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Is it really better to have loved and lost than never to have loved at all?

Tara Tremaine is a woman with a mission – to pick up the pieces of a life she turned her back on and win
back her estranged husband, Danny. Nothing will stand in Tara’s way, least of all the dangerous secret that
drove them apart or Danny’s growing feelings for another woman…

Since arriving in Polwenna Bay hardworking vicar Jules Mathieson has put duty above her own heart. Jules
adores her new life by the sea and secretly loves troubled war veteran, Danny Tremaine. When Tara returns
Jules knows stepping away from him is the right thing to do, no matter how much it hurts.

Danny Tremaine’s world has been shattered. With life-changing injuries, a wife who’s walked away and his
glittering military career abruptly over, he returns to the family home to a rebuild his broken body and heart.
Danny knows his friendship with Jules could blossom into more but allowing this to happen will come at a
very high price - one that could cost him everything.

With Christmas fast approaching Jules, Danny and Tara are not the only people in the village with secrets
and long cherished dreams. Maybe with a little seasonal magic, some winter wishes really will come true?
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From Reader Review Winter Wishes for online ebook

Miss A says

If you can make your way through the tedious and somewhat verbose descriptions of the cornish village
there is almost a nice story. The whole book lacked pace, drama and intrigue in the main. I felt for 90% of
the book I could probably draw a map of the town but no idea about the people or relationships. The last
10% was a bit of a saving grace though I only got to read this through my persistence rather than any love or
compassion for even one character.

Overly verbose in regards to the landscape and town, lacking in characterisation and generally disappointing!

Ann Cooper says

This is the 3rd book in the Polwenna Bay series and it concentrates on Jules, the vicar and Danny Tremaine,
the damaged war hero.

This book is written so sensitively and I really felt for Jules and Danny. It's all about secrets and trust and it
just doesn't seem possible that they can ever achieve their happy ever after.

As they follow a tortuous path, the other members of the family and the residents of Polwenna Bay form a
backdrop which can be very funny at times. We also meet Danny's estranged wife, Tara and the new doctor
as well. It's always nice when new characters arrive and I enjoyed seeing them fit in with others and each
other. There was one very funny line about Nurofen that made me laugh out loud!

Think this one is my favourite. I hope Issy is next but what I would really like would be a retrospective book
looking back at Alice's life and loves.

I received an ARC in exchange for an honest review.

Nicola Clough says

I so love this series and lovely to go back to the cornish village. Julie's the vicar is enjoying working in the
village but she is falling for Dan but can she forgive that he has a child and left his wife but can they sort it
out and be happy or will they end up going separate ways. Well worth reading a true village life book.

Claire Mc Partlin says

I've read the previous books in this series, but had somehow lost track of it for a while, but I am so glad I'm
back in Polwenna Bay as this is such a fabulous series.

Even though it's been a couple of years since I read the last one I remembered the family and the characters,
which goes to show how memorable it was in the first place. This book deals with Jules and Danny's
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relationship. Jules is the vicar and is such a lovely character, always looking out for other people and putting
herself second. Danny is separated from his wife Tara and they have a wonderful young son, Morgan, who
they both adore. Danny and Tara split up for reasons that are revealed in this book, and as much as Jules is
falling for Danny she refuses to have anything to do with him for most of the book as Tara has reappeared in
Polwenna and wants to make a go of their marriage, even though Danny says there is absolutely no way that
is happening. But Jules can't go against her vows and if there is any way of them making a go of their
marriage she doesn't want to be in the way.

There are various other characters that are just as interesting as the main ones and secrets to be revealed -
why is 'Poison' Ivy so nasty to everyone, who is the Polwenna Bay Angel, who keeps donating large amounts
to the church, who is the theatrical looking writer Caspar, and who is the villager who wrote the saucy
Blackwarren novel and is keeping it a big secret? (I really didn't see that one coming!) I even came to like
Tara, who was really the 'bad' character. She'd just made a mistake, albeit a big one, but had grown up a lot
since then and was really trying - and she was such a good Mum, she adored her son.

Really lovely book set in Cornwall with a lovely Christmas vibe. Highly recommended.

Grncapri14 says

Addicting!

