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Jamie and Ned are twins. They do everything together: riding their bikes, beachcombing outside their house,
watching their favourite episodes of Star Trek.

But Ned is sick, and one day, he may leave Jamie behind.

When they discover a strange creature on the beach, Ned wants one more adventure and decides to keep him
secretly in their garage. But Jamie begins to hope that the creature might bring some miracle, and stop his
brother from going where he can no longer follow . . .
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Maria says

I thought this book was going to be about the fish/monster/mermaid the boys found....a good mystery....but it
isnot. Yes there this merman character but the story is really about the two boys. Oneisvery sick and that is
the real focus of the book. Not about the maermaid :-( so there are no thrilling details.

Clean language - good for 4/5/6 graders. A little sad at the end b/c you know death is coming. But death does
not mean an end, but of alife that was lived and one that should be lived --- that isreally the theme of the
book.

Esther says

Ondanks dat dit boek iets meer voor jongere kinderen is, heb ik erg genoten van dit boek. Wat een prachtig
verhaal!

Jake Castaneda says

This my my review on the book, "Not As We Know It" by Tom Avery. | really enjoyed thisbook, asitis
filled with mystery and wonderful tension like feeling which glued me to the story. This book is more on the
short-read side of books, asit has 159 pages. The book has events which pass by quickly, but they very welly
executed and they make the story great. The way this story was built was a perfect way to put them together
and make a great story.

This book is about atwo brothers, Jamie and Ned, who love to explore. They live pretty much right on a
beach, and they love to head down there especially after storms to see what they could find, hoping for
treasure and other interesting things. They both love to go on adventures together, and there is a strong
connection between them. Although, they both do not go to school because of an issue Ned has, which
causes him to continuously always be coughing, and he has gunk in hislungs and al that sort of stuff. The
two also love star trek, and Ned loves to repeat his favorite quotes from the shows, and him and Jamie
compare him to Captain Kirk, who is a brave character from star trek. Ned is very brave, and he does not
have much caution about things, as Jamie seems to have. Anyway, while exploring the beach one day, they
had really found nothing util Ned spots a mound of seaweeds on the shore. They decide to check it out and
find a mysterious creature, which looks like it has the features of afish and a human. The brothers decide to
take it home and keep it in atub in their garage. The brothers feed it fish, and Ned becomes very comfortable
around the strange creature. The brothers Granddad was a very successful fisherman, and he tells the boys
stories of mermen and myths about them. The brothers kept their fishy friend secret, but used their
Granddad's stories to try and help them try and determine what the creature is. Jamie soon believes that the
creature came to help cure Ned, as hisillness got worse and worse. But Ned has a plan, which is much
different than Jamie's.

Jamie misses school to always be with Ned because he has always feared the risk of losing him when heis
not there. After Ned could no longer go to school, they kept Jamie in but would always run away and come
home. So his parents decided they might as well keep him out too. Since then, they have always been
together and they were best friends. So once they found this creature, Jamie hoped that according to the
stories that he had come to heal Ned. But Ned has gone to the doctor with his parents for check ups often,
and it looked like there was not much hope remaining for Ned. Ned also tells Jamie that this creature would
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be their last adventure, and Jamie struggles with thisidea. Jamie does not know the kind of plan Ned has
planned, but the creature and Ned seem to know everything they have to do.

The theme of this story is mostly pretty much friendship between the two brothers and their adventures.
There was so much behind this whole creature that they found. Their Granddad had told them ancient stories
of how sailors have been sick on their ships with no hope, and then they disappear al of a sudden. There are
rumors that those sailors joined the world of the mermen. Ned and the creature have a connection and know
that Ned's story would end like the sailor's. But the theme really is friendship, because really do every thing
together and Jamie never wants to let Ned go, and so doesn't Ned, but Ned does have a plan.

So pretty much in the end, once Ned is redlly sick, he doesn't have much time and Jamie waits upon a
miracle from the creature. But Ned tells Jamie that he doesn't have much hope, and that all the peoplein the
stories never made it. Jamie does not want to believe this and he becomes very sad. Anyway they both agree
that it istimeto finally let go of the creature and release him to his true home and to his family out in the
depths of the sea. That night their mother had told them to stay home, as Ned needed to be kept warm and
inside. But that night Ned left out to the sea without Jamie, and Jamie then wakes to find Ned had gone just a
bit ago. So he hops on his bike and races after Ned, and even a police officer comes after them, and he does
know the boys very well, but he followed them to see what he was up to. He then sees Ned jump into the
ocean with the creature. Jamie divesin and never finds Ned again. His family was devastated and they had
the coast guard search and search but they never found him. Jamie never tells his family about the merman
because he thought they would never believe him and think he'd gone mad. Jamie is devastated by this as he
never understood what Ned had.

