows on the page. The depth, grit, and suspense we've come to love from her penis
here in spades. | looked forward to every moment | spent reading this one, and was sorely disappointed when
it ended. More please!

Grace says

| really enjoy these Harmon mysteries. Thisis my second, but this one differs from thefirst in that thisis
about when Raleigh isjust ateen. Even so | found myself pulled into the story and it was just as hard to put
down asthefirst one | read (The Stones Cry Out). The writing is so insightful. For example when Raleigh
has a conversation with a fellow classmate, Tinsley, whom she distrusts for good reason, she describes her
thisway. "I notice her skin...not ablemish. | decide evil had to look this good or else we would immediately
recognizeit." It reminded me of something | read in Proverbs that very day.

Raleigh has athing for geology and uses that to put the pieces together to solve the mystery of her missing
bestfriend. Y ou would, of course, expect there to be sometalk about rocks and soils. One of the cluesis
about an unpronounceable kind of rock called, "Petersburg Batholith". Thisis how it isdefined. "* Typically
a homogenous pluton but subdivides into four distinct units. Granite gneiss, foliated granite, megacrystic
granite, porphorytic grand and suidiomorphic granite.” Our young detective, Raleigh then says, "Geology
definitions-like al the adjectives are beating up the nouns." A clever way to describe such a glunk of words.

The author has alot of perceptive and witty phrases throughout the book. Sheis able to balance serious
matters while throwing in funny stuff without diminishing the integrity of the story or making it flippant. It
all works together.

Another two thumbs up for this author

Katherine says

Stone and Spark isa six star book!

Susan Barton says

Raleigh Harmon is a fifteen-year-old high schooler who doesn’t have friends — except for her best friend,
Drew Levinson. The two girls bonded afew years back because they share the same brainy intelligence and
similar family issues. When Drew goes missing, Raleigh has a difficult time getting anyone to consider that
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Drew has been abducted — including Drew’ s dysfunctional parents. Will Raleigh be able to solve Drew’s
disappearance before it’ s too late?

| enjoyed this book on many levels. | love books that place girlsin strong, intelligent roles and this one
definitely does this. Although there were slight romantic undertones, they never took over the bulk of the
book. The characters are genuine and realistic. The author’ s writing is witty, intelligent and engaging. All of
these things combined make a compelling and highly appealing Y A book.

The one thing | would say isthat the book seemed to drag alittle bit here and there — particularly early onin
the story. However, when things did get going, they moved along nicely. There's plenty of mystery and
suspense to keep readers interested until the end.

Overal, I'd say Stone and Spark is awonderful book for teens and adults. It'sa great way to get afed for
the author’ s writing and the rest of the books in this series. Recommended!

5 of 5 Stars, Susan Barton, http://ebookreviewgal.com

Deena says

I've read nearly all of Sibella Giorello's booksin her Raleigh Harmon mystery series. The stories are intense
and packed with descriptive geological information.

Not long ago, | discovered Giorello had written three prequel novels to the series, with Raleigh as a teenaged
amateur detective. So | ordered "Stone and Spark" and settled in for what | thought would be a quick and
enjoyable story.

When you pick up abook that's geared toward a young adult audience, you have certain expectations.
Especially if you are familiar with the high octane thrillers written for adults. Less intense action, a simpler

plot, and alighter tone.

Wow, was | wrong! Young Raleigh isjust as passionate and intent on solving cases and seeking justice as
grown up Raleigh. And when her best friend goes missing, Raleigh leaves no stone unturned. . literally!

Sprinkled throughout " Stone and Spark” are elements typical of life as ateen: mean girls, crushes, poor
judgment, and a dysfunctional home life.

But the case isjust as intense, the geological forensics just as authentic, and the heroine detective just as
determined to find answers.

Top notch writing, and good luck trying to figure it out before Raleigh does!

Marion says

Thiswas my first book by this author, and | enjoyed the many layersto this mystery. | look forward to the
rest of the series and moving onto the books of Raleigh as an adult.
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Denise Zendel says

Fifteen-year-old Raleigh Harmon is brilliant, doesn't suffer fools gladly, doesn’t fit in with the popular
crowd (or at all) at school, has a certifiably unstable mother, a perfect older sister, a smart mouth, and a bff
she' d take a bullet for. When her bff goes missing, no one believes the disappearance is for real — Drew had
run away before, so everyone thinks she' s just done it again for attention. Small clues everyone else misses
cause Raleigh to think not only is the disappearance real, but Drew isin some serious trouble. Armed with
one rock hammer, an encyclopedic knowledge of city criminal codes (gained from hanging out in her father
the judge’ s courtroom), and a stubborn streak, Raleigh searches for clues, and stumblesinto what will be her
life' swork.

This story iswritten in first person present tense, and that annoyed me enough to give serious consideration
to hitting the delete key. But | was on an elliptical at the time and didn’t want to slow down to pick another
book, so | stuck withit. And I'mglad | did.