I stumbled on the first of the series on the people of Polwenna Bay. Then I read the second one and now the
third one. Great descriptions of the area. Each book has its main characters but others shared the stage, even
into the next book. I will have to binge read the rest of the series. Stories that warm your heart.

Grass monster says

Well, well, well, Ruth does it again. I have been a fan of Ruth for a long time and couldnt wait to get into
this latest release. Although we are back in Polwenna Bay you dont have to of read the first two books in the
series to know about Polwenna. This can be read as a standalone.
I think this has to be one of my favourites. I just love how Ruth explains things in such detail and uses words
that make you and the place feel so magical.
I love the charactors and watchng how they all came to life in various situations. A few surprises on the way
aswell. Tara turned out to be likeable, Jules is one groovy Vicar, Danny is the man and how cute is Morgan!.
Loved that the book was full of snow, it made me feel so Christmasy. Well done Ruth and as i also live here
im off to find St Wenn's Well.

Georgina Gowland says

This is the first book written by Ruth Saberton that I have read and it certainly won’t be the last. I was given
the opportunity to preview this book before publication and, although this author had been on my radar for
some time, I hadn’t actually read any of her books. Big mistake!

Winter Wishes is the third in a series of books subtitled Polwenna Bay and set in a small fishing village in
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Cornwall. The story revolves around the people who live in the village and how they interact with each
other. I don’t know Cornwall that well but I assume the small villages nestled around the bays in Cornwall
are similar to most close knit communities in that everyone knows each other and their business.

Saberton has peopled her village with believable characters with a principal family, the Tremaines, taking
centre stage. I suspect that as this isn’t the first book in the series that reading the first two would have been
useful to understand all the ins and outs of this family. However, the author has been clever in making this a
standalone book and not knowing the past history does not distract from the story. In fact, this book has
motivated me to download the first two to my Kindle so I can find out the past history.

There is a good resume of the story in the description of the book on Amazon but the one character I found
really intriguing was a miserable older woman that had recently come to the village who, from the outset,
seemed to want to upset everyone with her bad manners and general nastiness. Why was she like this? Let
me tell you that this is one of a number of threads that are satisfactorily resolved by the closing chapter. I’m
sure there is at least one character in this book that all women would identify with at different times of their
lives which I feel is what makes it such a good read.

The main theme of the book is that we all have secrets and make mistakes – it’s how we deal with those
mistakes and move on that matters. I would certainly recommend this book as an excellent ‘feel good’ book
to snuggle up with in front of the fire on a cold winter’s evening. You won’t be disappointed.

Ellen White says

Cornish village and Jules.is the vicar. A love she has found with Danny. Then his wife comes back
determined to win him back. He and his body have been through so much, a career has ended, did he want
Tara back. It was secrets that did the damaged to their marriage.With Christmas, and magic is needed for
them and the town and the secrets they hold. Good enjoyable story to see how it will end.

Carol A White says

O want more!!!!!!

This is a most enchanting trilogy. I l laughed, cried and went through just about every emotion. I will miss
these characters and hopefully will get a chance to share their lives,lives and adventures again when you
write about them again. Thank you for the hours of enjoyment that this tri!got gas given me. Please l
Keep me informed as to future plans for this series. cawcew1@ptd.net

Jo Hughes says

I would like to thank Ruth Saberton for sending me a copy of this book in exchange for a fair and honest
review.

I've got to say I've been waiting to read this book for months, especially when Ruth told me Jules and Danny
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would be the main characters in this book. Ruth really pulls at the heart strings with this story. In the
beginning, I wanted to hate Danny's wife Tara especially as she wanted Danny back., Jules thought that it
would be for the best if they made a go of their marriage despite Danny telling her it was over.

I love all the characters in these books and really look forward to catching up with them with each
installment. I love the drama that Ruth interweaves into the story around the village of Polwenna Bay.
Reading this is like catching up with old friends and there are lots of lovely people in Polwenna and some
not so nice.

Once again, I loved Danny's son Morgan and he is one of my favourite characters of the whole books. Danny
isn't the usual handsome hero, he has been injured in the army, but Ruth makes it clear that although his
accident has changed him his is still a hero.

A fantastic addition to the series and can't wait to read the next book. Once I started this book I would say I
will read another chapter and ended up staying up until three am.