This story was told through the first person view of Jamie, which really had a huge effect on the story. This
is such abig factor in the story because it gives the reader all the access to what Jamie is thinking, but it
really gives the reader tension too because we cannot see what Ned know about the creature obviously, and
that iswhat holds the story together. We could see the emotions that Jamie has about Ned, and that is a huge
factor to making the story great. If it had been from Ned's point of view the story would be completely
different, and that is not in a bad way. We would have sooooo much more information but still lots less since
we wouldn't know about Jamie's feelings. So | really think the Point of view of the story had a big effect
positively and negatively in some ways.

| really like how well the author used his sequence of events for the story. The story always had me glued to
it, and there weren't many points where | was sick of reading it, and that just shows the book is a success
because readers are locked in. The author adds the perfect amount of tension to the story, especially when
Ned jumpsinto the water and is saved by the cop. (Not included in my review) and other such events which
readers usually like and stay entertained with. The end of the story was also very well done, which in all
books | think isacrucial part to get right or the whole book is ruined.

I would definitely give this book agood 4-5 star rating and recommend it to anyone. To be specific, if you
want a great short read book, by short read i mean not close to harry potter length and around under 200
pages. The story had a great foundation and it had a great ending. This book is agreat book to read for
anyone really. So that was my review on "Not As We Know It" and hopefully it inspired u to read it! HAVE
A GOO WUN!

Julie says

| read thisasit is on the Peter's Junior Book Awards shortlist. A bittersweet tale of twin brothers and how
their lives are affected by a discovery on the beach...
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Sarah says

Thisfelt very similar to the author's previous book. Very sad. A quick read and likely helpful to kids trying
to understand grief/sickness.

Thanksto the publisher for a digital advance reader's copy, provided via Edelweiss.

Tlwinky says

Thiswas a hard book to get through only because of the parallels between Ned and Jami€’ s lives and my
own. It was beautifully written and a bit magical, but the underlying story is harsh and al too familiar. | had
tearsin my eyes as| finished the last few chapters after Ned’ s illness made him weaker and weaker. | am at
that point where some choices need to be made on how | want to go on without my brother. The turmoil
Jamie goes through in the last pages spoke deeply to me. But so did the lingering message as | closed the
book- “lifeisfor the living” and “go boldly”. It was awonderfully written heartbreaking, yet deeply loving,
story. As aways, I'm shocked when the most moving and page-turning stories | read come from juvenile
fiction. It'slike there is a purer form of understanding there.

Shy Bradford says

i stepped away from anything i normally have pick up and read the first chapter of this before realizing how
hard it isfor me to get into fantasy. just not something i can get into

Clarabel says

Un roman qui parle de lamer et de lafamille. Tout ce que j'aime. C'était doux, poétique et plein de finesse.
Bouleversant, mais vraiment bien.
http://blogclarabel .canalblog.com/arc...

Dee Kohler says

Sad story about brothers living by the seain England. Ned, has cystic fibrosis and is getting sicker each day.
While out treasure hunting along the ocean’ s edge, the boys find a strange creature that has been caught in a
fisherman’s net. They bring it home. Ned' s brother Jamie thinks the creature is a merman come to make Ned
better. The story reminds me of movies |’ ve watched recently, Ondine or The Shape of Water. Mystical
creatures sent to help pave the way for new lives. Recommend carefully to students.

Rachael says

| liked it but | wasn't crazy about it. The story is a beautifully sad tale of two twin brothers, their relationship
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and their adventures together. Y ou really get the feel of the place where they live near the beach and what
their lifeislike. | think my favourite character was the Grandad, his tales of past times really resonated with
me as my Grandma loves to tell metales of her town and the people who live there.

| liked the Star Trek quotes throughout the book, | don't know how a person would react to the amount of
Star Trek that'sin the story, if they hadn't seen the show (I'm abig fan!)? | also enjoyed getting to know this
mythical creature that the boys found on the beach. | did find it hard to picture him/it(?) but | realise now he's
on the front cover. | wasn't sure if there was a deeper meaning to this creature that | wasn't understanding
though?