Raleigh isacompelling character. Her situation rings true — the feeling awkward and insecure, frustrated by
most of the adultsin her life minimizing her, having obsessive interests, marking time at home until she can
get the hell away from her mentally unstable mother who thinks Raleigh isn’t her “real” daughter. | like that
Raleigh’sfather is an island of safety for her, and doesn’t treat her like a child. | also enjoyed the relationship
between Raleigh and Drew (they are drawn together because of their intelligence and the common ground of
having a damaged family unit), and how Raleigh uses science to solve the mystery. The author perfectly
captures the hell that is high school and adolescent awkwardness. And that ending —wow, didn’t see that
coming.

Stone and Spark is the prequel to a series featuring Raleigh as an FBI agent with a specialty in forensic
geology. | haven't read any of that yet, but | likely will. I’m curious to see what becomes of Raleigh as an
adult. (I did check and it seems to be written in first person past tense, which | find more enjoyable.) Despite
my irritation with the writing style of this book, | liked the plot and characters enough to order book 2 in the
serieswhen | was done. If you like gritty, realistic mysteries with relatable protagonists, give thisatry.

Linda Kay Orpet says

Adult readers!

| love the words used. Descriptions like a pumpkin pie and lemon meringue pie to describe two girlsin prom
dresses. So many plot elements successfully wound together: teacher/ student; parent/ child; mental illness/
family life; emotions logic; evidence/assumptions. The use of forensic geology brought back memories of a
college Earth Science course. Thoroughly enjoyable book. Will find the next book .

Kandra says

If | could award this book more than five stars, | would. It kept me glued to the pages al day. | was not
surprised, though, since | am truly afan of this gifted author and her intrepid heroine, Raleigh Harmon. It
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was a unique treat to be able to join fifteen-year-old Raleigh on one of her first big mysteries, even whilefive
of her grown-up sagas reside on my bookshelf. Sheis such areal person to me...the writing is that good!
Where do | begin, in reviewing the book? | need to tell you that | had to go back and reread the last three
chapters to make sure | got the sequence of events. Thefirst timel read it, the angst was so gripping and the
fear was so redl...the suspense was really killing me! | was reading way too fast, just to make sure that
Raleigh was going to be okay!

The whole book unfoldsin typical Sibella Giorello style, though. There are al the subplots of Raleigh's
relationship with her dad, Raleigh's relationship with her mother, and then the new relationship sheisjust
beginning with the interesting DeMott Feilding. The only one that was new to me was the biggest one of this
book, prabably...her friendship with Drew, who has awhole passel of problems of her own.

Conflict plays a huge part in these books, and | think that's what makes them interesting and haunting.
Raleigh lives with alot of sadness and alot of knowledge beyond her years. Even as ateen, sheis aready
telling us there is no such thing as luck. She is already speaking with the voice she will use in the five great
books yet to come.

It might not be everyone's cup of tea, but | loved this book so much. It satisfied that craving of waiting so
long for another Raleigh Harmon book to be produced. | really look forward to more in the future. Now that
I have met the young Raleigh, | think I will revisit my bookshelf and enjoy those grown-up mysteries, one at
atime.

Thank you, Sibella, for giving us yet another fine story to enjoy. It was totally worth the wait!

Jacqui says

Stone and Spark tellsthe first part of Raleigh’s story and gives you an insight as to what she experienced as a
youngster which influenced her career decisions later on. The prequel seriesis YA based, leading to amore
adult series as shejoins the FBI.

Raleigh’ s best friend Drew is missing. Y es, she has run away once before but thisis different. For one thing,
her bikeis still at the school, and the lock holding it in place has been looped incorrectly and not reset to
zero. Anyone who knows Drew knows thisis not right. Drew is smart; super-smart, and isa stickler for
statistics and thingsin their right places. When Drew doesn’t pitch up for her lunch meeting with Raleigh at
Titus' s burger place, Raleigh knows something is wrong. But the more she tries to convince the adults
around her, the more they don't believe her. Her dad has enough on his plate, being ajudge by day and her
mother’ s keeper the rest of the time. Drew’s mom lives in a bottle and Drew’s dad doesn’t care. Raleigh
decides to play detective and is helped by her Geology teacher to look for clues beyond the obvious. To find
signs where there should be none. So with just arock hammer, a decent knowledge of the law, and a can-do
attitude, Raleigh is determined to find Drew. The odds are against her — but when has that ever stopped her?

Having downloaded this as a free book and never read any of the Raleigh Harmon series, | was pleasantly
surprised. While not featured alot in the book, | loved Drew’ s smarty pants character and the fact that no
matter what others thought of her, that she was true to herself. Raleigh was a very interesting character. The
number of times she snuck out of the house or did something she was told not to do was astounding. It
served her well later, but I’m sure her dad was pushed to the limit. Her mother’ s mental health issues and the
effects that her medication had on her must have been very scary for Raleigh. To be constantly accused of
not being her daughter, to not knowing which side of her mom was out must really have taken atoll. | liked
the way that baseball played an integral part in the story, and how it weaved the burger place (with its side
story) to the quarry to the character of DeMott. | would like to have known alot more about DeMott but |
guessthat is brought up in other stories. Bar the Geology teacher; the staff in her school were awful — so
disrespectful and condescending. About halfway through you start to figure out where the story is going,
only to find out you were completely wrong. | really liked the twists and turns.
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A very well-written and easy to read book with interesting characters and an exciting story. The bonus was
that | learnt a heck of alot about geology too! Definitely recommended.

Courtney says

Wow.
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