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Inthe Lure of the Local, Lucy R. Lippard, one of America's most influential art writers, weaves together
cultural studies, history, geography, photography, and contemporary public art to provide a fascinating
exploration of our multiple senses of place. Expanding her reach far beyond the confines of the art world, she
discusses community, land use, perceptions of natures, how we produce the landscape, and how we produce
the landscape and how the landscape affects our lives.
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Cat says

| picked this bad boy up at the museumstore at SF Moma. It is a handsome, weighty book, with a beautiful,
interesting cover. The book made a good impression on me.

My wife and | decided to buy this book because we have been interested in the theme of "landscape as
witness'. Thisis aconcept we read about in Nancy Spector's accompanying essay in the Cremaster Cycle
Guggeinheim museum catalog. Basically, theidea asit is expressed in Barney interpreted by Spector is that
the landscape is a character in the narrative created by art.

As abrief survey of Amazon.com will reveal, Lippard is awell regarded writer on art. Honestly, 1'd never
heard of her before. This could have something to do with me not being intimately familiar with the New
York City art scene or otherwise involved with the art world except as an occasional museum goer. Artis
sort of at the periphery of my set of interests.

None the less, | found this a comprehensive, at times brilliant, survey of both artistic theories about the
concept of place as well as athorough documentation of the specific expressions of these theoriesin art
work. Lippard's scope of reading and breadth of knowledge about art all over the United States (this book is
entirely about the U.S)) is nothing short of stunning.

The actual form of the book is alittle difficult to explain, The book has afive part structure, each part with a
title: Around Here, Manipulating Memory, Down to Earth: Land Use, The Last Frontiers: City and Suburbs
and Looking Around. Each of these parts contains sub-chapters that are titled with various aspects of the five
parts. Lippard's style is basically to situate each chapter with a brief survey of what other writers have said
about the "subject”, followed by a description of different acts of arts intermingled with commentary. Each
of the pages also contains images with substantive critical passages. Along the top of each page, thereisa
running essay about the author's experiences growing up in Maine.

| found her work to be fairly comprehensive: Although she has end notes and a thorough bibliography, |
found myself doubting that any of them so totally nailed the relationship between art and the concept of
place.

If the author or her representatives are reading this, | would recommend updating this book in another couple
of years.

Lippard is a self-declared liberal. Although | did not always agree with her analysis, | admired the manner in
which she was able to outline her biasin a non-intrusive way. She could be more forceful with her
arguments. | don't think anybody could begrudge her opinions.

PJ says

How could | have forgotten this one, one of my all-time favorites, it's surely helped to steer my life and my
worldview since first reading it in college.
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L says

Ambitious work for sure! The format reminds me of a textbook/coffee-table book with what seemslike a
bonus-book ribbon running across the top of each page - containing a different (personal) narrative to
complement the main text. Admittedly, | didn't read the ribbon text... it was just too much. Maybe it's a play
on the concept of Multicentered? The book format definitely plays with that concept, and it's oddly
distracting, and not in a good way for this reader. The book tries, in my opinion, to cover too much, soit'sall
kind of baggy.

About the content: | enjoyed her mostly insightful commentary on the importance of place, the importance of
staying connected to or learning about where one lives, and how public ART can enhance this experience.
Sadly, this book was published in 1997, so it's quite outdated in some ways - | wonder what Lippard would
say NOW about what social media and our extensive online world have done to diminish the primacy of
placein our everyday life experience? |'ve become more or less adisciple of place, of knowing the land upon
which | live through walking and hiking, and a disciple of rea-time and, ideally, in-person interactions with
friends and family. The online world hasiits place, but (for me anyway) it is woefully hollow and
dehumanizing, yet it commands so much of our information and attention ... but what about art? How does
ART exist in the online world completely disembodied from its source? Pictures? Performance? The real art
objects and concepts still exist in real time in material form, and as Lippard might suggest, to be enjoyed in a
public place with an appropriate CONTEXT for its creation and existence.

I must mention one annoying element laced throughout: her lensis dominated by arather ungenerous left-
leaning ideology. It's not surprising as - in my own experience - most artists tend to lean toward more
progressivel/liberal views, and | do sympathize with some of that perspective in some areas. But Parts |11 and
IV (on land use and city/suburbs) become quite acidic, and the "bad guys' are always conservatives,
Republicans, Capitalism, early European immigrants, businesses and developers. Sigh. It'sjust so predictable
and one-sided. She does retain some intellectual honesty pointing out that |eftist environmental causes and
groups can be at odds with native peoples land rights and sovereignty (when the latter should prevail!). She
also (stunningly) admits that "Intellectual s tend to disapprove of suburbs, athough many livein them" (pg.
230), but then (not surprisingly) goes on to decry the middle-class movement away from drug and crime-
infested areas or forced school busing (social engineering) as racist or backward. Isn't this a book about the
importance of the local? Staying connected to neighborhood? Did she not have children? Why would any
parent feel good about their children all attending different schools over 1 hour away in questionable
neighborhoods all over Los Angeles - the very OPPOSITE of LOCAL? (I speak from experience here... this
what wasin line for our family in 1978 so my parents picked up and moved the family to avoid this
nightmare...) Why would people NOT want to get away from these things? But | digress...

The book has been quite thought-provoking (despite the trip back to graduate school in the 90s through
guotes by Rebecca Solnit, Gloria Anzaldua, Paula Gunn Allen, and Guillermo Gomez-Pena... | mean, it was
a heady time, but - again - narrowly focused through the lens of a (Marxist) ideological Left). With age, |
have come to appreciate the MANY different ways and means to interpret and execute land use,
development, and social progress; it does no one any good to vilify those with good intentions but prefer a
different path to social enlightenment.

Shane says

An enlightening exploration on the idea of 'place’ using cartography, identity and nomadism as (some of the)
points of reference. Written with an art-critical standpoint, this book is as enjoyable asit is nicely laid out -
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punctuated with good imagery and great formatting.

Penny says

More Place
More Senses
More Fun

Christina says

| borrowed this book from the library and | plan to have it on my to buy list.
The author...Lucy Lipppard... writes theory in an accessible way. She also wrote a nice book | have lit=stedd
about the work of artist Eva Hesse.

Deb says

Key concepts that can be applied wherever.
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