Book-shelf Shelf says

I am so in love with this series. Honestly this is the best book series in a while... its better than Eastenders. In
this book we learn about Dan and Jules. Dan has not had it easy after been hurt in war, then becoming a
drinker with a seriously bad attitude, but Jules has come into the village and not pussy footed Dan at all.
Infant as the local Vicar, Jules has helped Dan clean up his act and they have become best friends. That is,
until Tara, Dans ex comes back and Jules must step aside to save their marriage.
Ruth writes from the heart and entertains with all the characters and the goings on. The characters are people
you could meet every day on the street and in your own family! The descriptions of Cornwall are so good
you can believe your there. This is book number 3 in the series, but you can read it alone... however I
seriously recommend reading the lot. I can't wait for number 4!!

Lisa says

I was very fortunate to be given a pre-release copy of this, the 3rd book in the Polwenna Bay series, and I
have to say it is my favourite so far. You don't need to have read the previous two books in the series to
enjoy this, as each book concentrates on different characters within the fishing village in Cornwall, with the
other characters popping up. Having said that, you will want to read the others after reading this!

This installment centres around the fairly new vicar Jules, a woman we can all empathise with, who struggles
with her weight and her heart. It tells the story of her friendship with local Danny and his issues dealing with
ex-wife Tara and the disabilities he is left with following his service in the armed forces.

This is a sensitive, warm and in places funny read, which will draw you in from the start. I couldn't put it
down and have learned to love the fictional village and it's occupants through Ruth's excellent writing. It will
lift you and put you in the Christmas spirit for sure.
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Trish Palmer says

.

Thrilled to have read the developing story which is set in my beautiful home county of 6 years. Thank you.

Adele says

This is the third instalment in the Polwenna Bay series. We were first introduced to the wonderful village of
Polwenna Bay and its residents back in May this year. From the first few pages of the first book I fell in love
with the idyllic location of this picturesque, homely quayside village in Cornwall. The Tremaine family
consisting of Alice the wonderful, wise, caring grandma to Jimmy the father, who has been a little lost but is
having fun finding himself again much to the dismay of his children Jake, Danny, Mo, Symon, Zak, Nick
and Issie play a huge part in the village and in Ruth’s stories. I soon found myself falling in love with the
characters and learning about their individual personalities. Ruth writes in such a way that you begin to treat
the written characters as friends and after reading each instalment in the Polwenna Bay series you are eagerly
looking forward to the next story … which is how I have been since reading book 2.

I have to admit Danny is one of my favourites in the Tremaine family, he has suffered greatly in the past and
a tragic event during a tour of duty during his army career has left his life in pieces but slowly with the help
of Jules, the new reverend of the village church, his life is being put back together.

This new story focuses mainly on Danny. With the unexpected arrival of his estranged wife and son during
one cold night in late October Danny is left very confused and angry as he felt his life was beginning to look
happy and settled. Danny’s estranged wife, Tara, is hoping for a second chance with Danny. However,
secrets from Danny and Tara’s past are difficult to forget. Prior to Tara’s return to the village Danny and
Jules had become very close and more than platonic feelings for each other were felt. Jules was fighting with
her strong feelings for Danny and was struggling with her faith.

Another new arrival in the village, Ivy, an old woman with no history or family in the area. Ivy was a
cantankerous old lady and was very set in her ways. Ivy spent a lot of time upsetting people but there was
more to Ivy’s story behind her grouchy exterior.

We are also introduced to a further interloper, Caspar Owen, an eccentric author who has moved into a
cottage in the village to try and find his writing muse.

This story was everything I have come to expect from Ruth. It was filled with characters to fall in love with,
an idyllic location, a wonderful, romantic storyline which at times felt quite magical. I always enjoy a story
set around Christmas time as it tends to hold a little more magic than any other time of year, as Christmas is
a time when we can hope our wishes come true. A beautiful, heartfelt and heartwarming 5/5* read.

Bring on the next instalment in Polwenna Bay …

Carlin says
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Wonderful to be back in Polwenna Bay with all its wonderful inhabitants. It's 4:40 in the morning and I've
been reading till i finished. This story may bee my favorite in the series. But now I can't wait for the next
one.