Engel Dreizehn says

It was a short read but pleasant read...found it a poetic style musings of a boy emotionally dealing with two
major unknowns in his current life. The unknown health of his brother and the unknown place he;ll be going
to and the creature from an unknown place that ended up int heir known world plus learning to live to
through this situation.

Alena says

Thisis amiddle grade novel about letting go.

Twin brothers, Jamie and Ned, live on asmall isle dong the English Channel in the 1980s. They love Star
Trek, ET, biking, exploring, adventures, the sea, and treasure hunting (beach combing after storms). They
learn alot about the sea and geography from their grandfather who used to be a ship captain. Ned has cystic
fibrosis, his health condition continues to worsen. Despite this, as Jamie will admit, he isthe bolder of the
twins. Jamie saysthat Ned is like Captain Kirk, and heislike Dr. McCoy.

One day the boys are treasure hunting when they come across a strange sea creature washed up on the beach.
The creature is still alive so they hideit in their backpack, take it home, and put it in awater-filled (they add
salt too ?) tub in the garage. They feed it fish that they have stored in their freezer, and keep it a secret from
everyone (remind you of ET?). They are unable to identify the creature, but Ned names it Leonard. Jamieis
afraid of Leonard and notices that Ned and L eonard seem to have some sort of connection.

This book has themes of hope, denial, acceptance, the unknown, legends of the sea, truth, courage, fear, love,
family, and memories.

This middle grade novel may not have wide appeal among children, but there will be afew that will
appreciate this well-written story and message.

Stephanie says

This book was abig surprise. | expected a silly story about two boys finding a sea creature on the beach.
That happened, but there is so much more in this short fantasy. Twins Jamie and Ned have always been very
different: Jamieis healthy, strong, and tends to be cautious, while Ned, who suffers from Cystic Fibrosis, has
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always been daring and impulsive. Ned's illness has progressed by the time the boys find a humanoid fish
creature washed up by a storm, who they sneak home and keep in atub in their garage. Ned becomes
obsessed with the merman, while Jamie keeps his distance. Both boys know that this creature will change
their lives. | could see the end coming, but | still enjoyed the story very much.

Tasha says

Jamie and Ned are twins growing up together on atiny island in the English Channel. They love to do things
asapair, from scouring the beaches for treasures that wash up from the seato watching Star Trek on DVD.
But Ned is not well. He isfighting cystic fibrosis and the most recent treatments don’t seem to be working.
Then one day, the brothers find a strange creature on the beach. It is hurt and they carry it to their garage
where they fill atub with saltwater and care for it. It' s like nothing they have ever seen before with its scales
and gills combined with arms and legs. As the boys care for the creature, their grandfather tells them tales of
mermen and mermaids. Jamie starts to hope that the creature can work a miracle for Ned, though Ned sees it
very differently.

This novel for middle grade readers is riddled with sorrow and the drain of watching aloved one slowly
decline. Yet Nedisalso aray of light himself, refusing to let his disorder rule hislife. Still, the book is
clearly headed for Ned to go where Jamie can’t follow, ajourney he hasto take on his own. Asthe creature
brings hope to Jamie, it also brings him distress as he recognizes that his hope may be futile and readers will
seeit asanatura way to keep from facing his brother’ s approaching death.

Both boys are strongly written characters. Jamieis pure heart, trying to be there for his brother and leaving
school to be homeschooled alongside his brother. Jamie is a source of adventure and normalcy for Ned,
something that keeps them close and also buoys up Ned's moods and health. Ned is unwilling to do anything
but face the truth of his situation and yet that doesn’t limit his activities. Instead it seems to fuel hisdesireto
be more than just a dying boy. The pair of them together are pure radiance.

A powerful, tragic and hopeful book about brotherhood and death with more than a touch of magic.
Appropriate for ages 9-12.

L ynda Schmidt says

Lovely story with quality writing. Think would be best for grades 4 - 6 - though, as true with so many books
in this age group, heartbreaking. | appreciated the honesty in thinking about how the twins related to one
another and the needs of each. Recommended it for a grade 4 classroom read aloud so am interested to learn
how this goes. May update my feed post listening.
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